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yellow pages (1912 to present) with gaps; Keystone directories
(1901-1943), which give business and professional persons in¬
dexed alphabetically and also listed byclassification of business
or professional activity; Philadelphia reverse telephone direc¬
tories (1927 to present); suburban Philadelphia directories and
reverse directories; the Realist database, which gives names and
street addresses of current owners of Philadelphia properties;
Philadelphia Realty Directory and Services (1927-1950), in¬
dexed alphabetically by street name and by street number,
showing owners of Philadelphia properties. Earlier issues con¬
tain a second index, arranged alphabetically by name of prop¬
erty owner and showing all properties owned by specific indi¬
viduals.

OCTOBER
I he Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania held Intermedi-

_L ate Genealogy classes in the Society's Research Room on
four Saturdays in October. Instructors were Kellee G. Blake,
Jefferson M. Moak, Walter F. Stock, and Vivian F. Taylor.

A lively round-tablediscussion moderated by Vivian Taylor
and led by Susan Koelble and Kay Freilich, all GSP board
members, took place at the Society's headquarters,1305 Locust
St., on Wednesday evening, 8 October 1997. the groups dis¬
cussed problems in research.

NOVEMBER MEETING
T T Many business, professional, military, religious, social, fra-
Y A / alter F. Stock, Reference Librarian for the Free Library temal, and ethnic directories are available for the PhiladelphiaV of Philadelphia (FLP) and Vice President of GSP, area and nationwide. Other directories include school, postal

,.osted an outstanding meeting at the Free Library, 1901 Vine and street/ genealogy, and even a Directory of Directories.
St. (Logan Circle), Philadelphia. The Free Library of Philadelphia has indexed, or made avail-

Those unfamiliar with the facility were astounded by the va- able more usable formS/ lists and reCords from other libraries.
riety of materials available. After an orientation and talk by
Stock, a dynamic speaker, those attending had time to test their
new research skills.

For example, the WPA Index of Burials for Philadelphia,1803-
1860 (Board of Health record) is available in paper form,so that
it is not necessary to use microfilm when accessing this most
valuable record. Most libraries have this information only in
microform. Examine the research guides carefully. They list the
Free Library's most important genealogical resources.To access
the Free Library of Philadelphia on the Internet, key in:

http://www.library.phila.gov/central/sshywaltgen/par.htm
Some unusual assets in the Map Department are: ward and

fire insurance atlases (the most complete collection for the City
Inter-library loan is available. The library gives answers to of Philadelphia and outlying areas); Hexamer General Surveys

brief reference inquiries by mail; free access to the Library Cata- (1865-1895) and Manufacturer's Mutual Fire Insurance Corn-
log via the Internet; and free access to a World Wide Web site, pany surveys (after 1900) of industrial sites;aerial photographs;
with detailed lists of FLP holdings and with links to other im- political subdivisions; street information; worldwide gazeteers
portant genealogical sites on the Internet.

Collection development in the Main Library emphasizes
Philadelphia and Pennsylvania material, primarily published
works includingbooks, periodicals,newspapers,maps, govern¬
ment documents, and other secondary material. Though the
FLP holds few primary resource collections of interest to gene¬
alogists, much genealogical information— either unique to the
Free Library or more accessible at the Free Library than at other
resources— can be found there.

and the maps to support them.
(For other valuablegenealogy-related Internetaddresses,see

Philadelphia city directories,1784-1936, with gaps;Philadel- the Research Tip included with this issue of Penn in Hand.)
phia telephone directories, white pages (1879 to present) and

Some of the directories available at FLP are:

GSP RESEARCH ROOM
1305 LOCUST STREET, 2nd FLOOR, PHILADELPHIA, PA

HOURS: Monday and Wednesday — 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
or by appointment



28 July to1August — "Summer Camp for Family Histori¬
ans."This popular program will be held in Philadelphia. Lim¬
ited to 40 participants. Details to follow.

17-23 August — Annual Salt Lake City Research Trip
sponsored by GSP and the Historical Society of Montgomery
County. Details on flyer enclosed.

GSP UPCOMING EVENTS
10 March — Annual Meeting. 1:15 p.m., 1305 Locust St.,

Philadelphia. Speaker: Kellee G. Blake, Archivist, National
Archives, Mid-Atlantic Region, and member of GSP Board of
Directors.Topic:"Excuse Me, Where's My Family?:An Archi¬
vist's Tale." Refreshments will be served.

28March — Joint Conference with Gloucester County (NJ)
Historical Society. "Not Only Washington Crossed the Dela¬
ware." Brochures detailing the events for this all-day confer¬
enceon recordsavailablein NewJerseyand Pennsylvania have
been mailed to all members in NewJersey,Pennsylvania, Dela¬
ware, and Maryland. Members living elsewhere who are inter¬
ested in the subject and can travel to the Gloucester County
area on 28 March 1998 should write, phone, or fax the GSP
office for details and a copy of the brochure.

25 April — Conference on English Research — Dr. George
Redman. This all-day conference will be held at the Marriott
West in Conshohocken. You will be receiving detailed infor¬
mation soon!

13 May — 7:00 p.m., 1305 Locust St., Philadelphia. "Prob¬
lems in Early Pennsylvania Church Records" by John T.
Humphrey.

GSP'S RESEARCH ROOM
2nd FLOOR — 1305 LOCUST ST.

Contributions are being received daily. In addition, during
the closure of HSP, Lois Jeanne Pontarelli and Jane Adams
Clarke have loaned us portions of their personal libraries to
flesh out the collections for researchers' convenience. Follow¬
ing is a partial list:

Abstracts from the American Gazette, 1748-1755
Ancestral Roots, by Frederick L. Weiss, 7th ed.
Auswanderung aus dem Odenwaldkreis, band 1 and 2, by Ella

Gieg
Bradford's History ofPlimoth Plantation, by Bradford
Bucks County Index to Pennsylvania Gazette 1728-1789, by

Terry McNealy
Catholic Baptisms in Western Pennsylvania, 1799-1828, by

Helbron
Catholic Trails West, by Adams and O'Keefe
Chester County Guide to Records, Court of Common Pleas, 1681-1900
Chester County Guide to Records, Court of Quarter Sessions, 1681-1969
Chester County Records Orphans' Court Minutes
Chester County Orphans' Court Records, 1747-1761
Colonial Daughters of the 17th Century
Colonial and Revolutionary Families of Pennsylvania, by Jordan
Documentary History of Dunmore's War, by Thwaites & Kellogg
Early Germans of New Jersey, by Chambers
Falaise Roll, by Crispin & Macary
Genealogical Dictionary of First Settlers of New England, by Savage
Genealogical Register, First Settlers of New England, by Farmer
Genealogical Research in England and Wales, Vols. 1 & 2, by Smith & Gardner.
German Immigrants from Bremen, 1847-1854
German Settlers of Pennsylvania, by Hocker
Handbook of Denominations, by Mead & Hill
The History of Harleysville and Lower Salford Township, Montgomery County,

Pennsylvania, by James Y. Heckler, 1886; republished by Harry C. Adams,
1992

History of Wyoming, by Isaac Chapman
Immigration of Irish Quakers to Pennsylvania, by Myers
Irish and Scotch-Irish Ancestral Research, Vols. 1 and 2, by Falley
Pennsylvania German Immigrants, by Yoder
Narratives of Early Pennsylvania, West Jersey, Delaware, 1630-1707, by Myers
New Jersey Index of Wills (3 vols.)
New Jersey in 1793, by Norton
New Jersey Lineages of Mayflower Descendants, 1973
St. John Reformed Church of Riegelsville (Bucks County)
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of record. For information contact: Germantown Historical So¬
ciety, 5501 Germantown Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19144.

10,000 Vital Records of Eastern New York, by Bowman
The United States Census Compendium, comp, by John

Stemmons
Wuerttemberg Emigration Index, Vols. 1 through 5, by Trudy

Schenck et al ACROSS THE EDITOR'S DESK
Zion's U.C.C. Church (Windsor Castle), Berks County, 1760-

A Mennonite Heritage Tour to Switzerland, Germany,
France, Holland, and Belgium is to be held 29 April to19 May,
with tour leaders Lemar and Lois Ann Mast and Leroy Beachy.
For a free eight-page itinerary write: Mennonite HeritageTour,
R.R. #1, Box 10, Morgantown, PA 19543-9702.

1976
Zuwanderungen in den Odenwaldkreis, by Herbert W. Debor

NEWS OF OTHER SOCIETIES
AND AGENCIES

22 February to 23August — "Swedish Organizations in the
USA:Then and Now." American Swedish Historical Museum,
1900 Pattison Ave., Philadelphia. Phone;215-389-1776. This ex¬
hibition will feature various Swedish organizations and clubs
that have played an important role in Swedish America.

21 March — "Digging Through the Layers: Discovering
Unknown Treasures," featuring Jim and Paula Stuart Warren
will be the topic of the annual Spring Seminar of the Fairfax
(VA) Genealogical Society in McLean, VA. Contact: Fairfax Ge¬
nealogical Society, P.O. Box 2290, Merrifield, VA 22116-2290.

6-9 May. The National Genealogical Society's annual "Con-
““nce in the States"hosted by the Colorado Genealogical So-
y in Denver, CO. Contact: NGS '98 Conference Registration

Brochure, 4527-17th St. North, Arlington, VA 22207-2399.
19-22 August. The Federation of Genealogical Societies and

the Ohio Genealogical Society present "Immigrant Dreams:
The Settlement of America," in Cincinnati, OH. Contact: FGS,
P.O. Box 830220, Richardson, TX 75083-0220.

The Germantown Historical Society receivedagrant in1996
of $50,000 from the William Penn Foundation to document and
cross-reference its museum and librarycollection.The Pennsyl¬
vania Historical and Museum Commission has provided sup¬
port for thecontinuation of the project with three grants totaling
$60,000.This project will enableGHSto pull together all known
information about a particular artifact or document, including
its original owner, date, use, maker, and other references. By
computerization, objects can be linked by family,date,or type

PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST
Three articles appear on ancient and early German tribes

compiled by Robert S. Rudy in the December 1997 issue of the
Palatine Immigrant,Vol. XXIII, no.1. Also of interest in this issue
is information on LeHavre emigration records. Contact: Pala¬
tines to America, Capital University Box 101, Columbus, OH
43209-2394.

"Oaths or Affirmations of Allegiance," transcribed by Judith
H.Meier, from a Montgomery County Deed Book taken in1777
for residents living in what is now Montgomery County ap¬
pears in the Fall 1997 issue of Bulletin of the Historical Society of
Montgomery County Pennsylvania, Vol. XXXI, no.1.

The Langhornes ofLanghorne Park,by D. Brenton Simons. This
extensively illustrated volume treats three generations of de¬
scendants of Quaker immigrant Thomas Langhome (1633?—
1687). Hardcover $29.50, plus$3.50 postage.Contact: Newbury
Street Press,c/o NEHGSSales Department,160 N. Washington
St., Boston, MA 02114.

The previous issue of Penn in Hand included a notice of
counseling with charges of $20.00 for members and $30.00 for
non-members. This notice was obviously unclear, as we have
received requests for research.The service was instituted by the
Society to help researchers find alternative sources while the
collections at HSP are unavailable. Please do not send in re¬
quests for research. Tell us where you are stuck and we will
help you find the facility where records are held.

"pree
If you have not already done so, you will want to visit the GSP Research Room soon. You will be

very pleasantly surprised at the large collection of books, microfilm, and CD-ROMs available to help
you locate your ancestors. The GSP Research Room is open every Monday and Wednesday from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., or by appointment. Members are invited to browse free of charge.
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LET YOUR FINGERS DO THE WALKING...
OR

THE OBSERVATIONS OF A GENEALOGIST
AND NOVICE WEB SURFER*

Jane Adams Clarke, FGSP

[V I ot too many decades ago, and this writer refuses to re-
-L \|member how many,manual typewritersworeour finger

may contain useful tips, lists of online databases unique to the
area, descriptions of libraries and their catalogs, and much
more. Grouped together at the state and national level, these
pages coordinate efforts and update information. The state
pages provide links to each of their counties. Information often
contains the year the county was formed, and the parent
county. Counties are listed alphabetically and may be accessed
from the main USGenWeb home page or by keying in:

http://www.usgenweb.com/xx
("xx" being replaced by the two-letter abbreviation for the
state of interest, such as PA).

These county web pages vary from non-existent to excel¬
lent, depending upon the expertise and experience of those
who submit the information. Keep in mind that anyone can
submit information, but it is up to those of us looking for the
information to determine accuracy and not to blindly accept
that which is presented. We all need to submit corrections and
additions to these web sites when we find something that is
clearly incorrect.

The Philadelphia Web page is well done. It is prepared and
managed by Gary Steiner, a member of GSP and President of
the Genealogical Computing Association of Pennsylvania
(GENCAP), an organization of computer gurus. You can con¬
tact them at:

http://www.libertynet.org/~gencap/
Of particular interest is the home page for the Philadelphia

Public Library (see the article on page one of this Penn in Hand
issue). Their Internet address is:
http://www.library.phila.gov/central/ssh/waltgen/par.htm

Another important web site for genealogists is that of the
Philadelphia City Archives, which can be found at:

http://www.phila.gov/phils/carchive.htm
A project several decades ago was the compilation enti¬

tled A Descriptive Inventory of the Records of the City and County
of Philadelphia, prepared by the staff of theCity Archives. Those
of us who have copies of this gem guard it with our lives, as it
lists rare documents of great interest to researchers. It has not
been re-published, but the items of obvious interest to genealo-

almost to the bone! There were no duplicating machines and
many documents were copied using innumerable sheets of
carbon paper. Duplicating machines were the dirty-finger-pur-
pling"ditto"machines and theequally messy mimeograph ma¬
chines. My grandfather's sister, one of the first typists on what
we could now call a rare antique typewriter, was herself given
the title of "typewriter." And, indeed, she must have felt like
one being welded to this monstrosity for eight or more hours
a day!

How different it is today, with every moment bringing
improvements to make the lives of we poor mortals easier.
Although there are some drawbacks, such as problems with
e-mail, which make the United States Postal Service "snail
mail" and telephones a delight, we are better off in these
electronic times.

Some of the benefits (in addition to having healthier and
cleaner fingertips) are the advances being made in catalog¬
ing and indexing that make information instantly available
for those of us who are "wired." Wouldn't it be great if the
original documents we need for recording our history were
in good enough shape to duplicate? This will probably
come, but not, I think, in my lifetime. How thrilling it would
be to manipulate a "mouse" and magically have that 1780
will or intestate record appear on the screen! Will this ever
be possible? Can these musty, deteriorated bits of paper be
resurrected to appear on our screens? We can only hope.

The World Genealogy Web Project is creating a network
that will allow genealogists to communicate with each
other, access information and databases, and conduct re¬
search. From the main menu web page, virtually any coun¬
try in the world that participates in this project may be
reached. To access their Internet site, key in:

http://www.usgenweb.com
The USGenWeb project is a genealogical effort that al-

ows any interested individual in the United States to spon¬
sor a Web page on a particular county. These county pages

*Word of warning: This tip is not for gurus, but for those confused by all of this!



through Cyndi's list. For those who might prefer to rea:
Internet web pages directly, here are two significant web
site addresses:

The Library of Congress:
http://www.loc.gov

The National Archives:
http://www.nara.gov/genealogy/genindex.html

Ancestry, Inc. maintains a web site for many of its
sources. Some of their databases can be searched without
cost, but Ancestry charges a fee for some of their other serv¬
ices. Important Ancestry web addresses include PERSI:

http://www.ancestry.com/PERSI.htm
and the Social Security Death Index at:

http://www.ancestry.com/ssdi/advanced.htm
Ancestry's general library search address is:

http://www.ancestry.com/ancestry/search.asp
The "Searchable Genealogy Links" does just what its web

page suggests— it lists a variety of genealogy Internet sites
that can be searched on-line. You can explore this one at:

http://www.bcl.com/users/sgl/
Be sure when keying this address that you use the number
"1" in "bcl" and not the letter "1."

IMPORTANT CAVEAT! Be aware that some of the in¬
formation available on the Internet is pure "garbage"-
possibly (probably?) in the field of genealogy, and cer¬
tainly in many other areas. If you exchange information
with other researchers, ALWAYS ask for documentation.

Many people are too eager just to fill in blank spaces and,
unfortunately, make the mistake of compiling their genealo¬
gies from undocumented records. Don't allow yourself to
fall into this trap! At the same time, don't be overwhelmed
by all of the material that's out there for the taking. You can
probably find much of what you need on the Internet, and
as long as you take the time to verify the source you can
safely use it.

Experience helps.Sign on to the Internet and stick with it
until you feel comfortable "surfing the web." Contact some
or all of the sites listed above. You'll be glad you did, and
you'll be sure to find additional links that will keep you as
busy as you want to be. But don't be carried away— that is,
sidetracked or lost on the web. Get back to your research!

gists may be accessed by a link on the Archives web page. One
may,for example, by accessing "City Commissioners, Office of
the," read about the County Commissioners' Minutes dating
from 1718, including records of Tax Abatements or Allow¬
ances made by the Commissioners; material concerning se¬
lection of jurors for county courts; value of property in the
county for 1779; Tax Assessment ledgers for the state and for
the county; Enumeration of Taxables, Slaves, Deaf and Dumb
Persons for 1821, 1828, and 1835. By checking this inventory
you will be able to obtain the exact record series and check the
original records at the City Archives, most of which are not
available in any other form. Some other record series that
may be accessed from this web site are: Genealogy of Philadel¬
phia County Subdivisions; records for the various county
courts; and, Overseers of the Poor.

Just think what an aid like this could be in finding re¬
cords in other counties and states! For Philadelphia
County, 18th-century and 19th-century records are in¬
cluded. Don't forget that prior to 1784 Montgomery County
records will be found under Philadelphia County.

It is not difficult to find web sites that are of interest.
Books have been published, and much is available through
accessing known sites with the linkage provided. Also,
newsletters of genealogical societies carry those of interest
in their area of expertise.

One site that is particular helpful is Cyndi Howell's site,
"Cyndi's List of Genealogy Sites on the Internet," which
may be accessed by keying in:

http://www.oz.net/~cyndihow/sites.html
Her book, Netting Your Ancestors, is available from the

Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., or by accessing her web
page. She explains how to use the Internet for genealogical
research quite simply, focusing on e-mail, mailing lists and
newsgroups, and the World Wide Web. Sections of each
chapter are devoted to software requirements, guidelines,
and the basic workings of each component. Research strate¬
gies that will benefit both new and veteran online re¬
searchers are included.

Cyndi Howell's web page lists genealogy sites with over
14,350 related links to other sources, arranged and cross-ref¬
erenced in over sixty categories. This beginner has found it
easy to access many helpful genealogy sites by linking

You can reach the Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania's web site at:

http://www.libertynet.org/~gspa




