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MESSAGE FROM GSP’S PRESIDENT 
As we head into the holiday season, we pay tribute to veterans, 
look back to Thanksgiving 1918, and remember Carol Sheaffer, 
who will continue to touch the lives of GSP members through 
the extensive collection of books that she has left behind in our 
GSP library. 

GSP Website Improved Search Feature 
We have upgraded and improved the search capabilities on our 
website, genpa.org. You can now use the hyphen (or minus) 
symbol in front of a specific word to reduce your search results. 
The following is a basic example of how the search feature 
works: 

When we enter Maria Magdalena Pretz in the search field, two 
results appear: 
1. Dauphin County Births Pressler-Schweigert 212-261 
2. Schuylkill County Births Pretz-Zweyer Misc. 306-360 

Add  -Pressler to the search field in order to eliminate any 
result showing Pressler. 

Maria Magdalena Pretz -Pressler is now in the search field. 
This search excludes any result with Pressler, providing only 
one result in this particular search: 

1. Schuylkill County Births Pretz-Zweyer Misc 306-360 

Keep in mind that many of our data collections are OCR 
scanned from handwritten, typed, and poor copies, which will 
not always show up in search results. Your searches may lead 
you to other possibilities such as a county, cemetery, or church 
records that might be worth pursuing. 

--Nancy Janyszeski, President 
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FIRST FAMILIES CORNER  
Delayed birth certificates 

What is a delayed birth certificate? How can a 
birth be delayed? It was not the birth that was 
delayed, it was the creation of the birth 
certificate. By the middle of the 20th century, 
every state in the Union required vital statistics 
(births, marriages and deaths) to be recorded 
at the state level. Pennsylvania began this 
requirement in 1906, Tennessee in 1914, and 
Texas in 1903. New Jersey was one of the 
earliest states to require statewide birth and 
death records in 1848, but what we see as a 
modern New Jersey birth certificate didn’t start 
until June 1, 1878. Even after the states began 
requiring these certificates, many people who 
were born at home did not have official ones. 

Today, literally everyone in the United States 
has a Social Security account. My 
grandchildrens’ Social Security numbers were 
issued before they left the hospital as 
newborns. My grandparents’ generation got 
theirs at various times, most likely in the late 
1930s or early 1940s, and they had to provide 
proof of their age and birthplace. For many of 
our relatives, this involved applying for a 
delayed birth certificate.  

A quick look at Ancestry.com’s card catalogue 
shows delayed birth certificates for Iowa, 
Virginia, Tennessee, Vermont, South Carolina, 
and Berks County, PA. Familysearch.org has 
collections for Texas, Iowa, and Pennsylvania, 
among others. While New Jersey’s delayed 
birth records are not online, the New Jersey 
State Archives has microfilm of delayed birth 
certificates for people born through 1900. The 
Archives also has the original applications of 
people born between 1901 and 1918; they will 
pull these applications and copy them for you. 
Remember that New Jersey was recording 
births as early as 1848, and yet in the 1940s 
hundreds of delayed birth certificates were 
created. It is definitely worth a look to see if 
you can find familiar names.  

These documents include a great deal of 
information that would not have existed at  
the time the child was born. Women stated 
their married names and their husband’s name. 
Their address in 1942 could be many states 
away from their birthplace. Usually these 
delayed birth certificates have a reverse that is 
full of genealogical information. If you find an 
ancestor’s delayed certificate online, be sure to  

page to the next image, which should be the 
reverse. 

My father was born in Hightstown, Monmouth 
County, NJ in 1907. He should have had a birth 
certificate, but he did not. The delayed birth 
certificate that I have for him was created in 
1942. The witness was my grandmother, who 
of course identified herself as his mother, and 
she took along the family Bible as proof of his 
name and birthdate. There is a space for the 
date and place of his parents’ marriage, the 
date and place of his own marriage, his wife’s 
name, and – the names, birthdates and 
birthplaces of his children. So there I am, 
recorded in the New Jersey State Archives! 

If you are searching online or in person for a 
delayed birth certificate, remember that it 
would have been created and recorded in the 
state where the person was born, not the place 
where he or she was living at the time that the 
record was needed.  A few years ago, I made 
contact with descendants of one of my great-
grandfather’s sisters. Her son John Brooks 
was born in rural Marion County, TN in 1889. 
In 1942 he was living in Baylor County, TX, and 
he needed a delayed birth certificate. The state 
of Tennessee required two people to swear to 
the details of his birth: one relative and one 
non-relative. Brooks’ parents were both dead 
by 1942, so his Aunt Sallie Hopson Caldwell 
testified “John F. Brooks is the son of my sister 
and I know where and when he was borned.” 
She gave her own address as 404 Quincy 
Avenue, Knoxville, TN. This is the house where 
my family used to go to see her every summer 
when we’d be in Tennessee visiting my 
mother’s family. I even have a photo of Aunt 
Sallie on the porch of the house at 404 Quincy. 
So, in those pre-DNA days, this was proof that 
the Brooks family of Baylor County Texas were 
indeed my cousins. It was very special to see 
this online document with the signature of 
someone that I had known personally, and an 
address that I had visited often.  

It was really, really special to request a 
document from the New Jersey State Archives 
and find my own name on it.  
—Nancy Cassada Nelson, GSP Board 
Member & First Families Chair 
To learn more about First Families and how 
to apply, visit https://genpa.org/first-
families-of-pennsylvania/ 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COUNTY SPOTLIGHT: CUMBERLAND 

Pennsylvania became a state 12 December 1787. There 
are 67 counties and 2561 municipalities. Cumberland 
County was formed on 27 January 1750 from parts of 
Lancaster County. The county seat is Carlisle. 

Prominent People: William D. Phillips, Robert Cooper 
Grier, John Bigler, Edson Hendricks, Anne Hollingsworth 
Wharton, James Carnahan, Robert Lusk, William E. Miller 
and Thaddeus S. Smith  

Microfilm copies of county records along with the tools to 
help research county records are available at the Pennsylvania State Archives - PHMC > Archives > 
Research Online >  Research Guides > County and Municipal Records (under Genealogy) 

Finding Family and Historical Records in Cumberland County 

I. Recorder of Deeds in Cumberland County: https://www.ccpa.net/123/Recorder-of-Deeds 

II. Prothonotary in Cumberland County: https://www.ccpa.net/121/Prothonotary 

III. Cumberland County Register of Wills:  https://www.ccpa.net/125/Register-of-Wills 

IV. Family Search Wiki on Cumberland County: https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/
Cumberland_County,_Pennsylvania_Genealogy 

V. Cumberland County Historical Society: https://www.historicalsociety.com/ 

VI. Find A Grave Cumberland County Cemetery List: https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery-browse/USA/
Pennsylvania/Cumberland-County?id=county_2261 

VII. Map of Cumberland County from actual surveys (1858): https://www.loc.gov/resource/
g3823c.la000733/?r=0.422,0.337,0.113,0.047,0 

VIII. The Cumberland Blue Book (1908) By J.R.Schwarz:  https://archive.org/details/
cumberlandbluebo00schw_0/mode/2up  

IX. Baileys of Baileytown: A genealogy of the South Jersey Baileys, with special reference to the 
descendants of Edward Bailey, Sr. of Cumberland County: incl. descendants through daughters: https://
archive.org/details/baileysofbaileyt00bail   

X.  History of Cumberland and Adams Counties, Pennsylvania: https://archive.org/details/
historyofcumberl00wtay/mode/2up 

XI. Cumberland County, Pennsylvania Marriages, 1761-1800 ($): https://genealogical-society-of-
pennsylvania.square.site/product/cumberland-county-pennsylvania-marriages-1761-1800/20?cs=true 

XII. Pennsylvania Resource Guides: https://genpa.org/public-%20collections/pennsylvania-
%20resources/ 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WHAT WAS THANKSGIVING LIKE IN 1918? 
In	1918,	our	ancestors	dealt	not	only	with	a	deadly	pandemic,	but	also	with	the	horrors	of	World	War	I.	
As	Thanksgiving	Day	approached,	celebraBons	erupted	when	an	armisBce	was	signed	on	November	11,	
1918,	ending	the	fighBng	in	Europe.	There	was	great	cause	for	giving	thanks	for	the	end	of	the	war,	but	
also	great	sadness	at	the	loss	of	4,734,991	US	military	casualBes.	

IllustraBon	by	Irene	Olds	

It	was	suggested	that	American	families	forego	their	usual	turkey	dinner	so	that	the	men	sBll	serving	
overseas	could	have	a	tradiBonal	holiday	meal.	SubsBtutes	included	chicken,	steak,	or	duck.	Apparently	
those	living	in	the	Asheville,	North	Carolina,	sought	yet	another	alternaBve	to	turkey,	according	to	The	
Sunday	Ci-zen*:		

Another	popular	opBon…was	opossum.	“With	other	forms	of	meat	so	high	[in	cost],	
those	inclined	to	be	night	prowlers	have	a	doubly	good	excuse	for	engaging	in	their	
favorite	sport,”	The	Sunday	Ci-zen	wrote.	These	hunters,	the	paper	conBnued,	“feel	that	
they	can	mix	sport	with	economy	by	following	the	trails	of	the	hounds	at	night	and	
faSening	the	opossums	for	Thanksgiving	day	spreads.”	

With	several	hunBng	parBes	already	formed,	the	paper	wrote,	“[o]wners	of	good	hounds	
are	finding	themselves	enjoying	the	height	of	popularity,	friends	warming	up	to	them	
while	requesBng	the	use	of	their	dogs.”	Further,	the	paper	noted,	the	acBvity	was	not	
exclusive	to	males.	According	to	The	Sunday	Ci-zen,	hunBng	opossum	“has	become	a	
popular	pasBme	among	young	people	of	both	sexes[.]”	

As	we	celebrate	Thanksgiving	2020,	with	thoughts	and	prayers	for	those	have	suffered	illness	and	loss	in	
the	current	pandemic,	we	also	remember	our	ancestors	and	the	hardships	they	faced.	

*As	republished	on	November	22,	2018,	in	The	Mountain	Xpress	at	hSps://mountainx.com/news/
asheville-archives-patrioBc-residents-forego-turkey-on-thanksgiving-1918/	
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SALUTE TO VETERANS 
Author Ralph Beaver Strassburger 

Strassburger is a familiar name to 
Pennsylvania genealogists. Many of us have 
benefitted from his book, Pennsylvania 
German Pioneers: A publication of the original 
lists of arrival in the Port of Philadelphia from 
1727 to 1808 published in 1934 in two 
volumes. But how many of us know of his 
military background and service?  

As a member of the GSP, he filled in a form on 
11 November 1919 from his home, Normandy 
Farm, and wrote in some detail about his 
background. 

Born 26 March 1883 in Norristown, 
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, he was the 
son of Jacob Andrew Strassburger and Mary 
Beaver. He was educated at Norristown High 
School, graduating in 1899, followed by two 
years at Phillips Exeter Academy in Exeter, 
New Hampshire, and then at the United States 
Naval Academy, from which he graduated in 
1905. He then served in the U.S. Navy until 
1909.  

After being appointed to the Naval Academy by 
the Hon. I.P. Wanger, he played football there 
for all four years. He speaks of scoring all of 
the points for Annapolis in the “memorable” 
Army-Navy game in Philadelphia. As his days 
at the Academy drew to a close, he went to sea 
on the U.S.S. West Virginia, the new flagship 
of the armored cruiser squadron. He later 
served as Ensign under Rear Admiral W.B.  

Brownson, then under Admiral Robley D. 
Evans on the U.S.S. Connecticut, flagship of 
the Atlantic Squadron. In 1907, Strassburger 
was attached to the Presidential Yacht U.S.S. 
Mayflower during the term of then-President 
Teddy Roosevelt. His Naval career continued 
as he served on the fast scout cruiser 
Birmingham during the time that competitive 
engineering tests were being conducted with 
the U.S.S. Salem and U.S.S. Chester. 

After 8 years in the Navy, Strassburger went 
with the firm of Babcock & Wilcox. In 1913, 
when the Balkan War broke out, President Taft 
appointed him as Consul General and 
Secretary of Legation to Romania, Bulgaria, 
and Serbia. Later, he was Second Secretary of 
the Embassy at Tokyo, Japan.  

In 1917, at the time of “our rupture with 
Germany,” Strassburger volunteered his 
services to the Navy Department and was 
assigned to duty in the Naval Intelligence 
Department. He served on the overseas 
transport Louisville and later was assigned 
special duty in connection with clearing up the 
draft scandal in the Fourth Naval Recruiting 
District in Philadelphia. When demobilized, he 
received the “usual letter of commendation” for 
his service from the Secretary of the Navy. 

Thus, the story of Strassburger’s service to his 
country, for which we all salute him. 
—Jane Benner, GSP Board Member 

========================================================================================================	
DID YOU KNOW? 

Military Records – Pennsylvania Residents 
Men living in Pennsylvania during the Revolutionary War, born 1730-1764, probably have a military 
record.  Learn more. 

29,317 men from Pennsylvania served in the War of 1812.  Learn more. 

There were 350,000 men from Pennsylvania in the Union Army during the Civil War, Pennsylvania 
Register of Military Volunteers, 1861-1865.   Learn more. 

8,370 Goldstar casualties in World War I, from Pennsylvania, are listed alphabetically on Honor 
States.org.  

World War I Veterans Service and Compensation files for 1917-1919, and 1934-1948 are in the 
Pennsylvania State Archives. They also have online digital images of Pennsylvania veterans’ file cards, 
up to and including World War I.  

Men born between 1877 and 1900 may have both World War II and World War I draft records.  

Learn more about Pennsylvania’s Selective Service Local Board Areas during World War II. 

FamilySearch Wiki provides extensive guidance for searching military records, including more recent 
service in Korea and Vietnam. 
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TELL US ABOUT IT 
In our October issue, we asked if you had any ancestors who were veterans of            
20th-century wars that you’d like to salute. 

I’d like to salute two veterans who served in 
20th-century wars. One is 
my dad, Charles Skea 
Nicol, Jr. (1916-2013), who 
served in the Army as a 
B-17 ball turret gunner 
stationed in England during 
World War II. My favorite 
story is one that he told 
about VE Day. He and a 
buddy went into London the 
day after and got to 
Buckingham Palace. There 

they saw the Royal Family 
and Churchill on the balcony waving to the 
crowds. Not long after that, he and the crew 
flew the bomber back to the United States, and 
he was awaiting orders to be deployed to the 
Pacific Theater when the war ended. 

My second salute goes to my Scottish second 
cousin-twice removed, James Esson 
(1885-1917), who enlisted in the First Battalion 
of the Gordon Highlanders, the local Aberdeen 
unit of the British Army, joining up in time to 
serve during the Second Boer War in South 
Africa, which began in 1899. He served for four 
years, eight months, and received several 
medals, which reveal some idea of what he 
experienced.  

Upon being discharged from his military 
service, James started a career in wrestling. 
He became Scottish amateur champion at the 
age of 19 and turned professional three years 
later. Known professionally as Jim or Jimmy 
Esson, he reached the top of his career at the 
age of 22, when he was acclaimed World 
Heavyweight Champion in Free-style in 1908. 
During his career, which covered at least 1906 
through 1915, he toured frequently in Britain, 
North and South America, and Europe; his last 
professional tour was to Canada in mid 1915. 
By then, his country was embroiled in the First 
World War, and he returned to England to 
again answer the call to military service, 
enlisting at Manchester in the Lancashire 
Territorial Force, a home front militia, on 16 
June 1915. He was promoted to acting 
Serjeant [sic] the same day, and his unit was a 
part of the Army Service Corps (A.S.C.).  

James remained stationed at or near home for 
the next two years while the war raged in 
France. He was promoted to Company 
Serjeant Major (C.S.M.) on 5 May 1916 and 
transferred to Depot Park Royal on 15 August. 
His A.S.C. unit was attached to the 12th 
Battalion, King’s Liverpool Regiment, which 
was shipped over to France on 11 July 1917. 
On 30 November, during a German 
counterattack at Cambrai, James was 
wounded in a shoulder and captured. He was 
taken to a Kriegs-Lazarett (field hospital) in Le 
Cateau, where he died on 14 December 1917. 
His remains were transported to the large 
German fortress hospital at Liege, Belgium, on 
15 December, and he was buried in the 
Robermont Cemetery there. Records show that 
James was posthumously awarded the British 
War Medal and the Victory Medal. —Doug 
Nicol, GSP Board Member 

=================================== 
I’d like to salute Andrew J. Nicholson, my 

paternal grandfather, who 
was a veteran of World 
War II, serving in the U.S. 
Navy in the South Pacific 
Theater. He was aboard 
the USS Ommaney Bay 
when it was attacked in 
the Sulu Sea by a 
Japanese suicide plane, 
resulting in an order to 
abandon ship. Rescue 
was difficult due to the heat 

generated by the burning carrier, and the 
surviving crew waited several hours for rescue 
in shark-infested waters. —Kathryn Donahue, 
GSP Board Member 

=================================== 
My salute goes to my grandfather, Henry 
William Bloemker (1894-1928), who enlisted in 

the U.S. Army in 1918. He 
was sent as part of the Allied 
Expeditionary Force to 
France, where he was 
gassed during the Meuse 
Argonne Offensive. When he 
returned from Europe, he had 
a weakness in his lungs 
(1919 medical terms). That 
meant no pension. 
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He married my grandmother, Marie Doster, in 
1919, and she gave birth to my mother in 1921 
and my aunt in 1922; in 1924, a baby was born 
without a complete windpipe, which meant 
death. My grandfather developed tuberculosis 
in 1925, where the treatment was “Arizona for 
the air or Philadelphia with prayer.” He died 
soon after. 

My grandmother was a great family storyteller, 
so from her stories, I know that I would have 
enjoyed being Henry’s grandson. No one else 
on his side of the family was a storyteller, so 
although I know the genealogy, I never knew 
the person. —Doug Mondel, GSP Board 
Member 

=================================== 
My salute goes to Benjamin (Bennie) 
Janyszeski (1921-1999). He served in the 
Army’s 8th Division in World War II. Here is his 
story, in his own words: 

“I will never forget meeting the 
men I served with, and I wish I had  
a camera when ‘POW’ was spelled 
out on the ground.” 

“I participated in the Battle of the 
Bulge and the Hürtgen Forest 
Campaign and was captured 
January 1944 after the Germans 
came from behind. I never saw the 
rest of my division again. I never 
was able to find out how or if 
anyone else survived. I was sent to 
Prison Camp Stalag 12A for a 
couple of months. We were 
transported in box cars that had no 
markings [Red Cross or POW]. 
The front cars were hit by friendly 
fire, some officers were hit, about 
15 to 16 of us formed ‘POW’ on 
the ground, and the firing stopped. 
We walked until General Patton’s 
troops came."  

“[After being shipped back to the 
United States,] I was sent to Texas 
and assigned as a guard for 
German POWs [being held there] 
and then I was to go to Japan. 
Never went, the bomb was 
dropped. I was awarded the Purple 
Heart, the Bronze Star, the  
American Campaign Medal, and 
the Service Victory Medal.” 

Bennie Janyszeski, of Rocktown, Hunterdon 
County, was among 102 former POWs from 
New Jersey who were brought home (overall, 
the transports brought home 1,890 U.S. POWs 
who had been German prisoners, as reported 
in The Hopewell Herald of May 9, 1945). As 
Bennie recalled, after partaking of steak 

dinners and 
phoning home, 
the returning 
soldiers were 
granted 60-day 
furloughs.  

Over 45 years 
later, Bennie was 
awarded a second 
Purple Heart. He 
died February 21, 

1999. —Nancy Janyszeski, GSP Board 
Member 

================================== 
I’d like to salute my paternal grandfather, 

Rochester Ross Roby 
(1914-2002), who was 
always a man of strong 
principles. He was raised 
Episcopalian in Rochester, 
Monroe County, New York, in 
an upper middle-class family. 
After graduating from an elite 
private school, followed by 
Yale University, Ross (he 
hated the name Rochester) 

set out to make something of his life. He spoke 
out against the war in Europe and declared 
himself a pacifist and conscientious objector 
before the United States entered World War II.  

During the war, the United States gave 
conscientious objectors who were drafted an 
alternative option for service instead of a 
putting them under the military’s direction. 
Nearly 12,000 men and women chose Civilian 
Public Service (CPS), which would become 
known for its groundbreaking work in the field 
of mental health. Sometime in 1943, my 
grandfather was assigned to work at the 
Philadelphia State Hospital at Byberry and was 
given the job of an orderly in a men’s ward of 
the psychiatric hospital. 

While working as an orderly in what must have 
been unspeakable conditions for himself and 
the patients, Ross decided to pursue a medical 
degree at the University of Pennsylvania. Since 
he worked long days at the hospital, he had to 
take evening courses, which meant a long 
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commute on public transportation from the far 
northeastern corner of Philadelphia (where 
Philadelphia State Hospital was) to the 
University of Pennsylvania in West 
Philadelphia. Ross was in one of these night 
courses when fate would intervene. His long 
workdays and commute often left him 
exhausted by the time class started, and 
sometimes he would fall asleep in class. A 
fellow student, Juliet Carter Dulany, offered to 
share her notes to help him pass the class. 
Less than a year later, they were married. My 
grandparents, Ross and Juliet, were married 
for over 55 years and had four children, 
including my father. 

My grandfather finished medical school and 
settled down with his new family in 
Philadelphia. Because of his experiences as a 
conscientious objector at Philadelphia State 
Hospital, Ross wanted to make a difference in 
mental healthcare, especially concerning 
children. He would go on to a distinguished 
career as a child psychiatrist.  

Ross joined the Society of Friends (Quakers) 
soon after the war. He remained very active 
with his local meeting in Germantown. He was 
involved with many organizations to support 
the pacifist and peace movement and his 
passion for the movement remained high until 
his death. 

Even though my grandfather was not a typical 
veteran, he very much served his country 
during World War II. Although we always need 
to remember and honor our military veterans, 
we should not forget the service of the men 
and women behind the scenes. Conscientious 
objectors do not believe in war, but they still 
love their country. My grandfather, R. Ross 
Roby, started his service during the war years 
and continued through the rest of his life. 
That’s how I like to remember him. 

As a side note, it was my grandfather who 
spurred my interest in history and genealogy. 
Ross spent decades working on his and my 
grandmother’s family histories. He became a 
member of the Genealogical Society of 
Pennsylvania (GSP) in 1968. I think about him 
sometimes as I’m driving in to the GSP office 
and I pass the spot along Roosevelt Boulevard 
where the Philadelphia State Hospital used to 
stand. —Joseph Roby, GSP Board Member 

NEXT ISSUE: TELL US ABOUT IT 
All I want for Christmas… 
If anyone asks what’s on your wish 
list for the holidays in 2020,  
what will the genealogist in you 
reply? Email your wish list to 
gspstories@gmail.com. 
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Q&A: DNA  
Understanding Y-DNA 

Consider enhancing your genealogical and 
DNA research by taking a Y-DNA test, or giving 
them to your male relatives. One drawback is 
that Y-DNA tests may be taken only by males 
with Y chromosomes, but if you or a family 
member takes it, the test can provide 
information about the direct paternal line back 
in time much further than autosomal DNA tests. 
For more information, see https://
www.familytreedna.com/products/y-dna

Several of our readers have received results 
from Y-DNA tests and have questions about 
their results. 

I just got my Y-DNA results. Most of the 
surnames match mine. It says that at 67 
markers I have three matches with 0 genetic 
distance. 
This is good! According to the FamilyTreeDNA 
help page, these people have a good chance 
(about 89%) of being related to you within what 
is called the genealogical time frame, or the 
time that usually can be documented or 
researched. This means that you can compare 
what you know of your matches’ families from 
their family trees (if they have trees on 
FamilyTreeDNA), compare your results and 
shared matches with them on autosomal DNA 
tests, and/or contact them to see what they 
know of their direct paternal line. If one of you 
has a tree that extends further back than the 
other, it might provide a link a generation or 
two back beyond what you already have. 
Following up on potential siblings of ancestors 
by looking at all of the men with this surname 
in the areas where they lived might help you to 
find the connection. 

I just got my Y-DNA results. None of the 
surnames match mine. Most of them share 
another surname. What does this mean? 
This could mean several things. If all of your 
matches are only at 37 markers and with a 
genetic distance of two or greater, it may be 
that no one with your surname has tested. You 
might have direct ancestors from a country 
where DNA testing is less common and/or who  

emigrated to the U.S. within the past couple of 
generations. 

Another possibility is that your paternal line is 
not the surname that you thought it was. This 
could be due to adoption or an NPE (non 
paternal event) either in your own or a previous 
generation. In other words, either you, your 
father, or another male in your direct paternal 
line may have had a birth father with another 
surname. You should take an autosomal DNA 
test and look at the trees of your matches to 
see whether you can find matches with this 
surname. Also look at the geographic areas 
where your family and ancestors lived for 
families with this surname to see whether you 
can determine when, where, and how this 
surname might have originated in your line. 

Note: If you have taken only an autosomal test, 
it is very common for none of the surnames to 
match yours. There may be no descendants of 
your direct paternal line who have tested. 

I just got my Y-DNA results. None of the 
surnames match mine and are several 
different surnames. 
This can happen for several reasons. As in the 
question above, if all of your matches are only 
at 37 markers and with a genetic distance of 
two or greater, it may be that no one with your 
surname has tested. 

You might have direct ancestors from a country 
where DNA testing is less common and/or who 
emigrated to the U.S. within the past couple of 
generations, and/or your paternal line might be 
from an ethnic group for which surnames are 
relatively recent. 

Another possibility is that your direct paternal 
line originates in an ethnic community in which 
surnames might be of more recent origin, such 
as Ashkenazi Jewish, Scandinavian, or Welsh. 

Although Sephardic Jewish families (of 
Spanish origin) had surnames beginning in the 
1500s, Ashkenazi Jewish families often did not 
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have surnames until the early 19th century. As 
a result, Jewish Y-DNA results might include 
several different surnames, all of which 
descend from the same common ancestor. In 
this case, you should look for common 
geographic areas in your matches’ ancestries. 

Wales and Scandinavian countries used 
patronymics until the 19th century. The names 
changed with each generation from father to 
son and indicated that someone was the “son 
of” their father. This can be a challenge for 
genealogical research. 

Look at the surnames to see whether you can 
determine the probable ethnic origins of the 
families. Look for common geographic areas in 
your matches’ ancestries and see whether you 
have matches with ancestry from those areas 
on autosomal DNA tests. 

Jewish surnames and genealogy: 
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/
Jewish_Names_Personal

Scandinavian surnames and patronymics: 
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/
Scandinavia_Names

GIVING	THANKS	
As	#Giving	Tuesday	approaches	
on	December	1,	
please	keep	GSP	in	mind.	
Thank	you	for	your	support!	

DONATE	NOW

Welsh surnames and patronymics:
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/
Wales_Names,_Personal 

Patronymic research: https://
www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/
Researching_Ancestors_with_Patronymic_Sur
names_(National_Institute)

Y-DNA and surnames: 
https://learn.familytreedna.com/user-guide/y-
dna-myftdna/y-matches-page/ 

—Valerie-Anne Lutz, GSP Board of Directors 
Special thanks to Sara Brower, GSP Member, 
for reviewing the questions and responses. 

Each month, we feature questions that we 
receive. Questions should be general and of 
interest to others. If you have a specific 
question about your results and your family, 
frame the question in a general way. For 
example, rather than “How might these three 
people be related to me?” ask “What does it 
mean when you have matches who share 300 
to 500 centimorgans on a DNA test?” Send to 
editor@genpa.org
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LIBRARY UPDATE  
Addition of Carol Sheaffer’s books on Pennsylvania’s 67 counties 
We are all missing our former president but are comforted by and appreciative of her extensive library that she 
donated to GSP, particularly her books on Lancaster County. We are very pleased to expand our library to 
include better coverage of the 67 counties with the titles listed below. 

ADAMS 
Abstracts of Adams County, Pennsylvania, wills 
1800-1826 
Adams County church records of the 18th century 

ALLEGHENY 
Pittsburgh Pennsylvania Gazette, Genealogical 
Gleanings, Volume 1: 1786-1820 

BEDFORD 
Pioneer lineages Volume I 

BERKS 
Berks County, births 1705-1800, Volume 1, 
1705-1760 
Berks County, births 1705-1800, Volume 2, 
1760-1770 
Burial records of Zion Union cemetery, Womelsdorf, 
Berks County 
Church record of the Christ (Maxatawny or De 
Long’s) Reformed Church at Bowers, Berks County 
(1765-1832) 
History of Berks County, Pennsylvania, 1876 
History of St. Johns (Haine’s) Reformed Church, 
Lower Heidelberg Township 
Host “Tulpehocken” Church at Marion Township, 
Berks County, Pennsylvania 
Ledger of Anthony Fricker, gunsmith, Heidelberg 
Township, Berks, 1814-1821 
Oley Valley graveyard ramblings 
Records of pastoral acts at Christ Lutheran Church, 
Stouchsburg, Berks County, Pennsylvania, Part 1 
Records of pastoral acts at Christ Lutheran Church, 
Stouchsburg Berks County, Pennsylvania, Part 2 
The Goshenhoppen Registers 
The Petitioners: 18th-century actions to erect 
present-day Berks County townships 
Womelsdorf Zion Union Church cemetery burials 
1792-1958 

BUCKS 
Bishop White’s private marriages, 1801-1838 
Bucks County Orphans’ Court records, 1685-1852 
Guide to the manuscript collections of five historical 
organizations in Bucks County 
Historic Bristol, 285th anniversary 

CHESTER 
Abstracts of Chester County Pennsylvania land 
records, Volume 1: 1681-1730  
Poor school children records, Chester County, 
Pennsylvania, 1810-1836 

CUMBERLAND 
Cumberland County marriages, 1761-1817 
History of Big Spring Presbyterian Church, Newville, 
Pennsylvania, 1737-1898 

DAUPHIN  
1790 Dauphin County Pennsylvania census 
Dauphin County Pennsylvania Archives Volume 2 
Dauphin County tombstone inscriptions 
Dauphin County, Pennsylvania marriages 
1793-1810 
Early church records of Dauphin County, 
Pennsylvania 
Early industries of Middletown, PA 
Early iron industries of Dauphin County 
Early marriage evidence from the court records of 
Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, including Lebanon 
County, 1785-1810 
Records of pastoral acts, Zion Lutheran Church, 
Harrisburg, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, 
1795-1827 

DELAWARE 
Burial records of the old Friends Burying Grounds, 
Middletown Township, Delaware County, 
Pennsylvania 

FRANKLIN 
History of Scottish dissenting Presbyterianism in 
Franklin County, Pennsylvania 

LANCASTER 
1771 Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania 
Archives 
A new index, Lancaster County before the federal 
census Volume 1 
A new index, Lancaster County before the federal 
census Volume 2 
A new index, Lancaster County before the federal 
census Volume 3 
A new index, Lancaster County before the federal 
census Volume 4 
A new index, Lancaster County before the federal 
census Volume 5 
Abstracts of Lancaster County deed records 
Abstracts of Lancaster County Orphans Court 
records 1742-1767 
Abstracts of Lancaster County Orphans Court 
records 1768-1782 
Abstracts of Lancaster County Orphans Court 
records 1782-1791 
Abstracts of Lancaster County wills 1732-1785 
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Abstracts of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, deed 
records, books AA,BB,CC,DD, recorded 1784-1791, 
Volume 4 
Abstracts of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, deed 
records, books EE,FF,GG, HH, recorded 1786-1797, 
Volume 5 
Abstracts of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, deed 
records, books II,KK,LL,MM,NN, recorded 
1787-1793, Volume 6 
Abstracts of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, deed 
records, books N-Q, recorded 1770-1789 
Abstracts of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, deed 
records, books R,S,T,U, recorded 1774-1789, 
Volume 2  
Abstracts of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, deed 
records, books W,X,Y,Z, recorded 1779-1786, 
Volume 3  
Abstracts of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, wills 
1786-1820 
Abstracts of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, wills 
1821-1830 
Agricultural and federal census schedules 
1850-1880, Earl Township, Lancaster County 
Agricultural and federal census schedules 
1850-1880, East Earl Township, Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania 
An index to the will books and intestate records of 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, 1729-1850 
Baptismal & marriage records by Rev. John 
Waldschmidt, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania 
Cemetery records of Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania, Volume I 
Cemetery records of Martic Township, Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania 
Church and pastoral records in the archives of the 
United Church of Christ and Evangelical & Reformed 
Historical Society, Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
Directory of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, 
blacksmiths 
Early families of Lancaster, Lebanon, and Dauphin 
Counties 
Early landowners of Pennsylvania, atlas of township 
warrantee maps of Lancaster County 
Grave undertakings, Elizabeth Township, Lancaster 
County, Volume 1  
Grave undertakings, Warwick Township, Lancaster 
County, Volume 2  
Groffdale Mennonite Church cemetery, West Earl 
Township, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania 
Historic towns and villages of Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania 
History of Bergstrasse, Evangelical Lutheran Church 
History of the Cedar Grove Presbyterian Church, 
East Earl Township, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania 
History of the Muddy Creek Reformed Congregation, 
East Cocalico Township, Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania 
How Armstrong floored America 

Index to Paradise: Our heritage, our home. Paradise 
Township, Lancaster County 
Index to the 1864 Bridgen’s Atlas of Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania 
Lancaster Co. churches in the Revolutionary War 
era 
Lancaster County deed abstracts & oaths of 
allegiance, deed books A through M, 1729-1770 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, cemetery surname 
index 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, church records of 
the 18th century, Volume 1 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, church records of 
the 18th century, Volume 2 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, church records of 
the 18th century, Volume 3 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, church records of 
the 18th century, Volume 4 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, Connections 
Volume I 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, Connections 
Volume II 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, Connections 
Volume II 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, land records 
1729-1750 and land warrants 1710-1742 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, quarter sessions 
abstracts 1729-1742 Book 1 
Lutheran Church in New Holland, Pennsylvania, 
1730-1980 
Marriages & deaths from newspapers of Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania, 1821-1830 
Marriages & deaths from newspapers of Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania, 1831-1840 
Paradise, our heritage, our home, Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania 
Portrait and biographical record of Lancaster County 
Record of deaths, West Earl Township, Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania, 1885-1900 
Records of pastoral acts at Emanuel Lutheran 
Church, Elizabeth Township, Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania, 1743-1799 
Revolutionary patriots of Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania, 1775-1783 

LEBANON 
Deaths reported by Der Libanon Demokrat, 
1832-1864 
Early church records of Lebanon County, 
Pennsylvania 
Early churches of Lebanon County 
Ground rent and ground charges of Lebanon 
History & genealogy of early pioneer families of 
Lebanon County, Pennsylvania 
History of the county of Lebanon in the 
commonwealth of Pennsylvania, index to persons 
Index to deaths of Lebanon County, Pennsylvania, 
1743-1907 
Marriages reported by Der Libanon Demokrat 
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Sestercentennial history, Hill Lutheran Church, 
1733-1983 

NORTHUMBERLAND 
1847 history of Northumberland County, 
Pennsylvania 

PHILADELPHIA 
18th-century records of Germantown Reformed 
Church of Pennsylvania 
18th-century records of the German Lutheran 
Church of Philadelphia, Volume 1, baptisms 
1745-1769 
18th-century records of the German Lutheran 
Church of Philadelphia, Volume 2, baptisms 
1770-1786 
18th-century records of the German Lutheran 
Church of Philadelphia, Volume 3, baptisms 
1787-1800 
18th-century records of the German Lutheran 
Church of Philadelphia, Volume 4, marriages & 
confirmations 
18th-century records of the German Lutheran 
Church of Philadelphia, Volume 5, burials 
Baptisms from church book of the German 
Reformed Church of Philadelphia 
Cemeteries, burial grounds, graves and graveyards 
in Philadelphia area 
Early records of the First Reformed Church of 
Philadelphia Volume I, 1748-1780 

 

Early records of the First Reformed Church of 
Philadelphia Volume II, 1781-1800 
First tax list for the province of Pennsylvania 
Historical directory of Presbyterian churches of 
Greater Philadelphia 
History of Penn Treaty Park 
Landholders in Philadelphia County 1734 
Palmer Cemetery, historic burial grounds of 
Kensington & Fishtown 
Philadelphia County land records 1706-1713 
Philadelphia mayor’s marriage records, 1871-1885, 
Volume II 
Philadelphia on the river 
Philadelphia port of history 1609-1837 
Ships of the 7 seas, Philadelphia shipbuilding in the 
age of industrial capitalism 

SOMERSET 
List of inhabitants in 1783, Somerset County, 
Pennsylvania 
Revolutionary War veterans’ grave register, 
Somerset County, Pennsylvania 

YORK 
1843 history of York County, Pennsylvania 
Biographical history of York County, Pennsylvania 
Early families of York County, Pennsylvania, Volume 
2 
Early German settlers of York County, Pennsylvania 
--Jane Benner, GSP Board Member 
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Medal of Honor Awarded for a          
Cavalryman’s Brave Act 

WILD DASH OF FOUR MEN* 
A Quartet of Fearless Philadelphia Boys 
Attacked Seventy-five of the Enemy and                       

Put Them to Flight 

Michael McKeever, of 1100 Passyunk Avenue, 
received from Secretary of War Alger 
yesterday notification that a Congressional 
medal of honor had been presented to him for 
most distinguished gallantry in action, the 
following being a statement of the particular 
service: 

“At Burnt Ordinary, Va., January 19, 1863, this 
soldier, then a private in Company K, Fifth 
Pennsylvania Cavalry, was one of a small 
scouting party that charged and routed a 
mounted force of the enemy six times their 
number. McKeever led the charge in a most 
gallant manner, going far beyond the call of 
duty.” 

This medal is granted in accordance with the 
general order issued by General Alger, making 
changes in the regulations governing awards of 
medals of honor, the purpose being to place 
additional safeguards around the issue of 
these tokens of the government’s appreciation 
of bravery. 

In support of the application for a medal for Mr. 
McKeever, a number of affidavits from eye-
witnesses were sent to Washington. The one 
that best told the thrilling story of the action 
was from William H. Neide, of 2253 Hutchinson 
Street, this city, who stated that he served as a 
sergeant in Company K, Fifth Regiment, 
Pennsylvania Cavalry, and that he was in the 
fight at Burnt Ordinary, Va., on January 19, 
1863. He was one of the twelve men under 
Lieutenant Vezin, when the enemy was 
encountered at the Junction of the Centreville 
and Diascund roads. There were about 
seventy-five of the enemy’s cavalry. 

“They came out in our front very suddenly,” 
continued Mr. Neide, “and cut off Sergeant 
Anderson and four men, who were our 
advance. The four men were captured by the 
enemy, but Sergeant Anderson escaped 
because he made a detour around the enemy’s 
flank and joined us. This left Lieutenant Vezin 
only twelve men out of the sixteen men he 
started with. Lieutenant Vezin gave the order to 
charge sabers, and just as we started on the 
charge the enemy poured a volley into us. We 
never stopped, but went right at them. They 

were from about 200 to 300 yards in front of 
us, and we dashed at them with our sabres.  
The charge was led by our first four men, who 
were Michael McKeever, Mark [Marcus] 
Hutchinson, Charles Wigmore and Peter 
O’Hara. These men gallantly dashed into the 
enemy and cut their line in two, one part of 
them going on the Diascund road and the other 
on the Centerville road. 

“It was the larger party that our leaders 
followed, and we, of course followed after 
them. Here a running fight took place, and the 
result was that our advance recaptured three of 
our men, who had been captured by the 
enemy, and four of the enemy’s men were 
captured. 

Exciting running fight 
“In this fight Corporal Hutchinson, Wigmore, 
O’Hara and McKeever were well in advance, 
and I am sure they followed the enemy from 
two and a half to three miles. It was a very 
exciting running fight on this Diascund road. I 
was the Lieutenant Vezin and was with the last 
four men. Of course, as we charged we 
became mixed up, but I was an eye-witness of 
all that took place, and my memory is still very 
excellent. 

“That fight was as gallant an engagement as 
ever took place in the entire war, and I candidly 
say that Michael McKeever was a good, brave 
man, deserving of recognition by the Secretary 
of War for his action in this and in many other 
fights. 

“In this particular fight he led every man of us, 
and everybody who was there will admit that 
the four men were far in advance of Lieutenant 
Vezin and the rest of us – I would say from 200 
to 300 yards. McKeever was a good ways 
ahead of the four men. Whenever the condition 
of the country would permit us to do so we all 
of us could see that he was still leading in the 
charge. 

“Lieutenant Vezin and about eight men, of 
whom I was one, all stopped just about where 
John Brown, one of our men, lay wounded by 
being shot in the side. We could hear the firing 
away down the road, where McKeever, 
Hutchinson, Wigmore and O’Hara had gone, 
until they got so far away we could not hear it, 
and we began to think, they were captured. 

Comrades rescued 
“Our men, who were captured, were 
recaptured by McKeever and comrades and 
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sent back to us. I want to be understood as 
saying that we all did our share. No man 
faltered, but Michael McKeever and his three 
comrades did more than any of us. If it had not 
been for them we would not have recaptured 
any of our men except John Brown, who lay 
wounded on the ground as we came up, nor 
would we have captured any of the enemy but 
for these four men. They were all good men, 
but McKeever led all of us from the first to the 
last of the fight.” 

The medals of honor granted by the 
government are comparatively few, only about 
800 having been issued in a total enlistment of 
over 2,000,000 soldiers. The medal granted to 
McKeever is the only one in a regiment in 
which the total enlistments during the war were 
2200. 

The McKeever family was indeed a patriotic 
one. There were four brothers. Of these the 
oldest, Lieutenant John J. McKeever of 
Company A, Twenty-ninth Regiment, 
Pennsylvania Volunteers, was killed at 
Gettysburg on July 3, 1863. Corporal Edwin 
[Edward]  McKeever, Company K, Fifth 
Pennsylvania Cavalry, was a prisoner of war 
for a long period in the frightful Andersonville 
prison. The third, James McKeever, of 
Company L, One Hundred and Twelfth 
Regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteers, died as a 
prisoner of war. 

Michael McKeever, who was made a sergeant, 
was only 21 years old at the time. He is now 
secretary of the Fifth Pennsylvania Association, 
of this city, whose reunions at Industrial Hall 
are a feature of every Washington’s Birthday.  
The four who made the charge, which they 
proudly declared beat the famous charge of the 
six hundred, were boys from Philadelphia, and 
McKeever says that they all deserved the 
medal. Corporal Hutchinson died at 
Andersonville Prison. Wigmore was found 
dead in a New Jersey town a few years ago 
and was buried here, and O’Hara is an inmate 
of the Soldier’s Home, at Hampton Roads. 

*Originally published in the Philadelphia 
Inquirer, July 31, 1897. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
The Congressional Medal of Honor was 
awarded to Michael McKeever on 2 August 
1897. Michael McKeever operated a wholesale 
liquor business in Philadelphia with his twin 
brother Edward and he died in December 
1916. He is buried in Holy Sepulchre 
Cemetery. Edward was taken prisoner at the 
Battle of Stony Creek, VA in June 1864 and 
survived Andersonville Prison (Georgia). He 
died in February 1914 in Philadelphia. 

Marcus Hutchinson was taken prisoner at the 
Battle of Stony Creek, VA in June 1864. He 
died in November 1864 at Florence Stockade 
(South Carolina) after being transferred there 
from Andersonville Prison (Georgia). Marcus is 
buried in an unmarked grave at the Florence 
Stockade. 

Charles Wigmore operated a grocery store at 
the intersection of Juniper & Morris streets in 
Philadelphia after the Civil War. He died in 
June 1894 in Palmyra, NJ after taking the ferry 
to visit his brother. He is buried in New 
Cathedral Cemetery. 

Peter O’Hara survived two enlistments in the 
cavalry and served until the end of the Civil 
War. He died in September 1915 at the 
National Soldier’s Home, Hampton, VA and is 
buried in the Hampton National Cemetery. His 
cavalry sword was handed down to his great-
great grand-nephew Shaun M. O’Hara. After 
over 25 years researching the O’Hara family 
who settled in Philadelphia in the mid 1800s, 
he also found living members of the McKeever, 
Wigmore, and Hutchinson families to share the 
long-lost stories these men and their 
courageous service in Company K 5 PA 
Cavalry.—Submitted by Shaun M. O’Hara 
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FROM OUR READERS 

We love hearing from you. If you have feedback on something you’ve seen in our newsletter, please let us 
know.  

Hello, my name is Steve Hollands. I have been a member of GSP for a number of years and a 
participant in the First Families program. And I wish to say that I found your president's letter in 
the October newsletter of particular interest because in researching my Tioga County ancestors, 
I have found genealogical information for them such as marriage, death, and census records for 
them in such NY counties such as Chemung and Steuben, and in a number cases it is not 
unheard to find family members back across the border after a generation or too. So, I would 
recommend that if you are researching ancestors from counties in the northern tier of PA, you 
might want check records for countries in southern tier of NY, especially if you have evidence 
that they had parents or grandparents from that area. Again, thank you writing such an 
important and useful article.  

Sincerely yours,  
Steve Hollands 

======================================================================== 

Pennsylvania Ancestor Queries 

♣ Seeking information on the origins of John Witherow, who died 22 Jan 1861 in 
Cook Township, Westmoreland County, Pa., and was buried in Pleasant Grove 
Presbyterian Cemetery.  

♣ Seeking information on Samuel Irwin and Nancy K. Smith, who were the parents 
of Mary Jane Irwin of Westmoreland County, Pa. Mary Jane Irwin was born in 
Ligonier on 28 June 1840 and died in Irwin on 25 April 1920. 

Queries regarding Pennsylvania ancestors may be submitted to editor@genpa.org for 
inclusion in the Pennsylvania Queries section of the GSP Newsletter. Queries should be 
brief, specifying an individual or family, origin of same, and PA residence if known with 
actual or approximate dates for vital information.  

Send responses to these queries to editor@genpa.org and they will be forwarded to the 
contributor. 
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National Genealogical Society  
Invites Nominations  

for its 2021 Awards & Competitions 

FALLS CHURCH, Va, 19 October 2020—The National Genealogical Society (NGS) 
invites individuals, societies, and organizations to participate in its 2021 Awards 
and Competitions program. NGS annually recognizes excellence in the field of 
genealogy. This year it has expanded its program to reflect its merger with the 

Federation of Genealogical Societies.   
The deadline for submission of nominations is 15 December 2020.
 The NGS Awards program recognizes scholarship, service, excellence, and 

achievement in the fields of genealogy, history, and biography by presenting 
awards to individuals, societies, and organizations. The Society’s competitions 

challenge individuals and societies! 
“We encourage you to nominate an organization or an individual you work with, 

research with, or admire for an award.  We hope you will also consider 
participating in one of our competitions,” said Janet L. Bailey, chair of the awards 

committee. “There are so many outstanding individuals, societies, and 
organizations that deserve national recognition. We hope their peers will consider 

nominating them before December 15.” 

Founded in 1903, the National Genealogical Society is dedicated to genealogical education, 
exemplary standards of research, and the preservation of genealogical records. The Arlington, 
Virginia-based nonprofit is the premier national society for everyone, from the beginner to the 
most advanced family historian seeking excellence in publications, educational offerings, and 
guidance in research. It also offers many opportunities to interact with other genealogists. On 1 
October 2020, NGS and the Federation of Genealogical Societies merged, making support for 
genealogy societies, family history associations, and other organizations an important part of 
the NGS mission. We welcome your organization to the new NGS.  

https://ngsgenealogy.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dd9593574a6f2266d7ae0d25b&id=02637ecd1f&e=10ed827769%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://ngsgenealogy.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dd9593574a6f2266d7ae0d25b&id=02637ecd1f&e=10ed827769%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://ngsgenealogy.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dd9593574a6f2266d7ae0d25b&id=85bf35e1d1&e=10ed827769%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://ngsgenealogy.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dd9593574a6f2266d7ae0d25b&id=eb4da76103&e=10ed827769%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://ngsgenealogy.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dd9593574a6f2266d7ae0d25b&id=17d8bb512a&e=10ed827769%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://ngsgenealogy.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dd9593574a6f2266d7ae0d25b&id=02637ecd1f&e=10ed827769%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://ngsgenealogy.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dd9593574a6f2266d7ae0d25b&id=02637ecd1f&e=10ed827769%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://ngsgenealogy.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dd9593574a6f2266d7ae0d25b&id=85bf35e1d1&e=10ed827769%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://ngsgenealogy.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dd9593574a6f2266d7ae0d25b&id=eb4da76103&e=10ed827769%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://ngsgenealogy.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dd9593574a6f2266d7ae0d25b&id=17d8bb512a&e=10ed827769%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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GSP	Execu=ve	Board	
President:	Nancy	Janyszeski			

1st	Vice-President:	Nancy	C	Nelson		
2nd	Vice-President:	Jane	Benner		

Secretary:	Angie	Indik	~	Treasurer:	Frank	Straup	

GSP	Board	of	Directors	
Doug	Mondel	~	Norman	Douglas	Nicol,	PhD		
Valerie-Anne	Lutz	~	Tina	Lamb	~	Joseph	Roby				

Mary	Phalan	~	Kathryn	Donahue	

=========================================================================================
     

 VOLUNTEERS:	GSP	has	a	number	of	volunteer	opportuniBes	at	home,	in	the	office,	or	on	locaBon.	If	you’re								
interested	in	helping,	e-mail	us	at	info@genpa.org	or	editor@genpa.org. 

					GSP	RESEARCH:	GSP	does	not	offer	phone	consultaBons.	We	require	that	all	research	requests	be	in	wriBng.	
Request	Form	–	PDF	Document	

Check	the	Research	page	on	our	website	for	addiBonal	informaBon.	hSps://genpa.org/research.	
E-mail	research	requests	to	info@genpa.org.	

				The	GSP	Pennsylvania	Resource	Guides	can	help	answer	where	to	find	great	Pennsylvania	research	sources:		
hSps://genpa.org/public-collecBons/pennsylvania-resources.		
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