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The Works Progress Administration’s
Inventory of Pennsylvania’s Church
Records 1937-1940 Is Now Online

The Dutch Corner History Group Restores
the Past for Future Generations

By Michael Krasulski
GSP Secretary and Assistant Professor
of Information Science, University of the
Sciences, Philadelphia

Soon after the establishment of the
National Archives and Records
Administration in 1934, the Works
Progress Administration (WPA)
undertook a project to locate, identify,
and preserve the basic materials for
research in the history of the United
States. This would be the first-ever
systematic inventory of the nations
historical documents.
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The George Michael Imler Cemetery before restoration on the left and on the right how it
looks today after the Dutch Corner History Group worked on the site.

By Carl Sellers
Co-President
Dutch Corner History Group

Settled in 1710 mostly by immigrants from
the Palatinate region of Germany, Dutch
Corner was a nearly closed society due to
the difficulty of transportation. Its borders
are mainly defined as being between
Dunnings Creek and the mountain running
from the Narrows at Bedford to East
Freedom in Blair County.

Many of the early settlers were buried
on their farms, often established before
churches were built with adjoining
graveyards.

In April 2010, my cousin, Larry Claycomb,
called and asked for help in headstone
straightening and repair in the Charles
Christopher Dibert Cemetery on Press
Road in Dutch Corner. Charles Christopher
Dibert was the son of John Dibert, who was
massacred along with his wife and seven
of their 12 children during a 1732 Indian
attack at Fort Wingawn.

He also was killed by Indians in 1757 and
was buried on his farm. The remains of his
parents and siblings who died in the earlier

The herculean task was assigned to the
Historic Records Survey (HRS), under
the auspices of the Federal Writer’s
Project. The HRS was rather successful
in completing many of the national level
projects they undertook. For example,
the HRS created soundex indexes to the
1880, 1900, 1910, and 1920 United States
censuses, a momentous accomplishment
largely forgotten in the age of mass
digitization.

Yet the success of the HRS on the state
level is inconsistent since many projects
undertaken remain in unpublished
manuscript form hidden in various
archives and libraries.

massacre have not been located. His grave
in the Dibert Cemetery is the oldest marked
grave in Bedford County. Some of the
surnames of those buried in this cemetery
are Dibert, Croyle, Fetter, Ickes, Earnest,
Steele and Tomlinson.

After the Dibert
Cemetery
restoration, we
were encouraged .1
to restore the
Albright Church W
Cemetery on
the Stanley
Dively property
on Shoemaker
Road. Once
the site of the
Albright Church,
the cemetery
may have been
established in 1793. Landowner Stanley
Dively and his friend Russell Kegg brought
tractors and chainsaws to remove downed
trees and cut down existing small trees.

This restoration took several weeks because
vandals had broken many headstones
Dutch Corner contd on inside center panel

The oldest marked
grave in Bedford
County: Charles
Christopher Dibert
Born 1719 Killed by
Indians 1757

Of interest to Pennsylvania genealogists
is one such project that recently came to
light thanks to the partnership between
the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum
Commission and Ancestry.com.

As the HRS descended upon the
Commonwealth to inventory the county
archives, the HRS surveyors also visited
local religious institutions to ascertain
the extent of their records and archives
collections. The Pennsylvania Church
Archives Project, as it was called, was
WPA cont’d on inside right panel
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Italian weekly with the largest circulation.
Published and edited by Arpino Giuseppe
Di Silvestro at 906 Carpenter St., the paper
became the organ of the Pennsylvania Grand
Lodge of the Order Sons of Italy in America.
Although the paper flourished April 4,
1918-July 19, 1969, PaDNP can digitize only
that run which is in the public domain up to
December 23, 1922.

How to Locate Pennsylvania Deeds
Second of a series to educate the novice
genealogist

• Go to indicated page.

Philadelphia
The most important advice you can have for
searching the Philadelphia grantor/grantee
indices is to write down the book, volume,

By Susan Koelble
GSP Vice President

and page. Without these three pieces of
Pennsylvania deeds are recorded in the office information, you will not be able to proceed.
of the Recorder of Deeds in the county seat of
each Pennsylvania county. There you should
begin by searching the grantor and grantee
indices. There are two major systems used to
index these records: the Russell System and
the Graves Tabular Key Index. And— just

Each set of books is indexed by first letter
of surname and then by first letter of given
name. Unfortunately, they are then recorded
in semi-chronological order. This is because
there were usually two or more volumes

Chronicling America: Historic American
Newspapers is a free, publically accessible
online database maintained by the Library of
Congress. Currently, Chronicling America

one more— the system used by the County of being used for recording at a time. The name provides access to 6,025,474 newspaper pages
Philadelphia. you are looking for may not be listed together from 32 states and the District of Columbia.

but spread out among the different volumes. For more information see the blog on genpa.
org.❖The Russell System is similar to the soundex

used for census research but using the key
letters: L, LM, LN, LR, LT, M, ML, MN, MR,
MT, N, NL, NM, NR, NT, R, RL, RM, RN,
RT, T, TL, TM, TN, TR. Both the grantee
and grantor indexes are divided into books
containing the surnames beginning with a
particular letter.
• Open the book containing the first letter

of your surname.
• Then determine the first and second

“Key-letters” in the surname. Smith
would be Book S, key letters MT.

• Keeping those two letters in mind, follow
across the top of the chart until you find
the first letter of the given name.

• Running your finger down and across,
you will find a number where the two
columns intersect.

• Now go to that section of the book.
Note: this is not the page number.

• There you will find names listed under
the two-letter surname designation.

• Look for your name, and then go to that
page where you will find all the grantor/
grantee transactions for that person.

• Be sure to write down all the
information.

This means that two deeds recorded the same
day may be in two different volumes so you
must search every volume. An interesting Archivist cont’d from back panel
piece of trivia is that after 1799 Philadelphia more theoretical knowledge than practical
used the initials of the current Recorder of
Deeds as the identifier for the deeds recorded
during his tenure.

experience like me.

Some months ago, a large collection of records
from various Freemason lodges came to the
attention of GSP. They realized the potential
of the information contained in these records
and asked to see them.

The good news is that you can search the
Philadelphia Grantee/Grantor indices on¬
line and free at http://philadox.phila.gov/
phillyhistoricalindex/index.html.❖

About 95% of the collection turned out to be
forms, called petitions, filled in by various
people who wished to join the Freemasons.
These petitions had a wealth of information,
including addresses, birthdays, professions,
and places of employment. Once funding
came in from the Freemason Lodge and the
supplies were ordered, I was ready to start.

The most time-consuming aspect of this
process was unfolding hundreds of petitions
that were folded and bound into bundles.
Luckily GSP was able to get a volunteer, Herb
Hart, who came in for a few hours each week
to help unfold and organize the collection.
His assistance saved a lot time and money to
get this collection processed.

Once everything was processed and in
archival folders and boxes we turned to
solving how we were going to have the
information in the petitions made available
to the public. It was decided that a database
would be created and made available on
GSPs website. The petitions would be
digitized and images made available.

Currently another volunteer, Mary Phalan, is
entering the data from the petitions into the
database to be published on the GSP website
when it is ready. Digitization of the petitions
should start in July.❖

Three Italian-language Newspapers
Published in Philadelphia Will Go Online

By Karen Morrow
PaDNP, Project Manager

The Pennsylvania Digital Newspaper
Project (PaDNP) selected three Italian-
language newspapers published in
Philadelphia 1917-1922 for ingest to
Chronicling America: Historic American
Newspapers early next year.

La Ragione was a short-lived, irregularly
published weekly with only eight issues
April 25 -August 23, 1917. The paper was
published by F. Silvagni at 1010 Christian
St. to defend Italians against the enemies
of their country of origin and that of
adoption.

The Graves Tabular Key Index uses a three-
>art structure for location.

The heading, which is the first letter of
the surname name.
The left column is a list denoting the
second letter of the surname. You will
notice there is often more than one
designation for some letters.
The third column is the third letter of
the surname.
Go to the book containing the first letter published only 17 issues April 7-August 25,

of the surname.
Run finger down first column to second
letter in surname.
Go over one column to the third letter in

La Rassegna was edited by Silvio Liberatore,
who also served as business manager of
the offices located at 920 S. 10th St. The
paper, which was devoted to the welfare
and advancement of Italians in America,

1917.

La Libera Parola or the Free Word, which
carried the motto, “always forward, with
the torch in hand,” claimed to be thesurname.



Dutch Corner cont’d from front page The Stayer, or Four Family Cemetery, is on
an elk/cattle farm in a pasture owned by Carl
Rowser. The headstones and fieldstones were
removed and thrown into a corner of the
cemetery by previous owners. Some of the
headstones were stolen (and reportedly used
on a patio of a home in Bedford and have yet
to be recovered), and two were pulled out
and stored in a garage.

We, as always, cut the weeds in the cemetery
as low as we could. Don’t ask my brother how
many hours he spent carrying elk droppings
from the area!

This was a significant find for us. The owner
told us when he was a young boy he stopped
near a groundhog hole in the cemetery. As
he approached, he could hear (he thought)
someone whistling at him from down below.
He left much quicker than he arrived!

The owners of Hilltop Cemetery off Belden
Road had fenced it and had been taking care
of it, but it had fallen into a state of disrepair
in the last couple of years. We mowed it
and straightened some of the stones. There
were five Revolutionary War soldiers buried
there— Michael Holderbaum, Michael Sill,
Jacob Reighard, Johannes Reighard, and
Theodore George Albright Kauffman.

We have been unable to get military stones
for these men because they were members of
Pennsylvania county militias and not of the
federal service. Only two of these men have
marked stones -Theodore Kauffman and
Jacob Reighard. Jacobs name is on the same
stone as Theodore’s.

and knocked over others. Some of the
families buried there are Schnablys, Claars,
Imlers, Earnests, Walters, Stifflers, and
Holderbaums.
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Mi We could determine the number and
position of the graves by the way the graves
had sunk in. Head or foot end can be
determined by observation. In Christian
burials the coffins are put in the ground so
that, if the deceased sat up, the body is facing
east awaiting Jesus Christ’s return.
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Albright Cemetery prior to Dutch History
Group’s work to undo decades of neglect and
vandalism.

As I was finishing the Albright Cemetery,
a distant relative stopped by and asked
me if we were going to restore the Barley
Cemetery. I replied that we might if we knew
where it was. He took me to an overgrown
cemetery with brush, grass, tree limbs, and
logs. In August 2010, we worked on the
restoration with weed cutters, chainsaws,
shovels, mattocks, and sweat equity.

Family names, which predate 1841, are
Barley, Biddle, Oyler, and Shimer. There is
unfortunately only one readable stone left in
this cemetery.

We looked to Thomas Imlers map from the
Bedford County Historical Society, which
shows most of the farm graveyards in Dutch
Corner and their possible location, for
suggestions for more projects. We then began
work on the John S. Imler Jr. Cemetery along
Briar Valley Road owned by Russell Kegg,
who provided the tractor for the Albright
Cemetery cleanup. We removed four pickup
loads of brush and tree limbs from this
cemetery.

When we approached the next landowner,
Mrs. Ruth Baer, about restoring the George
Michael Imler Cemetery on her property,
she said that she had wanted the work done
for 40 years. We soon discovered the damage
done by groundhogs and used smoke bombs
to chase them away.

We put up a fence, and the family installed
an access road. Imlers and Heltzels are
among the approximately 40 remains located
there.

We devised a plan: If a headstone is badly
broken we make a form with plywood and
furring strips, line it with plastic, put spacers
and rebar in it, and put mortar in it with the
stone on the top. The spacers keep the stone
from sinking too far into the mortar and
the rebar gives it strength. After a period
of drying, we put a cement sealer over the
mortar.

Carl Sellers surveys the Four Family Cemetery
prior to restoration.

We also, with the farmer supplying the
material, assisted in building a barbed-
wire fence and gate to keep out the critters.
Some of the families buried here are Stayers,
Heltzels, Earnests, Claars, Koontzs, and
Croyles.

The following year, I went to Alan
Hammond, who owns a farm at Smith’s
Crossing, and asked him about restoring
the Mathias Smith Cemetery in his pasture.
Hammond was delighted to help.

He put up a split-rail fence and removed
a large tree. Hammond said the field had
been a pasture for 75 years. There are
several members of the Smith family buried
there. Recognized by Pennsylvania as a bi¬
centennial farm, it has been in the Smith
family since 1795.

In restoring this cemetery, I took a mattock
and lined up a row lifting the sod. Near the
end, I hit a stone. After lifting up the sod I
could see lettering on the bottom of it! This
was a headstone that had fallen flat down,
sodded over, and was not visible without
removing the sod.

Other than chiggers, groundhogs, bees, and
bulls (that prevent cemetery restoration by
being in the same field), one of the most
frustrating parts of the restoration is not
knowing identities of most of the people
buried in these farm graveyards. Also, some
of the signs we’ve put up at most of these
cemeteries were stolen.
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The Stayer, or Four Family Cemetery, after
restoration.

Visit our website at www.DutchCorner.org
to see more photographs of the cemeteries
we’ve restored and other cemeteries in Dutch
Corner.❖



Digitization of the Mulligan Funeral Home Records Has Begun
Because of your generosity, GSP has met its goal of raising enough money to digitize 2,800
individual records from the Harold B. Mulligan Funeral Home founded in 1908 in the
Kensington section of Philadelphia. Total donated is $3,471.00.

The records were acquired by GSP in early December 2012 through Philadelphia genealogist
Ken Milano, who learned of their location in a storage area and quickly recognized the need
to preserve the collection as an important source of historical and genealogical material for
Philadelphia and Pennsylvania researchers.

The records are stored in their original envelopes and many contain cemetery deed indentures,
correspondence, and vital records representing individual histories of local residents and their
extended families who patronized this funeral home. The earliest record dates from 1850.
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Archivist Garrett Boos works with the Mulligan GSP plans to digitize these records to make them freely available to family history researchers.
Funeral Home records For updates on the project visit our website genpa.org.

Mulligan Funeral Home
Contributors:

Michael Krasulski
Renee Laswell
Ann Love
Kurt Luther
Valerie Anne Lutz
Lani L.P. MacAniff
Kathleen Mulligan McCormick
Michael W. McCormick
Marie V. Melchiori
Clare Midgley
Thomas & Marion Miskofsky
Stephen Moore
Jeffrey Myers
George W. Parr
Karen Portzer
Eve Puhalla
Joseph Purcell
Gloria Quigg
Nina Reauveau
Gary L. Roberts
Thomas Rosnagle
Patricia Ryland
D. Salman
Pattie Schultz
Laura Scott
Catherine Sechrist
Karen Shenefelt
Rob Sieczkiewicz
Linda Stanley
Valerie Stern
David E. Stuart
Anne Louise Van Nostrand
Dixie Weideman
Jennifer Hudson Whicker
Laura Beth Withers
Brian E. Woodard
Kathy Martin-Yeager
BilIZ

academic researchers, students, and the
general public. One of the few articles
on genealogists published in the journal
The American Archivist is titled “Where is
the list with all the names? Information¬
seeking behavior of genealogists.”

The title of this article is a quote from
a genealogist who wanted to conduct
research in an archive. It shows a lack
of understanding of how archives work.
Because of this lack of understanding,
genealogists and archivists have not
always gotten along. Published in 2003, it
was one of the first attempts by archivists
to better understand how we can work
with genealogists.

If there is not a logical order, the archivist
must impose an order. This takes more
time and effort, but the end result is a
collection that is usable by others. Most
collections, like the Kintzing papers, fall
somewhere in between. Description,
the second part to processing, includes
writing all of the folder titles and notes
that describe what is in the collection. The
descriptions summarize the material and
help the researcher decide whether to look
at this collection for a specific topic.

The Kintzing collection I processed
for GSP was extremely well organized
and presented few problems with the
arrangement. It was a great collection to
ease into processing for someone with

Archivist cont’d on inside left panel

SAVE THE DATE! The 7th Annual Bucks County Ancestry Fair will be held from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 28. This event is free and
open to the public. Visit with genealogy vendors, booksellers, and local Bucks County genealogical and historical societies for help with your
research questions. Guest speakers and participating organizations will be announced soon. Visit genpa.org for latest updates.
The Bucks County Ancestry Fair is sponsored by GSP in conjunction with the Bucks County Visitors Center where it will be held at 3207
Street Road in Bensalem.

Meet Our Archivist,
Garret Boos

Mary Beth Adams
Gloria Diane Altona
Charles Andre
Joanne Asch
Joyce Bailey
James M. Beidler
Tim Bergin
Hope Blackford
Katherine T. Bucher
Josh Buschbacher

My primary interest is in history and the
objects that shed light on the past. After
graduating from Drexel and finishing
an internship in archival cataloging, I
was ready for my first job, but I lacked
processing experience. A couple of
months later, GSP advertised a volunteer
opportunity to process a small collection
of a genealogists papers.

A collection of Elizabeth Kintzing Becks
papers are genealogical notes relating to
the Kintzing family, a fairly prominent
family from Philadelphia and then later
western Pennsylvania. The collection
contains an original typewritten draft
of her small book on the family, called
Kintzing Story, detailed notes on members
of the Kintzing family, and a range of
different resources Elizabeth consulted to
construct her family history.

Seeing the collection, I knew it would be
primarily of interest to genealogists, and
so discussions about how genealogists
approach collections with the staff at GSP
greatly affected many of my decisions.
From working together we realized how
little our groups actually knew about each
other.

PC
Patricia McLanigan Care
James W. Castellan
Debbie Cole
Bette Collins
David Conner
Alexander Conrad
Claire Conway
Anita Coraluzzi
Sylvain de Crom
Sydney F. Cruice
Mary C. Erdman
Deborah Evans
M.M. Farrell
T.J. Fluehr
Christine Boyle Fritz
Margaret Gagliardi
Karla R. Gainey
Brenda Gamboa
Carolyn Ginther
Marianne Graham
Nancy L. Heath
Michael Helms
Cathy Ivins
Nancy Janyszeski
C.R. Klemmer

All archivists see genealogists as a
separate type of user from historians,
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The Pennsylvania Church Archives
Project was the first, and likely the last, of
its kind ever completed at such a broad
ecumenical scale. As a historic artifact the
inventories are representative of the WPA’s
bold ambitions. As a genealogical tool, are
74-year-old inventory reports still relevant?
Since reviewing the work of the HRS and
considering its contemporary relevancy, I
note two major reasons for researchers to
consult these documents.

WPA cont’d from front page
conducted between 1936 and 1940 with the
goal of publishing a final report thereafter.

The final report was neither completed nor
published (save for the complied reports for
the Commonwealths Presbyterian churches
published in the 1970s). The documents at
the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum
Commission and, now digitized at Ancestry.
com, are the source notes and draff final
reports, either typed or
handwritten. The name of the
collection is Pennsylvania,
WPA Church Archives,
1937-1940 and is organized
by county and then by place.
Browse by place to find the
religious congregation of
interest. It appears the reports
are in alphabetical order by
religious denomination (e.g.,
Baptist before Presbyterian)
at the town level.

St. Vladimir’s was founded in 1895 though
the original structure was destroyed by fire
in 1918. The congregation then turned their
parish hall into the church that year.

Of particular genealogical interest, we learn
the congregation’s baptismal, confirmations,
marriages, members, and death registers
are kept at the rectory of Sts. Peter and
Paul Church in Plymouth, Luzerne County.
Further, the records date back to 1895 and
are written in Latin. This is most interesting

information since the
records were not destroyed
in 1918 and survive
elsewhere. Further we are
shown the full extent of the
records available— minute
books and financial records
but not Sunday School
records or any unpublished
or published histories.

Since the material digitized
by Ancestry.com includes

. notes, draff documents,
revisions, and other

various source material that
would have been used for a final report, the
documents for St. Vladimir’s includes several
follow-up documents to Form 20 HR. For
example, in a follow-up letter to Catherine
Schuler, author of the original inventory,
more information was requested about the
parish hall building, the worship site of
the parish when the parish hall was being
converted into a church, the address of the
congregational secretary, and clarification
about the details of the first settled
clergyperson, and the parish’s relation to
Sts. Peter and Paul Church, Plymouth. The
information about the settled clergyman was
originally stated incorrectly as Rev. Orman
and corrected to Rev. Alexander Kossey.

First, the reports allow genealogists to set
realistic expectations when dealing with
religious institutions. For example, the Nebo
Baptist Church (First Welsh Baptist) in
Nanticoke, Luzerne County, was founded in
1870. The HRS inventory indicated that their
records begin in 1903. A call to the church
office confirmed the records before 1903 are
nonexistent. With this knowledge in hand
a researcher would know any request for
records before 1903 might not be fulfilled.

Second, genealogists are offered clues to
alternative locations for records. As in the St.
Vladimir’s example, researchers are pointed
to Sts. Peter and Paul Church, Plymouth.
A researcher might not consider looking
at Sts. Peter and Paul for St. Vladimir’s
records since three municipalities and a river
separate Alden from Plymouth and there
are two closer Ukrainian Catholic churches
between Plymouth and Alden.

To locate the WPA church archives
inventory documents on Ancestry.com
go to the card catalog and search for
WPA Pennsylvania Church Archives. The
microfilmed original documents are housed
in Harrisburg.❖

□' ifsssssi
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The inventory of a religious
congregation’s records was
placed on WPA Form 20 HR (see figure
1). Figure 1 is a transcribed version of the
actual Form 20 HR for the St. Vladimir’s
Greek Catholic Church in Alden, Newport
Township, Luzerne County, written by
Catherine Schuler. After reviewing the
inventories for the religious institutions in
Luzerne and Lackawanna counties’ various
congregations relevant to my genealogical
research in Luzerne and Lackawanna
counties, I found the report for St. Vladimir’s
is a typical congregational records inventory.

As illustrated, Form 20 HR records several
significant pieces of information about the
religious congregation’s founding, building,
and records holdings. Question 5 tells us that

Figure I

Our mission is to provide leadership and
support in promoting genealogy through
education, preservation, and access to
Pennsylvania-related genealogical information.
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Want to learn more about Bedford County genealogical resources?
The Pioneer Library, operated by the Bedford County Historical Society, houses the
county’s most extensive collection of historical and genealogical materials. It has
collections of old maps and photographs, family genealogy books, files of unpublished
records on individual families, copies of public records for Bedford County, church
records, and records on cemetery locations and inscriptions on grave markers in
cemeteries.

A GSP-featured county resource, the Pioneer Library also has county tax records,
almshouse and Orphans’ Court records, genealogies, naturalizations, and an obituary
database containing over 100,000 entries.

The Pioneer Library, located at 6441 Lincoln Highway in Bedford, is open five days a week
and has both paid staff and volunteers working to help library patrons research family
history and local, regional, and state history. For more information about the collections
visit the library’s website at www.bedfordpahistory.com or phone 814-623-2011.
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Editor@genpa.org.
GSP Executive Director Joyce Homan,
ExecDir@genpa.org.
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GSP Board Member Donn J.
Devine Is Now an NGS Fellow

Letter from the President

Since its establishment in 1892, the
Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania has
honored its mission— that is, to provide
leadership and support in promoting
genealogy through education, preservation,
and access to Pennsylvania-related
genealogical information.

All are equally important and interrelated,
for, unless records are preserved and access
provided, researchers have nothing to work
with. On the other hand, if researchers
are not educated and trained, they do not
know what may exist and should be sought.

Thus, for 121 years, GSP has continued to
work hard to honor this mission and, guess
what, that work continues. Many of you are
aware of our current project— preserving
the Mulligan Funeral Home Records. Many
of you have made monetary contributions
to support that project, for which we are
grateful.

This edition of Penn in Hand will help you
learn of preservation projects conducted
by other groups— The Dutch Corner
History Group in Bedford County and its
project of rehabilitating and preserving
18th and 19th century farm graveyards
and a WPA Project creating an inventory
of Pennsylvania religious congregation
records. Education and training, going
hand-in-hand with preservation, is not
neglected. You’ll also find an educational
article in this edition on use of grantor and
grantee indexes.

So, GSP continues to focus on education
and preservation. But what is your own
personal mission, your personal genealogy
goal? Is it to learn AND preserve?
Genealogists often attend lectures,
workshops, conferences, and webinars.
We consult with others on our brick
walls, we read books, we join genealogy
organizations, we surf the Internet. We
do all of this because we are determined
to learn as much as possible about our
ancestors.

I For his years of service to the genealogical community; his
I dedication to meticulous adherence to best practices in the
I field of genealogy as researcher, writer, and lecturer; and his
■ volunteer efforts for the National Genealogical Society and
I the genealogical community at large, the NGS Board has
I elected Donn J. Devine, CG a Fellow of the society.

Devine has been the archivist of the Catholic Diocese
of Wilmington since 1989. He served eight years as a
director of NGS from 1994-2002. Donn was one of the
first lecturers on the appropriate use of DNA and serves
as the administrator of two family DNA projects. He has

been Board-certified since 1987 and has performed many services for the genealogical
community at large.

He chaired NGS’s committee on standards and currently serves on the Records
Preservation & Access Committee and is a member of the National Geographical
Society Quaterly Editorial Board. He is a former trustee of the Board for Certification
of Genealogists (1992-2006), for which he currently serves as general counsel. He is a
past president of the Delaware Society, Sons of the American Revolution, and is a board
member of the Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania.

Among Donn’s publications are “Sorting Relationships Among Families with the Same
Surname: An Irish American DNA Study,” published in NGSQ in December 2005. His
articles have been published in The American Genealogist and The Delaware Genealogical
Society Journal. His most recent article, “The European Origin of George Falk (1823-
1900), Brooklyn Watchmaker,” was published in The New York Genealogical & Biographical
Society Record in January 2013.

GSP Board Member and
NSG Fellow Donn J.
Devine

you can preserve for your descendants; not
only for them to cherish but for them to use
as a tool in the future to understand their
ancestors?

Join Donn J. Devine for a
lunchtime lecture on DNA
July 11.

Donn J. Devine, CG will give an
introductory and intermediate look
at what DNA tests can add to a family
history in a lecture entitled DNA:
Practical Applications to Genealogy.

The lecture will be from noon-1 p.m.
at the Free Library of Philadelphia’s
City Institute branch at 19th and
Locust Sts. in Philadelphia.

No registration necessary for this
program.

The act of preserving anything brings that
item into sharper focus. You may then
notice in it something of value you never
anticipated. Working on a tombstone
inscription project led me to some ancestors
I didn’t know I had and never would have
imagined were buried there. Indexing
tax records for a city archives led me to
unexpected records on ancestors’ homes,
including photos made almost a 100 years
ago!

Transcribing hard-to-read journal entries
made on blank pages of an old family Bible
to preserve what was written over 200 years
ago provided priceless information on the
writer, his life and family, and the local and
regional events during his lifetime!

So, I encourage you all to lead a balanced
genealogy life. Education and preservation
together will really enrich your research!

Carol M. Sheaffer
GSP President

What is your personal goal of preservation?
Are there preservation projects in your
area you can help with or have you spotted
something that needs preservation— a
cemetery, records of an organization or
church? How about in your own family?
Are you identifying priceless original
family documents, photos, and artifacts
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