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PREFACE

Birth records used for this volume of Pennsylvania Births differ
significantly from the earlier volumes in this series. Each of the fifteen
volumes that preceded this one included birth records found in one
county only. This volume of Pennsylvania Births has information found
in three counties, namely Carbon, Monroe and Schuylkill. It is important
to note records were not combined; rather, birth records found in church
registers in the respective counties are maintained here in the counties
where those churches are located.

The counties of Carbon, Monroe and Schuylkill are all situated north
of Kittatinny Mountain and they are contiguous. Settlement commenced
in Monroe County early in the eighteenth-century. Many of those early
families were Dutch who relocated to the area from northern New Jersey
and Kingston, New York.

Later in the eighteenth-century numerous settlers, mostly Germans,
pushed through a series of gaps along the Kittatinny Ridge and
commenced settlement on the north side of the mountain in all three
counties. That settlement was halted due to atrocities committed during
the French and Indian War. After the Revolutionary War settlement
commenced once again.

The purpose of this work is to provide historians with a
comprehensive index to the birth and baptismal records found in early
church registers in these three counties. A variety of sources were used
for this compilation, published works, manuscripts both handwritten and
typed, original records, and copies of original records found on
microfilm. Names and dates for all records were copied verbatim.
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No attempt was made to correct variant spellings of surnames. Some
birth/baptismal records for German congregations were copied from
English translations, and others were transcribed from original records.

Apparent variations within this text occur because early church
records do not adhere to a consistent form. Most churches recorded the
data of birth, in which case that is the date recorded here. But in other
records the recorded date was the day the infant was baptized. Those
dates have been entered here with the notation “bp.”

In several church records the information recorded is the day of the
child’s baptism, along with the child’s age in lieu of a date of birth. In
those instances a calculated date of birth is provided here based on the
child’s age, for example, “ca Jul 1786.”

The format used for each birth record should be fairly obvious.
Following the boldface surname, the first name listed is the child’s given
name. A notation “bp” following the child’s name, as noted above,
signifies that the date following is the date of baptism. Names following
the date of birth or baptism are those of the infant’s father and mother.
The number in the extreme right column identifies the church record
where that birth record can be found—as numbered at the conclusion of
this Preface. A name in parentheses following the mother’s name is the
surname she acquired at birth. Note, however, that every maiden name is
not placed in parentheses. Several pastors entered both the father’s and

the mother’s full names in the record, in which case the mother’s name is

entered here as found. A sample entry including the above listed
possibilities might read:

Date of Birth
Infant or Baptism Father Mother Record
Quick
John bp 10 Apr 1797 Thomas Sally 10
Antje 15 Jun 1810 Hubert Barbara 8
Peter 24 Dec 1776 Tom Mary (Brinck) 14

Question marks and other notations do appear in the text. Most of the
bracketed question marks indicate illegible text. In some instances the
question marks and other notations appear in the typed or handwritten
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transcriptions or in copies of the original document, placed there by the
transcriber or translator to indicate a questionable transcription of
difficult-to-read entries. Other bracketed references designate a record
copied as found, though seemingly incorrect.

Other notations and abbreviations found in the original records
include the designation for twin, shortened here to “tw,” “ill”” for
illegitimate, and “dec’d” for deceased. Although researchers may find
evidence for the birth of twins in some of these church records beyond
those identified by “tw,” the twin designation appears throughout this
text only when found as such in the source record. In several Friend’s
entries researchers may find a number followed by the abbreviation M or
Mo. A typical example could read “10 5m 1820.” M or Mo is an
abbreviation for month. Thus the foregoing entry as found in the original
record would read 10 5™ month 1820.

Another section of this book, labeled Miscellaneous, contains birth

records for persons whose surname was neither unknown nor not easily
identified.

Four additional elements of critical concern to genealogical
researchers must be considered:

First, this book is not offered under the pretense on being a
“complete” Carbon, Monroe and Schuylkill County birth record; it is
complete to the extent records were available in 2005. Records are
missipg or perhaps were never kept for some churches in all three
counties.

Second, boundaries for all three counties have changed since
settlement commenced in the early eighteenth-century. Initially Monroe
and Carbon Counties were included in Northampton County. Schuylkill
County was separated from Berks County. Researchers must remember
that the church records used for this compilation are those records found
within Carbon, Monroe and Schuylkill County boundaries as they exist
in 2005.
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Third, the inclusion of birth and/or baptismal information in this
compilation does not necessarily mean the infants were born in any of
these counties or that their families even lived there.

Fourth, it is important to keep in mind this book is not intended as a
substitute source for Carbon, Monroe and Schuylkill County church
registers; rather it is intended to facilitate access to those records. Family
historians who are able to determine that one or several of their ancestors
were born in Carbon, Monroe and Schuylkill Counties should consult the
original record or a transcription of that record to verify information
obtained from this text and to gather additional information.

Church Records

Carbon County
1. Records of Towamensing Lutheran and Reformed Church,
Towamensing Township; birth records from 1789 are included.

2. Records of Ben Salem Lutheran and Reformed Church, East Penn
Township; birth records from 1802 are included.

3. Records of St. John’s Lutheran and Reformed Church, Lausanne
Township; birth records from 1805 are included.

4. Records of St. Matthew’s Lutheran and Reformed Church, Packer
Township; birth records from 1810 are included.

Monroe County

1. Records of the Dutch Reformed Church, Smithfield Township;
birth records from 1741 are included.

2. Records of the Lutheran and Reformed Congregations in
Hamilton Township; birth records from 1752 are included.
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3. Records of the Lutheran and Reformed Congregations in Lower
Smithfield Township; birth records from 1787 are included.

4. Records of the Stroudsburg Monthly Meeting; birth records from
1735 are included.

5. Records of the Lutheran and Reformed Congregations at Gilbert
in Chestnuthill Township; birth records from 1806 are included.

Schuylkill County

1. Records of Zion Lutheran Church, also known as “Old Red
Church,” Orwigsburg, West Brunswick Township; birth records from
1755 are included.

2. Records of “Hetzel’s” Lutheran Church, Pine Grove Township;
birth records from 1783 are included.

3. Records of St. Paul’s Lutheran and Reformed Church, also known
as “Summer Hill” Church, Mannheim Township; birth records from
1786 are included.

4. Records of St. John’s Lutheran and Reformed Church,
Friedensburg, Wayne Township; birth records from 1794 are
included.

5. Records of St. Jacob’s Lutheran Church, Pine Grove Township;
birth records from 1781 are included.

6. Records of St. Paul’s Lutheran and Reformed Church also known
as “White Church,” Ringtown, Union Township; birth records from
1810 are included.

7. Records of St. Peter’s Lutheran and Reformed Church, Pine
Grove, Pine Grove Township; birth records from 1800 are included.

8. Records of St. John’s Lutheran and Reformed Church, Tamaqua,
Rahn Township; birth records from 1819 are included.
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9. Records of Frieden’s Lutheran and Reformed Church,
Norwegian, Branch Township; birth records from 1811 are included.

10. Records of Frieden’s Lutheran and Reformed Church, near New
Ringgold, West Brunswick Township; birth records form 1799 are
included.

11. Records of Zion Reformed Church, West Brunswick Township;
birth records from 1794 are included.
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