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Update about GSP
Although our office is not yet
open to visitors, staff is here
on Monday, Tuesday, and
Thursday from 10 am to 3 pm
and can respond to your
phone calls to 267.686.2296
or emails to info@genpa.org.
Our website is open 24/7 at
genpa.org.

MESSAGE FROM GSP’S PRESIDENT
To leave it all behind is a gi0. This 2me last
year, March 2020, GSP was in the ﬁnal
planning of the Annual Ulster Event. Sold-out
2cket sales, handouts were packaged, and
the Ulster Historical Founda2on (UHF) was
on their US tour. Then, the 2020 GSP Ulster
event was cancelled at midnight as a result of
the governor’s order for shutdown, and the
members from the founda2on were able to return to Ireland
before the airport was locked down.
Here we are a year later, March 2021. Plans are in the works
with the UHF for a virtual event in the near future. The UHF is
oﬀering diﬀerent op2ons, and we are excited to see how the
new format progresses.
I hope that it will not be another year before we can socialize.
The GSP research library has almost doubled in size, and we
are looking forward to opening the doors to our members and
visitors.
On a personal note, I am stepping down from the GSP board.
The last ten years have been exci2ng, rewarding, and fulﬁlling
and a learning experience. A special thank-you to Jane Benner,
Frank Straup, Angie Indik, Nancy Nelson, Valerie Lutz, and the
GSP volunteers.
--Nancy Janyszeski, President
The GSP newsletters can be printed for those who
like a print publication.
See GSP Store for publications and specials.
Previous newsletters.
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NEWS AND UPDATES
Registra3on Dates
Registra3on is now open for NGS Live! May 19-20
Na2onal Genealogical Society 2021 Family History Conference Is Virtual
Early-Bird Discount on registra2ons before March 15.

Randy Majors of randymajors.org Research Hub has released video walkthroughs of his
so0ware Tools, Historical U.S. Coun2es Map Tool and Auto-Checker Extension.
The Irish Government has released an addi2onal year of genealogy records, including birth
records from 1920, marriage records from 1945, and death records from 1970.
irishgenealogy.ie
FamilySearch has launched a new homepage for the Family History Library in Salt Lake City.
New collec2ons on FamilySearch.org
• Pennsylvania, Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Births and Bap2sms, 1520-1999
• Pennsylvania, Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Congrega2onal Records, 1620-1991
• Pennsylvania, Historical Society of Pennsylvania, World War II Casualty Cards, 1933-1947
What’s New at MyHeritage?
First set of updates to Gene2c Groups: A Timeline Widget that allows you to follow the
migra2on paeern of a Gene2c Group over 2me — and a more detailed, beeer organized Top
Places sec2on, where you can see where members of a Gene2c Group have lived during a
given 2me period.
Also new - a Color Restora2on Tool, which restores the color faded color photographs, and
Photo Storyteller™, which allows you to record the stories behind your favorite family photos
and aeach them to the photos.
Newly released records: United States, Border Crossings from Canada 1895-1956
Findmypast has added new Irish family history records
• Ireland, Londonderry (Derry) City Cemetery Burials 1853-1961, 70,000 burial transcripts
• Ireland, Dublin City Cemetery Burials, 1805-2006, St. John the Bap2st, Drimnagh (Bluebell),
St. Canice’s.
• Dorset Burials, 29,000 burial records, Melcombe Regis, 1570-1922; Weymouth, 1887-1992;
Wyde Regis 1877-1992.
• Westminster & Pimlico News covering 1887-1949
• Stapleford & Sandiacre News covering 1919-1984
• Bromsgrove Gleaner covering 1854-1857
LDSGenealogy.com has announced a major update to its online U.S Newspaper lis2ngs
Free e-book for da3ng old photographs, “Da@ng Old Photographs: Short Guide.”
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MARCH ZOOM EVENTS
The Philadelphia Indenture Book – A Resource for Social History and Family History, presented
by Valerie-Ann Lutz and Kyle Roberts
Thursday, March 4 1:00 p.m. EST. Zoom registra2on (free)
Hosted by the American Philosophical Society. Learn more
(See ar2cle, “The Philadelphia Indenture Book, 1771-1773: Accessing the Dataset and Images of
Original Pages in the American Philosophical Society Digital Library,” in this newsleeer on page
19.)
The Pennsylvania State Archives Moves Into the Future
presented by David Carmichael, State Archivist of Pennsylvania
Sunday, March 7 at 2:30 p.m. EST, Zoom Registra2on (free)
Hosted by the South Central Pennsylvania Genealogical Society. Learn more
24-Hour Genealogy Webinar Marathon, hosted by Legacy Family Tree Webinars
Visit www.FamilyTreeWebinars.com/24 to register (free). Recordings of the webinar sessions will
be free for one week.
The Importance of Family History WriBng, presented by Rich Watson and Sue Ennis
Monday, March 15 from 7:00-9:00 p.m. EST, North Hills Genealogists, Zoom Registra2on (free)
Spring Genealogy Conference with Dr. Michael Lacopo, DVM
Saturday, March 20 from 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. EST, North Hill Genealogists, Learn more ($40)

REGISTRATION LINK
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FIRST FAMILIES CORNER
The Name Is Different
Last month we discussed the problems a
researcher might have when discovering two
people with the same name and nearly the
same age. Some2mes you have the opposite
problem: one person uses diﬀerent names at
diﬀerent 2mes in his life.
Some2mes a nickname doesn’t lead you to the
full name that you are expec2ng. Jack Smith
could be John Smith, or he could be Andrew
Jackson Smith. Jeﬀ is Thomas Jeﬀerson Jones,
or maybe Jeﬀerson Davis Jones. A distant
cousin of my mother has a tombstone
engraved “SON” with the ﬁrst name Frank. The
1920 census calls him Benjamin F. Of course,
those same men will go by just their ini2als
when you least expect that to happen.
In the American South it is very common for
people to go by their middle names. Gregory
Mark Smith might go all of his life being called
Mark. You wonder why his parents didn’t just
name him Mark Gregory.
Don’t forget that some people are actually
named Jack, or Jeﬀ, or Beey. My daughter’s
oﬃcial name is Jennie. She grew up
surrounded by girls named Jennifer.
Some2mes she would introduce herself as
“Just Jennie”.
Some names seem to be just doomed to be
misspelled. Lewis Stephens, for example:
straighrorward names when you say them
aloud, but how o0en do you suppose he
becomes Louis Stevens, or some other
combina2on of those names?
Before the days of Social Security numbers,
drivers licenses and photo ids, it was easy for
people to change the spelling of their names,
or to just take on a new name if their own ﬁrst
or last name was causing them trouble.
Dickson became Dixon. Hlubik became Lubik.
My Uncle Bob once told me that he had
worked with a man whose name was Lazlo
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Dan. The man got so 2red of people being
confused that he actually changed his name –
whether oﬃcially or not, I don’t know – to Dan
Lazlo. Imagine if he were your ancestor!
Immigrants from Greece, Russia, China, Japan
and other countries have to suddenly re-create
their names using our 26-leeer alphabet.
Some2mes various members of one family
choose – or are assigned – diﬀerent spellings.
Conversely, as families move away from home,
they some2mes change the pronuncia2on of
their names to match the spelling. O0en
census takers and county clerks had to take
their best guess when dealing with people
who were illiterate, or whose accents were
unfamiliar. Some of them got downright
poe2c. I was researching a family named
Salter. They appeared in the 1860 and 1880
census, in the same county, but didn’t pop up
in 1870. Finally I located a neighbor who was
there in both of those census, and also in
1870. Browsing in the loca2on of the neighbor
in 1870 I found the family, listed as Psalter.
Monmouth County, NJ has two dis2nct
families: Imlay and Emley. Dis2nct, that is, un2l
someone decides to “correct” the spelling.
Emleys Hill and Imlaystown are both in Upper
Freehold Township.
How o0en do you hear someone say “They are
not related to us. Their name only has one S”.
Remember, when you are searching for
ancestors in the census, in court records, even
in newspaper accounts, the name as it appears
was not actually wrieen by your ancestor. Be
crea2ve in your search, and don’t ignore those
who only have one S.
—Nancy Cassada Nelson, GSP Board Member
& First Families Chair
To learn more about First Families and how to
apply, visit heps://genpa.org/ﬁrsramilies-ofpennsylvania/
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COUNTY SPOTLIGHT: ELK
Pennsylvania became a state 12 December 1787. There are 67
coun2es and 2561 municipali2es. Elk County was formed on 18
April 1843 from parts of Jeﬀerson, McKean and Clearﬁeld
Coun2es. The county seat is Ridgway.
Prominent People: Joanna Shields, Chuck Daly, Domenico
Monardo, Amy Lynn Rudolph, Joe Beimel, Gerald J. Campbell,
Dan Conners, Edward C. Meyer, John Schlimm, Amy Elizabeth
Lease, Emil Van Horn
Microﬁlm copies of county records along with the tools to help research county records are available at
the Pennsylvania State Archives - PHMC > Archives > Research Online > Research Guides > County and
Municipal Records (under Genealogy)
Finding Family and Historical Records in Elk County
I. Elk County Register and Recorder: hep://www.co.elk.pa.us/index.php/register-recorder-homepage
II. Elk County Prothonotary and Clerk of Courts: heps://www.co.elk.pa.us/index.php/prothonotary
III. Family Search Wiki on Elk County: heps://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/
Elk_County,_Pennsylvania_Genealogy
IV. Elk County Historical Society: hep://www.elkcountyhistoricalsociety.org/
V. Find A Grave Elk County Cemetery List: heps://www.ﬁndagrave.com/cemetery/search?
loca2onId=county_2264&page=1#loc-city_115167
VI. Map of Elk County (1855):heps://www.loc.gov/item/2012592174/
VII. Genealogical and Personal History of Northern Pennsylvania by John Woolf Jordan (1913): heps://
www.google.com/books/edi2on/Genealogical_and_Personal_History_of_Nor
VIII. History of the Coun@es McKean, Elk and Forest, Pennsylvania by M.A. Leeson, J.H. Beers & Co (1890):
heps://www.google.com/books/edi2on/History_of_the_Coun2es_of_McKean_Elk
IX. History of the Coun@es McKean, Elk, Cameron and PoNer, Pennsylvania (1890) by Michael Leeson
(1890): heps://www.google.com/books/edi2on/History_of_the_Coun2es_of_McKean_Elk_Ca/
X. Pennsylvania Resource Guides: heps://genpa.org/public-%20collec2ons/pennsylvania-%20resources/
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Some Resources for Researching Irish Ancestry
Na3onal Archives of Ireland
PRONI-Public Records of Northern
Ireland
Na3onal Library of Ireland
• Family History - Ge}ng
Started (PDF)
• Property Records
• Catholic Parish Registers
• Links
Linden Hall Library – Northern Ireland
Ulster Historical Founda3on
• Ancestral Research Guide
• Irish History and Genealogy Timeline
• Parish Maps
• Partner Links
The Irish Times
Cultural Heritage Page
Irish Genealogy Toolkit
• Griﬃth’s Valua2on
• Irish Family Tree Research Socie2es

Roots Ireland
Search by County
JohnGrenham.com
Irish Ancestors
Library Ireland
• The Scotch-Irish in America
• The Scotch-Irish in Western
Pennsylvania
American Irish Historical Society
Library
Irish Emigra3on Database
Compiled from Ship’s Passenger
Manifests,
New York Ports 1846-1890 Boston,
New Orleans and Philadelphia, Famine
years only, 1846-1851
GENUKI
Ireland
Irish Genealogy.ie
Search Online Records

Pennsylvania-Related Publica3ons
• Clark, Dennis. 1973. The Irish in Philadelphia: the genera@ons of urban experience. Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania: Temple University
• Ernsberger, Don 2004 (2 Vols.). Paddy Owen’s Regulars: A History of the 69th Pennsylvania “Irish
Volunteers”
• Ernsberger, Don 2006. At the Wall: The 69th Pennsylvania at GeNysburg
• Gallman, J. Maehew. 2000. Receiving Erin’s Children: Philadelphia, Liverpool, and the Irish Famine
Migra@on 1845-1855. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press.
• Gilmore, Peter. 2018. Irish Presbyterians and the shaping of Western Pennsylvania, 1770-1830.
• Hand, Harold 2000. One Good Regiment: The Thirteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry (117th Pennsylvania
Volunteer Regiment) 1861-1865
• McDermoe, Anthony W. 1889. A Brief History of the 69th Regiment Pennsylvania Veteran Volunteers
• Myers, Albert Cook. 2018. Immigra@on of the Irish Quakers into Pennsylvania, 1682-1750: with their
early history in Ireland.
• Murphy, T.L. 1997. Kelly’s Heroes: The Irish Brigade at GeNysburg.
• Ridner, Judith. 2018. The Scots Irish of Early Pennsylvania: A Varied People. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania:
Temple University. (Amazon, “Look Inside”)
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Exploring Irish Record Collec3ons in Familiar Databases
Familysearch Wiki is a great place to start. The Ireland Genealogy page provides informa2on on
Ireland, Irish records, and strategies for Irish research, plus links to an addi2on full page of
informa2on on each of these Irish genealogy record types.
Cemeteries
Census
Church Directories
Church Records
Civil Registra2on
Court Records
Directories
Emigra2on & Immigra2on
Genealogies
Ireland Jewish Records
Heraldry
Land & Property
Military Records

Naturaliza2on & Ci2zenship
Newspapers
Nobility
Occupa2ons
Online Records
Periodicals
Poorhouses, Poor Law, Etc.
Probate Records
Record Loss
Religious Records
School Records
Taxa2on
Websites

FamilySearch Irish Record Collec3ons
Ireland – 21 Collec2ons
Northern Ireland, Tithe Applotment Books, 1822-1837

Ancestry provides the following pages on Irish research, which can be accessed by registering
for a free account, no subscrip2on fee required.
Ireland
List of Collec2ons, 13 can be accessed with a free account.
Northern Ireland
List of Collec2ons, can be accessed with a free account.
MyHeritage
Ireland – 110 Collec2ons, 4 can be accessed with a free account.
In the past, MyHeritage has provided free access to its Irish collec2ons for one week in March,
in celebra2on of St. Patrick’s Day. Watch the MyHeritageblog for possible free access in 2021.
Findmypast
Findmypast adver2ses “twice the Irish Records of any other site.”
Irish Records are grouped as “Other Britain and Ireland Records.”
Note: Findmypast is currently providing free access to “Ireland Catholic Parish Registers, 1655-1915”
with a free account.
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My Very Irish Ancestor – He Had Two Names?
My last name is Summers. However, our ancestors spelled it Sommers. Dad changed it when he enlisted
in the Army. Earlier, he signed his social security applica2on with an “o” not a “u”. His father spelled it
John Sommers. His father was John Sommers as well. Or was it William Keefe? You see, my Irish greatgrandfather had an alias; he had two names. Why? And how did I learn of his alias?
My Irish Ancestor: The Scenario
Nothing else provides the pleasure of playing detec2ve as researching the family tree! I began the
journey in the 1980s. It didn’t take long for me to “locate” my father’s father’s father, an Irish ancestor.
He was born in Fall River, Massachusees on
the 29 August 1851. He was the son of
Maurice and Mary O. Sommers.1
Maurice, my ﬁrst-known Irish ancestor was
born in County Limerick, Ireland, as was
Mary.2 He migrated some2me before his
intended wife, who arrived in 1849. Michael
was the ﬁrst-born, quickly followed by John.
The family did not remain in Massachusees
long. In 1860 and 1870, they are found in
the Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania census.3
The First Surprise
The family was all together in 1860 and
1870. But they were ripped apart in 1880.
Maurice was once again in Schuylkill County.
His wife had probably died, along with one
or two of his children. The oldest married
and moved away. One or two had moved to Luzerne, including the one we are
focusing on, John. Formerly, and now in Luzerne County, John was employed in
the coal mines.
Why was Maurice, age 52, le0 to his own devices? Was it by choice? Was it
because his family didn’t want to be around him? Maybe it was for economic
reasons? The fact that they were not together will prove relevant to our
conclusions.
The Second Surprise
I had learned much but, I wanted to know when my Irish ancestor John died,
and what were the circumstances surrounding it. They proved to be shocking
indeed. They included my second surprise, a very large surprise from the
Wilkes-Barre Record of Friday, 24 Jul 1885, page 1…4
DROWNED IN THE RIVER.
A Capsizing Boat at Plymouth Causes the Death of Two Men.
A sad drowning accident happened at Plymouth last evening by which two men
lost their lives and two families were le0 in en2re des2tu2on.
The facts of the case as learned by telephone are about as follows:
GSP Newsletter - March 2021
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About six o’clock a party of four men, all somewhat under the inﬂuence of liquor, started to row across the
river from a point just above the steamboat landing. They had with them a keg of beer and it is presumed
were going to have a liele picnic of their own on the other side. All four resided in Plymouth. Their names
were William Sanders, aged about 40, married with three sons: John Summers, aged about 34, married with
four children: Brave Hanlon, aged 22, single and a man that goes by the name of Megdec, also unmarried.
How it happened is not known but when the boat was about halfway across it was seen to capsize and the
men were plunged into the water. There were only a few persons on the bank, but the alarm was at once
raised. The struggles of the drowning men could be plainly seen from the banks, and their agonized cries for
help were born loudly to the shore. Several boats were at once put out to their assistance, but before help
could reach them Sanders and Summers had sunk to rise no more. Hanlon and Megdec were good
swimmers and managed to reach the shore in safety.
Sanders’ body was recovered at once, but it was two hours before the body of Summers was recovered. It
had gone to the boeom but was raised by the wash of a passing steamer. Sanders was a carpenter by trade,
while Summers worked as a laborer in the Washington colliery. The Coroner was no2ﬁed by telephone, and
gave permission for the bodies to be taken to their homes in the lower part of town. He will go down and
hold an inquest to-day.

Another account states that the names of the drowned were
William Sanders and William Keefe, instead of John Summers as
given above.”
My poor ancestor died at the tender age of 33, less than 5 years
a0er the birth of my grandfather. Another example of how my
family tree was nearly chopped down before I was born.
But it was the last sentence in the ar2cle that piqued my curiosity.
One account listed my deceased great-grandfather as William
Keefe, not John Summers! He had two names, one an alias. Was it
simply a name made out of thin air, or was there at least some
basis for that name? Further, why did he even have an alias?
The Source of the Alias
Recall the introductory paragraphs of this ar2cle. Maurice Sommers was the husband of Mary O. But
Mary O. what? Mary O’Keefe. Apparently John used his mother’s maiden
name as his last name, with the added precau2on of changing his given
name as well. But why take an alias at all?
The Reason for the Alias
Detec2ves hate pursuing a trail only to reach a dead end. And, to some
degree, my search reached a dead end. But the mind won’t accept that. I
wracked my brains un2l I arrived at a list of three possibili2es. Here they
are:
1. Miners were inherently poor. He may have adopted an alias to evade bill
collectors.
2. The disbanding of the family may have been out of necessity, but the fact
that the father was lef on his own could suggest the father was no longer
loved by his family. John may have used his alias to demonstrate this fact.
GSP Newsletter - March 2021
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The ﬁrst reason is perhaps the probable one. The second reason is not so sa2sfying. John could have
changed his children’s names to Keefe as well, but he did not. In 2mes past there was no s2gma to such
a change, as is obvious from my father’s changing our name to Summers.
But I men2oned three possibili2es. What is the third?
3. John, as a coal miner in the mid-1800s could have, one way or another, been concerned about
involvement with or avoidance of the Molly Maguires.5
The Molly Maguire men, a “secret” society,
exerted inﬂuence over the anthracite coal
miners of Pennsylvania, speciﬁcally the
regions where John lived, during the 2me
when he was employed. Quite a few of
them were caught and hung. This possible
explana2on is unlikely to be the correct one.
But it certainly is an intriguing no2on.
Finally, I had a crazy no2on come to me –
just now – as I wrote this ar2cle…Could the
two men who survived the drowning
incident that led to the deaths of the other
two, including my Irish great-grandfather,
have been assigned to “do away” with
them? Hmm. Maybe I watch too many
murder mysteries.
1. "Massachusees Births, 1841-1915," database with images, FamilySearch (heps://familysearch.org/ark:/
61903/3:1:S3HY-6PM9-T6K : 7 Feb 2020), 004285085 > image 413 of 1133; Massachusees Archives, Boston.
2. Some2mes listed as Morris, probably due to census transcribers, who were notoriously poor spellers.
3. 1860 U.S. Census, Schuylkill Co., Pa., pop. sch. Paeerson Schuylkill Twp. , p. 136, dwelling 1077, family 1026, Morris Summers,
NARA microﬁlm M653. 1870 U.S. Census Schuylkill Co., Pa., pop. sch. Schuylkill Twp. North, p. 8, dwelling 15, family 49, Maurice
Somers, NARA microﬁlm M593, roll 1448. 1880 U.S. Census, Schuylkill Co., Pa., pop. sch. Schuylkill Twp. , p. 11, dwelling 104,
line 25, Morris Summers, NARA microﬁlm T9, roll 1193.
4. “Drowned in the River,” Wilkes-Barre Record (Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania), Friday, 24 Jul 1885, p. 1. Obtained from
professional genealogist, Norman Douglas Nicol, PhD.
5. For an excellent, concise history of the Molly Maguires, see this Penn State ar2cle.

“My Very Irish Ancestor – He Had Two Names?” was originally published on QuirkyScience.com, 7 March
2020 and is republished here with the author’s permission. Vincent E. Summers is a re2red chemist who
was associated with the Na2onal Radio Astronomy Observatory for twenty-three years, had a small role
in NASA’s Voyager 2 project, and eventually became a freelance writer.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Dennis and Catharine (Burns) McGuire:
Emigrants from Ireland to the Pennsylvania Coal Region
By Valerie Lutz, GSP Board Member

My interest in family history grew from my
grandmother’s story of our Irish ancestors
from the Pennsylvania coal region. At my
grandmother’s kitchen table, I became
cap2vated by the story of her grandmother
(whom she never knew), who brought her
children from Ashland, PA to Philadelphia
around the turn of the century a0er her
husband died of “black lung,” or miners’
asthma, because she didn’t want her sons to
work in the mines.
I wanted to know more about these people
and where they had lived in the coal region
and in Ireland, but my grandmother said that I
probably wouldn’t ﬁnd much, as “they didn’t
have anything,” meaning no money, property,
or papers. Fortunately, I did have some
informa2on to begin with. My grandmother
knew her mother’s maiden name, her
maternal grandmother’s maiden name, the
names of most of her mother’s siblings, where
they lived near Ashland and Girardville, PA.
She also thought that they might have been
from Donegal. I had no idea of where to search
for more. This was, of course, long before the
internet was available.
In 1996 I got my ﬁrst computer and learned
through online searches about how and where
to begin. Star2ng with what I knew, I looked
for families that might be my greatgrandmother’s. I posted a couple of
embarrassingly uninformed queries and was
told to do my own research by a couple of
people.
I researched local histories, city directories,
and newspapers at Temple University, census
records at the Na2onal Archives and the
Historical Society of Pennsylvania, and books
of Schuylkill County records at the
Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania. I also
bought several books of cemetery records and
death records. In early 1997, I began working
at the Philadelphia City Archives, which had
birth and death records and naturaliza2ons,
GSP Newsletter - March 2021

among other records. The then-new Cyndi’s
List and USGenWeb pages were also a great
help, along with Schuylkill County historians,
including the late Howard Crown (who also
met me at a local library to give me copies of
cemetery and funeral home records), Tom
Dempsey, and Hugh Doyle.
At Temple’s library, I found a city directory
entry for my 2nd great-grandmother at a
known family address with other family
members. A0er combing through many death
cer2ﬁcates at the Philadelphia City Archives, I
found one with parents who matched the
census records that I had for the family.
Unfortunately, none of the churches around
Cass Township, where they lived in 1850, had a
bap2smal record for her. A0er I learned that
St. Patrick’s in Poesville sent priests to the
mine patches to bap2ze children, I requested a
bap2smal record. I was thrilled to receive a
transcript of a bap2smal record for Margaret
and her twin brother Patrick, with parents
listed as Dennis McGuire and Catharine Burns.
This supported the census record I’d already
found, with Dennis and Catharine McGuire
and children that included twins Margaret and
Patrick.1 But how did I know that this was
actually "our" Margaret and the right family?
I was lucky, as a family member was going
through some documents and found an old
cemetery deed for the plot in which this
Margaret was buried. I followed up with
research on all of the siblings. The death
record for Margaret’s twin brother Patrick
men2oned that he had fallen into a mine
breach. Census records and funeral home
records conﬁrmed their mother’s married
name and birthplace.
A cousin and I later visited the cemetery
where Dennis and Catharine were buried and
located the gravestone with the help of a book
of published transcrip2ons. Part of the stone
was buried, so we dug it out a bit to beeer
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read the inscrip2on, which conﬁrmed it had
been erected by their daughter.
All of these records helped to build the case
that the McGuire family in the 1850 census
was likely the same family men2oned in the
records that I’d found and was later conﬁrmed
by DNA matches to descendants of these
families. I began piecing together bits of
informa2on and was able to ﬁnd much more.
Dennis and Catharine (Burns) McGuire were
born in Ireland and probably lived in or near
the parish of Kilcar, Donegal. Their daughter
Rosanna’s gravestone includes the inscrip2on
“Na2ve of Donegal, Parish of Kil__ (remainder
of word obscured) and their descendants
share DNA matches with descendants of other
families who lived in southern Donegal.
A surname distribu2on study based on
Griﬃth’s Valua2on for Donegal (1857, about
15 years a0er the McGuires emigrated)
showed that the most likely loca2on in
Donegal to ﬁnd Byrne/Burns and McGuire
families in close proximity was the townland of
Tawny in the parish of Kilcar.2 Griﬃth’s shows
many Byrne families (Byrne is the more
common version of the name Burns in
Donegal) and McGuire/Maguire families in
Donegal in 1857, about 15 years a0er the
McGuires emigrated. Byrne families are much
more numerous than McGuire families in the
area. Dennis McGuire’s family might have
originated in nearby Fermanagh, the historic
home of the Maguire/McGuire families.
The family emigrated from Ireland to the
Pennsylvania coal region before the 1845 Irish
potato famine, during a 2me when many Irish
men were seeking work opportuni2es in the
rapidly growing coal industry. Opportuni2es
for women were fewer during this 2me; most
arrived in Pennsylvania as wives, daughters, or
mothers of men who worked in the mines. No
passenger lists have been found for the family
as a whole, but they might have emigrated as
individuals and/or as a family through Canada.
Passage to Canada was less expensive and did
not result in passenger lists, as both Ireland
and Canada were part of the United Kingdom
at the 2me.
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Dennis and Catharine and their children
seeled in the area around Poesville and
Minersville in Schuylkill County, along with
many other Irish immigrants. Dennis worked
as a laborer, possibly at Wolf Creek Colliery,
owned and operated by Gideon Bast.3 In 1846,
the family moved to Port Carbon, and by 1850,
the family consisted of Dennis, Catharine,
Rosanna (Rose) (14), son Condy (Cornelius)
(12), twins Patrick and Margaret (6), daughter
Catharine (3), and son Michael (1).4 In 1860,
the McGuire family had moved to Gordon,
Butler Township, probably a0er the extension
of the Mine Hill Railroad to Ashland in 1854
and the ﬁrst shipment of coal from the area in
1856.5 New addi2ons to the family were
daughter Sarah, and son Dominick. Young
Michael had not survived.6
A year later, the Civil War began, and Condy
enlisted in the U.S. Army during the ﬁrst year
of the war, from April through July 1861, in the
7th Cavalry, Company E. He mustered in
Company F in October 1861, and re-enlisted as
a veteran in October 1863. Dennis, by then in
his early 50s, earned his living in retail liquor
sales, a common occupa2on of older miners
and laborers aging out of hard mining labor.
Within a few years he passed away, probably
between April and May 1865. Sadly, Dennis
just missed his oldest son’s return from the
war, when Condy mustered out of the service
a few months later, in August 1865.7 During
this period, the number of McGuire
descendants grew, and the family also lost
daughter Sarah. The men con2nued to work as
laborers, while the census records the women
as “keeping house.”
By 1870, most of the extended family was
living in close proximity in Butler Township,
with the excep2on of daughter Catharine and
her husband Timothy Brennan, who lived back
in Cass Township with their three children.8
Widow Catharine McGuire’s household
included sons Patrick, Dominick, and Condy
with his young wife Mary.9 Daughter Rosanna
lived nearby with her husband Patrick Harley,
three children, and Patrick’s mother Margaret
O’Neal Harley.10 Daughter Margaret was also
living nearby with husband Condy
Copyright 2021 GSP
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Cunningham and two children in the home of
Bernard and Mary (Carr) Fullen.11 The men
worked as mine laborers at the Bast Colliery
and other local collieries. Loss of children and
young parents was common during the 2me,
especially in the coal region. Rose and Patrick
Harley lost at least one child before Rose
passed away, leaving her husband to raise
their three surviving children.12 Margaret and
Condy Cunningham lost at least three children
during this 2me and a total of seven children
overall.13
The family con2nued to grow in the 1870s.
During this era, the Pennsylvania coal region
was a central loca2on of mine workers’
struggle for beeer working condi2ons,
numerous labor strikes and much violence,
and the well-known “Molly Maguire”
incidents, murders, trials, and execu2ons. The
men who were involved and accused lived
nearby and in surrounding areas, but the
McGuire family has not been found in any of
these records. Descendants con2nued to live
in and around Big Mine Run, Ashland,
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Girardville, and Mahanoy Township for several
years. Most of the men con2nued to work in
the mines, but with decreasing opportuni2es
in the mines and the lure of non-mining work
in the city, several family members migrated to
Philadelphia and other places a0er the turn of
the century, including my 2nd greatgrandmother and her children.14
The number of McGuire descendants has
grown to hundreds of descendants throughout
the U.S. Quite a few are interested in family
history, as evidenced by the number of online
trees for the family, which has grown from my
ini2al tree over 20 years ago to 48 Ancestry
trees as of 2021. Thanks to technology, several
of us have found each other through
genealogy websites and DNA tes2ng and we
hope to ﬁnd even more of our cousins.
If you are descended from Dennis and
Catharine (Burns) McGuire or think that you
might be related to the family, please contact
the author, Valerie-Anne Lutz, at
gspvalerie@genpa.org.

1. 1850 United States Federal Census, Cass, Schuylkill, Pennsylvania; popula2on schedule; pages 108 (penned), dwelling 873, family 873, lines
36-40 and line 1 (page 109), Dennis Maguire household, digital image, Ancestry, hep://www.ancestry.com, accessed 20 February 2021, ci2ng
NARA microﬁlm publica2on M593, Record Group 29, roll 827.
2. Surname distribu2on study for surnames Burns/Byrne and Maguire/McGuire using Griﬃth’s Valua2on, 1997. This can now be done online
through subscrip2on at John Gresham’s website hep://johngrenham.com
3. Wolf Creek Colliery, the loca2on of the ﬁrst coal breaker in Schuylkill County, was located in Minersville, Pennsylvania. Pinkowski, Edward,
“Joseph Ba}n: Father of the Coal Breaker,” The Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography, Vol. 73, No. 3 (July 1949), pages 337-348.
4. 1850 United States Federal Census, Cass, Schuylkill, Pennsylvania; popula2on schedule; pages 108 (penned), dwelling 873, family 873, lines
36-40 and line 1 (page 109), Dennis Maguire household.
5. History of Schuylkill County, PA (New York: W.W. Munsell, 1881), page 40.
6. 1860 Federal Census, Butler Twp., Schuylkill, Pennsylvania; popula2on schedule, Gordon post oﬃce; page 79 (penned), dwelling 572, family
524, lines 24-31, Dennis Maguire household, digital image, Ancestry, hep://www.ancestry.com, accessed 21 February 2021, ci2ng NARA
microﬁlm publica2on M653, Record Group 29, roll 1178.
7. Mary H. Jenkins’ widow’s pension applica2on no. 425,765; service of Condy McGuire (Pvt., Co. F, 7th Pennsylvania Cavalry Volunteers, Civil
War). U.S. IRS Tax Assessment Lists, 1862-1918, Division 2, Collec2on District 10, September - December 1862, digital image, Ancestry, hep://
www.ancestry.com, accessed 20 February 2021. U.S. IRS Tax Assessment Lists, 1862-1918, Collec2on District 10, April 1865, line 27, Dennis
McGuire, and May 1865, page 305 (penned), line 12, Catharine McGuire. digital image, Ancestry, hep://www.ancestry.com, accessed 20
February 2021.
8. 1870 United States Federal Census, North Cass, Schuylkill, Pennsylvania; popula2on schedule, Broad Mountain post oﬃce, page 27 (penned),
dwelling 203, family 182, lines 3-7, Timothy Brennan household, digital image, Ancestry, hep://www.ancestry.com, accessed 20 February 2021,
ci2ng NARA microﬁlm publica2on M593, Record Group 29, roll 1449.
9. 1870 United States Federal Census, Butler, Schuylkill, Pennsylvania, popula2on schedule, Ashland post oﬃce, page 11-12 (penned), dwelling
69, families 88-89, lines 38-40, 1-2, Catharine McGuire household.
10. Ibid., page 14 (penned), dwelling 78, family 105, lines 10-15, Patrick Harley household.
11. Ibid., page 7 (penned), dwelling 37, family 55, lines 23-35, Barney Fullen household.
12. Ibid., page 14 (penned), dwelling 78, family 105, lines 10-15, Patrick Harley household.
13. Margaret reported a total of 13 children, 1900 United States Federal Census, Philadelphia Ward 33, Enumera2on District 848, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, popula2on schedule, page 15B (penned), dwelling 278, family 300, lines 67-75, Margaret McHale household, digital image,
Ancestry, hep://www.ancestry.com, accessed 20 February 2021, ci2ng NARA microﬁlm publica2on T623, Record Group 29, roll 1475. Daughter
Catharine, born in 1865, is not listed in the 1870 census. Two children, Mary and Maggie, appear in the 1870 census but not in the 1880 census.
All but three other children are accounted for in the 1880 census.
14. United States Federal Census, 1900, 1910, 1920, 1930, 1940.
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Using Tithe Applotment Books to Research Northern Ireland Ancestors
Tithe Applotment Books recorded the results of a land survey done to establish the amount of tax that
land occupiers owed to the Church of Ireland. Undertaken between 1823 and 1837, the survey was
taken only on agricultural lands, then recorded by civil parish and townland in the Tithe Applotment
Books. Preda2ng Griﬃths, these records also oﬀer a look at pre-famine Ireland. In many cases, the
survey shows the names of the leaseholders, the size of buildings, and valua2on; in some cases, there is
a descrip2on of the land, providing a glimpse of where and how your ancestors lived.
An ar2cle in the February 2020 issue of The North of Ireland Family History Society’s newsleeer
explained where these records can be found free online at the Public Record Oﬃce of Northern Ireland
(PRONI). The steps have changed since that ar2cle was published, but if you’re interested, follow the
direc2ons below.
•Click on eCatalog (under “Search archives online”).
•Click on Search PRONI’s eCatalog (be sure to check out the 2ps there).
•Click on green bar that says Search the eCatalog.
•Click on Browse (upper righthand corner).
•Type in FIN/5 for the Title Applotment Books.
•Click on “Next” at boeom of table.
•Click on FIN/5A Tithe Applotment Records for Parishes in Northern Ireland.
•Select the parish of interest, click View (far righthand column).
•Respond to pop-up about copying and copyright. If you click “I agree,” the ﬁle will automa2cally
download.
Source: NIFHS News, February 2020 at heps://www.ni„s.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/
NIFHS_News_No_24.pdf

JOIN GSP
Our is to provide leadership and support in promoting genealogy through education,
preservation, and access to Pennsylvania-related genealogical information.
Founded in 1892 as a non-profit organization, the Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania (GSP)
was among the first in the United States to recognize the value of collecting and preserving the
vital and personal records of those ancestors whose lives now comprise our American History.
GSP is committed to preserving and publishing previously unpublished primary sources.
The continuing dedication to this service enables GSP to make an increasingly significant
contribution to the cultural life of our city, state, and country.

JOIN GSP
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TELL US ABOUT IT
Irish Ancestor Immigra3on Stories
WILLIAM McCAUGHEY’S MEMORIES OF HIS CROSSING TO
AMERICA
When I was about 12 years old, I went on vaca2on with my
grandparents Estella & William McCaughey. We were on the
Cape May Lewes Ferry when my grandfather told his story of
coming to America from Scotland.
It was in April of 1925 when he and his mother, Ma2lda
McCahon, le0 for America. He was 11 years old, but he was listed
as age 10 on the passenger list. There was a higher price for
passengers aged 12 and older, and his mother was worried they
would think he was 12. His 12th birthday was not un2l August
that year, but he was tall for his age, and the man checking the
2ckets men2oned his height.
They had a cabin on the ship, SS Leviathan. William’s brother Jack
had made the crossing the year before and told my greatgrandmother not to travel in steerage. She was seasick the whole
trip, so my grandfather, who had met other young boys on board,
had the run of the ship unsupervised.
When the ship docked in New York, his father, William McCaughey, who emigrated in July 1923, was to
meet them, but he didn't show up, so they took the train to Philadelphia. My grandfather remembered
when he saw his brother Jack in Philadelphia for the ﬁrst 2me, he looked at Jack’s clothes and said,
“You’ve become a real yank.”
Once they seeled in Philadelphia, William’s mother told him they would be using McCaughey as their
last name, instead of McCahon, which they had used in Scotland. I asked him why, and he said he was a
kid, and he just did what he was told.
I men2oned the story to my mother, and she said her father never told her the story of his crossing.
—SubmiNed by Deb Malinowski, GSP Board Member

IMMIGRATION LORE
My favorite ancestor immigra2on story is the stuﬀ of family lore. I’m a descendant of a Wishart, thought
to named John, born abt. 1725, who emigrated to Pennsylvania, from Northern Ireland, some2me
before 1750. My Wishart line has origins in Scotland, but my Wishart ancestors had migrated to
Northern Ireland by the 2me John Wishart boarded a ship bound for the colonies.
Near the end of his journey, the passengers on the ship were asleep when the vessel began to take on
water. John, who was awake and happened to be on the deck, overheard the Captain and sailors
planning to abandon ship on the lifeboats, leaving their passengers behind. Crewmen were searching for
the broad axe to cut the heavy ropes, and John, seeing the axe nearby, quietly threw it overboard. When
the axe was not to be found, the Captain and crew were forced to save the ship, rather than ﬂee, and the
passengers were awakened to assist with the pumping and bailing of sea water. They bailed water all
night and into the next day, 2ll all had arrived safely on shore.
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An account of the story was found in the papers of William Wishart, a Presbyterian minister born in
1821, who surmised that “it is characteris2c of the Wisharts that they are of a sociable disposi2on and
quite fond of good company, and I suppose my great-grandfather thought that if he must go to the
boeom of the ocean, he would like to have the company of the Captain and sailors in that voyage.”
—SubmiNed by Kathryn Donahue, GSP Board Member

AN IRISH WOMAN MIGRATING ALONE WASN’T SO UNCOMMON
My great grandmother, Nellie Pyne Barree, lived in rural Mitchelstown, Cork County, Ireland in the
1870s. She was the Catholic daughter of a farmer and the oldest of at least seven children. As a young,
single woman, she le0 her Irish home and migrated to Philadelphia without a family member in 1887.1 I
have no wrieen record as to why Nellie trekked solo across an ocean to live in an unknown place. I do
know, however, that Nellie's experience was not uncommon at the 2me.
It has been documented that almost 700,000 Irish women migrated alone between 1885-1920, and the
vast majority were unwed. The economic situa2on in Ireland gave very liele opportunity for single
females. This was an agricultural society, and factory jobs were scarce.2 Marriage rates had dwindled due
to popula2on decline and land consolida2on.3 Without a prospec2ve husband and a job available to
Nellie, her op2ons probably were either migrate to America or have a subservient role on her father's
farm.
Nellie had at least three sisters and three brothers. Her younger sisters Mary Ann, Johanna and Annie
had migrated to Philadelphia within ten years of Nellie's arrival.4 Nellie's brothers James and Patrick,
along with her parents, had stayed in Ireland.5 Her oldest brother, John, I believe stayed in Ireland too.
These men likely had a greater chance of economic success there than their sisters.
Nellie's occupa2on in the U.S., before she married James Barree in 1891, was a cook.6 By 1900, she had
ﬁve children with no occupa2on listed on the U.S. census.7 Nellie may not have lived a life of luxury, but
due to her brave ability to embrace change and venture oﬀ to an unknown land, she was able to obtain a
job and later a family with a husband who provided as a 2nsmith.
—SubmiNed by Angie Indik
Pennsylvania, U.S., Arriving Passenger and Crew Lists, 1800-1962, database with images, Ancestry
(heps://www.ancestry.com : accessed 15 February 2021), entry for Ellen Pyne, age 20, arrived Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 18 September 1887.
2Janet A. Dolan, Ourselves Alone: Women's Emigra@on from Ireland 1885-1920 (Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 1989), 2.
3Ibid, 3
4 Ibid, 52.
5 Pennsylvania, U.S., Arriving Passenger and Crew Lists, 1800-1962, database with images, Ancestry (heps://www.ancestry.com : accessed 15
February 2021), entry for Johanna Pyne, age 23, Annie Pyne, age 18, arrived Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 31 March 1895 aboard the Kensington.
Sister Mary listed as rela2ve in U.S.
6Census of Ireland 1901/1911 and Census Fragments and Subs2tutes, 1821-51," database with images, The Na@onal Archives of Ireland ( hep://
www.census.na2onalarchives.ie : accessed 15 February 2021) entry for Johanna Pyne (age 50), James Pyne (age 20), Patrick Pyne (age 18) Cork,
Templemologa, Sraharla, Ireland.
7Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania, Marriage License Dockets 1891, vol. O-P-Q: 38450 James Barree-Nellie Pyne; Clerk of Orphans' Court,
Philadelphia.
81900 U.S. census, Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania, popula2on schedule , Ward 26, enumera2on district (ED) 615, sheet 1 (penned), dwelling
15, household 1802, Nellie Barree; database with images, Ancestry.com (heps://www.ancestry.com : accessed 17 February 2021); ci2ng
Na2onal Archives microﬁlm publica2on T623, roll 1854.
1

NEXT ISSUE: TELL US ABOUT IT
What family heirlooms have you inherited, and what do you know about them?
Send your replies to editor@genpa.org.
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DNA Q & A

Sharing AncestryDNA test results
We’ve received several ques2ons about
sharing DNA test results. Someone might have
asked you to share, and you weren’t sure what
to do, or you might have heard about test
sharing, but weren’t sure what it meant.
What does it mean to share AncestryDNA
tests?
Sharing test results on AncestryDNA allows
you to view another person’s test results,
almost as though they were your own, but
without the ability to modify or download
their results. The beneﬁt is that it allows you
to see all of the matches of the shared tests.
Ancestry generally allows you to view shared
matches only up to the 4th cousin level, but
with test sharing you can view all of each
other’s matches and the number of segments
and cen2morgans your match shares with
other matches.
How do I share my test?
● Go to your main AncestryDNA page at hep://
dna.ancestry.com.
● At the upper right, select the Se}ngs bueon.
● Scroll down, and under Privacy, you will see
Sharing Preferences.
● Next to DNA Ethnicity and Matches, select
the dropdown menu that says Change.
● A list with your test and any that you manage
will appear. Scroll down to Add a Person.
● Enter the email address (ask the person
beforehand) of the match to whom you
want to send a sharing invita2on. You can
enter usernames, but I’ve had more luck
with email addresses. Be sure that it’s the
email address to which their Ancestry test
and account are registered.
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●

Ask the person to share their test with you
and send them this list of instruc2ons.

If someone accepts your sharing invita2on but
they don’t share in return, you might want to
follow up with an email and send the sharing
instruc2ons again.
Why is test sharing important?
If you’re trying to determine shared ancestors,
it helps to be able to compare the number of
segments and cen2morgans that your matches
share with other people. For example, I might
know that a DNA match and I probably
descend from one par2cular line in my family
based on the matches that we share. However,
if this person is a 3rd great-grandchild of a
par2cular couple and I’m not sure whether
their ancestor is one of my 3rd or 4th greatgrandparents or a sibling or cousin of one of
my ancestors, it would be helpful to be able to
see how much DNA they share with other
descendants of those people, compared to
what I share with those matches.
Here is an example from my own research:
Dennis and Catharine (Burns) McGuire are my
3rd great-grandparents. Due to record losses
in Ireland and a rela2ve lack of records in the
19th century Pennsylvania coal region, I don’t
have informa2on on Dennis and Catharine’s
families of origin, despite 25 years of research.
Dozens of descendants and likely descendants
of their McGuire and Burns families are on
Ancestry. Many are known rela2ves. However,
there are several people who are shared
matches with me and my known cousins, and
who seem to be from other McGuire and
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Burns or related families, but I don’t know
how they are related.
Several known descendants and a couple of
other cousins have shared their tests with me.
As a result, I can see not only our shared
matches back to 4th cousins and the number
of segments and cen2morgans that I share
with our shared matches, but also the number
of segments and cen2morgans that my cousins
share with these as-yet-unknown cousin
matches, along with all of their other matches
that they share with each other. This has
enabled me to create a chart of segments and
cen2morgans shared to help discover how far
back our rela2onships to these shared
matches might be.
If some of these unknown matches have trees
that include their third or fourth greatgrandparents, I can at least develop a
hypothesis as to whether these ancestors
might have been siblings or ﬁrst cousins of my
ancestors, based on how much DNA these
matches share with me and with each of my
known cousins.
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This is especially important when you consider
that the es2mated “4th cousin” category o0en
includes people who are actually 3rd cousins
or 2nd cousins once or twice removed and the
“5th to 8th cousins” category o0en includes
people who are actually 3rd cousins once
removed, 4th cousins, and even 2nd cousins
twice removed. In all of these cases, it might
be possible to determine the rela2onships
with some research, especially if you can see
how many segments and cen2morgans they
share with your cousins.
If you have more ques2ons about how to do
this or how to compare and organize your
matches, please contact GSP at
info@genpa.org. And if you have addi2onal
ques2ons that you would like to ask in this
forum, please send them to
editor@genpa.org.
Good luck with sharing, and happy searching!
—Valerie-Anne Lutz, GSP Board Member
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The Philadelphia Indenture Book, 1771-1773:
Accessing the Dataset and Images of Original Pages in the American Philosophical
Society Digital Library
In your searches on Ancestry.com, you might
have received results from the Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania Indentures, 1771-1773:
heps://www.ancestry.com/search/collec2ons/
4274/
These records were extracted from the original
volume held at the American Philosophical
Society Library & Museum (APS) in
Philadelphia. The full 2tle of the original
volume is “Record of indentures of individuals
bound out as appren2ces, servants, etc., and
of German and other redemp2oners, 1771
October 3 - 1773 October 5.”
The records were published in 1907 by the
German Society of Philadelphia: heps://
archive.org/details/recordoﬁndentur16phil/
mode/2up APS has scanned the original
volume and created a dataset of informa2on
extracted from the original records.
The indenture book includes records of people
entering contracts of indentured servitude to
provide labor for others or appren2ceship to
learn skills and trades from 1771-1773. Each
person was indentured for a period of one to
several years. Although German immigrants
are men2oned in the 2tle, the volume also
includes indentures for other people, both
immigrants and na2ve born.
The informa2on in the volume ini2ally appears
sparse, but it is a great source for people who
otherwise might have remained invisible, and
you can use other sources to ﬁnd out more.
The volume includes:
● Names of people indentured
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● Date of indenture
● Port from which indentured persons

emigrated
● Person to whom they were indentured
● Loca2on of indenture
● Indenture status (servant or an appren2ce)
● Skills to be taught
● What they were given in terms of necessi2es
● What they were to receive at the comple2on
of their term
● Indenture term length
● Names of indenture assigners (o0en captains
of the ships on which they arrived
● Names of family members or others who
consented to the indenture
● Other notes
You can access the original page images and
download the dataset at heps://
diglib.amphilsoc.org/islandora/compound/
record-indentures-individuals-bound-outappren2ces-servants-etc-and-germanand#page/1/mode/1up
● You will see the digi2zed images of the

indenture book pages, with the downloadable
data at boeom right
● Download the data or open it in Google
Sheets
● You can search by name, occupa2on, or any
other ﬁeld
● You also can sort the data by any ﬁeld
● You also can import the data into other
programs for addi2onal uses
The Magazine of Early American Datasets
(MEAD) at the University of Pennsylvania has a
dataset of similar records from 1751-1799.

Copyright 2021 GSP

19

March 2021

Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania Newsletter

These were compiled from the microﬁlm of
records from the Philadelphia City Archives:
heps://repository.upenn.edu/mead/13/

Servants, Convicts, and Appren2ces,
1728-1796”: heps://www.ancestry.com/
search/collec2ons/61028/

The Pennsylvania State Archives has a good list
of resources related to indentured servants:
heps://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/ResearchOnline/Pages/Indentured-Servants.aspx

If you have addi2onal ques2ons about the
indenture book or would like to obtain highresolu2on images of the pages, please contact
the American Philosophical Society Library &
Museum at reference@amphilsoc.org
—Valerie-Anne Lutz, GSP Board Member

And Ancestry has another related database,
“Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Runaway

Pennsylvania Ancestor Queries
§ Seeking informa2on on the Ponsonby family, especially documenta2on establishing Sarah
Ponsonby as the daughter of Sir John Ponsonby.
§ Seeking informa2on on the Carey family, especially the parentage of Mary Ann Biggar.
The excerpt below is from the March 1920 PGM and appeared previously in the February 2019
GSP Newsleeer.
Excerpt from Pennsylvania Genealogical Magazine
Volume 7, No. 3, page 284 - March 1920
CAREY, ANTHONY CAREY of Donaghadee, County Down, Ireland, born 1716;
died 1 June 1809; married circa 1753, Jane WRIGHT, born circa 1829; died 4 June
1812, of the same place. Had eldest son, Thomas CAREY, and a younger son,
Andrew CAREY. The latter, born at Donaghadee, November 1762; died at
Wilmington, Delaware, 1 October 1845; married at Donaghadee, 22 miles from
Belfast, 18 February 1791, Mary Ann BIGGAR, born 4 November 1770; died at
Wilmington 9 June 1824. For proof of the name of Anthony CAREY’S father and
family connection with the English or Irish branches of the CAREY’S, the sum of
one hundred dollars will be paid.
BIGGAR-PONSONBY. Joseph BIGGAR of or near Belfast, Ireland, married circa
1758-1769 Sarah Ponsonby, a relative of the Earl of Beseborough; daughter of Sir
John Ponsonby. Had son, Ponsonby BIGGAR. One hundred dollars will be paid for
the place of and evidence of the above marriage.
Queries regarding Pennsylvania ancestors may be submieed to editor@genpa.org for inclusion in the
Pennsylvania Queries sec2on of The GSP Newsleeer. Queries should be brief, specifying an individual or
family, origin of same, and PA residence if known with actual or approximate dates for vital informa2on.
Responses to queries will be forwarded to the contributor by the Newsleeer Editor.
GSP Newsletter - March 2021
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The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania
2100 Byberry Road – Suite 111
Philadelphia, PA 19116 – 267.686.2296
Newsleier Staﬀ
Nancy Janyszeski, Angie Indik, Kathryn Donahue, Jane Benner
GSP Execu3ve Board
President: Nancy Janyszeski
1st Vice-President: Nancy C Nelson
2nd Vice-President: Jane Benner
Secretary: Valerie-Anne Lutz ~ Treasurer: Frank Straup
GSP Board of Directors
Doug Mondel ~ Norman Douglas Nicol, PhD ~ Tina Lamb
Joseph Roby ~ Mary Phalan ~ Kathryn Donahue
Oﬃce Manager
Angie Indik

=========================================================================================
VOLUNTEERS: GSP has a number of volunteer opportuni2es at home, in the oﬃce, or on loca2on. If you’re
interested in helping, e-mail us at info@genpa.org or editor@genpa.org.
GSP RESEARCH: GSP does not oﬀer phone consulta2ons. We require that all research requests be in wri2ng.
Request Form – PDF Document
Check the Research page on our website for addi2onal informa2on. heps://genpa.org/research.
E-mail research requests to info@genpa.org.
The GSP Pennsylvania Resource Guides can help answer where to ﬁnd great Pennsylvania research sources:
heps://genpa.org/public-collec2ons/pennsylvania-resources.
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