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Researching Genealogy in Western Pennsylvania?
Start at the Carnegie Library in Pittsburgh

Pennsylvania history, people, places, and
events, past and present

Materials in microform include an extensive
collection of Pittsburgh and Western
Pennsylvania newspapers on microfilm
dating back to 1786. An index is available of
death notices from the newspapers covering
the periods 1786-1913 and 1963 to the
current time.

atlases, photographs, and newspapers.
There are guides for genealogical research,
heraldry, periodicals, church, cemetery
and courthouse records, and clipping files
from local newspapers. While most of
the collection is reference, the circulating
collection has been expanded in the last 10
years to include travel guides, legal manuals,
local histories, biographies, and current
materials on genealogical how-to guides and
manuals.
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Other resources that can be searched on
microfilm include the Pittsburgh and
Allegheny city directories from 1813,
the Pittsburgh and suburban telephone
directories beginning in 1880, and the
Pittsburgh and Allegheny County marriage
license registers. A research and photocopy
service is available for a fee. See our website
for detailed information at: http://www.
carnegielibrary.org/locations/pennsylvania/
ResearchRequests.html.

Our collection of birth and death records
on microfiche before 1906 covers the City
of Pittsburgh, City of Allegheny (now the
North Side neighborhoods of Pittsburgh),
McKeesport, Sewickley, Wilkinsburg, and
Allegheny County. Information on the
records and research services available
for a fee can be found on our website at:
http://www.carnegielibrary.org/locations/
pennsylvania/BirthDeathRecords.html.

Original manuscript materials from the
Pennsylvania Department’s collection
are held in the William R. Oliver Special
Collections Room of the Main Library. They
can be viewed by appointment with the
archivist; see our website at: http://www.
carnegielibrary.org/locations/oliver/.

A unique collection of pictures of Pittsburgh
is the departments Pittsburgh Photographic
Library with over 30,000 images in prints,
negatives, and glass slides. The collection

Patron computers at the Carnegie Library
in Pittsburgh A circulating collection of fiction works

with a Pennsylvania setting or featuring a
genealogical theme has been established.
The book collection can be searched
through the library’s online catalog at http://
catalog.einetwork.net/search.

Specialized index files are available to be
searched in the department:

Biography and Business: references to
individuals and businesses in Western
Pennsylvania

Cemeteries: lists of cemeteries in Western
Pennsylvania

By Marilyn Cocchiola Holt, MLS
Department Head, Carnegie Library
holtm@carnegielibrary.org

It’s a gathering place for students of all
ages researching local history subjects,
family historians from across the country
and around the world, and WQED-TV
filmmaker Rick Sebak, who calls it “a
tremendous place to start” in researching
his documentaries. Where is it? It’s the
Pennsylvania Department of the Carnegie
Library of Pittsburgh!

Since its founding in 1895, the Carnegie
Library of Pittsburgh has made an effort to Chronology: a timeline of important
build an extensive collection of materials on Pittsburgh historical events
Pennsylvania, including books on history,
biography, genealogy, politics, government,
statistics, and law.

Heraldry: coats of arms in the collection by
surname

Pennsylvania/Pittsburgh “Firsts”

Picture/Portraits: index of images of well-
known Western Pennsylvanians from un¬
indexed sources

In 1928, those materials were brought
together to form the beginning of what is
now the Pennsylvania Department of the
library. Over time, the collection has evolved
and broadened its scope in family history
resources as genealogy has become more
popular.

Located in the Main Library facility
in the Oakland section of the city, the
department’s resources contain maps,

Pittsburgh Business Times: article index of
the Business Times from 1982 to the present

Vertical Files: a collection of local
newspaper clippings, brochures, and
other information about Pittsburgh and

Carnegie cont’d on inside right panel
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A Pharmacist Among Your Ancestors? A Visit to the
University of the Sciences in Philadelphia Is Prescribed
By Michael Krasulski
Assistant Professor of Information Science
University of the Sciences, Philadelphia
and GSP Board Member

mention of the graduate’s professional or
private life is mentioned. The requirements
for including such information are unclear,
although in many cases, additional details
are included when the graduate made a
significant contribution to the college or
profession.

Genealogists are blessed since J.W. England
provides the reader with multiple indexes,
most notably the alphabetical list of graduates
found on pages 678-715 and the whole
volume index found on pages 716-878. In
1916, the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy
absorbed the pharmacy department of the
former Medico-Chirurgical College, which
was located on 17th and Cherry streets in
Philadelphia. The class lists of these graduates
(1899-1916) are indexed on pages 715-718.

The University of the Sciences Alumni
Association produced decennial supplements
to the First Century. The initial three
supplements of the First Century are of
genealogical interest and were published in
1934, 1942, and 1952 respectively. The editor
of these volumes adhered to England’s format
of listing graduates, noting which alumni
had died since the last volume and providing
biographies of faculty and notable alumni.

More recent decennial supplements do
not provide coverage equal to that of the
earlier volumes. A visit to the University
of the Sciences is not necessary to view the
First Century as it is widely held in libraries
throughout the Commonwealth.

Materials in the University Archives
Named in honor of the First Century author,
the J. W. England Library houses the archives
of the University of the Sciences and its
antecedent institutions. The University of
the Sciences archives has two collections
of interest to genealogists. First is the
thesis collection. Students were required to
complete a thesis for their pharmacy degree
until 1921, when the school moved to a
bachelor of science in pharmacy degree.

The early pharmacy thesis bears little to no
resemblance to a modern graduate thesis that
contemporary master’s students are required
to complete. Instead, these handwritten
documents lacked any standard format or
discernable degree requirements, except that
students were required to complete one. A

thesis could be as short as four pages or as
long as 40 pages or more.

Students often conducted experiments upon
themselves and some were very personal
in nature. The first thesis was completed
in 1826. The oldest surviving thesis in
the collection is from 1854, with very few
surviving copies prior to 1868. When the
school moved into a new building, many
early theses were lost in the move.

The second collection of interest is the early
class photo album collection, which is an
antecedent to the college yearbook. The
earliest item in the collection is from the
Class of 1875, which presented the college
with an album containing a headshot of
every member of the class. The university

archive has a collection
spanning 10 years of
these albums from
1878-1885. It is unclear
whether the tradition
ended with the class of
1885 or whether later
albums were lost.

Founded in 1821 as
Philadelphia College of
Pharmacy, the University
of the Sciences is the first
college of pharmacy in
North America. Located
in the University City
section of Philadelphia
since 1923, the college
and its graduates have
played an instrumental
role in the development

of pharmacy as a profession and industry
in Pennsylvania, the United States, and the
world.

j

Title page of a
thesis submitted in
1879.

For its first 102 years of existence, the college
was located at various sites in Center City.
Based on the limited sources about the move
to University City, it appears many 19th
century records were lost or destroyed. As
a result, the types of materials that survive
from that time are unlikely to solve any great
genealogical mystery such as a disputed
parentage, a wife’s surname, or a long
forgotten birthplace. However, the remaining
resources at the University of the Sciences
can provide valuable clues into the lives of
one’s pharmacist ancestors.

The Source
The First Century of the Philadelphia College
of Pharmacy, 1821-1921, edited by Joseph
W. England and published in 1922, is the
primary source for researching the faculty
and graduates of the College. Bound in deep
blue buckram and over 700 pages, the First
Century contains florid descriptions of the
founders of the college, its faculty, and many
of its more notable alumni as well as a history
of the institution up to 1921.

Of particular interest to genealogists are the
published class lists for years 1826-1921
published on pages 461-663. The class
lists give the names of graduates and titles
of graduate theses (a requirement that
continued to 1921, see more below).

Deceased alumni are denoted with an
asterisk. Many addresses or death dates are
provided. In a minority of the entries, a brief

An alumni album
from the class of
1874

A great deal of patience
is required when searching the photo albums.
Although the photographs are identified, the
names are written on the back. Further, the
photographs are not in alphabetical order.
However, that patience does pay off.

Several years ago, the only known
photograph of a young Henry Wellcome,
co-founder of Burroughs Wellcome, an
antecedent to GlaxoSmithKline, was
discovered in the album for his class year. The
more familiar version of a college yearbook
began in 1899, and the university archives
has a complete run (although the school
yearbooks are not indexed).

For more information:
If the collections are of interest to you,
contact Dan Flanagan, who is willing to use
his vast knowledge of the university archives
to help genealogists, by phone 215-596-8787
or by e-mail d.flanag@usciences.edu. The
library is located at the corner of 42nd Street
and Woodland Avenue in Philadelphia.
University archives are available for review by
appointment only.❖



Sure, we would like to know what the future
has in store for us, but how about knowing
how our family came to be? That is what
Donte Johnson, Sharron Brookins, and I,
all students of Constitution High School,
and Ayanna Robinson, Science Leadership
Academy student, accomplished during the
summer of 2011. So this is the journey of how
four teens got a sneak peek into their past.

“You are the keeper of the truth,” were the
words of GSP Associate Director Anita
Coraluzzi, who assisted us in our research
along with Executive Director Joyce Homan
and Administrative Manager Emily Shaw.

Twice a week for three hours a day over the
course of nine weeks, we would meet with
GSP staff and Shira Cohen, project director,
and Maria Diaz, project assistant, both of the
National Archives Mid-Atlantic Branch to
discuss our findings and intended research.

“It was exciting to hear all the back stories, and
I also enjoyed the discoveries that everyone
was making,” says Emily about the outcome of
our queries.

With websites such as www.Ancestry.com and
www.FamilySearch.org, passenger lists, birth
and death certificates, and home addresses
were discovered. What you find makes
everything worthwhile, or as Joyce puts it,
“It’s what makes people come back— that aha!
moment when you uncover that long-lost
person you’d been searching hard to find.”

In the same song as mentioned above, there
is another line that says, “Is my fate up to me?
Or is it run by a computer?” Is your genealogy
investigation limited to only the Internet?

During the Family History Summer Research
Institute, a multitude of trips were taken. They
include the Historical Society of Pennsylvania
to take a tour of their facility, the Urban
Archives at Temple University (where we
viewed newspaper clippings and photographs
of Philadelphia), and City Hall, where
marriage certificates were found.

I came to find my mom’s aunt and unde,
who both came from Argentina. Not only the
computer, but also the city is our resource for
encountering who we are and how are families
came to be.

After completing nine weeks of research and
learning where to start looking, not only do
we know where we’re headed, but also we
know where we started out. ❖
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Newportville Historical Association
in Bucks County has published a 212-
page book telling the story of the area
in words and photographs.
Beginning with its settlement in the 1600s,
Newportville on the Neshaminy describes
the makings of a small town taking form in
a new country, from the Native American
inhabitants and early settlers through the
immigrant settlers of the 1900s.

This book chronicles the vision of those
early people and the roles they played to
help shape the country from the signing of
the Declaration of Independence to the sea
captain who flew the first American flag in
Chinese territory.

Mentioned within the book are the American
Civil War leaders who trained troops, the
doctors of the Berkey family who served
generals and emperors, and early merchants
and tradesmen necessary to continue the
growth of the town.

Hundreds of the people who inhabited
Newportville from its founding are included
in this pictorial accounting.

Our volunteer Jazmine Babuch indexed the
book. More information about the book and
the index is on the GSP website, www.GenPa.
org. For more information about Jazmine
and her search for her ancestors, read the
following article she wrote.
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Jazmine Babuch and her grandfather,
Salomon David Nowogrodzki, visit an
Argentinian cemetery in August 2003.
The statue above them is of Carlos
Gardel, a famous tango singer.
GSP thanks those who donated
from July-December 2011

Janet & Donald Renn
Margaret Maloney
Daniel & Donnamarie

Dailey
Robert & Janet
Watson

Michael Stills
Aaron Goodwin,

in honor of Anna
Catherine (Yoachum)
Gregory (1893-1990)

Claire Conway
Michael Ramage
Carol R. Yaster &

William J. Levant
J. Thomas Showier,

in memory of Hon.
Herbert K. Zearfoss

Carol M. Williams
Sarah H. Brower,

in honor of
Chew Colwell

Michael Krasulski
Michael F. Delp
Rodney & Madeline
Griffin

Douglas Williams
Patricia Weible
Laura Keller
Connie Bunte
Dede Shafer
Norman D. Nicol
Emma Spence
Victoria Rindone
Doris Radcliffe
Francis A. De Santis
Norman Donoghue II
Jon Van Winkle
Margaret H. Kwadrat
Karen Purnell
Janet Rupert
Samuel M. Andrusko
Carol M. Sheaffer
Gary Roberts
Memma S. Kilgannon
Dr. James F. Bowman
David W. Neerman
Thomas Deas
Evans C. Goodling, Jr.
Loretta Morris

Blast to the Past
By Jazmine Babuch

There’s a song whose lyrics go something like
this, “I wanna take a journey to the end of my
life/ ’Cause I just wanna see what it’s like.” But
if you were a genealogist, you would think
differently.

Each student who participated in this program
started out with names that didn’t go past
the second or third generation on his or her
pedigree chart but ended up gaining stories
and facts that tied them closer to their family.



Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania
|2207 Chestnut Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103-3010

Join us for the following events —
7 pm 'Iluirs., Feb. 16. Webinar. African American
Genealogy: Migrations & Manuscripts with presenters: Jim
Ison, AG, CG and Deborah Abbott, PhD

10 am Sat., Feb. 25. Presentation and Online Workshop.
Getting Started with Your Family Research: Integrating
Traditional Methods & Online Resources with presenters:
GSP’s Karen Higgins and Anita Sheahan GoraluzM. GSP
conference space

Noon fri., Mar. 2. First Friday at NA.'RA. Help! The Faerie
Folk Flid My Ancestors!: The Basics of Irish Research GSP
will host Deborah Large Fox who will guide us through Irish
research strategies. NARA, Philadelphia

1 pm FVi., Mar.: 30. GSP Annual General Meeting and
120th Anniversary Celebration. Guest speaker Mark Stein,
author ofltow the Stoles Got their Shapes and How the Stotcs
Got Ihcir Shapes too: '(he People Behind the Borderlines.
Athenaeum of Philadelphia.

For more information, visit www.GoiPa.oeg.
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Photo by Michael Krasulski of a page in a Philadelphia College of Pharmacy alumni book
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Help GSP celebrate its
120th year of service

A Letter from
the President the Family History Center in

Cherry Hill, NJ
• The Pennsylvania Family

History Day in November
with Ancestry.com

We have expanded our Partner
Society program and continue to
work closely with the National
Archives in Philadelphia by
sponsoring speakers for the
First Friday programs held
there. We also mentor and teach
participants in the summer family
history research program for
high school students and sponsor
a daylong conference, “Mining
Online Catalogs,” that was so
popular it had to be repeated.

This year— our 120th anniversary
year— GSP plans to be especially
busy. Come to our Annual
Meeting to hear Mark Stein,
known for his book, How the
States Got Their Shapes, and plan
to attend a full-day conference
April 21 in Nanticoke, co¬
sponsored by our Partner Society,
the Northeast Pennsylvania
Genealogical Society.

Participate in our upcoming
webinars and check our website
frequently for other events online
and offline as plans for them are
finalized and posted. Read also
this and other editions of Penn in
Hand to learn more about GSP
programs, past and future, and
find information on resources,
issues, and new happenings!

As always, do give us your
feedback and suggestions. Your
feedback, your interest, and a
doubling in membership since
we embarked on our new path in
2009 indicate it was the right path
to take. We do want, however, to
continuously shape that path to
meet your needs.

Carol M. Sheaffer, MD
GSP President

In 1892, 120 years ago, a group
of genealogists came together
in Philadelphia and formed the
organization that is ours today—
the Genealogical Society of
Pennsylvania. It was our founders’
desire to preserve and make
accessible records of all kinds for
use in genealogical research.

Their particular mission was
to assist researchers with
Pennsylvania ancestors and to
train and educate genealogists
at all levels of expertise. Almost
immediately they began to fulfill
this goal and GSP’s Collection,
started in 1892, grew and grew
and grew!

And so did the organization itself
as it sought to fulfill all aspects of
its mission. The Collection, as it
grew, was housed in Philadelphia
at 1300 Locust St. in the library
of the Historical Society of
Pennsylvania. It remains there
today for all researchers to use.

In 2009, GSP moved to its current
location at 2207 Chestnut St. with
the plan to pursue our mission
via todays electronic world by
providing digitized records on
a large-capacity website and
offering webinars and e-meetings.

We maintain frequent contact
with members via e-mail
announcements of online
and in-person genealogical
events provided by GSP, its
Partner societies throughout
Pennsylvania, and other
organizations.

More traditional approaches
continue as well. We co¬
sponsored last year:

• The Annual Ancestry Fair in
September with the Bucks
County Conference and
Visitor Center

• The Family History
Conference in October with

Join GSP for our 120th
anniversary celebration
at our Annual Meeting
with special guest
speaker Mark Stein,
author of How the
States Got Their Shapes
Too: The People Behind
the Borderlines.1A playwright and screenwriter,
Stein’s plays have been
performed off-Broadway and
at theaters throughout the

country. His films include Housesitter, with Steve Martin and
Goldie Hawn.

Mark Stein
Photo by Harry Stein

Stein has also taught writing and drama at American
University and Catholic University. His previous book, How
the States Got Their Shapes, a New York Times bestseller,
was the basis for the History Channel’s documentary of the
same name.

The event is to be held at 1 p.m. on Friday, March 30 at the
Athenaeum of Philadelphia at 219 S. 6th St.

The people featured in How the States Got Their Shapes Too
include African Americans, Native Americans, Hispanics,
women, and of course, white men. Some are famous,
such as Thomas
Jefferson, John
Quincy Adams, and
Daniel Webster.
Some are not, such
as Bernard Berry,
Clarina Nichols,
and Robert Steele.
And some are
names many of
us know but don’t
really know exactly
what they did, such
as Ethan Allen
(who never made
furniture, though he
burned a good deal
of it).
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In addition, How the States Got Their Shapes Too, published
by Smithsonian Books, tells of individuals involved in the
Almost States of America, places the author sought to
include but ultimately did not: Canada, the rest of Mexico
(we did get half), Cuba, and, still an issue, Puerto Rico.
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unified voice so that Pennsylvania
politicians finally heard the request.

It is unknown as yet how record
access will be accomplished and which
organization will oversee getting the
records processed and made available.
Genealogists are aware that Ancestry.com
or FamilySearch.org will likely take part
in some fashion in getting these records
to the “end user,” genealogists.

No matter which organization ultimately
organizes this task, all Pennsylvania
genealogists will welcome the access to
the record.

You can view our home page for more
information on the departments collections
and location at http://www.carnegielibrary.
org/locations/pennsylvania/. The home
page includes maps, directions, and hours
of operation. It also has links to pathfinders
and databases that may be of interest to
genealogical and historical researchers.

E-mail inquiries are welcome at padept@
carnegielibrary.org. A librarian may be
contacted directly at 412-622-3154. The staff
of professional librarians offers many years of
experience in working with the collection and
assisting the family historian in their search.
We are happy to discuss any questions you
may have regarding Western Pennsylvania
research and resources with you!❖

Good news for researchers
of PA vital records
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is largely black and white and covers the
1860s to the 1970s. Reproductions of the
photographs are available for a fee. Some
images can be viewed online on the Bridging
the Urban Landscape exhibit at: http://www.
carnegielibrary.org/exhibit/.

More information on the collection and
its images as well as contact information
for purchase and use of the pictures can be
found on our departmental home page.

Several genealogical databases are available
for use in the Pennsylvania Department,
including Ancestry Library Edition, F0LD3,
and Newspaper Archive.

The Western Pennsylvania Genealogical
Society has been headquartered in the
Pennsylvania Department since 1995.
The society was organized by a group of
amateur and professional family historians
in 1974. Their collection and interests are
concentrated on the 26 counties of Western
Pennsylvania. Volunteers are available in
the library to assist in using their collection,
which complements the Pennsylvania
Departments resources. Their online library
catalog, calendar of events, membership
and research information can be accessed
through its website: www.wpgs.org.

After many years of waiting, the
Pennsylvania Department became a
FamilySearch Affiliate Library in 2011,
giving our patrons access to the collection of
over 2 million items— genealogy microfilm,
microfiche and other resources— held in
the LDS Family History Library in Salt Lake
City, UT. Patrons can request microforms on
loan for a fee, which will be delivered to the
Pennsylvania Department and can be viewed
and copied on the library’s microfilm and
microfiche readers.

PA Gov. Tom Corbett signs a bill
opening certain years of birth and
death records. GSP Executive
Director Joyce Homan stands behind
the bill’s sponsor, Sen. Bob Robbins.
Upper right is Michael Hengst, Sen.
Robbins’ chief of staff.

Save the dates for these GSP events

4-7:30 pm Friday, March 23. The
Ulster Historical Foundation seminar
at the Commodore John Barry Irish
Center, 6815 Emlen St., Mt. Airy,
Philadelphia.

8 am-3:30 pm Saturday, April
21. Searching for Our Ancestors:
Navigating Federal, State, and Local
Records. Co-sponsored with the
Northeast Pennsylvania Genealogical
Society. Luzerne County Community
College Educational Conference
Center in Nanticoke.

Visit www.GenPa.org for updates.

Certain years of Pennsylvania birth and
death records will soon be available to
researchers thanks to a PA Senate Bill
signed into law by Gov. Tom Corbett on
Dec. 15.

The bill is scheduled to go into effect
on Feb. 13 and requires Pennsylvania
death certificates over 50 years old and
birth certificates over 105 years old to be
made available as public records. This
means death certificates held by the Vital
Records Department from 1906 through
1962 would become available, as will
birth certificates for the years 1906 and
1907.

Our mission is to provide leadership and
support in promoting genealogy through
education, preservation, and access to
Pennsylvania-related genealogical information.
President
Carol M. Sheaffer, MD
Vice Presidents
Susan S. Koelble and Deborah Coombe Haas
Secretary
Karen Higgins
Treasurer:
Nancy C. Janyszeski
Penn in Hand is a quarterly publication of the
Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania
2207 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, PA 19103-
3010. 215-545-0391 www.GenPa.org.

PIH Editor, Deborah Coombe Haas,
Editor@GenPa.org.
GSP Executive Director Joyce Homan,
ExecDir@GenPa.org.

GSP Executive Director Joyce Homan
was asked by the bill’s sponsor, Senator
Bob Robbins, to attend the signing of
SB 361— now Act 110-2011— because
of the perseverance of GSP and other
genealogical organizations to get the bill
passed.

A grassroots organization founded by
Tim Gruber in 2007 lobbied the House
and Senate to make changes for better
researcher access. Tim’s organization,
Pa-Hr Access or People for Better
Pennsylvania Historical Records Access,
(www.pahr-access.org) galvanized
individuals and organizations statewide
in the past few years to present a more




