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A Message from the 
President 

We are heading into summer when many 

genealogists go on genealogy road trips in 

search for ancestors. It can be a wonderful time 

to visit towns and regions in which your ancestor 

lived, cemeteries where they remain 

memorialized, libraries and archives or to locate 

and visit living relatives you have discovered 

through traditional and DNA research. There is 

nothing more stirring than standing on a Civil 

War battlefield and remembering what your 

ancestor said in his pension application about 

his role there or exploring the coal mining region 

and learning what life was like for an ancestor 

who worked in the mines.  

There are countless theme museums like those 

devoted to the railroad industry, ethnicity, and a 

particular era in our nation’s history. There is so 

much to visit this summer that can help you 

better understand those who have lived before 

you and can  help you appreciate what they 

experienced in life before turning the world over 

to you. Enjoy your summer adventure! 

 

Carol M. Sheaffer MD, President 

The GSP online newsletter 

We look forward to keeping you informed by 

giving you dates and times of upcoming events, 

answering questions and being a source of 

information to our membership.   

 

Upcoming Events 

GSP 2019 Events 

GSP will host two lunch events each month – 

ROOTS and ROOTS FOCUS. Both are 

designed to allow researchers to discuss 

genealogy over brown bagging lunch. ROOTS 

will be an opportunity to discuss all questions 

with each other and share research, artifacts, 

photos and questions. ROOTS FOCUS will 

offer an opportunity to discuss a specific topic. 

Participants need to register in advance as 

space is limited. Participants are also asked to 

bring their own lunch, however, GSP will 

provide coffee, tea, and dessert. 

Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania 

2100 Byberry Road, Suite 111 

Philadelphia, PA 19116 -  

267.686.2296    gsp.deborah@gmail.com 

 

REGISTRATION 

GSP Members Free; GSP Non-Members $5   
Advance Registration Required Due to Space 
Limitations. 

 
EMAIL to Register: info@genpa.org 
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Ulster Conference Surname 

Exchange 

As readers may recall, this year’s Ulster 

Conference on March 10th offered an added 

attraction. Each person attending had the 

opportunity to complete an Irish Surname 

Exchange Index Card and post it for that day 

with the hope that another attendee might have 

information that would be helpful. 

Additionally, those who completed the cards 

could also give permission to print the 

information in the GSP Newsletter. Submitted 

queries have appeared in the past two issues of 

the newsletter, minus the name of the submitter. 

The last of the Ulster Surname Exchange 

queries are printed below.  Should readers wish 

to contact the submitter, they may send their 

name and email address to editor@genpa.org 

and your information will be sent to the submitter 

who can then contact the reader directly.   

1. George and Esther (daughter of Thomas 

and Esther Ingraham) Higgenson arrived 

Philadelphia 1817 from Antrim 

2. Charles Moore born c.1800 Ireland, 

William Liggett born c.1795 PA, Alexander 

Liggett born c. 1770 PA.  All were 

Allegheny County residents. 

3. Robert McFadden, born Ireland. Grocer in 

Philadelphia. 1822 

4. William McGraw or any other McGraws 

from Donegal, Coleraine, Antrim, Cavan 

5. Faughner/Faulkner and McCollum from 

Fivemiletown, Townland Rahorad, County 

Tyrone 

(Continued on page 3) 

Thursday, 13 June 2019 ~  12 PM -2 PM 

ROOTS: Bring Your Ancestor to Lunch 

Open Discussion of research topics, 

frustrations, successes,  

 

Led by Carol M. Sheaffer at GSP Office 

Bring Your Lunch-Coffee and Dessert Provided 

 

Saturday, 15 JUNE 2019 10 AM - 11:30 AM 

DNA SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP 

DNA Discussion:  

DNA Testing and Genealogical Research 

 

Saturday, 15 JUNE  2019  12 PM-2 PM   

PRE-PRO SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP 

 

Tuesday, 18 JUNE 2019 1:30 PM-3:00 PM  

Philadelphia Research Special Interest Group 

 

Thursday, 27 JUNE 2019 12 PM-2 PM  

ROOTS FOCUS:  Philadelphia Research 

Topic: Unique Discoveries 

 

Led by Carol M. Sheaffer  

Bring Your Lunch, Coffee and Dessert Provided 

Exploring Your Family History 

The course is 4 Sunday Sessions 

 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

1. July 21, 2019 

2. July 28, 2019 

3. August 4, 2019 

4. August 11, 2019 

For more information: EVENTS 

(Continued from page 1) 

https://genpa.org/events/
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6. Legg/Legge County Antrim. May be related to William Legge, Earl of Dartmouth. 

7. Gillis – County Tyrone (Dungannon); Egan - County Tipperary;  O’Reilly -County Cavan 

(Ballentemple) 

8. Drennen (Drennon Drennan, Drinon, Drenning)  James Snee – County Mayo, Swinefool, 

Kilkelly 

9. James Lafferty m. Sarah Garrett, son Horace; Philadelphia , mid 1850s  Lowman/Lorman – 

Cecil Co Maryland and Philadelphia 1700s 

10. Farrell McNamee born c. 1820 Ireland; died 20 April 1895 Monroe , Middlesex Co, NJ   Married 

Ellen Connelly, born 1827 Ireland 

11. Kain/Kaen/Cane/Caen from Bladeady, Castlebar, Mayo 

12. Kilpatrick brothers, presumably Presbyterian and  from County Armaugh, came to NY State    

1700s 

13. Daniel McConigley, father of John, born 1788 and died 1869. Lived in Corey, Townland  

Fanad, County Donegal. 

14. Henry J. Donahue, born 1830 Ireland, died 14 Dec 1890 Philadelphia, PA. Wife Catherine 

Stewart. Daughter Mary V., born 12 Dec 1860, Philadelphia, PA and died there 18 March 1917.  

Married Michael F. Quinn born 6 November 1858 and died there 2 April 1929. Resided in 

Philadelphia at 2535 Christian Street. Parents of Michael F. Quinn: Felix Quinn and Catherine 

O’Toole, both born either Ireland or PA. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: Now that all queries submitted at the Ulster Conference have been printed, the 

newsletter will now accept queries from all readers regarding Pennsylvania ancestors of any ethnicity. 

Queries should be brief, specifying an individual or family, origin of same and PA residence if known 

with actual or approximate dates for vital information.   

For example: Seeking information on Johann Schmidt, born Germany 1720, arrived Philadelphia 1750, 

married Anna Maria???? c 1745. Daughter Anna Catherine married Johann  Rudy 1765. 

Send queries to editor@genpa.org  
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 3 Important Steps Before Your Next Research Trip 

Our time spent researching is precious. Many of us have only a small amount of time to dedicate to 

searching for our ancestors online, let alone in a repository. There are many reasons why researching in 

person can be more difficult than online and home in your pajamas. The hours, or lack thereof, and 

location of a repository are two of the main reasons. However, it is absolutely necessary to get out to 

libraries, archives, genealogical societies, and more which will have materials that you will not be able to 

find online no matter how hard or long you look. There are some important steps which I think will help 

anyone considering making a research trip: everything from a quick trip to your local library to a month-

long journey to another part of the world.  

 

#1 – Do your research before you research! 

 I cannot stress how important this first step is. Sometimes I spend more time researching before I go to 

a repository than I do at the actual repository. You need to check when the place you are visiting is open. 

Are the hours they have posted on their website current? Do they pertain for the day(s) you will be there? 

Are there any major events happening either at this repository or in the area at the same time that would 

affect your visit? These are just a few of the questions you need to consider.  

 Another part of doing your research beforehand is to look at the repository’s website, online catalog, 

finding aids, digital collections, and anything else that may be pertinent. It would be a waste of your time 

and money to go somewhere only to find out that the collection you wanted to look at is on loan to 

another institution or is already part of their digital collections. Make sure you are going to the right 

repository to begin with. Is what you want at the National Archives I in Washington D.C. or the National 

Archives II in Maryland? Maybe what you want could even be at one of the regional archives branches or 

at the National Military Personnel Records Center in St. Louis. It would be a very good idea to check 

before you make the trek to Washington D.C. for nothing.  

 

#2 - Help out the librarian/archivist and yourself at the same time! 

 It really doesn’t matter the size of the repository you are going to. You can bet that the staff there is 

underpaid and overworked, but they still want to help. You have to meet them halfway, though. I have 

found that it not only helps the staff, but me as well, if I am able to contact the repository ahead of time. 

No more than a few days before my arrival, I email a list of items I want pulled from their closed stacks or 

vaults. This way, the staff can do this work when they want and the items will be waiting for me when I 

arrive. I was able to take advantage of this on a trip to the Phillips Library in Rowley, Massachusetts a 

couple of weeks ago. Everything was waiting on a cart when I arrived. I went through the items one by 

one. I did need a few other documents pulled after I had viewed some of the other materials, but the staff 

was very happy to oblige me. It also helped that I brought a small bag of individually wrapped chocolates 

to give to the staff (Thanks to a kind friend for the tip!). 
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#3 – Pack light! 

 I am notorious for bringing too much with me on a trip. However, most libraries and archives have 

very strict rules about the items they do and do not allow in to their reading rooms. Usually a laptop, 

cell phone, paper, and a pencil are the extent of what is allowed. Some places do let you bring in a 

flash drive. Also, extra clothing like coats and jackets are usually not allowed, so you need to dress 

appropriately. Sweaters usually are allowed, however. It might be a good idea to bring one, 

especially if you tend to get cold in air conditioning. Some repositories tend to be cool because of 

the need to preserve documents and artifacts. Food can also be an issue. I tend to eat a heavy 

breakfast and then try to work until the library closes. It is a good idea to find out if there is a lunch 

option in the building or nearby. Packing light is also important especially if you will be walking or 

taking public transportation anywhere to get to where you need to go. I don’t know about you, but I 

would much rather walk down the street in the middle of summer with a bag weighing only a couple 

of pounds versus a bag weighing five times that much. Please be sure to pack any necessities like 

medications, though. It is worth the extra weight to be healthy and safe. 

 

These are only three out of many steps you should take before embarking on a research trip. The 

three I listed above have helped me the most. I hope if any of you go on any interesting research 

trips or have any suggestions to help your fellow GSP members, you will let us know. We would 

love to publish an article about an amazing genealogical discovery in a future newsletter!  

 

Joseph Roby – GSP Board Member & Copy Editor 
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GSP volunteer projects 

GSP is fortunate to have dedicated volunteers without whom it would not be possible to complete our 

many ongoing projects.   Digitizing data, taking inventory, hosting events, and proofreading are just a 

sample of how GSP volunteers contribute.   

Examples of ongoing, proposed, and completed volunteer projects: 

• Home review of the Berryman Collection 

• Develop a list of Pennsylvania libraries, by county 

• Assist with the current GSP library project 

• OCR scan data collections for website 

• Extract and compile PGM articles for publication  

• Creating a Philadelphia Resource Guide 

• Scanning of Early Member Records, completion on-site 

• Facility organization and inventory 

• Formation of Pennsylvania Counties, in process 

• Contributions to the GSP newsletter.  Stories about brick walls, funny or unusual stories, 

surprise or revealing research finds 

• GSP presentations in the office or in the field 

We enjoy working with our volunteers and we are becoming a community.  Being a GSP volunteer is 

an opportunity to meet or virtually connect with others who share the same enthusiasm for family his-

tory research.  We welcome new ideas and contributions and look forward to hearing your ideas.  

Request a volunteer form by emailing info@genpa.org or call the office, 267.686.2296. 

Send newsletter contributions to editor@genpa.org.   

Newsletter contributions are accepted in plain text format with sources, if any, listed at the end, no 

footnotes. 

Nancy Janyszeski, Treasurer 

mailto:info@genpa.org?subject=Volunteering-%20June%202019%20Newsletter
mailto:editor@genpa.org?subject=Newsletter%20Contribution
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Pennsylvania Featured County - BUCKS COUNTY 

Pennsylvania became a state December 12, 1787. There are 67 counties and 2561 municipalities. Blair 

County was established on February 26, 1846 from parts of Huntingdon and Bedford Counties. The 

county seat is Hollidaysburg.  

Prominent People: William Penn, Pearl S. Buck, Pink (Alecia Moore), Oscar Hammerstein III, Henry 

Mercer, Stan and Jan Berenstain, Rembrandt Peale, Troy Vincent, James Franklin, Jamie Moyer, Justin 

Pugh, Margaret Mead, Dorothy Parker, Ezra Stone, Sara Seegar, Jose Garces, Asher Roth, William 

Darke, Ralph Stover   

Microfilm copies of county records along with the tools to help research county records are available at 
the Pennsylvania State Archives - PHMC > Archives > Research Online >  County and Municipal 
Records (under Genealogy) 

Finding Family and Historical Records in Bucks County 

I. Register of Wills & Orphan's Court: http://www.buckscounty.org/government/RowOfficers/
RegisterofWills 

II.  Family Search Wiki on Bucks County: https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/
Bucks_County,_Pennsylvania_Genealogy 

III. Bucks County Historical Society:  https://www.mercermuseum.org/ 

IV. Bucks County Genealogical Society: https://www.bucksgen.org/ 

V. The History of Bucks County, Pennsylvania: from the Discovery of the Delaware to the present time 
(1876) by Davis, W.W.H. (free eBook):  https://archive.org/details/historyofbucksco00davi_0 

VI. A Collection of Papers Read Before the Bucks County Historical Society Vol. 1 (1908) (free eBook): 
https://archive.org/details/collectionofpape01buck_0 

VII.  A Collection of Papers Read Before the Bucks County Historical Society Vol. 2 (1908) (free 
eBook): https://archive.org/details/collectionofpape02buck_0 

VIII. A Genealogical and Personal History of Bucks County, Pennsylvania by William W.H. Davis (free 
eBook): https://books.google.com/books?isbn=0806306416 

IX. Early Friends Families of Upper Bucks, with Some Account of Their Descendants by Clarence V. 
Roberts (free eBook):  https://books.google.com/books?isbn=0806306688 

X.. Chronology of Pennsylvania Counties: http://buckscountyhistory.com/chronological.htm 

XI. Pennsylvania Resource Guides: https://genpa.org/public-%20collections/pennsylvania-%20resources/   

https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-Online/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.buckscounty.org/government/RowOfficers/RegisterofWills
http://www.buckscounty.org/government/RowOfficers/RegisterofWills
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Bucks_County,_Pennsylvania_Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Bucks_County,_Pennsylvania_Genealogy
https://www.mercermuseum.org/
https://www.bucksgen.org/
https://archive.org/details/historyofbucksco00davi_0
https://archive.org/details/collectionofpape01buck_0
https://archive.org/details/collectionofpape02buck_0
https://books.google.com/books?isbn=0806306416
https://books.google.com/books?isbn=0806306688
http://buckscountyhistory.com/chronological.htm
https://genpa.org/public-%20collections/pennsylvania-%20resources/
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DNA CORNER 

We held our monthly DNA and Pre-Professional Genealogist special interest groups on May 18, 2019.  

The DNA SIG discussed the topic of encouraging relatives to take a DNA test. In order to get family 

members interested, it was suggested to draw them in with traditional genealogy first. If they are not 

aware of your enthusiasm (or maybe obsession!) for family history, let them know! Show them your family 

tree, tell them the stories you have learned, and present them pictures of your shared ancestors. If they 

get hooked, it probably wouldn't take much to persuade them to take a DNA test.  

There was one SIG participant, however, who had concerns about asking relatives to take a DNA test. 

She suspected a possible misattributed parentage, and if it were true, she feared the results may upset 

some of the older living relatives. The advice she was given by the group is as follows: 

Buy the DNA kit for some relatives and don't reveal any inkling of a misattributed parentage. Get 

them curious about the ethnic portion of the results and explain how their DNA results will help 

build your tree. Those who aren't interested in genealogy most likely won't look at their shared 

DNA connections. This was the experience of those at the SIG who succeeded in getting their 

relatives to test. 

Ask cousins that you're close to if they will take the test, particularly the ones that won't be affected 

by any surprising results. 

Try using the CeCe Moore method of finding relatives using DNA test results. Examine your DNA 

matches and concentrate on the matches that you can't attribute to anyone in your own family 

tree.  Instead of traditional genealogy, where you start from the current generation and move 

back from one generation to the next ancestral one, try working on a tree backwards. Observe 

the ancestors found in the online trees of your DNA matches (but confirm they are right!) and use 

obituaries, Google, social media etc. to work out the identities of their descendants. See if you 

can make connections to your own known family members. Did they live in the same town, 

perhaps, as your targeted person being researched? 

Were you successful in asking relatives to take a DNA test? Do you have any advice dealing with 

misattributed parentage found in the DNA results? We welcome your feedback.     

Philadelphia Research SIG 

The newest of our Special Interest Groups   - Philadelphia Research - met for the first time in May.  There 

are multiple repositories in and close to Philadelphia, each with holdings of use to genealogical research-

ers.  Researchers may not be aware of those holdings, especially those that are “hidden.” 

The group plans to discuss as well as actively visit such facilities in order to learn about those holdings 

and help each use them effectively.  The group will meet monthly. See GSP Events listing for dates. 

 

Carol M. Sheaffer 
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PrePro Special interest Group  

The Pre-Professional Genealogist Special Interest Group discussed Chapters 3 & 4 in Thomas W. 

Jones's book Mastering Genealogical Proof. 

 

1.      For Chapter 3, we discussed what exhaustive research means for professional genealogists. 

It was reiterated that we must have at least two completely separate pieces of evidence in agreement 

as a part of our research. There were questions about how we handle several documents with 

conflicting information. The example brought up was about age discrepancies in military records. We 

talked about how people commonly lied about their age regarding joining the military, and that we 

should seek out baptismal or birth records to get a better assessment of when the person may have 

been born.    

 It was suggested that Thomas Jones's book should include instruct the reader on the history 

regarding the area and time period for exhaustive research. It would put our research subject in the 

proper context. 

2.      For Chapter 4, we discussed the topic of citations. 

There was a question about the difference between published and unpublished microfilm, and how 

that's used in citations. Microfilm in itself isn't considered published unless it is scanned to be put 

online or in a book. 

 Zotero and Legacy software were recommended to help create citations, which wasn't noted in the 

book. 

 https://www.zotero.org/ 

 https://legacyfamilytree.com/TourSources-SourceWriter.asp 

 

It was observed that Elizabeth Shown Mills and Thomas W. Jones have different approaches to 

citations. 

  

The importance of documenting negative findings as well as positive ones in our citations was 

discussed. We agreed that we need to show our client every source we looked at to demonstrate 

exhaustive research. One member of the group said we should put our negative findings in the 

appendix for the client. Another person said if we are creating a portfolio, we need to put both our 

negative and positive findings in the footnotes at the bottom of the page.   

  

The group agreed to read Ch.5 & 6 of Mastering Genealogical Proof for our next meeting on June 

15th. 

 

Angie Indik - 2nd Vice President and Copy Editor 
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Share your Research  or 
Family History Story 

 
Briefly share amusing, touching, 

unusual, interesting or tragic stories 

you have unearthed in your family 

research -Submit your story in plain 

text to editor@genpa.org 

Q&A 

Do you have questions about 

Pennsylvania genealogy? We have 

answers! For example, we can answer 

questions such as “Where\How can I 

find marriage license records?” or “When 

did Pennsylvania start recording birth 

certificates?” We’ll feature the question 

and answer in the newsletter. Submit 

your questions (not family specific 

research) to: editor@genpa.org  

The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania is pleased to 
announce the following additions to our online collections  

• Blockley Baptist Church Pastor’s Pocket Record Books 

• 4 volumes covering 1914-1941 

• Joseph W. Hambleton Remembrances 1896, 1897 

• Descendants of James Hambleton of Bucks County Pennsylvania who died in 1751 with 

mention of other Hambletons, in England and America. - Public Collections 

• Der Bauernfreund Marriages 1832-1851 

• Der Bauernfreund (“the farmer’s friend”) a German-language weekly newspaper founded in 

Sumneytown, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, in 1828. The collection includes marriages 

published in issues from August 1832 to December 31, 1845, courtesy of the Montgomery 

County (Pa.) Historical Society. 

Mark your Calendars 

Ulster Historical Society is returning Sunday March 15, 2020. 

mailto:editor@genpa.org?subject=GSP_Newsletter
mailto:editor@genpa.org?subject=GSP_Newsletter
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The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania   

2100 Byberry Road—Suite 111 

Philadelphia PA 19116 267.686.2296  

editor@genpa.org     JOIN GSP 

The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania   

2100 Byberry Road—Suite 111 

Philadelphia PA 19116 267.686.2296  

editor@genpa.org     JOIN GSP 

GSP has a number of volunteer opportunities at home, in the office or on location. 

E-mail at gsp.deborah@gmail.com  or  editor@genpa.org    or   call the office   267-686-2296  

Newsletter: Joseph Roby, Angie Indik-Copy Editors, Nancy Janyszeski, Carol M. Sheaffer 

GSP RESEARCH 

GSP does not offer phone consultations.  We require that all research requests be in writing.  Request 

Form –  PDF Document  

Check the Research page on our website for additional information.  https://genpa.org/research/ 

E-mail research requests to info@genpa.org 

The GSP Pennsylvania Resource Guides can help answer where to find great Pennsylvania 

research sources.   

https://genpa.org/public-collections/pennsylvania-resources/ 

GSP Executive Board 

President: Carol M. Sheaffer MD ~ Vice-President: Nancy C Nelson ~ 2nd Vice President: Angie Indik 

Secretary: Valerie Lutz ~ Treasurer: Nancy Janyszeski 

GSP Board  

 Doug Mondel  ~  Deborah Coombe  ~  Norman Douglas Nicol, PhD    

Jane Benner  ~  Frank Straup  ~  Joseph Roby 

 

mailto:info@genpa.org?subject=Inquiry%20from%20newsletter
https://genpa.org/membership-login/join/
mailto:info@genpa.org?subject=Inquiry%20from%20newsletter
https://genpa.org/membership-login/join/
mailto:gsp.deborah@gmail.com
mailto:editor@genpa.org?subject=GSP_Newsletter
https://genpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/RESEARCH-REQUEST-FORM_2018-08-1.pdf
https://genpa.org/research/
mailto:INFO@GENPA.ORG?subject=Research%20Request%20-%20
https://genpa.org/public-collections/pennsylvania-resources/

