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MESSAGE FROM GSP’S PRESIDENT 
This summer has been a very busy one for GSP. The office 
and library have been open to researchers for two months, 
and during the July break between our newsletters, we’ve had 
several exciting new developments:

FamilySearch Affiliate Library: GSP is now a FamilySearch 
Affiliate Library! For anyone unfamiliar with this, affiliate 
libraries have access to the free collections at 
FamilySearch.org that are “locked” from regular home access 
but are available at affiliate libraries.

Researchers may schedule appointments in our new 
FamilySearch affiliate library research room on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays by contacting 
info@genpa.org. Use of the FamilySearch research room is 
always free of charge to all. In addition, you may access 
FamilySearch from your own devices in the GSP library 
reading room if you are a GSP member or pay a daily fee for 
use of the GSP library. Volunteers also have free access from 
their own devices. If you are interested in volunteering to 
assist patrons in the FamilySearch room and/or the library, 
please contact info@genpa.org.

Kenneth W. Milano Collection of Kensington/Fishtown 
History: Kenneth W. Milano, Kensington historian and the 
author of six books, has donated his collection of material 
related to Kensington/Fishtown history to GSP. The collection 
includes about 25 linear feet and hundreds of digital files of 
maps, census records, church records, research and writing, 
and the full run of Ken’s weekly newspaper column “The Rest 
is History.” We are currently surveying and organizing the 
collection and working on plans for processing the collection 
and uploading of material to the website.

Programs: While our programs have been on hiatus since 
last year, we are developing plans for virtual programming for 
the fall and winter in consultation with experienced program 
planners and are seeking speakers and volunteers. If you are 
interested in presenting at GSP or in assisting with programs, 
please contact info@genpa.org.
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As always, we hope that you’ll join us by volunteering for one of our committees:

Collections and Website: Process and catalog books and manuscripts collections, scan materials, 
transcribe and index records. Additional opportunities available for volunteers with advanced 
technical knowledge in website development and digital libraries.

Development and Partnerships: Work with executive committee members on plans for fundraising 
and working with other organizations.

Finance: Work with the Treasurer on managing and planning GSP’s finances.

First Families of Pennsylvania: Work with the First Families committee chair on reviewing First 
Families applications and assisting applicants with their applications.

Programs: Present on family history topics, assist with Zoom meetings, table at conferences, and 
handle setup and breakdown at in-person events.

Publications: Write articles and assist the editor with layout, proofreading, and other tasks. We are 
particularly interested in volunteers with previous publications experience, but all are welcome.

We have a very active group of board members and volunteers, along with our office manager Angie 
Indik, but we need you as GSP members to become involved and help us to continue our work of 
preserving genealogical information and promoting genealogical education. Contact Angie at 
info@genpa.org and let us know which areas are of interest to you.

We hope to see you soon, either on Zoom or at the GSP office and library!
---Valerie-Anne Lutz, GSP Board President 
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PENNSYLVANIA ANCESTOR QUERIES

Dr. John A. Cox (Coxe) 1827 - abt. 1865
Married Louise Catherine Fahnestock in Gettysburg 19 September 1847
Residences over the years may include Lancaster, Bedford, Gettysburg, and Philadelphia. Seeking 
information on the his parentage and date/location of death.

John Alexander McCray (2 Feb 1860 - 19 Oct. 1863) 
Married Margaret Ann Learn (2 Nov 1829 - 24 Feb 1871) in 1847 

John and Margaret died in Tulare County, California.

Seeking information on their parentage and birth locations, possibly in Indiana County, 
Pennsylvania.


Daniel Murphy (b.abt. 1745) and wife Sarah Humphreys (b. abt 1750)
Lived in Southwark, Philadelphia County and were members of the First Presbyterian Church. 
Seeking information on their parentage and location of birth.

Peter Bechtel (13 Sep 1766 - 10 Mar 1838) and wife Margaret (1769 - 1839)
Lived in Germantown, Philadelphia County. Buried St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, Germantown.
Seeking information on parentage.

Benjamin Matthias (1808 - 14 Aug 1852) 
Seeking information on parents of Benjamin Matthias, Abel and Elizabeth, his sister Martha, and the 
family’s county of origin. Benjamin was a state senator with possible origins in Bucks County, Pa.

Mary Brown (25 Feb 1803 - 8 Nov 1875) m. Charles Matthias, Sr. (27 May 1803 - 21 Apr 1825)
Her mother, Jane, d. Feb 1841.
Seeking information on her parents and siblings.

Queries regarding Pennsylvania ancestors may be submitted to editor@genpa.org for inclusion in 
the Pennsylvania Queries section of The GSP Newsletter. Queries should be brief, specifying an 
individual or family, origin of same, and PA residence if known with actual or approximate dates for 
vital information. 

Send responses to queries to editor@genpa.org and the information you provided will be forwarded 
to the reader who submitted the query. 
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The GSP newsletters can be printed for those who 
like a print publication. 

See GSP Store for publications and specials. 
Previous newsletters.
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NEWS AND UPDATES

GSP Newsletter - July-August-September 2021       Copyright 2021 GSP         �4

Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania is a FamilySearch Affiliate Library! 

Free public access begins on Monday, September 7, 2021. Email info@genpa.org to 
reserve a time slot. Hours are listed below:

Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays (2 research sessions, 10 AM – 1 PM or 1 PM – 4 PM)
2nd and 4th Saturdays, 10 AM – 2 PM.

Let us know if you plan to use one of our public computers or will bring your own laptop, 
and if you are a current GSP member. The FamilySearch Affiliate Library room is open to 
the public. FamilySearch Affiliate Library access is also available to members and day-
pass researchers in the GSP library room.

The City of Philadelphia has reinstated its indoor mask mandate for public spaces.
Please wear a mask when you enter our building at 2100 Byberry Rd, Suite 111, 
Philadelphia, PA 19116. Free off-street parking is available.

We hope to see you soon!	

Registration is still open for SLIG Institute and Academy Courses
Registration System

Ancestry
Check out Judy Russell’s blog post on the updated terms and conditions at Ancestry.com:

Judy G. Russell, “Ancestry retreats,” The Legal Genealogist (https://
www.legalgenealogist.com/blog : posted 6 Aug 2021).

FamilySearch
Additional indexed Pennsylvania records added to existing collections in July 2021 and 
updated totals:
   Pennsylvania Births and Christenings, 1709-1950 2,518,495  
   Pennsylvania Cemetery Records, ca. 1700-ca. 1950    806,612  
   Pennsylvania Civil Marriages, 1677-1950    209,880  
   Pennsylvania Deaths and Burials, 1720-1999 1,149,297  

Fold3  
New! WWI Burial Cards documenting death and burial information of over 78,000 
American soldiers in World War I. Cards contain name, unit, nature of death and burial 
location(s). 
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FIRST FAMILIES CORNER
It’s True - But Who?

Our relatives who have only a passing interest 
in genealogy can get tangled up in the number 
of greats that it takes us to get back to the Civil 
War, the crossing of the ocean, and many other 
family events.  The story is handed down that 
grandpa did thus and so – but whose grandpa 
was it? This can be especially confusing when 
generations overlap. My cousin Judy is just a 
few years younger than I am, but it was her 
father, not Judy, who was my first cousin. Any 
story that I share with her needs an extra great. 
To make things even more challenging, every 
generation has its own Joe, Andy, Bob, so that I 
find myself saying “no, not THAT Uncle 
Andy….”

Recently I showed my daughter a beautiful cut-
glass bowl that my Aunt Esther had given to 
me. Later, my daughter heard me refer to the 
bowl as belonging to Aunt Mabel. Yes, Aunt 
Esther (Rachel remembers her well) gave me 
the bowl, which had belonged to Aunt Mabel, 
who died long before my daughter was born. 
Someday perhaps the bowl will belong to my 
granddaughter, who won’t remember Aunt 
Esther. For her, the bowl will simply have 
belonged to me.   Our belongings may need 
written genealogies just as we do. 

I remembered hearing a story of someone – I 
thought it was my father – who intended to take 
a short ride on a boat captained by a family 
member. My recollection was that he ended up 
in Boston and had to send a telegram home 

saying where he was. Recently, re-reading an 
old newspaper clipping of an interview with my 
grandfather, I realized that he was the fifteen-
year-old who took the unplanned trip with his 
uncle, and he went to Connecticut, not Boston. 
If I’m telling that story to my grandchildren, I’ll 
have to be sure to add enough greats. 

Photographs can be mis-identified if someone 
captions them simply “Grammy Nelson” or 
“Uncle Joe”. I have a photo album that my 
mother kept when she was in high school. 
Apparently, it was a game to make up clever 
captions for the photos. “Our Boy” was a daring 
female cousin who wore a trouser outfit. 
Laughing Your Cares Away, Best Buddies, The 
Neighborhood Gang -   on and on, when 
today’s family researcher wants nothing more 
than names and dates. 

My grandparents had a family party to celebrate 
their fiftieth wedding anniversary. We have a 
wonderful photo of the two of them with their six 
sons. There is also a photo labelled “Nelson 
Grandchildren, 50th anniversary”. The photo 
includes a great grandchild, a 2nd great niece, 
and a little boy who is no relation at all, along 
with all the grandchildren. Photos, stories, 
heirlooms all can easily lose their value if we 
can’t attribute them to the right person. As those 
who knew them in person begin to disappear, a 
written record is what we need to keep the story 
straight, and to attribute the item or the 
adventure to the correct ancestor.  

—Nancy Cassada Nelson, GSP Board Member & First Families Chair

To learn more about First Families and how to apply, visit https://genpa.org/first-families-of-
pennsylvania/ 

First Families of Pennsylvania (FFP) lineage society
• Colony and Commonwealth: 1638–1790
• Keystone and Cornerstone: 1791–1865
• Pennsylvania Proud: 1866–1900
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COUNTY SPOTLIGHT: FRANKLIN
Pennsylvania became a state 12 December 1787. There are 67 
counties and 2561 municipalities. Franklin County was formed 
on 9 September 1784 from parts of Cumberland County. The 
county seat is Chambersburg.

Prominent People: Alexander Campbell, Margaret Corbin, 
Samuel Wylie Crawford, John Dutch, Henry Prather Fletcher, 
Jacob Nelson Fox, James N. Huston, Harriet Lane, George Matthews, Robert McClelland, Thomas 
Bard McFarland, Thomas Alexander Scott and Wallis Simpson.

Microfilm copies of county records along with the tools to help research county records are available 
at the Pennsylvania State Archives - PHMC > Archives > Research Online >  Research Guides > 
County and Municipal Records (under Genealogy)

Finding Family and Historical Records in Franklin County

I. Franklin County Clerk of Courts/Orphans’ Court:  https://franklincountypa.gov/index.php?
section=judicial_Clerk-of-Orphans-Court

II. Franklin County Register and Recorder:  https://franklincountypa.gov/index.php?
section=government_register-record-office

III. Family Search Wiki on Franklin County:  https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/
Franklin_County,_Pennsylvania_Genealogy 

IV. Franklin County Historical Society:  https://www.franklinhistorical.org/

V. Franklin County USGenWeb:  https://familyhartroots.com/PA/Franklin/ 

VI. Find A Grave Franklin County Cemetery List: https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery-browse/USA/
Pennsylvania/Franklin-County?id=county_2268

VII. Franklin County Survey Map (1858): https://www.loc.gov/item/2012592178/

VIII. History of Franklin County, Pennsylvania (free eBook) by Samuel P. Bates: https://archive.org/
details/historyoffrankli00bate

IX. Early History and Genealogy of the Anderson-McCullough-McCune Families and Related Lines of 
Franklin County (free eBook) by Elizabeth Brubaker Wolff: https://archive.org/details/
earlyhistorygene00wolf

X. Genealogical Data Concerning the Ancestors and Descendants of John Jacob Shaffer (1763–
1816) of Mercersburg, Franklin County, Pennsylvania (free eBook) by A.Nello Shaffer:  https://
archive.org/details/genealogicaldata00shaf/mode/2up

XI.  Pennsylvania Resource Guides:  https://genpa.org/public-%20collections/pennsylvania-
%20resources/
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RESOURCES FOR RESEARCHING ANCESTORS IN INSTITUTIONS

In the history of Pennsylvania, the fate of persons with mental illness was intertwined with the law 
and local provisions for the poor, and was subject to an evolving understanding of the mind and its 
various illnesses. Ancestors who suffered from mental maladies were often bounced from one setting 
to another, with authorities sometimes arguing over whose responsibility it was to care and pay for 
them.

Researchers who suspect their ancestors were institutionalized in Pennsylvania have a variety of 
resources to consult to fill in the blanks of their ancestor’s story. 

Here are some tips to get started:

Mine vital records for clues such as the names of certifying physicians, odd locations that do not 
match up with known residences, etc.

Review census records for notes on disabilities. United States censuses from 1840-1880 included 
questions on an individual’s physical and mental “handicaps and infirmities,” including insanity.

Search the 1880 Defective, Dependent and Delinquent schedule if your ancestor lived in the late 
19th century.  Look for them in their home county as well as surrounding counties, especially if 
asylums, poor houses or poor farms were located there.

Learn about various institutions. The Asylum Projects wiki includes a long list of Pennsylvania 
institutions, including state schools, institutions for the disabled, state and private tuberculosis 
sanitariums, private and state hospitals for the insane, county almshouses, and many others. These 
pages detail historic names of institutions, which may not be how they are known today. For 
example, the Allentown State Hospital was originally opened under the name the Homeopathic State 
Hospital for the Insane; Clark Summit State Hospital was once known as Hillside Home.

Search newspapers for information on the institution, minutes of poor director board meetings or 
court notices or minutes, in which an ancestor may be named. Include any historical names the 
institution may have gone by. 

Research in county histories on sites like FamilySearch Books, Hathi Trust, and Google Books, for 
more background on mental institutions. 

Go state. The Pennsylvania Archives holds many resources in Record Group 23, including patient 
ledgers, patient account registers, superintendent reports, case books, discharges and deaths, and 
much more. Note that researchers “may be granted access to patient records if there is valid proof of 
death for patients who have been deceased for at least 50 years, or if a record is at least 75 years 
old.” 

Read the instructions on how to submit a request, and complete the form carefully to get the most 
out of your request. At present, research may only be conducted by request submitted by mail; in-
person research is not available at this time.

Go online. The Pennsylvania State Archives has digitized some institution records online at 
PowerLibrary, including those from Danville, Dixmont, Harrisburg, Polk, and Woodville.
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Go local. Don’t forget to inquire with local genealogical and historical societies, as well as local 
libraries for additional resources. The Lackawanna County Historical Society holds county jail 
discharge ledgers that included information on Sabina O’Malley being sent to Hillside Home, for 
example. 

Go social. Researchers in your locality are a great resource to learn where to look for related 
records. Don’t hesitate to join and inquire at any one of the hundreds of genealogy pages on 
Facebook for Pennsylvania research.

~Nancy Gilbride Casey
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Searching Pennsylvania Records at the County Level

Search records by county on FamilySearch.org: https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/
Pennsylvania,_United_States_Genealogy 

The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania has free guides for each county downloadable at 
https://genpa.org/public-collections/pennsylvania-resources/

Court Records
• Criminal and civil records
• Available at the county level - Philadelphia City Archives and county courthouses
• Most require searching an index and obtaining a file number or book and
• page number. You then check the original files or books for this file number or book and 

page number.
• Some are also available online.

Orphans Court and guardianship records for minor children of persons who died or were 
otherwise incapacitated.

Almshouse Records and Guardians of the Poor
• For poor and indigent people who were admitted to almshouses and hospitals
• Available at the county level - Philadelphia City Archives and county courthouses
• Some are also available online

FamilySearch has digitized Philadelphia almshouse and guardians of the poor
records, but they are available for viewing only at Family History Libraries and
affiliate libraries. Most records are from the 19th century, but you might be able to find some of 
these folks in the 18th and early 19th century records. https://www.familysearch.org/search/
catalog/results?count=20&query=%2Bauthor_id%3A339756

Philadelphia

Billy G. Smith, “Almshouse Admissions Philadelphia, 1796-1803” on MEAD, the Magazine of 
Early American Datasets: https://repository.upenn.edu/mead/42/

https://moonswings.files.wordpress.com/2021/01/genealogy-on-facebook-jan-2021.pdf
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https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/results?count=20&query=%2Bauthor_id%3A339756
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https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Pennsylvania,_United_States_Genealogy
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WHAT WOULD YOU TELL ME, CATHERINE?
By Nancy Gilbride Casey

"Where's my baby?"

That is the question I imagine my great, great grandmother Catherine Ryan Gilbride might ask me if I 
could meet her.

If I could travel back in time to meet Catherine, I would visit her in the Danville State Hospital for the 
Insane, opened in 1872. She was an inmate there, sent after her second baby was stillborn in March 
1877.1 By April 1877, she was ill enough to be taken some seventy-five miles away from Providence 
in Luzerne County, Pennsylvania to the Danville asylum in Montour County.

What her illness looked like I can only imagine. Perhaps she was buried in grief and unable to care 
for her husband Michael, and their only other child, John Joseph, my great grandfather. Perhaps she 
withdrew. Lashed out. Threw things. Was inconsolable. 

If I could travel back, upon 
arriving at Danville in 1881, I 
would walk across the vast 
lush lawn in front of the 
institution's immense 
thousand-foot-long facade.

On my approach, I might 
hear the screams coming 
through the open windows of 
the "excited ward," as did a 
reporter who visited Danville 
in 1879, and perhaps feel that 
same "...shrinking feeling of pandemonium being near at hand to Paradise."2

I would pass beneath one of the seven arches that framed the entrance of the building, opened a 
scant five years before. I would climb the stairs, sign a guest ledger, and walk down carpeted halls 
arranged like so many bat wings, to the female ward and to a tucked-away room.

I would knock, and enter a small but airy room, with a tall window opposite, overlooking the rolling 
lawn and a faraway wood. I may note a simple bed, a single chair, a bedside table and lamp, and a 
washstand which furnish the room, with hooks on one wall to hold a skirt and apron. A watercolor 
painting might hang on the wall over the bed, or a small embroidery hoop may rest on the table. It 
might be sparse, but clean and comfortable.

GSP Newsletter - July-August-September 2021       Copyright 2021 GSP         �9

Vintage photo of Danville State Hospital for the Insane, Montour County, 
Pennsylvania, prior to a March 1881 fire which destroyed portions of the building. 
This is the view Catherine would have seen.
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Catherine might be sitting next to the window, her auburn hair plaited in a braid, framing the left side 
of her face.3 She may turn to face me, her pale eyes registering surprise at having a visitor, as well 
as a hint of pleading.

"Where's my baby?"

I would have to answer with silence. She slowly would turn back to face the window.

I might enter her room, sit on the edge of her bed.

I might ask her, quietly, as we do whenever we visit someone in the hospital, "How are you feeling?"

With her rare diagnosis--puerperal mania--a manic condition brought on by the stillbirth of her second 
child, her emotions may be mercurial.4

Today might be a good day, when she is able to be out of her room, perhaps shyly and quietly tidying 
up the ward and sweeping floors. In my mind's eye, I may see her reddish hair glinting in the sun 
which streamed through the windows as she swept the hallway.

But yesterday might have been one of her bad days, when she was "very excitable, violent," and 
restrained in a "jacket," after she "threw a medicine cup at the supervisoress, inflicting a scalp 
wound." I might wonder to myself how this wisp of a woman, who was "less than medium size," could 
hurt anyone.5 What power there must have been to her grief.

Another day might be one of the worst days, when she would "sit on the floor moping," with her arms 
tightly jacketed around her, and rock, tears streaming down her florid cheeks.6 Maybe she would sing 
that long-ago lullaby she sang for John Joseph, the little boy she left behind when she came here. 
Maybe a ward nurse would pause by her door—for just a moment—to listen to the very song her own 
mother sang her...and then briskly walk away.

Did Catherine ever wonder how she came to be in this sprawling building, isolated from her family 
back in Providence, now part of today's Scranton?

I would ask, "Who put you here? How 
did this happen?"

Would she tell me anything about these 
Directors of the Poor of Providence, 
these men who had the right to send 
her away from her family? Men who 
also paid for her room and board, her 
dresses, skirts and chemises, her shoes 
and sheets, while she was here?7

I might ask, "Has anyone else been 
by?”

I may glimpse the ledger kept outside 
her door, with its scattered physician's 
notes. Twenty-five in all, beginning in 
April 1877, ending in January 1881. 
Twenty-five entries when someone took time to write a note about Catherine, in nearly four years.8
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Copy of original Danville patient record for Catherine Gilbride, patient 
No. 676, which begins on her admission on 14 April 1877. The 14-
month-old mentioned is my great-grandfather John Joseph Gilbride. 
Image of original record, PA State Archives.
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A tear might well in her eye, as she stares at her hands, and I would guess that she felt she had 
been forgotten, and that she would not understand why. Why would no one bring her John to her? 
Why would her husband not come to take her home? Where were the parents or the friends who 
came from County Mayo, Ireland with her? How could someone, only 26 years old, be so very 
alone?

I know what became of Catherine. She never came home from Danville.

The patient ledger notes on 5 Jan 1881: "Failure in health."9

The last, on 17 Jan 1881: "Death this date. Pneumonia."10

The accounts ledger on 20 Jan 1881 notes an entry for "coffin & burial," at a cost of $15.00.11

Her death certificate notes her burial at Hyde Park Cemetery, now Cathedral Cemetery in Scranton.12

Knowing what I know, if I could travel back to meet Catherine, I would want to reach out and 
embrace her. Mine would not be the child's embrace that she hoped for every day and every night. 
But maybe it would be good enough to comfort her, to still her demons for a little while, and let her 
know that the mother's heart in me speaks to hers in a shared language that still resonates more 
than 140 years later.

She is not forgotten.
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The beginning of Kate Gilbride’s account in Danville ledger, noting her support by the Directors of the Poor 
Providence. Providence was one borough which was incorporated into Scranton in 1856. Image of original. 
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“What would you tell me, Catherine?” was originally published 20 January 2019 on the blog 
https:myleavesonthetree.blogspot.com and took third place in the International Society of Family 
History Writers and Editors’ 2020 Family History Writing competition, Article category.
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Researching Catherine
Submitted by Nancy Gilbride Casey

Asylums. Institutions. These words may conjure 
up scary images of old buildings, dark hallways 
and lost souls. When we picture our own 
ancestors walking those halls—it seems a fate 
too terrible to be contemplated. 

And yet many of our ancestors did inhabit 
various institutions and asylums, sent there for 
a variety of reasons by a variety of authorities. 
Some were unable to care for themselves or 
their families. Some were in trouble with the 
law. Some suffered from poverty, physical or 
mental illness or injury. Some experienced a 
combination of all of the above. They may have 
been committed by local poor boards, 
physicians, or family members. 

Whether institutionalized for a week, a month, a 
year—or their lifetime—our ancestors did leave 
a trail of records which can be a goldmine of 
discovery, and provide answers to many lurking 
questions regarding their fates.

Catherine Ryan Gilbride: From Poverty & 
Tragedy to Danville Asylum
As happens so often in the course of family 
history research Catherine Ryan Gilbride was 
not where she was expected to be. She should 
have been living with her husband Michael 
Gilbride and their young son John Joseph in 
1880. Instead, Michael and son were living with 
his parents, James and Bridget Gilbride, in 
Scranton, Lackawanna County—without 
Catherine. Even more mysteriously, Michael 
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was listed as single. Not widowed, but single.  
Had Catherine died? Had she run off? 

Given the timeframe, the 1880 United States 
Federal Census, Schedules of Defective, 
Dependent, and Delinquent Classes (or “DDD 
Schedule”) could help. This supplemental 
schedule enumerated individuals identified in 
the population schedule as: 

• Insane
• Idiots
• Deaf-mutes
• Blind
• Paupers and Indigent persons
• Homeless children
• Prisoners 2

This schedule included information from 21 
states, including Pennsylvania.3

Census enumerators were instructed to enter 
each person, in the above classes, in the 
regular population schedule, and then a second 
time on the supplemental schedule. So, each 
person named in any of the categories above 
would be enumerated twice.4

Searching for Catherine in the DDD schedule 
yielded a “Cath. Gilbride.” in neighboring 
Montour County, Pennsylvania—living at the 
Danville Insane Asylum. She was noted as 
married, age 22, with a diagnosis of mania. Her 
age and marital status matched known facts 
about her: she was likely born about 1855 and 
had married in 1875.5

Local Family History Center staff located 
Catherine’s death record. She died on 17 
January 1881 at Danville of pneumonia, and 
was buried at Hyde Park (Catholic) Cemetery in 
Scranton.7

The suggestion of a Montour County genealogy 
Facebook group led to Catherine’s patient 
records at the Pennsylvania Archives, where 
her tragedy was more fully revealed: 

• She had a previously unknown second child, 
stillborn in March 1877.8

• She was diagnosed with puerperal mania. 
This disease could “cause once calm women 

to physically and verbally strike out at both 
themselves and those around them. At its 
most severe the disease could result in 
infanticide or suicide. Even at its less extreme 
a woman's behaviour could seem disturbing 
and bizarre, leading to the neglect of her 
child, home and her own body.”9 It is most 
likely now known as puerperal psychosis.

• The Directors of the Poor of Providence (a 
precursor of the Scranton Poor Board) 
committed and supported Catherine while at 
Danville.10

The patient record also included precious 
physical details about Catherine. She was, “of 
less than medium size, of florid complexion & 
auburn hair.”  It chronicled her moods and 
actions, sometimes describing her as “noisy,” 
“singing and crying,” or sitting around the floor 
“moping.” 
It provides a picture that no amount of reading 
between the lines of a census record could 
give.

Armed with these clues with which to continue 
research, a cascade of discoveries followed:

• After Catherine, Michael Gilbride married 
Mary Gallagher in 1885, and with her had 
eight more children after John Joseph.11

• A Gilbride family plot existed in Scranton’s 
Cathedral Cemetery where Michael and many 
of his family are buried.12 However, Catherine 
was not listed in that grave record.

• A cemetery record was uncovered for a plot at 
Cathedral, purchased by Michael, on 21 Jan 
1881.13 The date occurred midway between 
Catherine’s death date of 17 Jan. 1881 and 
her burial at Cathedral Cemetery on 28 Jan. 
1881. She was buried alone, the grave 
unmarked. 

• Catherine and Michael were indigent at the 
time of her committal. The Directors of the 
Poor of Providence were listed as both the 
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committing authority, as well as the payer in 
the account ledgers for Catherine’s room and 
board, clothing, shoes, linens, damages and 
other expenses.

According to Pennsylvania law: “The several 
constituted authorities having care and charge 
of the poor in the respective counties, districts 
and townships of this commonwealth, shall 
have authority to send to the asylum such 
insane paupers, under their charge, as they 
deem proper subjects; and they shall be 
severally chargeable with the expenses of the 
care, and maintenance, and remove to and 
from the asylum of such paupers.” 14 This finally 
answered the question, “Under what authority 
did the Directors of the Poor of Providence 
send Catherine away from her family?” 

Questions as to the exact events leading to 
Catherine’s committal still exist. What exactly 
transpired? What role did Michael Gilbride play: 
was he an instigator, collaborator or innocent 
bystander in her fate?  Still, the discoveries 
open up Catherine’s life in ways never imagined
—and spurs the quest to learn even more 
answers.
__________________________
1 1880 United States Federal Census, Lackawanna County, 
Pennsylvania, population schedule, supervisor district 5, 
enumeration district (ED) 55, page 61B (penned), dwelling 41, 
family 43, line 3, Michael Gillbride in the household of James 
Gillbride; digital image, Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com/
imageviewer/collections/6742/images/4244365-00716 : accessed 
9 March 2021); citing NARA microfilm publication T9, Roll 1138; 
image 6/41.
2 Ancestry, “Source Information,” (https://www.ancestry.com/
search/collections/1634/ ; accessed 7 March 2021).
3 Ibid. 
4 Carroll D. Wright, The history and growth of the United States 
census [1790-1890] prepared for the Senate Committee on the 
Census (Washington : U.S. Govt. Print Office, 1900), 175; digital 
image, HathiTrust (https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/
001885891 : accessed 7 March 2021); citing University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor.
 5 1880 United States Federal Census, Montour County, 
Pennsylvania, Supplemental Schedule N, Supervisor's district 5, 
enumeration district (ED) 193, page 4 (penned), Hospital Danville 
entry for Cath Gilbride; digital image, Ancestry (https://
www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1634/images/
32775_236673-00236? : accessed 9 Feb 2019); citing NARA 
microfilm publication M597, Roll 18, image 37, Washington, D.C. 

1880 United States Federal Census, Montour County, 
Pennsylvania, population schedule, supervisor district 5, 
enumeration district (ED) 193, page 30 (penned), Inhabitants of 
Danville Insane Asylum entry for Catherine Gilbride; digital image, 
FamilySearch (https://tinyurl.com/y5zubx8p : accessed 9 Feb 
2019); citing NARA microfilm publication T9, Roll 1160, image 15.
6 Holy Rosary Church, (Scranton, Luzerne, Pennsylvania), Holy 
Rosary Catholic Church, Marriages 1860-87, p. 212, marriage of 
Michael Gilbride & Catherine Ryan (2 Feb. 1875); digital image, 
"Teresa M. McAndrew Memorial Catholic Record Collection," 
Northeast Pennsylvania Genealogical Society, Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania, supplied to Nancy Gilbride Casey, Tioga, TX.
7 Pennsylvania. Lackawanna County, City of Scranton, City of 
Scranton Department of Public Health, death certificate for 
"Catharine Gilbride," 27 Jan 1881; "Record of deaths, 1878-1905, 
in the city of Scranton, Pennsylvania," digital image, 
FamilySearch, (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/
61903/3:1:3Q9M-C9YG-R95K-X? : accessed 27 Jan 2019); FHL 
film 007700813, image 1411.
8 Catharine Gilbride patient record, 1887-1881, Record Group 23, 
Records of the Department of Public Welfare, Danville State 
Hospital, Female Case Books, Book A, pages 81, birth of stillborn 
child; photocopies supplied by Pennsylvania State Archives, 
Harrisburg, PA to Nancy Gilbride Casey, Tioga, Texas.
9 Lara Marks, “Book Review: Hillary Marland’s, Dangerous 
motherhood: insanity and childbirth in Victorian Britain” 1 Jan 
2006; The National Center for Biotechnology Information (https://
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1369033/ : accessed 7 
March 2021). 
10 Kate Gilbride patient ledger, Record Group 23: Records of the 
Department of Public Welfare, Danville State Hospital, Volume B, 
1879-1882, page 614; photocopy supplied by Pennsylvania State 
Archives, Harrisburg, PA to Nancy Gilbride Casey, Corinth, TX.
11 Holy Rosary Church, (Scranton, Luzerne, Pennsylvania), 
Baptisms and Marriages, Combined Register, 1860-1887, p. 235, 
marriage of Michael Gilbride & Mary Gallagher; digital image, 
"Teresa M. McAndrew Memorial Catholic Record Collection," 
Northeast Pennsylvania Genealogical Society, Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania, supplied to Nancy Gilbride Casey, Tioga, TX.
12 Cathedral Cemetery Office (Scranton, Pennsylvania), plot card 
for deed 2012, Lot 52, S-C, B-1, Mrs. (Mary M. ) Michael Gilbride, 
June 1908. 
 12 Cathedral Cemetery Office (Scranton, Pennsylvania), plot card 
dated 21 Jan 1881, citing Michael Gilbride as purchaser of plot, 
Lot 19, Section 81, Div. 3. The gravesite (viewed by author, 2019) 
is unmarked.
14 Beitel, Calvin Gustavus. A Treatise on the Poor Laws of 
Pennsylvania. (Philadelphia : T. & J.W. Johnson, 1899), 510; 
digital image, GoogleBooks (https://ia800909.us.archive.org/6/
items/atreatiseonpoor00beitgoog/atreatiseonpoor00beitgoog.pdf : 
accessed 8 March 2021): citing New York Public Library, New 
York.
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ANCESTORS IN INSTITUTIONS: TWO CASE STUDIES
Submitted by Nancy Gilbride Casey, with contributions from Christine Hrichak

Karl’s Story: From Industrial Accident to 
Allentown
 
While many families are surprised by a 
discovery that their ancestor was 
institutionalized, the fate of a great grandfather 
was common knowledge to a fellow researcher. 
Her relative Karl was admitted to Allentown 
State Hospital in 1926, though the exact cause 
is still somewhat of a mystery. Details gleaned 
from Allentown’s Patient Population Books and 
Admission Register helped piece together 
Karl's institutional story, which stood in some 
contrast to family stories.In 1926, a friend 
checked Karl into the Allentown hospital. His 
physical condition was listed as "impared," and 
his mental diagnosis was “alcoholic, acute 
hall" (hallucinations?). This was his first 
“attack,” which lasted “14 das” (days).1 By 
contrast, the family story was that Karl was hit 
on the head in an industrial accident which 
caused his disability. Perhaps the truth of the 
matter was somewhere in between the two 
accounts. Allentown’s Admissions Register 
recorded a plethora of patient information, 
including:

• Previous Admission
• Register #
• Identification #
• Year #
• Date of Admission
• Name
• Sex
• Age
• Civil Condition (Marital Status)
• Occupation
• Nativity (State or Country of Origin and full 

birthdate)
• Parent's Nativity (State or Country of Origin)
• Residence: Post Office and County
• # Years in Pennsylvania
• # Years in US
• # Children
• # of Brothers
• # of Sisters

• How Committed (by whom: court, self, friend, 
etc)

• How Supported
• Duration of Attacks
• # of Attacks
• Age at First Attack
• Physical Condition (Impared or Good)
• Insane Relatives
• Alleged Cause
• Mental Diagnosis on Admission
• Mental Diagnosis Revised
• Previous Hospital Residence
• Date of Discharge
• Discharge #
• Condition on Discharge (ex: transferred, 

dead, recovered, etc)
• Remarks 2

While not all the blanks were completed for 
Karl, those which were corroborated many 
previously known facts about him. The Patient 
Populations book did not offer nearly so many 
details, but it did provide Karl's admission and 
discharge information, providing neat bookends 
to his story.3 Karl spent the rest of his life at 
Allentown, dying there in 1963. At the time of 
his committal, he left behind a wife and several 
children, who regularly visited him at Allentown 
through the years. His situation was no mystery
—a known part of their family’s life—even 
though the details of how it occurred were still 
somewhat obscured.4
________________________
1Karl [SURNAME WITHHELD] admission record (1926),Record Group 23, 
Records of the Department ofPublic Welfare, Allentown State 
Hospital,PatientPopulation Books, 1912-1979, np; photocopies supplied by 
Pennsylvania State Archives, Harrisburg, PA to[NAME, ADDRESS 
WITHHELD FOR PRIVACY].
2 Karl [SURNAME WITHHELD] patient record (1926-1963), Record Group 
23, Records of the Department
of Public Welfare, Allentown State Hospital, Admissions Register, 
1912-1974, np ; photocopies supplied
by Pennsylvania State Archives, Harrisburg, PA to [NAME, ADDRESS 
WITHHELD FOR PRIVACY].
3 Karl [SURNAME WITHHELD] admission record (1926),Record Group 23, 
Records of the Department ofPublic Welfare, Danville State 
Hospital,Patient PopulationBooks, 1912-1979, np; photocopies supplied by 
Pennsylvania State Archives, Harrisburg, PA to[NAME, ADDRESS 
WITHHELD FOR PRIVACY].
4 [NAME WITHHELD FOR PRIVACY] email to Nancy Casey,2 March 2021, 
"Follow up," GSP Articles folder, N Casey [ADDRESS FOR PRIVATE USE].
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Sabina O’Malley Ryan: From Jail to 
Hillside Home

Sabina O’Malley Ryan—an Irish immigrant—
lived in Scranton from the late 1870s until her 
death in 1894.
Surprisingly, Sabina’s death certificate held 
clues pointing to her death in an institution. The 
first was the death location at Clarks Summit in 
Lackawanna County, and second, the attending 
physician Ben F. Evans. Sabina was known to 
have resided in Scranton’s north end, so how 
did she die in Clarks Summit? 
The discovery of the following filled in the story:

• A court notice of the pending trial of a 
Sabina Ryan was published in Scranton in 
June of 1894. Interestingly, an Edward Ryan 
was also being tried the same day.1 Sabina 
was known to have a son named Edward.2

• A newspaper article detailed a squabble 
between the Scranton poor directors and 
county officials overpaying for the upkeep of 
a “Sabina Ryan,” and others, at Hillside 
Home.3

• Hillside Home, the county’s refuge for 
indigent and mentally ill, was located in 
Clarks Summit, and was the closest 
institution to Scranton at that time.

• The 1895 pamphlet “Manual of the Scranton 
Poor Board,” found on the Lackawanna, PA 
USGENWeb page listed Ben F. Evans as 
the resident physician of Hillside Home.5

But what was the story behind Sabina’s 
institutionalization? 
Documents from the Pennsylvania Archives 
show that Sabina had been first jailed in the 
Lackawanna County Jail for “making threats” in 
May 1894.6 An examination found her in need 
of treatment, that she had “previously been 
treated at Hillside Home,” and was to be 
released to the institution again.7 The examiner: 
Dr. Ben F. Evans.
Lackawanna County Jail discharge docket held 
by the Lackawanna Historical Society described 
Sabina as a jail inmate: “ a 53-year-old white 
female.” The docket revealed Sabina was 

sentenced on 16 May 1894, and served six 
days, being released on 21 May 1894 and sent 
to Hillside.8 She would not live there long. 
Sabina died at Hillside on 24 July 1894 of 
“apoplexy,” or a stroke.9

Together, these records paint a picture of 
Sabina’s life on the fringes of society, 
impoverished, mentally unstable and in need of 
help, and that society’s answer at the time was 
to remove her to Hillside Home.
____________________________________

1 "Criminal Trial List," The Scranton (Pennsylvania) Republican, 9 
June 1894, p. 3, col. 3, Edward Ryan and Sabina Ryan trial date 
set for June 30, 1894; digital image, Newspapers.com (https://
www.newspapers.com/image/ : accessed 14 Dec. 2020).
2 1880 United States Federal Census, Lackawanna County, 
Pennsylvania, population schedule, supervisor district 5, 
enumeration district (ED) 55, page 31 (penned), p. 74C 
(stamped), dwelling 233, house 246, Edward Ryan, age 21, in the 
household of Sibina Ryan; digital image, Ancestry (https://
www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6742/images/
4244365-00741? : accessed 26 Sept. 2020); citing NARA 
microfilm publication T9, Roll: 1138; image 21 of 41.
3 "The County Won't Pay for the Insane Patients sent to Hillside 
Home by Court," The Tribune (Scranton, Pennsylvania), 16 July 
1894, p. 5, col. 2-3, Sabina Ryan; digital image, Newspapers.com 
(https://www.newspapers.com/image/ : accessed 5 March 2021). 
“The unapproved bills were for the keeping of Peter Frank of 
Dunmore, M. J. Neary of Hyde Park, John Kosack, Patrick 
McGuire and Sabina Ryan of Scranton.”
4 The Asylums Project (https://www.asylumprojects.org/index.php/
Clarks_Summit_State_Hospital : accessed 7 March 2021), 
“Clarks Summit State Hospital,” last rev. 14:47, 25 July 2020.
5 Manual of the Scranton Poor District, (Scranton, Pennsylvania, 
1895), p. 46; digital images:  Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania, 
USGenWeb (https://www.lackawannapagenweb.com/documents/
PoorDistrict1895.html : accessed 2 Nov. 2020).
6 Sabina Ryan patient record, 1894, Record Group 23, Records of 
the Department of Human Services, Committee on Lunacy, 
1883-1921, "Records of Admissions, Discharges and Deaths at 
State Institutions, 1888-1924," Hillside Home, admission of 
Sabina Ryan, 21 May 1894; citing Pennsylvania State Archives, 
Record Group 23, Series 23.348, provided to N Gilbride Casey 
[address for private use], Tioga, TX, November 2020.
7 bid.
8 Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania, "Discharge Description 
Docket, Lackawanna County Prison, 1883-1899,"" County vs. 
Sabania Ryan, making threats, sentenced 16 May 1894 and 
discharged 21 May 1894 to Insane Asylum Hillside; photo 
supplied by Lackawanna Historical Society, Scranton to N 
Gilbride Casey, November 2020.
9 Pennsylvania, Lackawanna County, City of Scranton, 
Department of Public Health, death certificate for Sabina Ryan, 11 
July 1894; "Record of deaths, 1878-1905, in the city of Scranton, 
Pennsylvania," digital image, FamilySearch, (https://
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C9YG-24XH-4?  : 
accessed 24 Sept. 2020), FHL film 007700820, image 1177.
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Tracing Insanity in the Family Tree
Submitted by Valerie J Bieber

Do you have a great grandparent – especially a 
female - who “disappeared” and you can’t find 
them anywhere? Try the county census records 
for your closest State Hospital, aka mental 
institution, but be prepared for what you may 
find. When I began tracing my mother’s 
paternal line, her grandmother Alice just 
seemed to fall off the face of the earth. She was 
married and having babies in 1900, and I knew 
from the marriage and death records of her 
children, that she was still having babies 
through 1905 – but by the 1910 census, she 
had vanished.  Her husband was termed as 
“married” rather than widowed, but Alice wasn’t 
in the household. She didn’t appear to be 
buried with her husband and his second wife 
and I couldn’t locate her in any cemeteries. She 
didn’t appear to be anywhere.  Her husband 
remarried by 1911 – and birthed a baby with the 
second wife on their very wedding day! What?! 
So where was Alice for those 5 years, and why 
did it take Elmer 5 years to remarry when he 
had small children to raise?  

Somewhere along the way in my searching for 
Alice, I found her – in the 1910 census for 
Danville State Hospital. Back to the being 
prepared part… this hit me hard. Knowing she 
and her son died there and that their families 
were so affected in so many ways, was a sad 
thing to face. My mother and I went there 
hoping to get some information, at the very 
least to find out if she was buried in their on-site 
cemetery, only to be turned away because they 
don’t release any information. I obtained her 
death certificate, from the Pennsylvania 
Archives, and learned that she had been 
interred at Pleasant View Cemetery in 
Hughesville, away from her family, and 
apparently with no marker. She died of 
tuberculosis, but what brought her there? How 
long was she there? Was it mental illness? 
What happened?  

These questions plagued me for years and I 
kept wondering how I would ever find the 
answers. And then one day in 2020, I pulled up 
a new post notification on the Montour County 
Genealogy Society’s Facebook page – and 
there was a bright shiny possibility! A woman 
had kindly shared her new knowledge that the 
PA Archives has historical records for the PA 
State Hospitals! I corresponded with her, and 
she shared links with me as well as how she 
made her request and what her findings were.     

I ordered my Alice’s records right away! About 2 
months later, a big manilla envelope arrived. 
Cost – only $15.00. Info included – priceless. 
The record group is RG-23, and I got an 
assortment of documents from The State 
Hospital for the Insane, Danville PA. There 
were a few registers with Alice’s name, county, 
etc., and there were Patient Ledgers recording 
the billing to the county every 13 weeks which 
was paid in cash each 13 weeks. Costs for 13 
weeks ranged from $22.75 to $32.86! But the 
documents of real interest were the Medical 
Statement & Certificate, the Female Admissions 
Register, 1884-1923, and 2 pages of notes on 
Alice’s physical and mental condition from 
admission to death. A goldmine! 

To commit someone, the Medical Statement 
had to be signed by two doctors, and then 
certified by a justice of the peace or judicial 
officer and signed by whomever was going to 
maintain the person – in this case, two 
overseers of the poor. The form requests 
parents, spouses, siblings, residence, 
occupation, age, and when the insanity started. 
Alice’s husband gave a statement that it began 
September 29, 1906. Alice was admitted five 
months later. Elmer’s statement of “the 
circumstances that induce the belief that 
insanity exists” was “Sleeplessness, thinks 
someone is going to kill her, threats to kill other 
people and attempted to kill her child and 
mother-in-law; is obstinate, swears, breaks 
window glass, tears clothing, etc.” Not expected 
traits of a great grandmother, right?  A physical 
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description of her in the case book admission 
notes say she was a slight 5’ 3” woman of 115 
lbs., thin in flesh. I have never seen a photo of 
Alice, but I now know that she had dark brown 
hair, black eyes, and a “brunette” complexion.  

The case book notes let me peek into Alice and 
her family’s world a bit and provided a reason 
for her psychotic break: a miscarriage on 
September 6, 1906. The “insanity” began 
September 29th. On October 29th, the 
Williamsport Sun published that Alice had gone 
to the Williamsport Hospital for a minor 
operation and had jumped out of the window 
and ran down Campbell Street scantily clad! 
She was committed February 2nd at age 29. The 
notes say she was depressed, suspicious, 
afraid. The descriptions sound very much like 
the psychotic break her son had in 1942. His 
diagnosis was paranoid schizophrenic. Her 
diagnosis – Melancholia.  Melancholia is a 
mental condition marked by persistent 
depression and ill-founded fears. It is now a 
subtype of major depressive disorder. Causes 
can be biological or inherited and can be 
triggered by stressful situations. It is 
characterized by fear, loss of appetite, 
insomnia, restlessness, agitation, and sadness. 
And interestingly, a large percentage of the 
women in these records had the same 
diagnosis. The notes give me a timeline of the 
rest of Alice’s brief life.  Her physical condition 
improved, she slept and ate better, but her 
mental condition improved only slightly. But by 
November of 1910, she was ill and failing 
rapidly. She died February 22, 1911, at age 31 
of Phthisis – wasting away due to Tuberculosis. 

The Female Admissions Register, 1884-1923, 
provides so much information. A patient 
assigned a number and they record things like 
the number of previous admissions, date of and 
age at admission, where born and residence, 
by whom they are maintained (for example, 
county commissioners, overseers of the poor), 
single or married and number of children and 
living siblings, occupation, by whom they were 

committed, bodily condition, name and form of 
disorder and its supposed cause and 
complications, duration of stay, date of 
discharge and cause of death (most died there), 
remarks, and very importantly, it names any 
insane relatives. A large percentage of those 
admitted had relatives diagnosed with insanity. 
Overwhelmingly the diagnoses for the women 
were Melancholia and Imbecility. But it’s the 
reasons attributed which are interesting: 
Typhoid Fever, congenital, hereditary, death of 
mother or child, snake bite (?), business 
trouble, domestic trouble, masturbation (!), 
alcohol/narcotics (interestingly I saw only one 
note of this), epilepsy, and menopause.   

Alice had a sister Jane who was also a patient 
at the hospital. I ordered Jane’s records right 
away and they came a few weeks later. My first 
surprise was that my great-grandfather on 
another branch, P.J. Vandine, was the Justice 
of the Peace who certified Jane’s commitment, 
and another friend’s ancestor, Thomas J. Ritter 
was the Overseer of the Poor, who also signed.  
It was a small world… Jane was an “imbecile” 
whose issues became more noticeable upon 
puberty, and she became “more deficient in 
reason” in womanhood. She was admitted on 
June 1,1901, at the age of 27. She was 
eventually discharged in 1918, after 16 years 
there. Her Imbecility was labeled as congenital.
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Have you made interesting discoveries 
about ancestors who were 

institutionalized in Pennsylvania? 

Send your story to editor@genpa.org.
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Researching children sent to 
institutions in Eastern Pennsylvania
Submitted by Bert Stevenson

Children in Eastern Pennsylvania were 
institutionalized when their parents could not 
care for them or when they got into trouble with 
the law. Records on these children are 
challenging to locate. However, a study of these 
facilities can help us understand the lives 
children led while institutionalized and provide 
clues for genealogical research. 

Mid to late 1800s

During this period, Pennsylvania cities 
appointed “Poor Directors” to care for children 
who had no adults to care for them. Many 
Pennsylvania counties and townships had a 
home/cottage hospital/farm where children 
could be sent. Few records survive from the 
early Poor Directors or poor farms. Records 
were often lost or destroyed when the facilities 
were closed.  Most of these institutions had 
burial grounds, but few grave markers remain. 

An example is the Ransom Home and Hospital 
in Luzerne County, PA, 6 miles North of 
Pittston. It operated from 1858 until 1982, when 
the “inmates” were transferred to Allied 
Services Skilled Nursing in Scranton. The farm 
had 267 acres, an orchard, and several brick 
buildings. A chapel and cemetery remain on the 
site, but efforts to locate records have been 
unsuccessful. Other examples of unmarked 
institutional burial grounds are on a “poor farm” 
in Carbon County and the Retreat State 
Hospital in Luzerne County. 

Many children were placed without government 
involvement when a surviving parent or family 
friend gathered the children and “farmed them 
out” to families to be raised. An example is a 
family in Carbon County, Pa. c.1858. When 
their mother died, one child struck out on his 
own. The father and a family friend distributed 
the six remaining children to separate families 

in central Bradford County, Pa. It appears that 
most of the children did not know each other 
despite living a few miles apart. A letter 
addressed to one of the children provided clues 
that led to the identification of all six children.  

Early to Mid 1900s

State, county, and private institutions began to 
expand their size and scope. Some institutions 
initially serving adults with mental conditions 
and/or some physical conditions (e.g., epilepsy) 
expanded their care to neglected/orphaned 
children. Others evolved into schools which 
provided occupational training. Obtaining 
genealogical information for institutions caring 
for children is challenging. 

One example is an ongoing search for the 
records of the United Charities in Wilkes-Barre, 
Luzerne County, PA. It was organized in 1896. 
Anna Bertels was offered and accepted the 
position of Matron and Investigating Officer. Her 
stepson, Arnold Bertels, was the Wilkes-Barre 
Poor Director at the time. Anna opened the 
operation in a single room in the old Raeder 
Hotel. The name and location changed over 
time. Inquires made about records, in person 
and by mail, resulted in several different 
responses: the records were lost in a flood, the 
records were sent to the Smith Building in 
Harrisburg, PA, the records were destroyed. 
The records have not been located; however, 
first matron (Grandma Bertels) was an imposing 
and flamboyant character whose many of 
“exploits” were published in the local 
newspaper, sometimes including the names of 
parents and children. 

Another example is the effort to obtain records 
from the Pennhurst State School. Pennhurst 
opened in 1913 as the Eastern Pennsylvania 
Feeble Minded and Epileptic Institution in 
Spring City, East Vincent Township in Chester 
County, PA. Pennhurst State School was sued, 
in a famous and long running case in federal 
court, by a young man named David Ferleger 
who filed a class action lawsuit in 1974, alleging 
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widespread abuse. The case led to the closing 
of the school. The Supreme Court decision on 
Pennhurst State School v. Hospital v. 
Halderman is an informative source, as are 
websites related to the dispersal of children and 
adults when Pennhurst closed.

A third example is a successful effort to 
discover what happened to a family with ten 
children in the late 1920s when United Charities 
and other officials took charge of a mother and 
her ten children. In the absence of the husband, 
they had been living in a hovel, using a sheet 
for a front door. The mother and the second 
eldest child were sent to the Ransom Home 
and Hospital. The two youngest children were 
placed in a foster home and six of the children 
were sent to the Children’s Home in Wilkes-
Barre, Pa. From there they were transferred to 
the Penhurst School. 

An analysis of available sources on these poor 
home/farms and institutions in Eastern 
Pennsylvania led to information about the 
seven children who were institutionalized. 

• Two of the seven children were illiterate, three 
had an elementary grade education, and two 

had a middle school education. One received 
a high school equivalency diploma. That child 
was transferred from Pennhurst to Elwyn.

• Three married and had children.
•

• Six had jobs (odd jobs laborer, farm hand, 
servant for a private family, attendant at a TB 
sanitarium, manager of a small restaurant, 
and dough cutter in pie factory).

•

• One remained institutionalized for life, later as 
an inmate and in a group home.

•

• All seven children lived their adult lives in 
Eastern Pennsylvania. 

• Some children remained in contact with each 
other after release from Pennhurst and 
established contact with the siblings that were 
not placed in institutions. 

Summary:
Information on children who were 
institutionalized is not abundant. In many 
cases, personal information was never 
recorded or has been destroyed. However, 
research on the history of these facilities 
can lead to genealogical discoveries.  Thus, 
genealogical brick walls can be broken. 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JOIN GSP 

Our mission is to provide leadership and support in promoting genealogy through education,   
preservation, and access to Pennsylvania-related genealogical information. 

Founded in 1892 as a non-profit organization, the Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania (GSP) was 
among the first in the United States to recognize the value of collecting and preserving the vital and 

personal records of those ancestors whose lives now comprise our American History. 

GSP is committed to preserving and publishing previously unpublished primary sources. The continuing 
dedication to this service enables GSP to make an increasingly significant contribution to the cultural life 

of our city, state, and country. 

JOIN GSP 

https://genpa.org/membership/
https://genpa.org/membership/
https://genpa.org/membership/
https://genpa.org/membership/
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FAMILYSEARCH SEPTEMBER SEMINARS 	 	 	

British Isles Research (free)
Saturday, September 18th    Registration

11:00 a.m. EST The British Empire, 1500-1800

11:30 a.m. EST The British Empire, 1800-2000

12:00 p.m. EST Birth, Marriage, and Death    
Records of British Abroad

  1:00 p.m. EST British Naturalization Records

  1:30 p.m. EST Beginning Australian Research

  2:00 p.m. EST Beginning British New Zealand

3:30 a.m. EST Introduction to Jamaican 
Research

  
  4:00 p.m. EST British Caribbean Research in 

Colonial Office Records

  5:00 p.m. EST British East India

  5:30 p.m. EST British South Africa

  6:00 p.m. EST British in the South Seas 

Celebración de familia, día 1 (free)
Friday, September 24th  Registration

4:00 p.m. EST Investigación Genealógica en 
Colombia

5:30 p.m. EST Genealógica en Centroamérica

7:00 p.m. EST Los Registros de 
Migración  

Celebración de familia, día 2 (free)
Saturday, September 25th Registration 

11:00 a.m. EST Los pleitos de hidalguía

12:30 p.m. EST Los registros militares: Un 
tesoro de inforamación a tu alcance

  2:00 p.m. EST Derribando muros de ladrillos: 
Un caso de estudio

  3:15 p.m. EST Los siete Sacramentos de la 
Iglesia Católica en los registros parroquiales 

 4:30 p.m. EST Aventura de evidencia en los 
caminos de Europa

 5:45 p.m. EST El uso de las aplicaciones en 
la investigación genealógica

 7:00 p.m. EST Los recuerdos: Parte esencial 
de nuestra inves 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CHESTER COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Upcoming Zoom Presentations

Saturday, September 18th, 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. EST
The Foundations of Genealogy Research - The Four Elements, the Proof Standard and the 
Necessary Documents, Sidney F. Cruice Dixon
Registration $15

Saturday, September 25th, 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. EST
Genetic Genealogy Quick Start, Shamele Jordan
Registration $15

https://www.chesco.org/4958/Events
https://www.chesco.org/4959/Events
https://www.chesco.org/4958/Events
https://www.chesco.org/4959/Events
https://churchofjesuschrist.zoom.us/webinar/register/4216240196694/WN_rYYqoTvzSr60yPdunbPc0g
https://churchofjesuschrist.zoom.us/webinar/register/7016240211690/WN_hBStPBAoQJmqy8w-Pxdz4w
https://churchofjesuschrist.zoom.us/webinar/register/1816240212404/WN_WCJ0-90jRlGY67P9iEKLTw


July-August-September 2021   Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania Newsletter

LATE SUMMER BOOK SALE IN THE GSP STORE
NEW BOOKS 50% Off

Pennsylvania Civil War Veteran Burials: Volume I: Adams County, 
Perry County

$10.00 $5.00 (new) 

Description
Year: 2000
Pages: 58
Binding: Paperback
ISBN: 1-887099-12-3
Marion F. Egge

The Civil War is a subject of increasing fascination by historians, 
genealogists, and the public, partly due to the ability of many Americans to trace their roots to a 
veteran of the conflict. For this volume, it is not claimed that the burials recorded by the county 
consist of every Civil War soldier, merely those on file at the county office. In addition, these are 
transcriptions of the records from the veterans’ departments and some errors may lie in those 
original records. More information about the veterans is filed at the Department of Veterans 
Affairs.

Military Petitions for Naturalization Filed in the Philadelphia 
[County] District Court

$15.00 $7.50 (new)

Description
Year: 2000
Pages: 56
Binding: Paperback
ISBN: 1-887099-12-3
Jefferson M. Moak

In 1862, the U.S. government, as a reward to the aliens who served in 
the Union forces during the Civil War, allowed these veterans to petition 

for citizenship after receiving an honorable discharge. The five-year residency requirement was 
reduced to one year. Over 950 veterans petitioned the Philadelphia [County] District Court 
between 1862 & 1874, using their military service to satisfy the requirements for citizenship. The 
1862 federal law restricted the use of military service only to those veterans of the land forces. 
However, the clerks in Philadelphia granted citizenship to many vets. of the U.S. Navy & Marine 
Corps. The federal government did not grant non-army veterans the same rights until 1894. This 
index represents 15% of the total number of petitions filed in Philadelphia during this period.
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Back Part of Germantown A Reconstruction

$20.00 $10.00 (new)

Description
Year: 2001
Pages: 90
Binding: Paperback
ISBN: 1-887099-14-X
Hannah Benner Roach

That part of Philadelphia known today as Chestnut Hill, and in the early 
18th century as "the hindermost part" or the "back part" of Germantown Township, includes 
within its boundaries the divisions of Sommerhausen and Crefeld, which formed the 
northernmost section of the original German township as laid out in 1684. It was 20 years or 
more after the first settlement in the lower part of the township before permanent improvements 
were established in Sommerhausen and Crefeld.

This local history includes numerous mentions of individuals, families and events in this 
community during the 18th century. Here is a genealogical sketch of the Michael Schutz family 
of Chestnut Hill using the entire community as backdrop.

Pennsylvania Land Applications Volume 2: New Purchase 
Applications, 1769–1773

$25.00 $12.50 (new)

Description
Year: 2003
Pages: 418
Binding: Hardback
ISBN: 0-9718357-1-3

Often overlooked or ignored by genealogists, records of land 
transactions frequently provide valuable clues to family relationships, social status, and stage of 
life. Land records enable researchers to better understand the lives and communities of their 
ancestors.

The area of PA covered by the New Purchase formed a strip across the State from the SW 
corner to the NE corner. It included all or part of 26 of the 67 present-day counties in PA. At the 
time of the purchase, the new land was annexed to the existing counties of Cumberland, Berks 
and Northampton.

GSP Newsletter - July-August-September 2021       Copyright 2021 GSP         �24

https://genealogical-society-of-pennsylvania.square.site/product/the-back-part-of-germantown-a-reconstruction-by-hannah-benner-roach-editorial-notes-by-jefferson-m-moak/26?cs=true&cst=custom
https://genealogical-society-of-pennsylvania.square.site/product/pennsylvania-land-applications-volume-2-new-purchase-applications-1769-1773/10?cs=true&cst=custom
https://genealogical-society-of-pennsylvania.square.site/product/pennsylvania-land-applications-volume-2-new-purchase-applications-1769-1773/10?cs=true&cst=custom


July-August-September 2021   Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania Newsletter

The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania 
2100 Byberry Road – Suite 111 

      Philadelphia, PA 19116 – 267.686.2296 

Newsle/er	Staff	
Kathryn	Donahue,	Valerie-Anne	Lutz,	Angie	Indik,	Jane	Benner	

GSP	Execu7ve	Board	
President:	Valerie-Anne	Lutz	

1st	Vice-President:	Doug	Mondel	
2nd	Vice-President:	Nancy	C.	Nelson	

Secretary:	Kathryn	Donahue	~	Treasurer:	Frank	Straup	

GSP	Board	of	Directors	
Deb	Malinowski	~	Tina	Lamb	~	Joseph	Roby			
Mary	Phalan	~	Lisa	Minerd		~	Cheryl	VanLeer	

Office	Manager	
Angie	Indik	

=========================================================================================    
      VOLUNTEERS:	GSP	has	a	number	of	volunteer	opportuniIes	at	home,	in	the	office,	or	on	locaIon.	If	you’re											

interested	in	helping,	e-mail	us	at	info@genpa.org	or	editor@genpa.org. 

										GSP	RESEARCH:	GSP	does	not	offer	phone	consultaIons.	We	require	that	all	research	requests	be	in	wriIng.	
Request	Form	–	PDF	Document	

Check	the	Research	page	on	our	website	for	addiIonal	informaIon.	hips://genpa.org/research.	
E-mail	research	requests	to	info@genpa.org.	

				The	GSP	Pennsylvania	Resource	Guides	can	help	answer	where	to	find	great	Pennsylvania	research	sources:		
hips://genpa.org/public-collecIons/pennsylvania-resources.			
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