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So you found an interesting
document signed by an ancestor
but it leaves you wondering, “ What
does it mean?”

The law and the widow's choice
What happened here? Did Philippina
give up the $300.00 she was left in the
will, only to get $100.45? What happened
to the remainder of Fredericks $3500+
estate?

By Judy G. Russell, JD,
CG, CGL

Come to Genealogy and Law on Saturday,
Oct. 26 to learn about the documents you
have and how to find more of them. The
program will be held from 10 a.m.-3:30
p.m. in Media.

Among the topics are:

Don’t Forget the Ladies— A Genealogists
Guide to Women and the Law by Judy G.
Russell, JD, CG, CGL
In early America, women were all too
often the people whose name did not
appear in records. The common law
brought over by the colonists relegated
women to “protected” — second-class—
status. Understanding the law as it existed
and changed over the years helps explain
the records we find of our ancestors.

Reprinted from The
Legal Genealogist

When Frederick
Kicherer of Jefferson
County, Pennsylvania,

wrote his will on the 6th of June, 1896,
he made only one bequest to his wife
Philippina: “I give and bequeath unto my
beloved wife Phillippina Kicherer the sum
of three hundred dollars ($300.00) ...” He
left everything else in his substantial estate
to be divided among his children.

And that started a chain of events that left
an Oregon researcher, Judy Kellar Fox,
scratching her head.

First, Frederick added a codicil— an
amendment to the will— in October 1896,
in which he said that if his farm or real
estate wasn’t sold, then Phillippina “shall
have room in house sufficient for her
comfortable living” for “as long as she
shall live.”

To get the answers, Judy turned to The
Legal Genealogist, and it turns out that
the answer starts back on the 4th of
April 1797. That’s when the Pennsylvania
Legislature first passed a law that

If any testator after the passing of this
act, shall devise or bequeath to his wife,
any portion of his estate, such devise
or bequest shall be deemed and taken
to be in lieu and bar of her dower out
of the estate of her deceased husband,
... Provided always, That nothing in
this section contained, shall deprive the
widow of her choice either to dower, or
the estate so devised or bequeathed.

In English: if the husband left anything
to the wife in his will, she got to choose
between what she’d get under the will
and what she’d get if she opted for dower.
Dower, you may recall, is defined by
Black’s Law Dictionary as, “the provision
which the law makes for a widow out of
the lands or tenements of her husband.”
At common law, a wife had the right to
a life estate in one-third of her husband’s
real estate.

Finding and Using Online Legal Resources
by Michael Hait, CG
Learn how to locate federal and state laws
and court decisions online and what effect
they had on our ancestors’ daily lives.

Government Documents: A Rich
Genealogical Source by Claire Mire Bettag,
CG, FUGA
Published government documents—
popularly called “gov docs”— are among
the most valuable genealogical resources
for family historians. This presentation
focuses on the US Serial Set, a uniquely
valuable resource for researchers.

Frederick then died on 16 February 1900;
his will was admitted to probate on 21
February. On 13 March, an inventory of
the estate valued it at more than $3,600,
the personal property sale list was
filed and a “List of Goods to Widow ...
amounting to ($)100.45” was also filed.

And nearly a year later, on 16 January
1901, Philippina filed a document saying
she didn’t want what Frederick left her in
the will:

But a widow under the 1797 statute
only got to choose between the will and
dower under specific circumstances. For
example, she had to have been lawfully
married to the husband, and he had to
have owned lands that were covered by
dower rights.

The Pennsylvania Legislature then
extended the rights of the widow by the
intestate act of 1833. That provided that
the widow would get a life estate in one-
third of her husband’s real estate and

Law cont’d on back panel

Forensic Genealogy in a Nutshell by
Michael S. Ramage, JD, CG
Forensic genealogy involves the legal side
of family history. This talk will provide an
overview of what is involved in this field. I, Philopena Kichererr, widow of the said

Frederic Kichererr, deceased, do hereby
waive the devise and bequest to me made
under the will of said deceased, and
elect to take my dower and share of his
personal estate under the intestate laws
of this Commonwealth.

Read the companion article on this page
for a flavor of the kinds of interesting
information that will be discussed.

For more information visit ww.genpa.org.
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Genealogical Resources Make Headlines from the Past Gome Alive

The Deering Massacre: Murder at the Neck
The bodies were identified as Christopher
Deering, age 38; Julia Deering, age 45; John
Deering, age 8; Thomas Deering, age 6; Anna
Deering, age 4; Emily Deering, age 2; and
Elizabeth Dolan, age 28. A fifth child of the
Deerings, William, was saved because he
was visiting with his maternal grandparents,
William and Bridget Duffy, in West
Philadelphia.

The police entered the two-story frame house
through an open window finding the rooms
in total disarray with bureau drawers, closets,
and trunks ransacked. Even the top of a
clock had been removed. It was reported that
Mr. Deering kept a considerable amount of
money about him and the assumption was
that robbery was the motive for the killings.

for Sunday dinner. The meat was found
under the seat of the wagon that was parked
near the barn, and the horse was found in his
stall with the harness removed.

■4�,

\ Mr. Deering was found, with his gloves still
on, fully dressed, pockets turned inside out,
with his hat and boots missing. Miss Dolan
was still dressed in mourning attire.

On April 11, 1866 Morton McMichael,
Mayor of Philadelphia offered a $1,000
reward “for such information as shall lead
to the detection and conviction of the
perpetrator, or perpetrators of this most
horrible deed.”

' - •£
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By
Susan Koelble
GSP vice president

On Wednesday, April 11, 1866 a friend and
neighbor of Christopher Deering visited
the Deering farm to check on a colt he was
boarding. When he entered the barn he was
stunned to find a man’s foot protruding from
the hay.

Upon further investigation by the police, six
more slayed family members were found,
making this one of the most gruesome and
horrific murders in Philadelphia history.

Christopher Deering and Julia Duffy, both
Irish immigrants, married in the mid-1850s
and by 1866 had six children. Mr. Deering
worked as a drover, buying and selling
cattle, as an agent for Theodore Mitchell, a
Philadelphia merchant. The Deering family
also lived on a farm owned by Mr. Mitchell at
Point House Road and James Lane in Point
Breeze, also known as “The Neck.”

On April 13, 1866 Antoine Ganter was
arrested by police officer George Dorsey as
he was crossing the Market Street Bridge over
the Schuylkill River.

Two people were at once suspected: A boy
named Cornelius Carey, age 17, bound
to Christopher Deering for the last 7 or 8
years and a German
laborer who had only
worked at the farm
for about 2 months.
Neither had been
seen for several days
and they were not
among the dead.

Mrs. Duffy, the mother
of Julia Deering,
identified the prisoner
as the man employed by
her son-in-law and also
identified the clothing
found on Antoine
Ganter as that of
Christopher Deering.

Antoine Ganter was
identified as a German
immigrant who served
in the 5th Pennsylvania
Cavalry and had lost a

thumb during the Civil War. He was 38 years
old, weighing about 160 lbs., with broad
shoulders, heavy black moustache, dark
brown hair, and wearing military pants.

At this point an immense crowd formed
around the police station at the State House,
threatening to lynch the prisoner and
he had to be immediately transferred to
Moyamensing Prison.

Antoine Ganter admitted to the murder of
Cornelius Carey but claimed that another
man, Jacob Youder, killed the others. At
his trial he gave the following account, not
mentioning Jacob Youder again.

After Mr. Deering left for the City, Ganter
went to the field where Cornelius was
working, killing him with an ax. He then
went to the house and asked Mrs. Deering to

Deering cont’d on right panel

MOCLJUIATION.

$1,000 BE WARD,
WliEKJKAfl, The familyof ChristopherDeerlog,

consisting of himself, -wife, niece, and four chil¬
dren.having been murdered under. the most
frightful atrocity, in the FirstWardof this city,
1do hereby offer a reward of ONE THOUSAND
DOTXARS for such information asshall lead to
thedetection and conviction of the perpetrator,
or perpetrators of this most horrible deed.

MORTON McMICHAEL, Mayor.
PHILADELPHIA, April 11, 1866.

In retrospect, the
neighbors told police
that they had not
seen any activity
at the farm since
Friday morning when two of the children
were spotted chasing ducks in the meadow.
However, because the nearest house was
a quarter of a mile away this was not too
unusual.

As soon as the first body was discovered,
information was conveyed to the Second
District Police Station and then by telegraph
to the Philadelphia Central Station. Chief
Detectives Samuel G. Ruggles and Benjamin
Franklin, Police Lieutenant Frank Hampton,
Detective John Lamon, as well as High
Constable Harrison G. Clark and Coroner
William Taylor were dispatched immediately.

It was then that they discovered the body of
Mr. Deerings niece, Elizabeth Dolan, next to
him. Further searching found Mrs. Deering
and four of her children, all dead, in the corn
crib. All seven heads were nearly severed and
it was determined that they had been killed
with an ax and knife.

An investigation into the activities of the
Deering family’s last day was started with the
hopes of making some sense to the how and
why of this tragedy.

Mr. Deering apparently left the house early
Saturday morning having an appointment
with his employer, Mr. Mitchell, on Arch
Street. After the meeting he then went to the
steamboat station to meet his niece, Elizabeth
Dolan, who was returning from a funeral in
Trenton, NJ.
The pair then stopped at the Wharton market
on Moyamensing Avenue to purchase meat



The Old York Road Historical Society Has Impressive New Digs

with over 160,000 photographs, most in
significant dedicated collections.

The postcard collection is another gem;
they’ve shared many images with Arcadia
Printing for their books on Abington/
Jenkintown/Rockledge, Cheltenham,
The Morelands and Bryn Athyn, Willow
Grove Park, Philadelphia architect
Horace Trumbauer, and more recently,
Oak Lane/Olney/Logan.

The OYRHS serves the historic
community well, but it also offers records
of particular interest to genealogists.

For example, they have an extensive
collection of census and tax records,
cemetery inventories, family genealogies,
and church records for Abington
Friends Meeting (1685-1947), Abington
Presbyterian Church (1713-1862), and
All Hallows Episcopal Church (1898-
1996), plus 21 volumes of local obituaries
and death notices (1991 to present). So
it’s a repository you don’t want to miss.

Details about the society and its holdings
are available online at www.oyrhs.org.

Location: Alverthorpe Manor, 515
Meetinghouse Road, Jenkintown, PA.
Phone: 215-886-8590. Hours: Monday
7-9 p.m., Tuesday 11 a.m.-2 p.m.,
Wednesday 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

County to New Hope in Bucks County),
OYRHS continues that mission today.

David explained that the society serves as
the major historical repository for Eastern
Montgomery County communities, and
specifically the townships of Abington,
Cheltenham, Lower and Upper Moreland,
and the boroughs of Bryn Athyn,
Hatboro, Jenkintown, and Rockledge.
OYRHS’s holdings include books,
manuscripts, directories, periodicals,
newspapers, photographs, maps, and
much more.
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Alverthorpe Manor
For example, the society has several
hundred books related to the
communities along the Old York Road
corridor as well as classic references, such
as the Colonial Records, Pennsylvania

By Jane Benner
GSP Board Member

Driving through the high stone walls
surrounding Alverthorpe Manor on
Meetinghouse Road in Jenkintown, I
knew to expect the stately mansion, but I
didn’t know what I’d find at the Old York
Road Historical Society’s (OYRHS’s) new
home inside.

Previously located nearby in the
Jenkintown Library, the OYRHS was
known as much for its somewhat
cramped quarters in the library’s
basement as for its deep collection of
local history and genealogy records.

Inside the mansion, a wide winding
staircase leads to the second floor,
where OYRHS is now located. Several
researchers were there, some looking at
microfilm, some digging through old
books from the stacks, others discussing
their findings with knowledgeable
volunteers.

David B. Rowland, president of the OYRHS
board of directors, helping researchers.

Archives; The War of the Rebellion: Official
Records of the Union and Confederate
Armies; and Bates’ History of the
Pennsylvania Volunteers, 1861-65.

Local newspapers and periodicals
published during the past 160 years as
well as property atlases and maps also
are housed here, along with pamphlets,
architectural drawings, and family
memorabilia that fill numerous file
drawers.

*David B. Rowland, OYRHS’s president,
welcomed me to the new digs and gave
me a quick overview of the society’s
history.

Formed in 1936 to study and preserve the
history and folklore of the community
around Old York Road (which stretches They also have the most extensive
from Philadelphia through Montgomery collection of images related to the

communities along Old York Road

Spiral stairwell at new home of the OYRHS



Two New Books Could Help You Flesh Out Your Family Research

After a family historian has gathered names, dates, and addresses of
ancestors it’s natural to wonder what everyday life was like for these
people. If you have Irish ancestors who settled in Kensington in the
1840s or people who lived in Delaware County in the 1880s, you’re in
luck.

In The Killing of John Sharpless: The Pursuit of
Justice in Delaware County (The History Press,
2013) Stephanie Hoover paints a portrait of
convoluted and corrupt police detective work to
find the killer of the Quaker John Sharpless that
had less to do with finding the culprit and more
to do with getting the $3,000 reward. (Yes. Police
then could claim the reward.)

KILLIi
JOHN

SHARPLETwo genealogists have used their well-honed research skills to flesh
out these time periods. They name names, some of which may be part
of your research.

It was an investigation in which eyewitness
testimony and the facts had little to do with whoKenneth W. Milano doesn’t tell a pretty tale in

his book, The Philadelphia Nativist Riots: Irish
NAtiViSf Kensington Erupts (Charleston: The History

Press, 2013). It is the story of conflict between
the newly arrived Irish Catholics and the

j Nativists, many of whom were of Presbyterian
f Irish descent but born in the United States.

PHILADELPHIA was arrested, tried, and convicted.

Readers will learn about the criminal justice system and the Quaker
and the African-American communities in Delaware County in the
later half of the 19th century.

Hoover shares the techniques she used to investigate the murder
and write the book on a blog post on www.genpa.org entitled, How
I Uncovered the Complex Tale of the Killing of Quaker John Sharpless
(and Why You Should Use These Techniques in Your Family History
Research).

For another article using genealogical research methods to investigate
a murder, see The Deering Massacre: Murder at the Neck on the inside
left panel.

Riots

The conflict started when Irish Catholics asked
that their children be excused from reading
the Protestant Bible in schools. Three days of

deadly rioting created fires that destroyed homes, businesses, and two
Roman Catholic churches.

m
KENSINGTON ERUpTS

In reading the book about the fighting and conflagration, you’ll get
an idea of the cottage textile industry in Kensington, what living
conditions were like, how the neighborhoods of Kensington and
Fishtown were organized, and why Philadelphia has an extensive
parochial school system.

Law cont’d from front panel
one-third of his personal property absolutely, creditors and heirs. ... If personal property
And § 11 of the act said that if the husband be appraised and set apart to her, and if the
left anything to the wife in his will, she could appraisement be approved by the Orphans’
choose between the inheritance under the Court, her ownership of it is complete.”
will or what she would have gotten under
this new statute if he hadn’t had a will at all.

So the trade-off was this:
•(1) under the will, the specific personal
property she chose (the $100.45 mentioned),
$300 and the right to live in the house for
life or at least as long as it wasn’t sold, but
obviously with no right to say how the house,
land, etc. was managed and no right to any of
the profits of the land; or

•(2) setting the will aside, the specific
personal property she wanted, plus one-third
of the personal property, plus a life estate in
one-third of the land, including the right to
say what was done with the land and to have
the income from the coal and oil leases on
the land.

Philippina here had clearly elected to take
some of the personal property as the widow’s

That concept— that the widow could choose election. That’s what the $100.45 was far-
between what she’d get under the will and
what she’d get if her husband hadn’t left a will here by the Orphans’ Court.
at all— was reaffirmed in § 11 of the Act of

property that was appraised and approved

What she had to decide was whether to take
what else she’d get under the will— or refuse
it and take what the law would give her. And
there’s one other little fact that undoubtedly
played into her decision: there were minerals
leases on the land.

11 April 1848 and § 1 of the Act of 20 April
1869. And, by law, the widow was given a
whole year to make her election between
the two, and she had to be given a full and
complete inventory of the estate so she’d
know what the choices really meant.

This was a no-brainer. Philippina made the
right choice. No wonder that, when she died
some nine years later, her estate was worth
almost as much as Frederick’s had been.

As someone with only a life tenancy in theAnd, on top of those laws, § 5 of another
law, the act of 14 April 1851, gave any widow house under the will> she wouldn’t get any
the right to retain any real or personal of the money from the leases. But as a life
property she wanted out of the estate, to a tenant in one-third of all the lands? Oh
total value of not more than $300: “the Act yeah- Pennsylvania law at the time was very

clear on that point. A life tenant in land was
entitled to the income from coal leases and
from oil leases on the land.

[Note: Source citations appear in full at Judy
G. Russell, “Philippina’s choice,” The Legal
Genealogist, http://www.legalgenealogist.com/blog,
posted 14 February 2013.]❖

of 1851 gives to a widow a right to property
of her deceased husband amounting in value
to $300, absolutely and in preference to
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There Are More in the Recorder of Deeds Office than Deeds
Third in a series to educate the novice
genealogist

where that new location was. Another reason
would be if a man was taking a trip, either
within this country or overseas. He might
give the power of attorney to his wife or a
close relative.

for the sheriff sale and the date of the sale
notice in the newspaper.

By Susan Koelble
GSP Vice President

Miscellaneous Books are a catchall of odds
and ends not necessarily pertaining to
land records but are needed to be recorded
somewhere. Some of the documents I have
found recorded in Miscellaneous Books are:
marriages, prenuptial agreements, and this
one of my favorites.

Land transactions are not the only
documents recorded with the Pennsylvania
Recorder of Deeds office. Mortgages, power
of attorney and estate settlements are a few
that would be of interest to a genealogist.

Mortgages will give you some indication of
your ancestor’s financial situation. If they are
on the grantor end, they may lean toward the
wealthy side, and if they are on the grantee
end they may be having some financial
difficulties.

Lastly, a power of attorney would sometimes
be given when bankruptcy was filed and all
of the persons possessions were sold.

Estate Settlements are often valuable in
defining the names and locations of any
heirs to the estate. When property was
bequeathed in a will or divided among
decedents in an administration, all the
names of those entitled to a portion of the
deceased property would be named in the
transactions for settlement of the land. You
will often find not only the names of a mans
sons, but the names of his daughters and
sons-in-law. Also, the current location of
these people will be given.

Sheriff Deeds are filed when a property
is lost due to debt. These indentures are
recorded in separate books from Deed
Books but are indexed in the Grantor/
Grantee indices. You will often get the reason

Bucks County Miscellaneous Book 12
24 April 1857
Easton October 1856

Mrs Marian with these few lines I shall state
to you that I am going on board of a vessel
to go to Europe with the understanding that
I will come to this Country or not, but I
think not land on this side any more. I have
tried this long enough. If you had acted
like a woman had ought to it would be a
different thing altogether. You know how
you have tormented me when you was with
Edward. You may have all the property
that is in my and your name. You always
growled you had no money, turn it into
money and live off it as long as you live...

The Power of Attorney was used in several
ways. If a family decided to move a great
distance from their current residence they
gave the power of attorney to a family
member or lawyer so that the property may
be sold without their having to return to sign
the legal document.

From this you would learn: When they
purchased the property they were selling,
when they left for their new location, and

Deering cont’dfrom left panel

come to the barn
j with him where
I he killed her- He
j then enticed the
jj — children into
j! _ the barn, one by

one. The last and
j youngest child

~ fu.. he actually went
8 into the house and

carried to the barn.

On May 16, 1866 Judge Joseph Allison
sentenced Antoine Ganter to be hanged by
the neck until dead. After the verdict, when
the accused was asked by an interpreter if
he understood the sentence he replied, “I
understood all the judge said, but he did not
say when I was going to be hung.” Antoine
Ganter was hanged on June 8, 1866, two
months after the murder.

On February 27, 1909 he was buried at St.
Mary’s Cemetery where his parents and
siblings had been interred 43 years earlier.❖
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The remaining member of the Deering
family, William, lived with his grandparents,
William and Bridget Duffy, in West
Philadelphia until their death and then with
his uncle Patrick Duffy until his marriage.
He supported his wife and children as a
butcher.

He then went to the house to search for
money and valuables and while there he
washed, dressed and waited for Mr. Deering
to return. Upon his return, Ganter told Mr.
Deering that there was a sick cow and asked
him to accompany him to the barn, where
he proceeded to cut his throat.

Lastly, he called Miss Dolan to the barn
where she became his last victim. With all
dead he left the farm and went into the City
where he spent the night in debauchery.

It would have been nice if this man could
have died peacefully in his sleep at a very old
age after all the trauma he had in his life, but
William Deering died on February 23, 1909
at the age of 50 when he fractured his skull
by falling down the steps of a sawmill.

PIH Editor, Deborah Coombe Haas,
Editor@genpa.org.
GSP Executive Director Joyce Homan,
ExecDir@genpa.org.
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A Letter from The President

You’ll notice an emphasis in this edition
of Penn in Hand on legal issues that
came to bear on the lives of our ancestors seem to have closely monitored their

members and sought to intervene and
correct negative behavior. I have a
number of Quaker ancestors disciplined
or read out of meeting for such things
as marrying a non-Quaker, adultery,
trespassing, taking resources from
someone else’s properties such as
chopping down trees, and failure to pay
debts.

are quite helpful, but don’t forget early
records of religious groups.

who interacted with the legal system in
positive ways— paying taxes, purchasing
property, honorable discharge from the
military, serving on juries, and so on,
and their records provide a well-rounded
view of each of them and their lives.

Quakers and Presbyterians, in particular,

and are important as well in our lives as
researchers.

Learn by reading articles in this edition
of Penn in Hand about murder and
mayhem and women’s issues with
property and estates.

Learn even more by coming to the
all-day GSP-sponsored Genealogy
and the Law Conference on Oct. 26 at
the Delaware County Bar Association
Building in Media.

See details and register on the GSP
website, www.genpa.org.

Hope to see you there!

Carol M. Sheaffer, President
Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania

Yes, murder, mayhem, disorderliness,
tax evasion, fraud, theft, divorce,
contested wills, property ownership,
naturalization— all of this and much
more may have been a part of your
ancestor’s life.

The good news is that those ancestors
who interacted with the legal system
may prove to be colorful characters and, Stratton, was often called before the
most definitely, their activities produced church authorities on family accusations
documents for us to find!

My Presbyterian ancestors were equally
offensive. One in particular, Fithian

of failure to provide enough money for
the care of his mother, of having tied her
to a tree (small apple tree in the front
yard) and hit her with a stick (he claimed
she was out of control and interfering
with his efforts in the house to discipline
the children!).

And, where might those records
be? Courthouses, county clerk’s and
Surrogate’s Offices, police blotters,
newspapers, military records, blacksheep
and criminal databases online (see
listings on www.cyndislist.com;
blacksheepancestors.com; International
Blacksheep Society of Genealogists, ibssg. arrested for operating a still, and court
org, and Ron Arons, www.ronarons.com ) martialed for desertion (found guilty of

being AWOL). Of course, there are those

I’ve had ancestors tried for murder, GSP President Carol M. Shaeffer and
Board Member Nancy C. Nelson will be
featured speakers at The Genealogy Event
on Saturday, Nov. 2 at the Metropolitan
Pavilion in New York.

Their topic will be Would I Lie to You?
The Many Ways in Which Our Ancestors
Can Lead Us Astray. Carol and Nancy will
talk about how records of our ancestors
can be full of errors and misinformation
that would lead us astray as we try to
research them. Examples of such records
and their impact on the researcher will be
discussed.

Geohistory Network Compiles Records of Historic Philadelphia

Earlier this year those attending the GSP-
NARA First Friday program were excited
to learn about an online resource called the
Greater Philadelphia GeoHistory Network
(GPGHN), a website created, hosted,
and maintained by the Athenaeum of
Philadelphia.

Bruce Laverty, Curator of Architecture at
the Athenaeum, reviewed the resources
on the GPGHN site in real time for us
and explained how to access the digital
collections housed on the site. Among the
highlights for researchers in the area of
Philadelphia and its immediate suburbs are:

■ Approximately 7,000 regional maps
covering different time periods

■ 90% of Philadelphia county and
suburban digitized railroad atlases

■ Digitized images of 1785-1867
Philadelphia City Directories

■ Hexamer Industrial Survey Maps of
Philadelphia, 1866-1896

■ State maps of Pennsylvania, 1775-1877
■ Map resources for Bucks, Chester,

Delaware, and Montgomery counties
and Delaware, Maryland and New Jersey

The purpose of the GeoHistory Network is
to gather geographic materials useful for the
study of historic Philadelphia and its region,
making the site an invaluable resource
for genealogists. Visit the site at www.
philageohistory.org.

The Athenaeum is a member-supported,
not-for-profit, special collections library
founded in 1814. It provides the Philadelphia
region access to unparalleled collections
in matters of architecture and interior
design history, particularly for the period
1800-1945. The Athenaeum’s catalog and
its collections can be explored at its website,
www.philaathenaeum.org.

The library is located at 219 S. 6th St. in
Philadelphia.

Other sessions will cover such topics as:
researching newspapers; city directories;
US passports; DNA; photo history; family
history books; genealogy trip planning,
to name but a few. Speakers will include
Maureen Taylor, Nancy and Biff Barnes,
Ron Arons, Terry Koch-Bostic, and Judy
G Russell.

The one-day event will be filled with great
opportunities to begin or enhance your
knowledge in genealogy. Experts will
be on hand to share ideas, insights, and
recommendations to further your family
tree discoveries. GSP will be among the
exhibitors.

For further information visit www.
thegenealogicalevent.com.




