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Chicago’s Newberry Is a Rich Resource
for Pennsylvania Family Research

Local Histories. This collection includes
county, city, town, church, and other
local histories from all regions of the
United States as well as from Canada
and the British Isles. The library holds
comprehensive collections of New
England town histories as well as
county histories from the Midwest and
Mid-Atlantic states.
Genealogical Source Material.
Published indexes, abstracts, or
transcriptions of pre-twentieth century
records of birth, death, and marriage
as well as probate, deed, court, tax, and
cemetery records form an important
segment of the genealogy collection.
These holdings are primarily from
the area of the Mississippi Valley to
the Eastern Seaboard, as well as from
Canada and the British Isles.
Military Records. The Newberry
collects roster and pension reference
works covering the colonial wars
through the Civil War, with a particular
emphasis on Civil War unit histories.
Some materials on the Spanish
American War, WWI, and WWII are
also available.

programs. From the website, you can access
the online catalog, the primary tool for
identifying and locating resources relevant
to your research. Books, maps, periodicals,
and manuscripts are listed in this catalog.

The library holds an estimated 600,000
maps, atlases, and books about cartography.
Not all of these resources are listed in the
primary online catalog, however, so you’ll
want to consult the Cartographic Catalog
(NLCC) as well. To explore the manuscript
collections, check both the online catalog
and the Manuscripts and Archives page.

Genealogy subject guides for a variety of
ethnic, geographic, military, and other
topics can be found on the website along
with special finding aids for city directories,
newspapers, and Chicago research. The
Genealogy News blog provides updates on
classes, lectures, and other events as well as
articles on research sources and strategies.

Catalog Strategies
We often get the question, “How do I find
my family history in your holdings?” The
best way to find published family histories
held at the Newberry is to start with the
online catalog.

In the “Search For” field, enter [surname]
family. For example, enter Penn family.
(Note: The catalog is not case sensitive.)
Using the word family after the surname
will narrow the results to include only
genealogies. Select “Subject” in the “Search
By” field. Click on the “Search” button.

A list of subject headings will be displayed.
The number of items cataloged with
each subject heading is shown to the left.
If “Penn Family” is listed, click on that
entry and you’ll see a list of the library’s

Newberry cont’d on inside right panel

Reading Room at the Newberry, Chicago’s
independent research library

by Ginger Frere, MLIS
www.newberry.org

The Newberry is a world-renowned
independent research library in Chicago.
Free and open to the public since 1887,
it contains an extensive non-circulating
collection of rare books, maps, and
manuscripts. All of the collections are open "
to anyone at least 16 years old or a junior
in high school. A genealogist-friendly
reference desk is staffed by experienced
librarians who are always available to answer
questions and offer research guidance.

Genealogy Collection Overview
Collection strengths at the Newberry
include: family histories, local histories
for counties and cities nationwide, city
directories, biographical resources, vital
record indexes, censuses, military histories,
land ownership maps, and immigration
information. The collection is nationwide in
scope and especially strong in the Midwest
and Chicago. Here are some highlights:

■ Genealogies.The Newberry has over
17,000 published genealogies. Coverage
of Colonial America and New England
is emphasized.

The library has complete runs of many
state and county historical and genealogical
publications.

Databases
Resources available within the building
include: Ancestry.com, HeritageQuest Online,
ProQuest Historical Newspapers Chicago
Tribune and New York Times, American
Ancestors, Genline, Fold3 and JSTOR.

Finding the Right Materials
The Newberry’s website offers a wealth of
information about the library, its collections,
research centers, events, and public
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Don't Forget Online Auctions as a Genealogical Resource
new genealogy website announces that it has
“millions of names.”

was dreaming? Did I jump up and down and
yell a lot? Did I place a bid? All of the above.
And then I had to endure nearly 48 hours
until the auction ended.

By Nancy Cassada Nelson
GSP Board Member

Late one summer afternoon, I was sitting at
the computer with nothing special in mind. I
went to Google images, and typed in “Dr. W.
H. Gominger.” This was an uncle of my great¬
grandmother Agnes.

I knew that he had been a physician in
Philadelphia and that he had served as a
surgeon and a major in the Union Army
during the Civil War. A previous search had
located a transcription of a letter dated 1862,
in which an orderly in an army hospital
mentioned Doctor Gominger by name.

We all know how it works on those
CSI mystery shows on television. The
investigators find a partial thumbprint
or a button that’s been torn from a shirt.
The computer nerds tap a few keys on the
computer and up pops a photo of the suspect,
along with his current address and all other
relevant information. Before the hour is over,
he is found and safely locked away.

Finding ancestors on the Internet works the
same way, right? At least that’s what our non¬
genealogist relatives believe. We all know

There were a few more bids— no way to tell if
it was one bidder or more— but I did prevail,
and within less than a week the photo arrived
in the mail. It is quite small, in the carte
de visite style that was popular during the
Civil War. The photo is signed on the back,
apparently for a fellow surgeon or maybe an
orderly. The photo is in pristine condition;
it has apparently been well taken care of but
not often looked at in the past 150 years.

What made me do that search during the
five-day period that the photo was up for
auction? There are people who say that the
ancestors will contact us when they want
to be found. Maybe Dr. Gominger didn’t
want his picture to spend the next 100 years
in some collector’s archives. He probably
preferred to be with family in the place of
honor that he has today.

Now if the good doctor could only look at
our two mystery photos and tell us whether
either of the ladies is his niece Agnes ...
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Have you failed to find further evidence
in Pennsylvania repositories and other
resources for a Colonial immigrant
recorded as arriving or residing in
Pennsylvania?

Don’t overlook the three lower counties
on the Delaware, later to become the
State of Delaware. Until the Revolution
and American independence, they, too,
were Pennsylvania, and the missing
elusive immigrant to Pennsylvania may
well be found lower counties.

■Hawn J

Dr. W. H. Gominger’s carte de visite

He appears in several census years including
the 1890 veterans census, and he had a
pension, so the pension cards are online. As a
doctor, he signed dozens of death certificates
in Philadelphia, so I wouldn’t have been
surprised if a document had popped up with
his signature on it.

What popped up, however, was a full-length
photo of him in the uniform of a Union
Army officer— boots, sword, the whole
shebang.

I had stumbled across an auction at eBay.
com. The seller could identify him because
Dr. Gominger had signed the photo on the
back. Did I blink and rub my eyes to see if I

that it doesn’t work that way ... or does it? If
your family tree contains an unusual name or
if your family lived in a unique location, an
Internet search on just that name or location
might bring startling results.

My “go-to” name is Gominger. That was
the name of my paternal grandfather’s
mother. This family was in Germantown in
Philadelphia County as early as 1770 and
later in Kensington.

The name is often misspelled, but when
family members have the chance to write it
themselves, it is spelled Gominger. This is
the name I enter in the search box when a

Most of the pertinent records can
be found in one of two Delaware
repositories— the Delaware Public
Archives in Dover and the Delaware
Historical Society in Wilmington.

Both facilities are joys to work in with
knowledgeable and helpful staffs.

For further information visit archives.
delaware.gov and www.hsd.org.



GSP Sponsors a Free
Webinar
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Shiplndex.orghzs over 140,000 free citations to ships mentioned in
important maritime history books and journals, including 40,000
authority records from WorldCat. The subscription database has
nearly 2.8 million citations in it from a broader range of sources.

Peter McCracken is a co-founder of Serials Solutions, the largest
e-journal access and management provider, and is an expert in
managing library electronic resources.

Before Serials Solutions, he worked as a reference librarian at East
Carolina University and the University of Washington. He holds an
MS in Library Science and an MA in Maritime History and lives in
Ithaca, NY.

Researching the Ship of Your Immigrant
Ancestor, Thursday, February 13 at 7p.m.

Locating information about vessels can be
a critical part of your genealogy research.
Not only may you be able to learn the name
of the ship on which your ancestor traveled
or perhaps served, but also what happened
onboard. There may be an image available to
add to your family history.

Peter McCracken, creator of Shiplndex.org,will
talk about the process of immigration and ways
of searching for information about ships, large
and small.

Image courtesy
John Oxley
Library, State
Library of
Queensland

To register go to www.genpa.org.

GSP Welcomes the Ulster Historical Foundation to Haverford on Friday, March 21

The Ulster Historical Foundation (UHF)
North American Lecture Tour will feature
sessions led by Fintan Mullan, Executive
Director, and Gillian Hunt, Research Officer.

and becoming familiar with the locality of
one’s ancestors is not merely of value as a
study in its own right, but fundamental in
being successful in one’s research.

6:00-6:45 p.m. Dinner break.
Enjoy a sandwich with tea or coffee, talk with
other attendees, and browse the history and
genealogy books available through UHF.

6:45-7:30 p.m. Using Land Records: Griffith
Valuation, Tithe Applotment, and Estate
Records.
This session covers the major land collections
including, Griffith Valuation, tithe
applotment books and tithe defaulters lists,
the published Ordnances Survey Memoirs,
and OS maps. It also explores some other
census substitutes for the nineteenth and late
eighteenth centuries.

7:30 - 8:00 p.m. Question and answer period.

UHF is a non-profit organization founded in
1956 to promote interest in Irish genealogy
and history, with particular reference to the
historical nine county province of Ulster. The
Foundation is one of the leading genealogical
research agencies in Ireland and a major
publisher of historical, educational, and
genealogical source books.

It has also devised a series of groundbreaking
online historical and genealogical resources
that have helped to transform the availability
of Irish records for family historians at home
and abroad.

Fintan has been Executive Director of Ulster
Historical Foundation since 2001. With
IT partners BRS Systems he pioneered the
online births, deaths, and marriages record
system for Antrim and Down, which led to
www.rootsireland.ie, the Irish Family History
Foundation’s unique database with over 20
million Irish historical records, making it
the most useful online resource for Irish
research.

The program is as follows:

4:15-5:00 p.m. Introduction to Irish and
Scots-Irish Family History Research.
A broad overview of Scots-Irish and Irish
research that will benefit beginners and
seasoned genealogists alike, this is a practical,
wide-ranging and informative session
exploring the major collections of records
and how to access them. This session is a
primer for Irish genealogical research.

5:00-5:45 p.m. Understanding Irish
Townlands.The Importance of Place, Identity,
and Administrative Divisions.
For Americans the vastness of their own
country may often make it difficult to
comprehend the very local and tightly-knit
nature of Irish society and the world of their
ancestors. The sense of place in rural Ireland
is paramount, and gaining an understanding
of this uniquely Irish sense of place and
location is crucial to being successful in Irish
genealogical research.

This presentation explores in some detail the
different administrative divisions— townland,
barony, civil and ecclesiastical parish,
county, Poor Law Union, District Electoral
Division— how they relate to each other, and
their importance in the historical records.
Understanding Irish administrative divisions

He has ensured the Foundation has
been at the forefront of digital database
developments for Irish genealogy. Since 2001
he has managed the production of over 100
individual and diverse publications including
the perennial favorite Researching Scots-Irish
Ancestors.

Gillian manages the Foundation’s many
genealogical activities. She carries out
research for clients and is an experienced
user of the Public Record Office of Northern
Ireland and the General Register Office.

The fee for the event is $30 for GSP members
and $40 for non-members Registration
includes dinner sandwiches and beverage.
The event will be held at the Haverford
Township Community Recreation and
Environmental Center (CREC), 9000
Parkview Drive in Haverford.

For program details and registration go to
www.genpa.org. Visit the UHF website at
www.ancestryireland.com to learn more about
the organization.



Look for Ancestors in Unexpected Places

John’s father born in Ireland and mother
born in Pennsylvania.

Armed with the newly discovered
information placing Jack in Ohio, rather
than California, I began searching again.
Jack showed up in the census with his wife
Alice in 1910 and as a widower living with
the Clemens family in Bedford, OH in 1920
and 1930.1also located a World War I draft
registration record that confirmed that the
John Cunningham living with the Clemens
family was him: the birthplace given on both
was Ashland, PA.

police telegraphed the address, it was found
that he did not live there.

By Valerie-Anne Lutz
APS Library’s Head of Manuscripts
Processing and GSP Board Member

Family members who seem to disappear can
be one of the most frustrating family history
challenges. They show up in census records
until a certain point, but when we try to find
them in the next or previous census, they are
nowhere to be found. Death certificates may
not be available, or we cannot locate them in
the records.

The third article stated that Edward was
taken to the Philadelphia Hospital yet again
after he was found wandering in a park. It
included the intriguing detail that he had
worked as a coal picker at Hunters Patch,
Schuylkill County near where the family had
lived prior to moving to Philadelphia.

The article described his shuddering and
twitching as he mentioned the colliery and
stated that, “It is believed that the constant
and monotonous work of picking the slate
from the coal as it passes along has mentally
deranged the young man.”

Two of the census records that I’d found
for 1910 and 1920 were for an Edward
Cunningham of the right age who was listed
in 1910 as an inmate at the Philadelphia
State Hospital and one who in 1920 was at
the State Asylum for the Chronically Insane,
now Wernersville State Hospital.

I searched the World War I draft
registrations again, and a result appeared
that had not before: one for the Edward
Cunningham at the State Asylum for
the Chronically Insane. His next of kin
was a name that I recognized: my great¬
grandmother’s (and Edward’s) sister, at a
known family address.

None of the Edward Cunninghams listed
in the 1930 census seemed to be him; all
of the others that I’d found were accounted
for in other locations in 1920. Some state
hospital records were available at the State
Archives of Pennsylvania in Harrisburg, but
Wernersville was not among those listed
under patient records. At the time, death
records also were not available for public
searching.

I thought that perhaps I would try the
Philadelphia State Hospital records at the
Philadelphia City Archives. As I knew
that Edward had been at the Philadelphia
almshouse in 1910,1decided to begin
searching in that year and work my way
back, but then recalled that two of the
newspaper articles had mentioned that he’d
been admitted to the Philadelphia State
Hospital, so I checked those dates and found
the admission records.

By combining our research in census records
with sources such as draft registrations,
newspapers, marriage records, and lesser-
used sources such as state hospital records,
we may be able to fill out their lives a bit
more and even find out where and when
they died.

One of the family history mysteries that
most fascinated me was the one about my
grandmother’s Uncle Jack, whom she never
knew. Jack had “run off to California” and
the family never heard from him again. My
grandmother said that her mother and aunts
were glad that he’d left, as he always teased
them and made life difficult for them. They
never tried to find him.

At the time, the 1940 census was not yet
available, but a search of the registrations for
the “old man’s draft” yielded the information
that Jack was still alive and living with a
Clemens son’s family in 1942.

In one evening I had added almost 40
years to my knowledge of Jack’s life and
whereabouts. Knowing that Jack was
still alive in 1942 narrowed considerably
the years in which I had to search for
death records from after 1930 to after
1942. Unfortunately, none of the death
records that I’ve found in Ohio seem to be
conclusively his.

Edward was a bit more elusive. As with Jack,
I had no idea which of the many possibilities
in the 1910 and 1920 censuses could be him.
When the Philadelphia Inquirer records
became available in GenealogyBank, I
searched for “Edward Cunningham” (in
quotes) in the keyword search box.

Among the results were a few about a
troubled young man named Edward
Cunningham who had wandered away
from home. Along with a description of
his physical appearance and clothing, that
“he had been acting strangely of late,” and
the statement that “any information of his
whereabouts will be gratefully received by
his mother,” the first article included his
address, which matched a known family
residence. I’d found “our” Edward.

When I began researching family history I
discovered a second brother in addition to
Jack: Edward. These fellows were difficult to
locate in records; both were unemployed on
census day in 1900. By 1907, the brothers
were nowhere to be found. I tried searching
California census records for 1910 and 1920,
but although I found a few possible matches,
none were definitively them.

I went on FamilySearch.org looking for
anyone named Cunningham with parents
named Cornelius Cunningham and
Margaret McGuire. When I found nothing,
I tried again, this time searching for all
Cunninghams with parents Cornelius
and Margaret. I couldn’t believe it when
a result appeared: a marriage record for a
John Cunningham and Alice Gannon in
Cuyahoga County, OH!

I checked the full record and the
information matched “our” John/Jack: he
was born in Ashland, PA and his mother’s
maiden name was Margaret McGuire. The
parents’ birthplaces also matched, with

The second article described how he was
“found insane,” “imagines that he is a
politician,” and “spoke of the number of
policemen he had appointed to the force”
after which he was taken to the Philadelphia
Hospital for the Insane. It gave his address
as “Percel Street” but added that when the
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in the “Search By” field and click on the
“Search” button.

Genealogical Index is available in print at the
Newberry, and volumes one through three
are freely available in full text online.

The website for the Atlas of Historical
County Boundaries Project provides
interactive maps for all states, including
Pennsylvania. The maps allow the user
to select any date and display the county
configuration at that date. Several additional
map layers are provided, including modern
county seats, modern county boundaries,
and state boundaries. This is an excellent
tool no matter where in the United States
your family lived.

Contacting Us
The library welcomes questions. For
assistance with simple genealogy questions
or questions about the library, please call
312-255-3512. Note that most materials
are housed in an adjacent stacks facility, so
staff at the reference desks can’t provide you
with lookups or content information on the
telephone.

If you have lookup requests or complex
research questions, use our web form to
contact a librarian. Due to a small staff and
high volume of inquiries, responses can take
up to 4-6 weeks. ♦>

When you review the list of subject
headings, you’ll notice that the list further
refines the results into topics such as
biography, genealogy, history, maps, etc.
Click on the entry you are most interested
in and a list of the library’s holdings will be
displayed.

Pennsylvania Research at the Newberry
The “getting-started” guide for Pennsylvania
is a great place to kick off your Pennsylvania
research. Other materials can be located
through the catalog as described above.

Family Research Files are folders of
unpublished documents arranged by
surname and place name, including a wide
range of materials from pedigree charts
and brochures to copies of vital records and
photographs. A sprinkling of Pennsylvania
families is represented in these files.

The Genealogical Index, a surname index
to 3,000 local histories, genealogies, and
genealogical periodicals published before
1917 can be the key to many genealogical
locked doors. Coverage is best for New
England, with secondary coverage for
Midwestern and Mid-Atlantic states. The
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holdings. Click on the individual title to get
the full bibliographic record.

Searching by county is another popular way
to find genealogical material. In the “Search
For” field, enter [county name] county [(state
abbrev.)]. For example, enter dauphin county
(pa.) Using the word county after the name
will help narrow the results. Select “Subject”

envisioned— and we finally knew what had
happened to Edward.❖

Wernersville State Hospital Archives is open
by appointment only. Please e-mail Leslie
Pirl-Roth at lpirlroth@pa.gov.

I knew he was at Wernersville from at
least 1918-1920, so I searched again for
“Wernersville State Hospital” and “records”
online. A new result appeared: a 2012
article from the Reading Eagle newspaper
about the archives at the Wernersville State
Hospital and the museum created there by
librarian Leslie Pirl-Roth.

history of mental illness was listed. His date
of death or discharge was listed as August
6, 1926, with his total amount of time at
Wernersville given as 10 years and three
days.

Although most records included a hash
mark that indicated whether the patient
had been discharged with much, little, or
no improvement or had died, Edward’s
record did not include this. While it did
not seem likely that he had been discharged
after 10 years, it was possible. I looked at
the cart and noticed a book with no title,
but the years 1902-1942 on the cover.

When I opened it, I saw a heading that
mentioned deaths and discharges and
quickly went to the date 8/6/1926. There it
was: Edward Cunningham, died August 6,
1926, of pulmonary tuberculosis. Edward
had not only spent the last 10 years of his
life at Wernersville but also had died there.

I located an e-mail address for Pirl-Roth
and immediately sent an e-mail asking
whether I might visit to see the museum
and perhaps research in the records. Pirl-
Roth responded quickly with a yes. I was
thrilled! We scheduled an appointment for
the following week.

Pirl-Roth brought out the record books for
the time period that I’d indicated Edward
was probably at Wernersville (around
1918). Within five minutes, I’d found his
admission record: Edward Cunningham,
age 37, occupation millhand, admitted
on August 3, 1916, with responsibility for
his care provided by the Bureau of Public
Charities, Philadelphia.

His diagnosis was dementia praecox, with
cause listed as typhoid fever. No family
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3010. 215-545-0391 genpa.org.While this was a sad end to an unfortunate

story, I was somewhat comforted by the
knowledge that Wernersville State Hospital
did not appear to be the scary place that I’d
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Learn about Free Online and Repository Research
Tools at Genealogy DayGSP Letter from the President

In your search for ancestors, can you
be focused and unfocused the same
time? That sounds a bit impossible,
and yet, I think, almost necessary for
success. Knowing who you are looking
for, where you have looked and where
you know you have not yet looked,
what records you have seen and what
records are yet to be sought - all of this
and more adds up to a well-organized
research plan.

We all know we stand the best chance
for finding the elusive ancestor and
breaking through a brick wall if we
approach the research in this way. The
unfocused part comes in looking in
unusual places, surfing the Internet
for people and places, genealogy
name dropping, building genealogy
relationships that allow mutual
awareness of surnames of interest,
rechecking databases you know are
bound to grow over time, and the list
can go on and on.

I once found a family folder full of
information on my Shealfer Family at a
library in Cumberland County, PA. My
family had never lived in that county,
and I had no expectation of finding
information about my Sheaffers there.
I was there for other, planned research
but, since I was there, I checked the card
file and found the folder.

GSP will be part of a free Genealogy Day
on January 24 before the American Library
Association (ALA) Midwinter Conference
in Philadelphia. The Pre-Conference
sponsored by ProQuest will be held in the
Conference Room of the Philadelphia Free
Library at 1901 Vine St.

The schedule is as follows:
9 a.m. Getting More Than You Pay For:
Free Access to Genealogical Resources.
Panelists are Kim Harrison, Ancestry.com;
Michael Hall, FamilySearch,Sandra M.
Hewlett, CG.

electronic publisher and microfilm
publisher. It provides archives of
sources such as newspapers, periodicals,
dissertations, and aggregated databases of
many types.

1:30 p.m. Quaker Pennsylvania
Collections. Panelists are Ann Upton,
Haverford College; Tom Hamm, Earlham
College; Gwen Gosney Erickson, Guilford
College.

2:30 p.m. Genealogical Use of Government
Publications. The presenter is Connie Reik,
Tufts University.

3:30 p.m. Making the Financial Case for
Genealogical Librarianship. Curt Witcher,
Allen County Public Library.

The ALA Midwinter Conference will run
from January 24-28 at the Pennsylvania
Convention Center. For more information
about the Pre-Conference and to register,
visit www.genpa.org.

10 a.m. Future Directions for the National
Archives and Records Administration
(NARA).Speakers are Meg Phillips, Liaison
Director, and Jefferson M. Moak, Archivist,
both at NARA in Philadelphia.

11 a.m. Reaching Reference Librarians
through Genealogical Webinars. Panelists
are Kimberly Powell, Vice President of the
Association of Professional Genealogists;
Amber Case, University of Washington;
Cherie Finley Weible, CG, University of
Illinois, U-C; Joyce Homan, Executive
Director, GSP. How Can I Turn My Research

into a Book?
Stories to Tell: An easy guide to self-
publishing family history books &
memoirs by Nancy Barnes

Noon. Lunch. ProQuest program. ProQuest
LLC is an Ann Arbor, Michigan-based

unexpected find - a link to an eBay offering
of a priceless photo of him. You’ll read
about a search for two elusive ancestors that
led to answers in the Wernersville State
Hospital Archives.

You’ll read about the Newberry Library in
Chicago as a facility rich in material for
a focused Pennsylvania research plan as
well as a place to be unfocused, scan their
holdings, and perhaps come up with some
surprises!

You’ll read about several upcoming
webinars, workshops, and conferences that
can bring to you new clues, new research
ideas, and new contacts. All of this holds
the possibility for a Very Happy and
Healthy Genealogical New Year!

May 2014 bring all of you exciting new
finds!

A researcher hired decades ago by
a distant cousin did live there and
donated his research files to that
library. Thus, my family’s records
came to “live” there. Not only did the
folder contain family information but
also had the name and address of the
cousin who hired the researcher. I had
unsuccessfully looked for him for years
in places where I knew he had lived
and now found a different address in
an unexpected place and, what’s more,
the address was just a few miles away
from my house. He was no longer alive,
but I did visit his wife, who shared
information and memories of much
family gossip. What a find!

In this issue of Penn In Hand, you’ll
read about Dr. Gominger and how
persistence in doing Google searches
for a variety of people paid off with an

After the family
historian has done
all the research
usually the next

l thing he or she
\ wants to do is
\ share the stories

with others.
Stories to Tell will help

the researcher accomplish that goal.

Stories to Tell breaks down the steps
needed to organize and publish a book
including organizing stories into chapters,
creating a manuscript with illustrations
and photographs, editing, understanding
elements of book design, and publishing.
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Carol M. Sheaffer, MD
President




