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A Message from the President….. 

Like most people, I look forward to March and the be-

ginning of spring. Like many genealogists, I look for-

ward to March and the occurrence of St Patrick’s Day 

as it makes me think again about my Irish ancestors.  I 

find myself reviewing the information I have gathered, 

checking online for databases and sources that might 

be helpful in finding more, and longing to know for sure 

from whence they came. Most likely, it was County 

Wexford with arrival in Philadelphia 1816. I have other 

Scots-Irish lines to work on as well that came at an ear-

lier time. Whether or not I find the information I want, I 

know I thoroughly enjoy the search.  GSP’s annual pro-

gram with speakers from the Ulster Historical Founda-

tion, held in March (March 11th this year), adds to my 

information on research in Ireland and my enthusiasm 

for it.  After all, I do have 27% Irish DNA.  I know many 

of you have Irish and Scots-Irish roots as well and the 

DNA to prove it. I have met many of you at the GSP 

Ulster event in the past, saw some of you again this 

year and hope to see even more of  you  next year. 

Carol M. Sheaffer MD, President 

GSP Executive Board 

President: Carol M. Sheaffer MD 

Vice-President: Jane Benner 

Secretary: Valerie Lutz 

Treasurer: Nancy Janyszeski 
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The GSP online newsletter 

We look forward to keeping you informed by 

giving you dates and times of upcoming events, 

answering questions and being a source of 

information to our membership   

Upcoming Events 

March 30, 2018  

Annual GSP Members Meeting  

1 PM  GSP Office. Free, registration required, 

members only.  Business meeting followed by 

discussion of recent publications and the GSP 

website. 

First Families—Members who have qualified for 

membership in First Families of Pennsylvania  

will be recognized. 

Election of Officers 

April 25, 2018  

GSP Lecture  Lower  Southampton Library  7:00 

PM 

“Genealogy- Get Ready, Get Set, Get Going” 

Nancy C Nelson and Carol Sheaffer.  Register 

Via Lower Southampton Website in April. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Q&A 

Got questions about Pennsylvania 

genealogy? We have answers! For 

example, we can answer questions such 

as “Where can I find marriage license 

records?” or “When did Pennsylvania start 

recording birth certificates?” We’ll feature 

the question and answer in the newsletter. 

Submit your questions to: 

 gspnewsletter01@gmail.com.  

mailto:gspnewsletter01@gmail.com?subject=GSP%20Newsletter
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C elebrating Your Irish and Scots Irish 

ancestors 

A day of lectures and learning about Irish and 

Scots-Irish Genealogical Research delivered by 

Gillian Hunt and Fintan Mullan of the Ulster 

Historical Foundation,  a friendly venue with 

ample free parking and food,  the opportunity to 

shop for books published in Ireland as well as 

those books published locally by  The 

Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania and what 

do you have? … A really good and well spent 

day, a day that raises hope of breaking through 

brick walls and finding the home of your Irish and 

Scots-Irish ancestors.  And thus it was on March 

11th when The Genealogical Society of 

Pennsylvania sponsored what has become an 

annual event “Celebrating Your Irish and Scots 

Irish Ancestors” at Brookside Manor on 

Bustleton Pike in Trevose-Feasterville, PA. It 

was well attended by over 100 people and well 

supported by member, nonmember and Board 

volunteers.  It brings to mind the pride of Irish 

heritage and one of many Irish sayings: If you 

are lucky enough to be Irish…You are lucky 

enough 

Carol M. Sheaffer MD 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Become an active member of GSP, get to know 

other members and learn. We have opportunities 

to assist for events, record preservation, 

digitization projects, assist in office.   

Thank you to all our volunteers to helped make 

the Ulster Historical Foundation the success that 

it was.   

We are also in need of help proofreading, 

indexing and digitizing our collections. 

(Continued from page 1) 

GSP Website a Winner  

Curt Wichter, Genealogy Manager, Allen County 

Library, Ft Wayne, Indiana gave a informative 

and very interesting lecture at RootsTech enti-

tled “Pain in the Access: More Web for Your Ge-

nealogy”. He covered such sources as the web-

sites of public libraries, state libraries and ar-

chives, state societies, USGenWeb and more. 

Many such websites are not  listed when one 

searches on Google for an ancestor because of 

technical issues that don’t allow data on those 

websites to be noticed by Google. GSP was one 

of five state society websites specifically recom-

mended to researchers. 
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Anna Justina Magee -  GSP Benefactor and Volunteer with Irish Roots 

Among records of early benefactors of the Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania is a booklet entitled “The 

Wills and Codicils of Anna J. Magee…Deceased”.  Printed by Allen, Lane and Scott of Philadelphia, it car-

ries no print date but, since she died in 1923, it is reasonable to assume it was printed after that date and 

was given to each person or entity to whom a bequest was made.  Anna J. Magee’s Will and her Codicils 

contain multiple bequests to relatives, friends, servants, churches, cemeteries, schools, hospitals, charita-

ble and educational organizations and in amounts ranging from a few thousand to a hundred thousand and 

more.  Most were located in Philadelphia. On page 24, a bequest of $2000 to the Genealogical Society of 

Pennsylvania is found.  Prior to all of this, two articles published in The Evening Public Ledger reveal more 

about her involvement with The Society. The first, on May 9, 1922 contains an article regarding plans to 

partner with The Colonial Dames to celebrate the arrival of the early Swedes to Philadelphia and Anna J. 

Magee was serving on the entertainment committee for that event.  Later that same year, on October 17th 

the paper reported she attended a Board Meeting and presented a check for $5000 to the organization.  

That event was also reported in The Pennsylvania Genealogical Magazine Vol 8, No 3 March 1923, page 

314 which contains the Annual Report  of 1922 and indicates she was a life member of the organization and 

a member of its sub-group The Associate Committee of Women and had given the organization $5000 for 

the “permanent fund”.  Her brothers Horace and James Ronaldson Magee were also members of GSP and 

seem to have been so prior to her involvement.   So, who was this woman and how did she come to have 

so much wealth? 

Anna Justina Magee was born in Philadelphia 21 Jan 1843 to James and Caroline (Kneass) Magee and 

died December 12, 1923 in Philadelphia. She was buried at Laurel Hill Cemetery on December 14th. She 

never married and outlived her parents and siblings.  Among ancestors on her mother’s side were John 

Hart, signer of the Declaration of Independence and Major John Polhemus of The Revolutionary War.  Her 

father’s ancestry was, however, Irish and Scots-Irish, and reportedly traces back to William A. Magee, born 

1691 Magee Island, Ireland who married Martha Huston (1699-1744) 6 Sept 1712 at St John’s Dublin, Ire-

land and died 1794 at the age of 103. The couple had three sons: Patrick Joseph (1741-1811), Michael 

(1765-1804) and William.  It is Michael who immigrated to The United States.  Born 1765 in Rathmelton, 

Donegal, Ireland, he married Frances McAdoo (1760-1823) in 1785 at The Reformed Church of Letterken-

ny, Scotland.  He arrived in Philadelphia, PA in 1792 and died there 31 December 1804.  He and his wife 

had five children: daughters Frances (1787- ), Lydia (1789-1889) and Elizabeth (1791- ) and sons James (5 

December 1802-3 November 1878) and Michael (1805-1884).  It was this son James who married Caroline 

Axford Kneass (1811-1886) and had seven children: Fannie Sarah (1832-1916), Caroline Lydia (1836-

1861), James Ronaldson (1839-1914), Eliza Jane (1840-1906), Anna Justina (1843-1923), Horace Little 

(1845-1912), and Frank Hamilton (1854-1904). 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Anna Justina, in her article entitled “Memorials of The Kneass Family of Philadelphia”, provides an exten-

sive biography of her father James, his education, multiple business enterprises and partnerships, and out-

lines his commitment to St Stephen’s Church in Philadelphia as well as to charities, schools, and other or-

ganizations and entities through generous donations to them. She emphasized, as have many sources, 

that he came to be known as “The Father of The Pennsylvania Railroad”.  Anna Justina then provides her 

own biographical summary, somewhat modestly, when other information, including her own estate be-

quests, suggest she accomplished so much more than she mentions.  She does indicate membership in 

Acorn, The Pennsylvania Society of Colonial Dames of America, The Philadelphia Chapter of DAR, and 

The Associates Committee of Women to The Board of Trustees of the Pennsylvania School of Industrial 

Arts, The Historical Society of Pennsylvania and The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania. She does not 

mention it, possibly because it is yet to come, but she later serves as a Board member, Life Member and 

Associates Committee of Women member for the Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania. She provided 

much support for projects at St Stephen’s Church in 1917 and 1918 in memory of her oldest sister and her 

father.  A major bequest to underwrite the building and maintenance of what eventually was named The 

Magee Rehabilitation Center in Philadelphia was made to honor the memory of her parents. 

It is her support to the Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania financially and through volunteerism that we 

cherish. In 1922, when she presented the check for $5000 to the Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania at 

a Board Meeting, the donation was acknowledged in The Annual Report for 1922 with the following com-

ment:  “It represents 100 life memberships therein concentrated into one and that, by such means, the per-

manency of the organization insured against the varying tides of time ” 

Thank you, Anna Justina Magee, for your support! 

Sources: 

“Annual Report (1922) of the Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania”.  The Pennsylvania Genealogical Magazine Vol. 8, No 3, 
March 1923, p.314.  Accessed at www.genpa.org 18 February 2018 

 Jordan,  John W., Colonial and Revolutionary Families of Pennsylvania. The Genealogical Publishing Co 

Baltimore, MD: 2004    “The Magee Family”, p. 578-591. Accessed on Google Books 20 February 2018  

“Just Gossip about People”, Evening Public Ledger, May 9, 1922. Accessed at GenealogyBank.com on 18 February 2018 

 

Magee, Anna J.,   “Memorials of the Kneass Family of Philadelphia “ 

The Pennsylvania Genealogical Magazine Vol. 7, No 2, March 1919, p. 107-126 Accessed at www.genpa.org 18 February 2018 

Pennsylvania Historic and Museum Commission; Pennsylvania, USA; Pennsylvania (State) Death Certificates 1906-1966; Certifi-
cate Number Range 127501-130297. Anna J. Magee, Death Certificate File #129176, Registration #27019   Accessed at Ances-
try.com 18 February 2018. 

“Receives $5000 Check-Genealogical Society Enriched by Gift from Anna J. Magee”,Evening Public Ledger, Oct 17,1922 p.6. 

 Accessed at GenealogyBank.com  on 18 February 2018 

(Continued from page 3) 
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The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania   

2100 Byberry Road—Suite 111 

Philadelphia PA 19116 267.686.2296  

gspnewsletter01@gmail.com  

GSP has a number of volunteer opportunities in a number of areas.  At home, in the office or on location. 

  E-mail at info@genpa.org  or 

  gspnewsletter01@gmail.com   or  

  call the office    267-686-2296  

  

Share your Research Story 

 

Briefly share amusing, touching, 

unusual, interesting or tragic stories 

you have unearthed in your family 

research - 

gspnewsletter01@gmail.com  

JOIN GSP 

GSP RESEARCH 

GSP does not offer phone consultations.  We require that all re-

search requests be in writing.  

When you contact us, please include the exact names, dates 

(exact or approximate) and location (exact or approximate) that 

you are searching.  Also, please let us know where you already 

have searched and what you have found. GSP does not undertake 

research on living people. 

E-mail research requests to info@genpa.org 

The GSP Resource Guides can help answer where to find some 

research sources.   

https://genpa.org/public-collections/pennsylvania-resources/ 

mailto:info@genpa.org?subject=GSPNewsletter%20Inquiry
mailto:gspnewsletter01@gmail.com?subject=GSP%20Newsletter
mailto:gspnewsletter01@gmail.com?subject=GSP%20Newsletter
https://genpa.org/membership-login/join/



