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MESSAGE FROM GSP’S PRESIDENT

Spring is getting closer, and we have another busy month ahead at
GSP! Join us this week at the virtual RootsTech conference from March
3 to 5. Free registration is at https://www.familysearch.org/rootstech/.

As a Society Sponsor, GSP will have a virtual table for Q & A throughout
the conference and GSP Interim Executive Director Jim Beidler will
present two series totaling six classes.

On March 17, we'll host a presentation on the 1950 census by Beth
Finch McCarthy, followed by the GSP Annual Members Meeting on
March 19. We're all excited about the upcoming April 1 release of the
1950 census, so Beth’s presentation is very timely.

As the initial 1950 census release will be unindexed, it's important to
know the enumeration districts in which to search. You can search for
enumeration districts at https://stevemorse.org/census/unified.html. If
you're not already familiar with Steve’s website, you can find a wealth of
information there: https://stevemorse.org/

Last month, we had a successful return of the annual Irish conference
with Fintan Mullan and Gillian Hunt of the Ulster Historical Foundation.
We had a great turnout, with 195 registrants, 160 of whom attended live,
with recordings available to all registrants for two weeks. Two days
before that, we hosted Denys Allen’s presentation on Pennsylvania vital
records, with a record Third Thursday registration of 618, 350 of whom
attended live. The recording is available to GSP members for 60 days.

Spring also will see the return of Penn in Hand, the popular GSP
magazine that was published from the 1980s through 2016. Our first
issue will focus on Philadelphia’s river ward neighborhoods of
Kensington and Fishtown. This will be published in tandem with GSP’s
upcoming presentation at the Mid-Atlantic Regional Archives Conference
in Harrisonburg, VA. Kensington historian Kenneth W. Milano will
discuss his collection, Penny Dwyer will discuss the founding of the
Penn Treaty Museum, and GSP secretary Kathryn Donahue will present
on GSP’s acquisition of Ken Milano’s collection and will discuss with Ken
his work with GSP to identify materials in the collection.

GSP is currently working on a presentation of materials from Ken
Milano’s collection of Kensington and Fishtown research, which will
begin to go live on the GSP website very soon. Work on the collection is
ongoing and we hope to have the collection itself available for onsite
research this year.
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And, as always, we appreciate the support of our readers and members. Special thanks to our
members and donors for your support. This enables us to provide free resources, such as this
newsletter, our monthly Third Thursday program, our FamilySearch Affiliate Library and guidance to
researchers. Your support also provides member benefits such as website and library access,
membership in GSP’s First Families, and assistance to researchers onsite and offsite.

We hope that you’ll consider becoming more active with GSP. For more information on volunteering,
visit our volunteers page at https://genpa.org/about-gsp/gsp-volunteer-team/

Best wishes for the month ahead, and we hope to see you or hear from you soon!

~Valerie-Anne Lutz, GSP President

GSP 2022 Annual Meeting scheduled for March 19

GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA

ANNUAL MEETING

MARCH 19, 2022, 1:00 PM EST

GSP members should put Saturday, March 19, on their calendars for
the society’s annual meeting and elections of officers and directors.

The meeting again will be held virtually via Zoom. In addition to a
review of the society’s last 12 months, Interim Executive Director
James M. Beidler will give a “State of the Society” report along with a
taste of what's to come in the next year. He’s also working on getting
a few prominent guests to “drop in” to the virtual meeting for a few
remarks.

The society’s past year has seen not only the reopening of its
Byberry Road headquarters but also the establishment of a
FamilySearch Affiliate Library onsite, the acquisition of several sets
of papers, more volunteer projects, a successful return to
programming, new Board members, plans for various publications,
and much more!
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Join Us at Rootstech 2022 March 3-5
100 % Virtual and 100% Free

Register for RootsTech here: www.rootstech.org ... and watch for
GSP eblasts to help you find us at the conference. roo

by Family

Thursday, March 3 from 10 am to Noon EST

Join us at the Expo Hall Preview Party
Thursday, 3 March, from 10 am. to Noon EST Genealogical Society
Find GSP’s booth and come chat with us!

of Pennsylvania

Thursday, March 3 at 9 pm EST

Watch for a Q&A with GSP’s Interim Executive Director James M. Beidler on his three-part, pre-
recorded series German Immigration from Hometowns to Final Destinations.

| (N

GERMAN America’s largest ethnic group comprises people with German ancestry. Searching for your

IMMIGRATION | German ancestors, however, requires some special methodologies because many records in
TOPmNAL 2 Germany are maintained and stored at the local level.

Watch the recordings here and bring your questions to the Q&A.

Friday, March 4 at 2 pm EST

Watch for a Q&A with GSP’s Interim Executive Director James M. Beidler on his three-part, pre-
recorded series Pennsylvania Predicament! Finding Keystone State Ancestry.

A surprising number of historical records across the United States point to origins in
Pennsylvania—which makes sense, considering that 1 in 4 Americans have at least one
ancestor who set foot in the state. This 3-part series starts with learning about
Pennsylvania’s history; continues with descriptions of the best sources and methodologies
for identifying a person's town or county of origin; and finishes with tips for making the
records work for you.

3§ rootstech

Pennsylvania

Watch the recordings here and bring your questions to the Q&A.

Saturday, March 5 at 2 pm EST
Find us in the Expo Hall for a Q&A on GSP and genealogical research in Pennsylvania.

GSP will be available to “Chat” in the Expo Hall throughout the conference

RootsTech, Step-by-Step
GSP will have a Step-by-Step video available to help you find all the speakers, exhibitors, and
special events. Watch for an eblast with the link to the video!

A Guide to Navigating the RootsTech 2022 Website
There are 6 main parts to the RootsTech website. FamilySearch explores each feature to help
you get the most out of your RootsTech experience on the FamilySearch blog.
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MARCH VIRTUAL EVENTS

The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania
Upcoming virtual Zoom programs

Happy Days! Find your Family in the U.S. Census
March 17" at 7 pm EST, presented by Beth Finch McCarthy

GSP Annual Business Meeting
March 19t at 1 pm EST

Bucks County Genealogical Society
Upcoming virtual Zoom programs, $5 members/$10 non-members

Counting Her Life — Our Female Ancestors in the 20" Century US Census
March 5% at 10 am EST, presented by Gena Philibert-Ortega

Your Guide to the 1950 Census
April 2" at 10 am EST, presented by Lisa Louis Cooke

Discovering Your Immigrant Origins, presented by Rich Venezia
May 7that 10 am EST - Exhausting Every Resource
June 4t at 10 am EST - Digging Deeper

The Historical Society of Pennsylvania
—— Upcoming virtual Zoom Programs

Intimate Connections: PRINT Transcription workshop
March 16t at 6:30 pm EST

Filling in the Spaces: Writing Your Family History
March 22" at 6:30 pm EST, presented by Kalela Williams

K
¢

8
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., North Hills Genealogists
gy Upcoming virtual Zoom programs

erg,
)

You Only Have a Death Notice — Now What?
March 10 at 11 am EST, presented by Deborah A. Abbott, PhD

Spring 2022 Family History Conference
Saturday, April 9, Live, via Zoom
Featured Speaker: Rich Venezia Learn More

“""  Genealogy QuickStart TV
Upcoming live events hosted live on Facebook by Shamele Jordon

March 10 at 3 pm EST, Surprise Guest
March 24" at 3 pm EST, Thom Reed

Western Pennsylvania Genealogical Society
Upcoming virtual Zoom meeting

How to Add some Biography to Your Genealogy
March 12" at 10:30 am EST, presented by David Haugaard
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Featured County — Indiana

Pennsylvania became a state on 12 :’ |
December 1787. It has 67 counties and 2561

municipalities. Indiana County was formed on
3 November 1806 from parts of Westmoreland
and Clearfield Counties. The county seat is
Indiana.

Prominent People: Jimmy Stewart, Edward
Abbey, Renée Fleming, Paul McCandless, Jim
Nance, Edward Scofield, Jack Sonni.
Microfilm copies of county records along with
the tools to help research county records are available at the Pennsylvania State Archives - PHMC >
Archives > Research Online > Research Guides > County and Municipal Records (under Genealogy)

Finding Family and Historical Records in Indiana County
I. Indiana County Register of Wills, Recorder of Deeds and Clerk of Orphans Court:
https://www.indianacountypa.gov/departments/register-and-recorder/

Il. FamilySearch Wiki on Indiana County:
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Indiana_County, Pennsylvania Genealogy

llI. Historical and Genealogical Society of Indiana County: https://www.hgsic.org/

IV. Indiana County USGenWeb: http://pagenweb.org/~indiana/

V. Find A Grave Indiana County Cemetery List: https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery-
browse/USA/Pennsylvania/indiana-County?id=county 2272

VI. Indiana County Survey Map (1856): https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3823i.1a000756/?r=-
0.225,0.004,1.455,0.803,0

VIl. Cemetery Records of Indiana County published by the Society of Indiana County:
https://archive.org/details/cemeteryrecordso00unse 3/mode/2up

VIII. Indiana County, Pennsylvania: her people past and present, embracing the history of the county
by Joshua Thompson Stewart (1913): https://archive.org/details/indianacountypen02stew

IX. The Tax Records of Indiana County, Pennsylvania by the Daughters of the American Colonists
(1957): https://archive.org/details/taxrecordsofindi0Ounse/mode/2up

X. Clippings from the Indiana Countian, Indiana PA:
https://archive.org/details/clippingsfromthe00unse/mode/2up

XI. Pennsylvania Resource Guides: https://genpa.ora/public-%20collections/pennsylvania-
%20resources/
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GSP Third Thursday Programs

GSP Third Thursday Programs are free to the public, on the evening of the event.
GSP members can access Third Thursday recordings on our website.

March

Happy Days! Find Your Family in the U.S. Census

Free Online Zoom event presented by Beth Finch McCarthy
Thursday, March 17, 2022 — 7 pm EST

Reqistration Link

On April 1, 2022, the National Archives will release
digital images of the 1950 U.S. population census.

) . Beth Finch McCarthy is a
This program presents an overview of the professional genealogist and speaker

much-anticipated census and will set you up for success  from Massachusetts who solves

when the clock strikes midnight on March 31! Learn genealogical puzzles and teaches family
— history research. Her specialties are

More family history compilation and colonial
New England research.

Watch for upcoming Third Thursday Events in 2022:

April 21
Ken Weaver “From German to English and Back! You Know More German Than You Think You Do!”

May 19
Tim Pinnick “Using African American Newspapers to Find Your Pennsylvania Ancestors and More”

June 16
David Grinnell “Your Ancestral Methodists: Different Flavors and Available Records”

Join GSP

Our mission is to provide leadership and support in promoting genealogy through
education, preservation, and access to Pennsylvania-related genealogical information.

Founded in 1892 as a non-profit organization, the Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania was among the first in the United States to recognize
the value of collecting and preserving vital and personal records.

GSP is committed to preserving and publishing previously unpublished primary sources. The continuing dedication to this service enables GPS
to make a significant contribution to the cultural life of our city, state, and country.
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FIRST FAMILIES CORNER
WHEN THE EVIDENCE IS WRONG

We all know that the ‘holy grail’ of genealogy is
vital records: birth, marriage and death records
kept by state, county, and even local
governments. These documents, when
submitted with an application to a lineage
society, will usually be accepted without
guestion. What if they contain errors? How can
we tell the FFP reviewer, for example, to
accept part of the document as truth, while
ignoring another part?

Looking at the death certificate of a cousin of
my grandfather, | realized that the names of his
wife and his mother had been switched! |
checked his obituary in the Trenton Evening
Times, only to find the names were switched
there as well. His wife and mother were
already dead when he died. Of his eight
children, only two daughters survived him, and
one of them lived far away in Buffalo, New
York. It is possible that one of his
grandchildren or even an in-law gave the
incorrect information to the funeral director.
Perhaps it was the funeral director himself who
made the error.

Examining the death certificate of a woman
who died in Philadelphia, | found that the
informant was her unmarried daughter, who
was living with her mother when she died. In
the spaces for parents’ names, she had
entered the names of her own parents — so the
woman who died was listed as her own mother
on her death certificate.

Recently | saw a baptismal certificate in which
the child’s birth date and the baptismal date
were reversed, seeming to say that the baby
was baptized two months before he was born.
My family had such a droll sense of humor that
they would have kept the erroneous baptismal
certificate and proudly announced to all who
would listen that Johnny was baptized very
early.

When my mother died, | emailed her obituary
to the funeral director, who was a family friend.
He assured me that he sent it out as he
received it, to three dailies and one local

GSP Newsletter
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weekly newspaper. Each paper published the
obituary with a different error.

A cousin showed me an 8 x 10 photo of her
parents dressed in their best clothes, wearing
corsage and boutonniere. They are standing
in front of the little church that her family
attended, right at the front door so the church
sign is in the picture. On the reverse, all that is
written is ‘their wedding day’. She immediately
told me that this was not their wedding day. |
already had the newspaper clipping telling of
the young bride and her soldier getting married
not in their home church, but across the
country in Los Angeles. He would have worn
not that stylish suit and hat, but rather his army
uniform. Who wrote that caption on the
picture?

Written in stone? In a Lewis family graveyard,
| found a large, ornate stone for “J B Louis”.
His death certificate calls him James B Lewis,
and every other record | find for him is also
spelled Lewis. | can just imagine the family
ordering the tombstone, realizing that the
name is spelled wrong, and then keeping the
stone and refusing to pay for it.

At some time in her later years, my mother
became confused as to the names of her
grandmother and her great-grandmother. This
could have been because the great-
grandmother had a second marriage and for
most of her life had a surname that was
different from her daughter’'s maiden name. my
mother never knew either one of these ladies,
and my grandmother died when Mom was only
thirteen. Mom went so far as to make changes
to entries in her father’s Bible. | hesitated to
mutilate the Bible entries any further, but | do
have a slip of paper in the Bible explaining the
changes.

My father’s brother Charles was a railroad
engineer. Due to a train wreck, he had a
wooden foot, and photographs always show
him leaning to his right. Except — when the
photo lab that was making reprints reversed
the large old negatives. My Uncle Bob once
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handed me a photo in which he appeared to be So.... can we believe our eyes? Not always.
leaning to the left and said “Look — they flipped
Chip!"” —Nancy Cassada Nelson,

GSP Board Member & First Families Chair

First Families of Pennsylvania (FFP)

The First Families program offers GSP members a way to honor their
Pennsylvania ancestors while preserving and documenting their family history
research. When your application is approved, you will receive a membership
pin and a certificate including the time period and your ancestor’s name.

To submit an FFP application, you must be a current member of GSP.

GSP is seeking volunteers to assist with the processing of FFP applications.
Contact us at info@genpa.org for more information on
volunteer opportunities with First Families of Pennsylvania.

@
THANK YOL

I s’ N VVEVIN  LkiI\V
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COLLECTIONS SPOTLIGHT

Exercise Book of Elizabeth Litzner from the Wittkorn Collection?

This student exercise book, from the early 1900s, belonged to Elizabeth Ida Litzner.
Born in Virginia on 29 February 1888, Elizabeth was the daughter of Max Litzner and Ida Funke, both
born in Germany.?

By the time Elizabeth was 12 years old, the family was living on West Sixty-Eighth Street in
Manhattan, New York, New York.?
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[ 12l b ),-zﬁhlmnilu Hz= : e Ap tekre | éﬂ%
gL_‘ —f—l Jiloma | ﬁ)’ Hzlf ,/ _|__ [Z2. 5 e y | Zoe o) g;ﬁiﬁ
D __.—f‘z ¢ A “ﬁ | Frelissterdt N ekt i 5. 4 4

Elizbeth died at age 47 on 14 December,1935, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where she had resided
for many years.*

For more information on items donated to GSP in this collection, contact info@genpa.org.

* Exercise book, n.d., Wittkorn Family (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania), Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania.

2 “Pennsylvania, U.S., Death Certificates, 1906-1963,” database with images, Ancestry
(https://lwww.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_647680_0926-02172?pld=3430909 : accessed 26 February 2022) imaged
certificate 114201 [stamped] for Elizabeth Ida Wolf, died 14 December 1935 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA; citing Pennsylvania Department of
Health, Record Group 11, PHMC; Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.

31900 U.S. Census, New York, New York, population schedule, New York City, 22 B [crossed out], Enumeration District (ED) 463, line 77, Elizabeth
(daughter, b. 1888, age 12); digital image, Ancestry.com

(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7602/images/4114666 00228?pld=77970430 : accessed 26 February 2022); citing NARA
microfilm publication T623.

4“Pennsylvania, U.S., Death Certificates, 1906-1963,” Ancestry.com, imaged certificate 114201, Elizabeth Ida Wolf.
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Used Books for Sale in the GSP Store

GROSSGARTACH, WUERTTEMBERG,
TO PENNSYLVANIA:
SoME EARLY COLONIAL
GERMAN IMMIGRANTS

GERMAN
GENEALOGY

Traditions in Transition:

Jewish Culture
In Philadelphia,
1840 - 1940

GSP Newsletter

— Grossgartach, Wuerttemberg, to Pennsylvania: Some Early Colonial

German Immigrants

$40.00 (Used in Very Good Condition)

Description

Year: 1999

Pages: 119

Binding: Hardcover, cloth
ISBN 1-882442-16-4
Annette K. Burgert

The emigration from Grossgartach brought immigrants to Pennsylvania before 1727. One
of the emigrants from this village was an ancestor of President Dwight David Eisenhower,
and several other immigrants were related to his ancestor. Immigrant surnames
documented in this text include Baumann, Dallmer/Talmer, Dérr/Deer, Glass,
Gugler/Kugler, Karnnagel, Kauffmann/Stecher, Kénig/King, Land/Long, Mintz/Mintz,
Nagel, Schéaffer, Sprecher, Weber.

Records of the Pastoral Acts at Christ Lutheran Church,
Stouchsburg, Berks County, Pennsylvania Part 1 Baptisms, 1743—
1819

$20 (Used in Fair Condition. Front and back cover is worn with markings. Inside pages
are intact and in very good condition.)

Description

Year: 1989

Pages: 145

Binding: Paperback
ISBN: 0-911122-55-9
Frederick S. Weiser

Name, parents’ names, birth and baptismal dates, and names of sponsors are given.

Traditions in Transition: Jewish Culture in Philadelphia, 1840-1940

$5.00 (Used in Very Good to Good Condition.)

Description

Year: 1989

Pages: 134

Binding: Paperback
ISBN: 0-937437-06-9
Gail F. Stern

Book by Balch Institute for Ethnic Studies
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The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania
2100 Byberry Road, Suite 111
Philadelphia, PA 19116
267.686.2296
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GSP Executive

Board
President: Valerie-Anne Lutz
1st Vice President: Doug Mondel
2nd Vice President: Nancy C. Nelson
Secretary: Kathryn Donahue ~ Treasurer: Frank Straup

GSP Board of Directors

Pam Pracser Anderson ~ Shamele Jordon
Deb Malinowski ~ Lisa Minerd ~ Mary Phalan
Joseph Roby ~ Cheryl VanLeer

Interim Executive Director
James M. Beidler

Office Manager
Angie Indik

Volunteers
GSP has many volunteer opportunities at home, in the office, or on location.
If you're interested in helping, email us at info@genpa.org or editor@genpa.org.

Newsletter Team
Kathryn Donahue, Valerie-Anne Lutz, Angie Indik, Jane Benner

Contact the newsletter team at editor@genpa.org
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