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Envelopes and postcards are a genealogical resource
These envelopes are vivid illustrations of our
ancestors’ lives, and may provide details that
are unavailable elsewhere. Other envelopes
show our ancestors’ travel, political, and
social interests, and a real photo postcard
may have their photograph. Envelope and
postcard collections are a largely untapped
source of genealogical information.

Postal history and postcard collectors and
vendors have given Philgeti.org permission
to use thousands of photographs from their
websites and archived auction catalogs. At
present, genealogists cannot easily locate
an envelope or postcard sent or received
by their ancestors because they are usually
classified by their stamps, cancellations, or
the photograph on the postcard.

The purpose of Philgen.org is to classify
envelope and postcard photographs by who
wrote and received each one. The website’s
database is searchable by city, state, or family
name. Article reprints on philatelic genealogy
are viewable from the Main Menu. Anyone
can add an envelope or postcard to the
website by contacting the author at jim@
philgen.org.

James R. (Jim) Miller is a genealogist and
postal historian and is the founder ofPhilgen.
org. He lives in Caroga Lake, NY and
Haguenau, France, and can be contacted at
jim@philgen.org for source citations.

We are all in a very destitute condition. I
have been very sick for some time but I am
something better at present.”

James A. Moody may have died in prison as
Eliza Moody filed for a widow’s pension in
1865. The envelope has both a US and a CSA
stamp.

R. Wilson of Milton wrote to Messrs J. Smith
and Co. in Boston, MA circa 1870. The
envelope shows a horse wearing a fly net.
Robert Wilson, “fly net manufacturer,” is in
Milton in the 1870 US census. J. Smith and
Company, saddlers, are listed in the 1873
Boston directory on the street where the
envelope is addressed.
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Above is an envelope of a letter sent from Civil
War prisoner of war James Moody to Eliza
Moody. (RA Siegel, sale 988, lot 215)

by James R. Miller

Envelopes sent by a Civil War soldier, from
a Pennsylvania workplace, and from Italy
can give us clues about our ancestors. These
are just three of 1,700 envelope and postcard
photographs on www.Philgen.org, each used
with its owner’s permission, with details on
the senders and recipients.

Philgen.org was launched in March 2009 to
begin building a digital archive of envelope
and postcard images and promote an
exchange between postal historians, postcard
collectors, and genealogists.

Mrs. Eliza Moody of Philadelphia received
an envelope postmarked in Port Royal, SC
in 1864. “From James Moody, Co[mpany] K,
7th Reg[imen]t P.R.C. [Pennsylvania Reserve
Corps], Prisoner of War, Camp Florence, S.
Co. [South Carolina]” is written vertically on
the left side of the envelope. James A. Moody
is in the 1861 Philadelphia directory at the
address written on the envelope, and James
and Eliza Moody are in Philadelphia in the
1860 US census.
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Postcards can help reveal an ancestors’
occupation. (Author’s collection)

“McClement” and “Phila” appear in small
letters near the left and right edges of the
illustration, and George, Alexander, and John
W. McClement, engravers, are listed in the
1873 Philadelphia directory.

A return address and postmark can help
locate an immigrants birthplace. Germaine
Mandrillo (written with the family name
first) of Wilkes-Barre received an envelope
from Michele Mandrillo of Pulsano, Italy in
1937.
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A Germain Mandrillo is in the 1935 Wilkes-
Barre directory at the address on the
envelope, and he is shown as born in Italy
in the 1940 US census. Germain Mandrillo
registered with Selective Service in 1942
and stated that he was born in Pulsano. This
envelope could have been a starting point to
search for the Mandrillo family in Italy.

L 27637,
James A. Moody served as a private and
sergeant with the 36th Pennsylvania Infantry
(also known as the 7th Pennsylvania Reserve
Infantry) and was captured at the Battle of
the Wilderness on 5 May 1864. The enclosed
letter, written 12 October 1864, includes “I
have been a prisoner since the 5th of May ...

(

A letter from Italy to a Wilkes-Barre, PA
resident could reveal an immigrant’s birthplace.
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How to Read a Deed to Get the Most Information
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A page from a Philadelphia deed book from the early 1800s lists the buyer and seller of a property and how to locate a deed.
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the property from his siblings, listing the
names of family members and often their
relationship and place of residence.

The grantee is the name of the person or
persons purchasing the property, listing
his name, occupation and residence. The
occupation can again be used to separate
men with the same name. The residence
will tell you if your ancestor already lived in
the area or had just arrived in the vicinity.
It is unusual for the name of the wife to be
mentioned with the information for the
grantee.

The consideration is the amount paid by
the grantee to the grantor for the property.
Always look farther if the consideration is
$1, or mentions quit-claim or deed poll. The
term $1 and “other goods and chattels” is
often called a “dollar deed” and is used to
clear a title often between relatives or friends.
A quit-claim deed is when someone transfers
his or her interest in the real estate but there
is no warranty of title. You will often see that
an amount of money is paid every year at the
same time.

Often when land is divided to settle an estate
a portion goes to a daughter and her husband
giving you her married name. Sometimes the
description reads, property of John Green,
formerly of Jacob Wertz, so you may find that
your ancestor once owned a larger piece of
property.

The recital is the genealogy of the property.
Some call this the “being clause” because it
starts by saying, “being the same property
... Often the names and dates for the
transfer of this property will go back several
different owners. This is where you will learn
if the property was purchased from a family
member, to settle an estate or at sheriff sale.

First of a series to educate the novice
genealogist

One of the most underused sources in
genealogical research is deeds. It is a
common misconception that the only
information contained within a deed is when
a piece of property was purchased and when
it was sold. To obtain the most information
from a deed transaction you need to
understand the various parts of the deed and
how to elaborate on them.

The first piece of information is the Indenture
Date, the date that the transaction took
place. This is important because there can be
considerable time between this date and the
recorded date.

When looking at the signatures remember
that this is not an original document so they
are not the actual signatures of the grantee
or grantor. However, you may find a middle
initial. If marked with an X with “his mark”
above or below the X, it will tell you that he
could not write his name.

Next is Grantor, which is the name of the
person selling the property, his occupation,
his residence, and lastly the name of his wife.
Sometimes the residence of the grantor is not
the same as the location of the property and
this will tell you if the seller was not living on
the property.

The occupation can often distinguish your
ancestor from a man with the same name. In
most cases, if the man was married, his wife
will be mentioned. Although you will only
get her first name, this too can be a way to
tell your ancestor apart from men with the
same name. The wife’s name can be a good
indication of a second marriage as well as
helping with the date of death of the first wife
and the marriage to the second wife.

The term et al. means “and others” and is
often used when a property is being sold to
settle an estate. The names of others with
claim to the property will be mentioned, and
it is not uncommon for one heir to purchase

Contrary to popular belief, the woman was
considered when joint property was sold; it
was called the agreement of wife. This was
to prevent the husband from selling the land
and moving without telling her or to avoid a
claim on the property after he was dead.

Lastly we come to the date recorded. This
date is important because the date of the
indenture and the date of recording can be
years apart and even in different counties.
Quite often land was passed down from
father to son without benefit of a deed
transfer or will. When someone wants to
either divide or sell the property, the title has
to be cleared.

In the description there is a lot of wordage
but you are looking for the word “messuage”
(house) or plantation. This can be very
important because if your ancestor purchased
an unimproved piece of land you know
he was living somewhere else prior to the
purchase. If their is a description it may
include mention of any outbuildings— not
necessary, but nice.

You may wonder why you should read and
record metes and bounds; after all it is only
the description of the land. The description
explains what lies outside the parameters
of the land, the name of a road or mention
where the road went, a stream or creek or
most important the names of his neighbors.

Another reason is that quite often in rural
areas the property would be sold and the
parties did not have time to travel to the
county seat to record the deed.



Early Society of Free Quaker Records at the
American Philosophical Society Library

contains the bodies removed from the Old
Free Quaker Grave-Yard formerly on Fifth St.
near Spruce St., Philadelphia.” This document
is included in the collection.

Dickeson, Troth, Burgess, Lippincott, Skane,
APS Library’s Head of Manuscripts Processing McDonald, Haffey, Wickersham, and Slater.
and GSP Board Member

By Valerie-Anne Lutz

Under a few of the photographs are notations
that the tombstone pictured is “entirely
illegible.” This is a bit misleading, as most of
the names and inscriptions can be deciphered
at least in part just by examining the
photographs.

Several of the stones are difficult, if not
impossible, to transcribe, whether noted as
illegible or not. Yet by using a scanner and
imaging software we were able to scan the
photographs, enlarge the images, and decipher
names and words that were not entirely clear
in the photographs.

Stones that are not listed as illegible but are
difficult to read in the photographs include a
man whose name appears to be Jamin Tyler,
MD. Tyler’s name is almost impossible to
decipher from the photograph alone, but with
enlargement, the name is much easier to see.

According to transcriptions of the inscriptions
published in Publications of the Genealogical
Society of Pennsylvania, Vol. Ill, No. 1
(January, 1906),Tylers given name was
indeed Jamin. Enlarging the photo of Mary
Wickersham’s stone yields the name of her
husband, Abraham, her date of death, March
13, 1805, and her age, 47. Abraham was
disowned by Exeter Monthly Meeting of the
Society of Friends in 1781 for driving a train
for the army during the Revolutionary War.

Another stone noted as illegible despite an
inscription that could be read at least in part
from the photograph was for a man whose
name appears upon enlargement to be John
McCahan who died in 1796. Even with
enlargement the month is not entirely clear;
although it appears to be May, the length
of the word suggests March, with the date
possibly the 5th.

McCahan’s name does not appear in the
published transcription, although a “John_” is listed in a transcription by Herbert
J. Wetherill, titled, “Lettering of Stones in
Wetherill Grave Yard at Audubon, Pa which

A descendant of an early Philadelphia Quaker
family recently contacted the American
Philosophical Society to see whether it had
any information about his ancestor, Robert
Scot, in its Society of Free Quakers collection.
The descendant, William Nyberg, is working
on a biography of Scot, who was Chief
Engraver of the US Mint from 1793-1823.

An archivist at the APS Library was able
to find Scot, his wife Eunice, and daughter
Sophia in the burial register, a receipt for his
burial plot, and— perhaps most exciting— a
photograph of the family plot as it existed in
1899 with tombstones.

One stone that was almost impossible
to read even with enlargement is that
of Matilda DeCastro, who appeared to
have died December 3 or 5, 1826 or 1846.
Matildas name does not appear in any of the
transcriptions. The archivist searched the
Philadelphia death records at FamilySearch.
org for a Matilda who died in 1826.

Results included a burial record from the
Board of Health for Matilda DeCastro, aged
4, who died of tetanus on December 3,
1826. Confirming that this is likely the same
Matilda is the name of the graveyard, Free
Quaker Burial Ground, on the burial record.

The cemetery was granted to the Society
by an act passed in the State Legislature on
August 26, 1786, in which the Society received
lots 36-41 on Fifth Street near Locust in the
present-day Old City neighborhood. The last
burial in the graveyard was that of Henry S.
Key, who died April 18, 1872, aged 54 years.
The graves were removed in November
1905 to land on the farm of John Macomb
Wetherill, a member of the Society, on the east
bank of the Schuylkill River near Valley Forge
Park.

The Free Quakers broke away from the
Society of Friends during the American
Revolution due to the Free Quakers’ support
for the war, which contradicted the pacifist
beliefs of the Society of Friends.

The collection includes not only the burial
register and receipt books but also a bound
and gilt-edged book of mounted photographs
titled Tomb Stones in the Free Quakers Grave
Yard.

Also there is a register of births and burials
from 1786-1793. Birthplaces, causes of death,
and parents’ names are given for all children
and for most of the adults.

Not buried in the graveyard but also a well-
known member of the Free Quakers was
Elizabeth Griscom Ross Claypoole. Her name
and those of her parents appear in the first
membership book.

Although they include less information than
the burial registers, the membership records
are also of potential genealogical interest,
as are numerous receipts and other records
in the collection. For more information
about the Society of Free Quakers collection,
please contact the writer at the American
Philosophical Society Library Manuscripts
Department at 215-440-3444 or vlutz@
amphilsoc.org.❖

In the late 18th century, the “oldest stone
standing and plainest to read” was that of
“Griffith Levering who departed this Life
August 20th 1788 Aged 53 Years.” One of
the more famous names on the tombstones
photographed, besides the Wetherill family
members, is that of Col. Timothy Matlack,
who served in the Continental Army and
was one of the signers of the Declaration of
Independence.

Other family names represented in the
photographs include Bryan, Montfort,
Johnson, Cozens, Shaw, Spragg, Key,



W§ ■
■

K
For more than 120 years, volunteers have been the
backbone of our society. So much of what GSP has done could
not have been accomplished without their dedicated service. We’re
grateful for all those who have given of their time and abilities
throughout GSP’s history.

Our current volunteers help both locally and from a distance with
a variety of tasks, including transcription, administrative support,
grantwriting, and much more.

Thanks to the volunteers in the photo to the left, Lisa Kruczek,
Nan McNinney, and Mary Phalan, and to those who aren’t
pictured here: Garrett Boos, Jennifer Coffey, Mary Foy, Samantha
Greenburg, Tina Lamb, Deb Summers, Camille Warzecha, and all
the members of our Board and committees.

*
yolunteers at work in the GSP office. From left to right: Nan McNinney,
Mary Phalen, and Lisa Kruczek.

Have fundraising or public relations skills? Love to transcribe records or organize? These and many other volunteer
opportunities are available. Please visit our website at www.genpa.org and click on “volunteer” to fill out our survey form, or email Joyce
Homan at execdir@genpa.org. We’ll contact you to discuss volunteering options.

Learn about immigration patterns and the ethnic heritage of Northeast Pennsylvania settlers

genealogy lecturer, writer, researcher,
and columnist. The 1700s “Pennsylvania
Germans” were a different breed than the
“German Americans” who immigrated
in the 1800s. This presentation shows the
differences in geography, economic class,
religion, and aspirations of the two great
waves. Included will be information on using
church records and hunting down villages of
origin.

Immigrant Settlement Patterns in Luzerne
County by Anthony T.P. Brooks, Director,
Luzerne County Historical Society, Wilkes-
Barre. This presentation will focus on
immigrants from Germany, Wales, Ireland,
Poland, Slovakia, and Lebanon and examine
the neighborhoods and communities in
which they settled.

Back to School: Genealogy Research at
College and University Archives by Jessica
Reeder, Archivist, Mary Kintz Bevevino
Library, Misericordia University, Dallas, PA.
College and university archives are often
great sources of information, not only for
the students who attended or the professors
who taught there, but also for the local
community and special collections.

Early-bird registration by March 1 is $45.
From March 2 to April 11 is $55. For
registration information and more details
about the conference, visit www.genpa.org.

GSP plans a second joint family history
conference with the Northeast Pennsylvania
Genealogical Society on Saturday, April
20, that will feature well-known genealogy
experts and respresentatives of the US
National Archives, the PA State Archives, and
Luzerne County repositories.

Attendees will learn about traditional and
online immigration resources, discover
the history of the early inhabitants of NE
Pennsylvania, and discuss individual ethnic
groups and why they immigrated to the NE
Pennsylvania region.

The event will be held from 8 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. at the Luzerne County Community
College Educational Conference Center in
Nanticoke. Sessions planned include:

Immigrant Cluster Communities: Past,
Present and Future by Lisa Ann Alzo, writer,
lecturer, and genealogist. She will cover
how to identify chain migrations/cluster
communities using key records; ways to share
and collaborate with other researchers; the
benefits, pitfalls, and obstacles associated
with a shift to “virtual” cluster communities;
and how to use tools such as social
networking sites, wikis, etc., to build online
genealogical communities.

By Land or By Sea by Patrick Connelly,
Archives Director, National Archives, New

York City. Connelly will discuss the various
methods immigrants used to travel to the
Luzerne County region and traditional and
online resources where US National Archives
immigrant record collections are located.

Crossing the Pond: Successful Strategies for
Researching Eastern European Ancestors also
by Alzo. Traditional methods and online
resources for tracking Austrian, Czech,
Hungarian, Polish, Rusyn, Slovak, Ukrainian,
and other Eastern European ancestors
both in the US and the old country will be
discussed.

Exiles from Erin: Finding Your Immigrant
Irish Ancestors also by Connelly. This session
focuses on the Irish who settled in the NE
Pennsylvania region, the predominant
counties in Ireland from where they
originated, and what resources are currently
available to help make your connections with
Eire.

The Seventeen Townships: Records of
Connecticut Claimants at the Pennsylvania
State Archives by Aaron McWilliams,
Reference Archivist, PA State Archives,
Harrisburg. McWilliams will discuss
Connecticut Claims records of the
jurisdictional dispute.

Contrasting German Migrations: 18th Century
vs. 19th Century Waves by James M. Beidler,
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Information about ancestors who fell on hard times can be found among
the record collections housed at the Philadelphia City Archives:

10. Wilson WEILER of Lehigh County
was admitted to the nervous ward of the
almshouse hospital, “42 yrs of age left
Emmaus this day where he has lived for the
past 8 years with his wife Mary on Main
st. He needs very little history as he is well
known there. Acknowledge removed and bill
paid by Mr. James Hendricks 6217 2B Arch
st. 4-24-88.”

years, lived with his Brother-in-Law Alex
Wallace at Eberville.” Acknowledged 4-7-86.
Discharged 5-4-86.

6. Frank KELLY of Chester County admitted
to the medical ward of the almshouse
hospital on 26 July 1886. “18 years of age
left Phoenixville about 2 months ago where
he was raised, his Mother & Father dying
he was taken by one Patrick GALLAGHER
to board. When first arrived at the upper
end of St. Mary st. then about the center of
same st. after which he purchased a property
further down on same st. and moved there,
Frank was with him all during the changes
covering a period of 4 years just passed,
Frank worked all that time for the Phoenix
Iron [?] Co. at Rolling Mill as hooker and
was under Mr. Pennypacker who was his last
boss. Patrick GALLAGHER is well known
of the Temperance Society.” Acknowledged
Sept. 28-86 Died 10-8-86.

7. Julia RUDDY of Columbia County,
Admitted to the medical ward of the
almshouse hospital 3 August 1886. “...
left Centralia June 5th 1886 & went to
Gloucester NJ. Had lived previously all
her life in Centralia, Columbia Co. Pa.”
Acknowledged Aug. 25th 1886, Discharged
9-13-86.

Record Group [RG] 35-3-4.23, Accounts of
Charges to Other Counties for Maintenance
of their Residents, and Record Group 65.85,
Alms House County Case Book and Pay
Patients. Following are extracts of records
found in Philadelphia Alms House Case
Book and Pay Patients: the Philadelphia
Alms House, Bureau of Charities record
collection, Record Group 65.

1. Maggie DONNELLY admitted to the
Obstetrics ward of the almshouse hospital
on 27 July 1881. Maggie was from Lebanon
County, 24 years old, and was born in
Ireland. She “has lived with Lawyer Misch
on 9th st. Lebanon for 7 years and 4 mos.
Went to him on her arrival in this country.
Left there a few months ago and came to this
city.” Wrote 2 August 1881.

2. Edw. NICHOLAS, from Pittsburgh was
admitted to medical ward of the almshouse
hospital 17 November 1881. He was “24
yrs., has lived in Pittsburgh all his life, has
lived of late at 192 Front st. with his married
sister Annie Denhart and is acquainted with
Mrs. Winnerings [?] 8c Frank O’Brien tavern
keeper at the above location. He has worked
on the river for about 4 years 8c made his
home with his sister.” Wrote 22 November
1881.

11. Otis CARPENTER of Pittsburgh city
was admitted to the medical ward of the
almshouse hospital 3 November 1888. “31
yrs of age, left Pittsburgh 4 mos. Ago where
he was born and raised 8c lived all his life.
His wife Agnes 8c one child Elsie one will
find at No. 62 Sixth Ave. with his sister
Mrs. Arthur [?] Collins. He also refers to
E.S. Morrell, city-controller of Pittsburgh
who knows him well and can give any
information asked. Ack. 11-17-88 Disch. 12-
31-88.”

12. Louisa KLEIBER of Montgomery
County “34 yrs of age who has a Husband
8c 5 children has been living in Phila. for 3
months, prior to that time lived for the past
2 or 3 years in Bridgeport, Montg. Co. The
house they occupied stood by itself near the
Rail Road. Husband Frederick was a Scissor
Grinder, two years ago this woman 8c her
children were Inmates of the Montg. Co.
almshouse. Ack. 3-27-89, Died 5-3-89.”

For full description of collection background
see Penn in Hand Vol. XXVIII, No. 2, Winter
2011.

8. Thomas MACK of Columbia County,
Center Township, admitted to the medical
ward of the almshouse hospital 30 May 1887.
“Thomas Mack left Centerville Columbia
Co. where he was born 8c raised about
April 15th 1886. He is a tramp 8c he began
tramping about 5 yrs. ago since which
time he had made no other settlement but
before that Centralia was his home 8c legal
settlement he [was] working paying tax and
voting there— for years in this tramping
business he did nothing but beg. He is a
brush maker, harness maker 8c boot black.”
Acknowledged 6-10-87, Discharged 7-9-87.

9. Wm. E. GERMAN of Lycoming County,
Loyalsock Township admitted to the medical
ward of the almshouse hospital on 4 March
1888. “19 years of age, left Williamsport
6 mo ago where he had lived most of his
life with his Father John, a German Supt.
Wildwood Cemetery just outside city limits
in Loyalsock Township, worked for his
Father in cemetery. Is well known to Dr.
Largan [sp?] Post Master. Entered under the
name of Wm. E. Gardener.” Ack. 8c Removed
by his Father this day 3-16-88.

3. Charles MURPHY Jr., of Berks County
admitted 27 July 1885, “brought to Phila.
From Reading to Home for Crippled
Children 45th 8c Osage ave. Father Charles
MURPHY Sr., 104 Franklin St., Reading,
Pa. Father came for him.” Discharged 22
September 1885.

4. David ROLLIN, of Schuylkill Co. was
admitted to the medical ward of the
almshouse hospital on 24 February 1886,
“went out on 3/25/86, returned 3/26/86.”
He was “born in Girardsville from there
went to Holmesville stayed there about 1
year then moved to Conners Patch where
he worked for Reading Coal Co 8c Easton
Coal operators, left there about April 2nd
1885 came direct to Phila. Barber 8c single.”
Discharged 4-10-86.

5. Joseph M. RILEY, from the Middle Coal
Field Poor District, Luzerne Co., admitted to
the venereal ward of the almshouse hospital
on 25 March 1886 “aged 26 yrs. Born in
Janesville 8c moved to Eberville where he
lived all his life till he came to Phila. about
the middle of last November. Worked with
Stout 8c Van Rinkle Coal operators about 7
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Letter from the President

So where do you find information about
your ancestors? For sure, we all use a variety
of standard sources— census, tax, city
directories, vital records, deeds, probate,
military, church.

Do we always glean as much information
from them as they offer? Have you, for
example, really looked carefully at your
ancestor’s neighbors to determine if they
might be family members? Have you looked
at all of those columns across the page that
might tell you about military service, home
ownership, naturalization, etc.?

And what about those special censuses—
agricultural, manufacturing, mortality, and
more? The 1860 Mortality Census is the
only document I have found that provides
a record of the death of my GGGGM
Artemisia Curtis (Parker) Glenn. I have
found interesting details about ancestors
through these records alone.

I even have had the absolutely delightful
experience of seeing two adjacent families
in the 1900 census, knowing that the infant
son in one home and infant daughter in the
other would marry in 1920! It was like seeing
the future but far after the fact! I wondered
what their relationship was like as they grew
up living next to each other and just when
they realized they were destined to become
husband and wife!

GSP adds unique 19th century naturalization
database to its online collections
Thanks to the work of NARA archivist
Jefferson Moak, GSP has added a never-
before-released index of 19th century
naturalizations to its online members-only
collections.

Filby. However, these indexes contain court
designation inaccuracies, and in addition are
missing approximately 25,000 names from
the Philadelphia Quarter Sessions Court
petitions.

The Quarter Sessions Court is one of the 10
courts that handled citizenship petitions.
GSP's newly published index includes these
25,000 names.

Once a name is found in the index, copies
of the original petitions can be obtained
through the Philadelphia Department of
Records City Archives.

Visit the naturalizations database home
page at http://genpa.org/resources/natdb
for a more detailed listing of the records
in the database, and for information on
how to request copies of the naturalization
documents from the Archives.

Naturalization is the process by which an
individual becomes a citizen of a country. In
the United States, obtaining citizenship was a
two-step process, which creates a significant
paper trail containing information of much
use to genealogists.

For naturalizations prior to 1906, the
documents can include country of origin,
date and port of arrival, and other details
depending on the time period and the court
in which the person was naturalized.

Traditionally, the main reference sources
for Philadelphia naturalizations are the
indexes created by the Works Progress
Administration (WPA) and P. William

GSP annual meeting set for March 22
Aaron McWillliams, Reference Archivist of
the Pennsylvania State Archives, will be the
featured speaker at the GSP annual meeting
scheduled from 1-4 p.m. Friday, March 22 at
the American Philosophical Society.

After the completion of the business portion
of the meeting, McWilliams will discuss the
ongoing digitization of Pennsylvania birth
and death records. He will talk about some
of the underutilized, but genealogically
relevant, collections housed at the
Pennsylvania Archives in Harrisburg.

The Pennsylvania State Archives collects,
preserves, and makes available for study the
public records of the Commonwealth, with
particular attention given to the records
of state government. The State Archives
also collects papers of private citizens and
organizations relevant to Pennsylvania
history.

Light refreshments will be served.

The meeting will be held in Franklin Hall
at the American Philosophical Society, 105
S. 5th St., Philadelphia, PA 19106. www.
amphilsoc.org.

In this issue of Penn in Hand you’ll read
about traditional records and one of the
more unusual ones— postcards.

There are others as well. I possess the pocket
calendar that belonged to my grandfather
Morris W. Sheaffer in 1930. What a treasure!
He recorded names and addresses of family
members, friends, acquaintances, and even
plot information for Fernwood Cemetery in
Yeadon, PA, the burial place of his parents.

Every Sunday he faithfully recorded three
numbers— the hymn numbers for the church
service that day— supporting evidence for
the family story that he liked to “play the
numbers” and always used hymn numbers
to do that!

Donations June—
December 2012

Rodney Armstrong
Jane Benner
Kristin Bryson
Joan Crumroy
Jill D’Andrea
Linda Darby
Francis De Santis
Adam Deveney
Donn Devine
R. Doris Fenyes
Aaron Goodwin
Madeline Griffin

Deborah Coombe Haas
Beverly Hayes-Hartnett
Betty Hicks in honor

of her Hubbard and
Levering ancestors

Karen Higgins
Michael A. Horan
Patricia Hornik
Trevor Jones
Laura Keller
Memma Kilgannon
Susan Koelble
Phyllis Krause
Tina Lamb

Lynne Lyons
Kathy Martin-Yeager
Marion Miskofsky
David Neerman
Norman Nicol
Eleanor Nunan
Gloria Quigg
Janet Renn
Janet Rupert
Carol Sheaffer
James H. Sterrett
Jon Van Winkle
Janet Watson
Patricia Weible

So, where have you found your ancestor’s
information? From the usual, the unusual,
or both?

Carol M. Sheaffer
GSP President




