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MESSAGE FROM GSP’S PRESIDENT

As we begin a busy holiday season, please join us in welcoming
our newest GSP board member, Deborah Hoskins, who joins us
following a four-year term as treasurer of the National
Genealogical Society (page 2).

Deborah will fill the unexpired term of board member Joseph
Roby, who resigned in August after two years on the board, during
which he worked with GSP’s newsletter and program committees
and served as interim programs chair. We thank Joseph for his
work with GSP and wish him well with his future endeavors.

Read more about new GSP member benefits to help with your
family history research during the holidays, including access to
Pennsylvania newspapers on NewspaperArchive and a discount on
Goldie May software for organizing your research (page 3).

We have several events on the schedule for December, including
“Researching at the Free Library of Philadelphia” with Marija
Gudauskas on December 1, the GSP fall conference “"Germans!
Germans! Germans!” (featuring GSP’s own Jim Beidler) on
December 10, and our Third Thursday program “"What’s New at
FamilySearch and the Family History Library" with David Rencher
of FamilySearch on December 15 (pages 3, 4, 6, and 13).

During pre- and post-holiday cleaning, think twice before throwing
away old greeting cards. Check the cards and envelopes for useful
information, including addresses, family relationships, and news of
family events. Nancy Nelson provides an example of a greeting
card that included the only known record of a family marriage

(page 5).

If your research includes land records, be sure to watch Kimberly
Powell’s two-part program “Where Did Your Ancestor Live?
Researching and Platting Land in Pennsylvania,” available free to
GSP members (page 7). And if you missed “How to Navigate the
Pennsylvania State Archives’ Online Resources,” follow the link on
page 7 to view it now.

If you have roots in Lebanon County, see our County Spotlight
with information about Lebanon County and where to find records

(page 8).
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FamilySearch has records from throughout the U.S. and the world, all freely searchable
with a FamilySearch account, with most freely viewable as well. If you haven’t used this
amazing resource or need a refresher, learn more on page 9. If you live in Pennsylvania
but are not close enough to GSP to use our FamilySearch Affiliate Library, check the list
of FamilySearch Affiliate Libraries in Pennsylvania by zip code on pages 9 and 10 for
locations near you.

Learn more about GSP’s newest public resource, the African American Family History
Resource page (page 11) and Diahan Southard’s new PBS program Your DNA Secrets
Revealed (page 12). And check out the latest books available for sale on page 14. These
are always popular, so get them while you can!

Thanks so much to all of you for your support of GSP through membership, donations,
volunteering, attending programs, and letting your friends and family know about GSP.

We wish all of you a happy and healthy holiday season!

Valerie-Anne Lutz, Board President

GSP WELCOMES NEW BOARD MEMBER DEBORAH HOSKINS

Deborah Lebo Hoskins wrote her first family history in
the fifth grade as a requirement for her social studies
class. Her interest in genealogy was sparked when she
cleaned out her mother’s attic in 2009 and found many
original genealogical documents. She is her family’s
historian, and her current focus is on a surname study of
her mother’s maternal line beginning in the mid-1700s.

She has attended many NGS annual conferences,

classes at GRIP, IGHR, and SLIG, and has taken part in

the Mastering Genealogical Proof and Mastering

Genealogical Documentation online classes and an

NGSQ study group. A 2015 graduate of the NGS Home Study Course, Hoskins completed
the Boston University Certificate in Genealogical Research Program in May 2016 and the
APG ProGen Study Group in November 2017.

Hoskins was the Treasurer for the National Genealogical Society from 2018-2022.

She retired as vice president of finance for Hunterdon Healthcare System in Flemington,
NJ in July 2018. She is a Fellow in the American College of Healthcare Executives and the
Healthcare Financial Management Association. She received a BS in accounting from
Elizabethtown College Pennsylvania and a master’s degree in public administration from
Penn State University and currently holds a New Jersey and Pennsylvania CPA license.
She and her husband currently reside in Pennsylvania but have become “snowbirds,”
wintering in Florida.
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GSP 2022 FALL SEMINAR

Saturday, December 10, 2022
9:00 am - 12:30 pm, EST

James M. Beidler, presents
Germans, Germans, Germans!

Registration

Top Methodologies, Record Groups for Germans

What are the top methodologies for researching German ancestors? What are the most helpful
types of records and documents and where do you find them on- and off-line? This presentation
provides beginners with the answers and seasoned researchers with a way of double-checking
their work!

De-Garbling Places and Surnames with Phonetics

One of the greatest challenges of German genealogy is dealing with spelling variants of surnames
and place names. Learn about the tools for dealing with these variants to find the most authentic
versions of surnames and find previously unfindable places.

German Church Records, On- and Off-line

No genealogist with German-speaking ancestors avoids using church records, and the good news
is that many more of them are coming online in digital form. It's important, however, to know
whether you're looking at originals, duplicates, or extracts from these records - this presentation
will explain the differences.

Goldie May

Do you need help in organizing your research? You're not alone! In a recent GSP special
presentation "The Why and How of Keeping a Research Log," we learned more about
Goldie May, which helps researchers to organize their materials.

If you missed the program, you can learn more about it and watch a three-minute demo
on the Goldie May website, where you can also download a free version of Goldie May.

Newspaper Archive

Newspapers can provide the "missing link" to fill in gaps in our family histories. One of
the major subscription sites for accessing newspapers is NewspaperArchive.com. GSP

members now have free access to all Pennsylvania newspapers on NewspaperArchive.

Visit the NewspaperArchive Pennsylvania Collection while logged into the GSP website as
a GSP member. You'll be taken directly to the page - no need for an additional login. All
newspapers are fully searchable.
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UPCOMING VIRTUAL EVENTS

Event times are Eastern Time
Time Zone Converter

The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania

Researching Genealogy at the Free Library of Philadelphia
Thursday, December 15, 7:00 pm

Germans! Germans! Germans!
James Beidler
Saturday, December 10™, 9:00 am

What's New at FamilySearch and the Family History Library
David Rencher
Thursday, December 15%, 7:00 pm

Bucks County Genealogical Society
$5 members/$10 non-members

That First Trip to the Courthouse
Judy Russell

Saturday, December 3% 10:00 am

Centre County Genealogical Society

Goldie May Software
Richard K. Miller
Thursday, December 1, 7:00 pm

Genealogy Quick Start TV
Hosted on Facebook and YouTube by Shamele Jordon

Legacy Family Tree Webinars

Creating a DNA plan for Geoff’'s brick wall
Diahan Southard
Wednesday, December 7t, 2:00 pm,

Designing with Canva for Your Genealogy, Society, or Business
Colleen Robledo Greene, MLIS
Wednesday, December 215, 2:00 pm

North Hills Genealogists Meeting

I Have a Civil War Ancestor...Now What?
Brian Rhinehart
Monday, January 16™, 6:45 pm

Have an upcoming Pennsylvania related genealogy event you would
like to advertise in the GSP newsletter?

Contact us at editor@genpa.org.
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Using old greeting cards for family research

Most of us have a box of old greeting
cards that were just too pretty to throw
away, or that contained useful
handwritten information. I found a box of
50t anniversary cards when we were
cleaning out my grandparents’ house;
they were married for over 65 years.
Usually we save - for a while, at least -
graduation cards, wedding cards, and
even special birthday cards. My great-
Aunt Linie died early in December the
year I turned four. She had already
addressed Christmas cards for us
children, and my mother saved mine. I
still have it.

In the days before Facebook, email, and
unlimited calling and texting, there were
distant relatives who only communicated
at Christmas time.

A Christmas card might include news of
a new baby, a wedding in the family, or

a new address. It might even mention
the death of a relative. This is news that
we get instantly now, over our morning
coffee, but earlier generations might
finally be getting information that was
months old.

I have a friend who has never found the
official record of her parents’ marriage.
Her mother was a nurse working in a
Washington DC hospital; her father was
an army officer. The marriage could have
taken place in Washington, or in any of
several nearby states. The only proof
that she has is a Christmas card that the
newly married couple mailed to a
relative, stating their marriage date. She
treasures the card and its envelope with
the postmarked date. Even now in the
215t century, some family records are
only available “the old-fashioned way.”

—Nancy Cassada Nelson, GSP Board Member & First Families Chair

FFP is a lineage society open to any GSP member who can prove descent from a resident of what
is now Pennsylvania during the time periods listed below:

e Colony and Commonwealth: 1638-1790
¢ Keystone and Cornerstone: 1791-1865
e Pennsylvania Proud: 1866-1900

To submit an FFP application,

you must be a current member of GSP.

GSP is seeking volunteers
to assist with the processing of FFP applications.

Contact us at info@genpa.org for more information on
volunteer opportunities with First Families of Pennsylvania.

GSP Newsletter

Copyright 2022 GSP 5


https://genpa.org/first-families-of-pennsylvania/how-to-apply-to-first-families/
https://genpa.org/membership/
mailto:info@genpa.org

October/November 2022 Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania Newsletter

THIRD THURSDAY WEBINARS

GSP’s Virtual Third Thursday Programs are free to the public.
Third Thursday recordings are posted on our website for GSP members

What's New at FamilySearch and the Family History Library?

What's happened at the Family History Library
during the closure for the pandemic?

What you can expect now that it's reopened

Latest features to the FamilySearch website
and the exciting online collections.

David Rencher

David E. Rencher, AG®, CG®, FUGA, FIGRS, is
employed as the Chief Genealogical Officer for
FamilySearch. A professional genealogist since
1977, he is one of the rare few who have earned
both credentials: Accredited Genealogist® with
ICAPGen in Ireland research (1981) and Certified
Genealogist® with the Board for Certification of
Genealogists (2006). He is the Irish course
coordinator and instructor for the Institute of
Genealogical and Historical Research in Athens,
Georgia, and the Genealogical Research Institute
of Pittsburgh in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He
graduated from Brigham Young University in 1980
with a BA in Family and Local History. He is a past-
president of the Federation of Genealogical
Societies (FGS) 1997-2000, a past-president of
the Utah Genealogical Association (UGA) 1993-
1995 and a Fellow of that organization. He is a fellow of the Irish Genealogical Research
Society, London. He is the past chair of the joint National Genealogical Society and
International Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies committee for the Record
Preservation and Access Coalition; he serves as a director on the board of the National
Genealogical Society and as a counselor for the New England Historic Genealogical Society.
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GSP WEBINAR RECORDINGS
Missed a GSP Third Thursday Webinar?

Become a
GSP members can access recent webinars at Member of GSP

https://genpa.org/programs-and-events/

Currently available on demand...

Where Did Your Ancestor Live?
Researching and Platting Land in Pennsylvania
Online Zoom event with Kimberly Powell

Land records are an often-overlooked source for unlocking

answers to many of our family history questions. Part One

of this two-part series offers an introduction to finding and

using Pennsylvania deed records, including the types of
deeds you may encounter and how to interpret them, where to find deed records
online in Pennsylvania, how to navigate some of the trickier indexing systems
used in various PA counties, and tips for tracking land in and out of your
ancestor’s possession. Part Two digs into the fun of land platting—how to read a
legal land description, how to turn that into a plat, and some short case studies
of how land platting can help to answer genealogical research questions.

Part one will be online until Dec. 19, 2022.
Part two will be online until Jan. 16, 2023.

Members only. Please login to view presentation recording

Handout Links are posted under recordings.

How to Navigate the Pennsylvania State Archives’ Online Resources
Presented by PA State Archives archivist Aaron McWilliams

Members only. Please login to view presentation recording
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COUNTY SPOTLIGHT: LEBANON

Pennsylvania became a state 12
December 1787. There are 67 counties
and 2561 municipalities.

Lebanon County was formed on February
16, 1813, from parts of Dauphin and
Lancaster Counties. The county seat is
Lebanon.

Prominent People: Kurt Angle, James
Buchanan, Robert Coleman, Kerry Collins,
David Edgerton, Jacob G. Francis, Jamie
Lynn Gray, Betty Harte, Randall Kleiser,
Jared Taylor Odrick, and Frank Reich.

Microfilm copies of county records along with the tools to help research county records
are available at the Pennsylvania State Archives - PHMC > Archives > Research Online >
Research Guides > County and Municipal Records (under Genealogy)

Finding Family and Historical Records in Lebanon County

I. Lebanon County Register of Wills and Clerk of Orphans Court:
http://www.lebcounty.org/depts/Reqgister of Wills/Pages/default.aspx

II. Lebanon County Recorder of Deeds:
http://www.lebcounty.org/depts/Recorder of Deeds/Pages/default.aspx

ITI. FamilySearch Wiki on Lebanon County:
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Lebanon County, Pennsylvania Genealogy

IV. Lebanon County Historical Society: https://lebanoncountyhistory.org/

V. Lebanon County USGenWeb: http://usgwarchives.net/pa/lebanon/index.htm

VI. Find A Grave Lebanon County Cemetery List:
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery-browse/USA/Pennsylvania/Lebanon-
County?id=county 2278

VII. Lebanon County Survey Map (1860):
https://www.loc.gov/resource/g38231.1a000765/?r=0.114,0.369,0.458,0.228.,0

VIII. Lebanon County at the Battle of Gettysburg (free e-book) by Joseph C. Saile:
https://archive.org/details/lebanoncountyatb00sail/mode/2up

IX. The Development of East Lebanon: from the Kucher, Gloninger and Krause farms
(free e-book) by Olive S. Kreider:
https://archive.org/details/developmentofeas00krei/mode/2up

X. Lebanon County's Part in the Revolutionary War (free e-book) by Henry Melchoir
Muhlenberg Richards: https://archive.org/details/lebanoncountyspa412rich/mode/2up

XI. Pennsylvania Resource Guides: https://genpa.org/public-
%20collections/pennsylvania-%20resources/
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FAMILYSEARCH
Researching on FamilySearch.org

Search historical records on Farmilysearch.org

Search Tips
How to article for beginners

Advanced Strategies article

If you encounter the limited access icon, click on it to learn more about
where the file can be accessed. Learn More

Find a Family History Center or FamilySearch Affiliate Library

FamilySearch affiliate libraries provide access to limited-access FamilySearch
databases. Public or university libraries, archives, and museums can become
affiliate public libraries. Genealogical societies with a permanent building open to
the public with staff available to assist can become affiliate public libraries as well.

Affiliate libraries have some limitations and may not have all the services of a
family history center. There may be some FamilySearch Historical Records
collections that may not be available.

FamilySearch Affiliate Libraries in Pennsylvania (Listed by zip code)

Beaver County Genealogy & History

Center 250 East End Ave Beaver 15009
E’Is:;srsen Public Library and District 326 Donner Ave Monessen 15062
Monongahela Area Library 813 West Main St Monongahela 15063
Bethel Park Public Library 5100 West Library Ave Bethel Park 15102
Andrew Carnegie Free Library 300 Beechwood Ave Carnegie 15106
Springdale Free Public Library 331 School Street Springdale 15114
Shaler North Hills Library 1822 Mt Royal Blvd Genshaw 15116
McKeesport Regional History and 1832 Arboretum Drive McKeesport 15132

Heritage Center
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Sewickley Public Library 500 Thorn St. Sewickley 15143
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh 4400 Forbes Avenue Pittsburgh 15213
Cooper-Siegel Community Library - 1212 Main Street Pittsburgh 15215
Sharpsburg Branch
Whitehall Public Library 100 Borough Park Dr. Pittsburg 15236
Pleasant Hills Public Library 302 Old Clairton Rd Pittsburgh 15236
Northland Public Library Authority 300 Cumberland Road Pittsburgh 15237
Cooper-Siegel Community Library 403 Fox Chapel Road Pittsburgh 15238
Upper St. Clair Township Library 1820 McLaughlin Run Rd Upper St. Clair 15241
Peters Township Public Library 616 East McMurray Road McMurray 15317
Corn_ers_tone Genealogical Society 144 E Greene St Waynesburg 15370
Public Library
Uniontown Public Library 24 Jefferson Street Uniontown 15401
Meyersdale Public Library 210 Center St Meyersdale 15552
Apollo Memorial Library i\llz N. Pennsylvania Apollo 15613
Saltsburg Free Public Library 417 Walnut Street Saltsburg 15681
Cameron County Historical Society 125 Greenwood St Emporium 15834
Butler Area Public Library 218 N McKean St Butler 16001
L 2525 Rochester Road. Cranberry
Cranberry Public Library Suite 300 Township 16066
New Castle Public Library 207 E North Street New Castle 16101
Erie County Public Library 160 East Front Street Erie 16507
Schlow Centre Region Library 211 South Allen Street  State College 16801
Centre County Library 200 North Allegheny Bellefonte 16823
Street
Pennsylvania Room & Historical 203 North Allegheny Bellefonte 16823
Museum Street
Centre Hall Area Branch Library 109 West Beryl Street Centre Hall 16828
Holt Memorial Library 17 North Front Street Philipsburg 16866
The Annville Free Library 216 E Main St Annville 17003
Frankl?n County Library System - Coyle 102 N Main Street Chambersburg 17201
Free Library
York County History Center - 250 E Market Street York 17403
Pennsylvania
Barrett Paradise Friendly Library 6500 Route 191 Cresco 18326
Eastern Monroe Public Library 1002 North 9th St Stroudsburg 18360
Northeast Pennsylvania Genealogical 57 North Franklin Street Wilkes-Barre 18701
Society
Mount Greenwood Cemetery 40 S Pioneer Ave Trucksville 18708
Free Library of Northampton Township 25 Upper Holland Rd Richboro 18954
Historical Society of Pennsylvania 1300 Locust Street Philadelphia 19107
Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania gt?cg Iiylltzerry Rd, Philadelphia 19116
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GSP FEATURED RESOURCE

GSP Public Resources and Collections

Visit our website to browse African American Family History Resources, the
latest addition to the GSP Public Resources page. Resources were gathered
and reviewed by Dean Henry, Shamele Jordon, Marlene Bransom, and
Valerie-Anne Lutz. This page a work in progress, so if you would like to
provide feedback or contribute additional resources for review, please
contact us at info@genpa.org.
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DNA CORNER
New Genealogy Program Premiering on PBS!

Your DNA Secrets Revealed, hosted by Diahan Southard is premiering on
PBS stations across the United States beginning November 26, 2022.

According to Diahan, the show “communicates all the things we value in family
history and DNA testing. It showcases a wide range of experiences and helps us see the
transformation that learning about your family can bring... (it) doesn’t focus just on the
moment of discovery, but catches up with these families later, too, to see how this
information has impacted them long-term.”

Learn More

https://www.pbs.org > show > your-dna-secrets-revealed

https://www.yourdnaguide.com/your-dna-secrets-revealed-pbs

Your DNA Secrets Revealed will only show up on your local PBS station if they
include it in their programming. If your local PBS station is not airing the show, you
can contact them and tell them you hope they’'ll show Your DNA Secrets Revealed!
Click the button below, then click "PBS Station Finder" to find the nearest PBS
station and their contact information.

PBS Station Finder
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GSP SPECIAL EVENT
Free Library of Philadelphia

Thursday, December 1%, 7:00 pm
Click here to register

e Learn about collections and digital resources, at the Free Library of
Philadelphia, that support family history research.

e Learn how to navigate the collections in the library’s online catalog,
research guides, and database.

e Learn about the varied collections available at the Free Library’s main
location, Parkway Central Library.

e Identify resources that can be accessed from the comfort of home.

Free Library of Philadelphia Genealogy Page
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USED BOOKS IN THE GSP ONLINE STORE

Professional Genealogy: A Manual for Researchers, Writers, Editors, Lecturers and
Librarians

$25 (Used in like new condition. Pages are crisp and clean. No markings.)

Description

Year: 2001

Pages: 654

Binding: Hardback
ISBN: 0-8063-1648-9

Elizabeth Shown Mills

Professional Genealogy is a manual by professionals for everyone serious about genealogy. For librarians who
struggle to help a whole new class of patrons, it provides a bridge to the methods, sources, and minutiae of
history, up-close and personal. For established genealogical professionals, it offers benchmarks by which they can
advance their skills and place their businesses on sounder footing. For all those who dream of turning a fascinating
hobby into a successful career, Professional Genealogy details the preparation and the processes.

NGS Research in the States Series: Pennsylvania

$5 (Used in Good Condition. Front cover has library label and price tag. Inside cover page
has library stamp. Front and back covers show some wear. All pages are intact and in very
good condition.)

Description

Year: 2007

Pages: 46

Binding: Paperback

ISBN: 978-0-915156-79-8

Kay Haviland Freilich

Research in Pennsylvania, 2nd Edition, is an essential guidebook for family historians who can trace their roots
back to early Pennsylvanian immigrants, including African Americans, Dutch, Finns, Germans, Scots Irish, Swedes,
and Welsh as well as later immigrants from Asian and Slovak countries.

After a concise review of the state’s history and settlement, the author delves into the types of genealogical
resources that can be found both in major and lesser-known archives, libraries, societies, and federal

repositories. Research in Pennsylvania also covers other research categories, including atlases, gazetteers, and
maps; business, probate, and court records; colonial enumerations and state and federal censuses; city and county
directories; ethnic, religious, and military records; and much more.

Philadelphia Enumeration Districts of 1930

$10 (Used in Good Condition. Cardstock cover shows some wear. Pages are intact with no
highlighting.)

Description

Year:2002

Pages: 225

Binding: Cardstock with spiral binding

ISBN: N/A

Susan S. Koelble, CGRS and Kristin K. Bryson

The US Census has been the standard source of family information gathered by the US
Government The methods of collecting this information remained unchanged from 1790 until the late 20th century
What did change from census to census were the boundaries of the assigned areas for census takers. Until 1870,
the Census Bureau utilized existing political boundaries. Starting in 1880, it redrew the map so that special,
nonpolitical divisions known as enumeration districts were laid out for the census taker. No enumeration district
crosses any county or state boundary. Each decennial census from 1880 to 2000 has its own individual set of
enumeration districts. This work will greatly ease the burden of the family historian or genealogist in locating the
proper enumeration district in Philadelphia
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The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania
2100 Byberry Road, Suite 111
Philadelphia, PA 19116
267.686.2296

GSP Executive Board

President: Valerie-Anne Lutz
1st Vice President: Doug Mondel
2nd Vice President: Nancy C. Nelson
Secretary: Kathryn Donahue ~ Treasurer: Frank Straup

GSP Board of Directors

Pam Pracser Anderson ~ Tim Bingaman
Marlene Bransom ~ Joseph Harrison
Dean Henry ~ Deborah Hoskins
Shamele Jordon ~ Lisa Minerd
Mary Phalan ~ Cheryl VanLeer

Interim Executive Director
James M. Beidler

Office Manager
Angie Indik

Volunteers
GSP has many volunteer opportunities at home or on-site.
Contact us at info@genpa.org or editor@genpa.org.

Newsletter Team
Kathryn Donahue, Valerie-Anne Lutz, Angie Indik

Contact the Newsletter Team at editor@genpa.org.
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