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A Message from the President….. 

The month of July people talk about the long, lazy days 

of summer and, in doing so, conjure up images of lawn 

chairs, pools, beach and ocean, sipping cold drinks and 

taking time off from work, genealogists don’t fully buy 

into that. We continue to work hard, seeking records and 

breaking through brick walls, attending workshops, 

lectures, and networking.  We in the GSP Office are 

pleased to hear of your successes and frustrations 

through our new twice a month ROOTS LUNCH 

meetings and attendees of our lecture series.  

We are offering offsite lectures as well through local 

libraries and organizations, we are continuing to grow 

our online databases, and getting information and ideas 

out to you through our online newsletter.  

We are developing other ideas for our website and hard-

copy book publications.  Most of all, we welcome your 

ideas for programming and events and your 

contributions to the newsletter.  So, please keep them 

coming and have a genealogically productive summer! 

Carol M. Sheaffer MD, President 

GSP Executive Board 
President: Carol M. Sheaffer MD 

Vice-President: Nancy C Nelson 

Secretary: Valerie Lutz 
Treasurer: Nancy Janyszeski 

The GSP online newsletter 

We look forward to keeping you informed by 

giving you dates and times of upcoming 

events, answering questions and being a 

source of information to our membership.   

 

Upcoming GSP Events 
 

GSP is hosting  two lunch events each 

month.  ROOTS and ROOTS FOCUS. 

Both are designed to allow researchers 

to discuss genealogy over brown 

bagging lunch. ROOTS, the 2nd 

Tuesday,  is an opportunity to discuss 

questions with each other and share 

research, artifacts, photos. ROOTS 

FOCUS, the 4th Tuesday, offers an 

opportunity to discuss a specific topic. 

Registration is necessary as space is 

limited.  Bring your  lunch and GSP will 

provide coffee, tea and dessert. 

 

The following  events are held at the 

GSP offices... 

2100 Byberry Road, Suite 111 

Philadelphia, PA 19116 -  

267.686.2296     

gsp.deborah@gmail.com 

Register at: https://genpa.org/events/ 

 

19 July 2018 6-8 PM 

LECTURE: EXCEL FOR 

GENEALOGISTS  

 
(Continued on page 2) 

In this issue: 

 REVOLUTIONARY THOUGHTS 

 WEBSITE UPDATE 

 DATA COLLECTION 

 Deaths from the Ladies Literary Port Folio 

 Marriage Docket of Samuel Mather 

 DNA CORNER 

 RESEARCH—VOLUNTEERING 

mailto:gsp.deborah@gmail.com?subject=Newsletter%20Inquiry
https://genpa.org/events/
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REVOLUTIONARY THOUGHTS 

Records of all kind are increasingly available online, almost 

instantaneously, so we, as researchers, have become use 

to immediate gratification when we think of a possible 

record for an ancestor and want to obtain it.   Pre-internet, 

pre-computer, there were time consuming trips to 

repositories and letters to write and await response to. 

There were articles, even books, helping the researcher 

learn how to pen queries and letters, in clear and proper 

form, that would result in favorable action on the part of the 

recipient and provide us with what was requested.  This 

month, as we celebrate The Revolutionary War and the 

Independence it afforded us, it is fitting to think about those 

who fought that War and the many, many records left 

behind for us to use in understanding them, online and via 

the more traditional sources. 

The Revolutionary War Pension files, available on Fold3 

and Ancestry, are treasures. In addition to information on a 

soldier’s service, they may contain much personal and 

family information. Although they are digital images of 

handwritten letters and statements and can be hard to 

read, they are well worth the effort involved in reading 

them. Take, for example, the file for one Samuel Sutphen, 

born into slavery in NJ, who mentions his birthdate was 

recorded by the Master, but eventually lost when the house 

was destroyed. He speaks about substituting as a soldier, 

earning enough money to eventually buy his freedom from 

slavery and getting his own property.  That story is unlikely 

to turn up in any other place.  

Many of the pensions contain eye-witness accounts of the 

battles and military life in between them. A distant relative 

of mine, Lot Stratton, resided in Lycoming Co, PA when he 

applied for his pension. He mentions being born in 

Cumberland County, NJ and gives his exact birthdate 

(what a gift!), and then, during the War, names his 

commanding officers which included “my Uncle Fithian 

Stratton”, an adjutant. He describes being at the Second 

16 August 2018 6-8pm 

GSP Genealogy Film Series 

Online Digital Newspaper Research 

with James Turner and produced by 

Brigham Young University 

Upcoming Offsite Lectures 

Registration by host facility -Check their 

websites. Register for onsite GSP 

Events at: https://genpa.org/events/ 

August 2, 2018 7 PM  

Free Library of Springfield Township 

8900 Hawthorne Lane 

Wyndmoor, PA 19038 

Beginner's Lecture: Genealogy… Get 

Ready, Get Set, Get Going! 

Nancy C Nelson & Carol M. Sheaffer 

August 9, 2018 9:30 AM 

Middletown Free Library, Lima, PA  

Beginners Lecture: Genealogy… 

Who Am I ?  

Nancy C. Nelson & Carol M. Sheaffer 

NOTE: Registration restricted by host facility 

to TechniGals Summer Camp Program 

August 14, 2018 6 PM  

Donatucci Branch, Free Library of 

Philadelphia  

1935 West Shunk Street, 

Philadelphia PA 19145 

Beginner's Lecture: Genealogy… Get 

Ready, Get Set, Get Going! 

Nancy C Nelson & Carol M. Sheaffer 

September 13, 2018 7 PM  

Lower Southampton Library 

1983 Bridgetown Pike 

Feasterville -Trevose, PA 19053 

Internet Research: Finding What You 

Really Want to Find 

Nancy C Nelson & Carol M. Sheaffer 

(Continued from page 1) 

https://genpa.org/events/
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Battle of Trenton, hearing the “cannonade” as he approached the Battle site and there as well, he recalled 

“seeing General Washington for the very first time”. Lacking digital cameras and smart phones in those days, 

the men who served observed and remembered. They recorded history with their “digital” minds.  Although 

they may not have written about these events for several years, there is still a fair amount of accuracy in 

many accounts. 

There are other records, both at the federal and state levels, about the War and those who served.  One, for 

example, helped in learning more about Hugh Glenn listed in the Pennsylvania Archives Series as having 

served.  There is a man of the same name elsewhere who has a pension record   but seems not to be the 

Hugh Glenn of interest. Discovery of the Corps of Invalids, an outgrowth of The Pennsylvania Line, which 

consisted of men who had been wounded and could no longer handle the rigors of battle and long marches, 

but could perform light garrison duties, led to information about the Hugh Glenn in question. He was wounded 

at The Battle of Paoli (AKA Massacre at Paoli) 20 September 1777 while fighting with the 8th Pennsylvania 

Regiment. 

But, to get back to those records that have to be requested, those that are not online, and it is best to be 

clear and specific about what you request and send to the facility that has that information. A few requests 

found in Revolutionary War Pension files reveal some that may not be so appropriate and, for that reason, 

are instructive.  One person, in 1930, for example, requested the following regarding his ancestor John 

Sheaffer: 

 “I would like to have the place of his birth, his age, his height, his weight, the color of his hair, the names of 

his brothers who served in the Revolutionary War, name of his father, name of his mother, the names of his 

children or the number of his children whichever is given, the name of the Company he fought in, the place of 

residence he gave the Pension Bureau, the year in which he was naturalized, the name of the ship he came 

across in, and the names of his grandfather and grandmother if available. 

I wish to thank you in advance for giving the above information for free.” 

A copy of the file was sent for the researcher to examine on his own and maybe find the requested 

information 

Another researcher, in 1939, requested the ultimate with regard to his ancestor Philip Sheaffer.  The following 

reply was sent: 

“Reference is made in your letter in which you request information in regard to any  pension which might be 

due you on  account of the service of Phillip Schaffer in the  Revolutionary War. 

There is now no provision of law under which the descendants of soldiers of the Revolutionary War are 

entitled to pension or other compensation based on service of their ancestors in that War “ 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Nice try!  The point of all of this is that there exists 

today an enormous amount of data online and offline 

related to Revolutionary War Service as well as other 

topics.   Success in finding what you want depends 

on the language you use and where you direct it.  

Well-chosen search words online will get you to very 

helpful websites and effective word searches once on 

a website, will take you to your ancestor.  Offline, a 

well worded written request for information you know 

the recipient houses, will help you get to the ancestor 

in question as well. It really is the most efficient 

approach; otherwise, you will search online for hours 

with negative results and send countless written 

requests to the wrong facilities,  

So, plan well and enjoy what you find! 

Carol M. Sheaffer MD, President 

 

Selected Sources 

Blackie, Daniel. Dissertation: Disabled Revolutionary 

War Veterans and the Construction of Disability in the 

United States, c. 1776-1840, Helsinki University. 2010   

Available online at 

https:/helde.helsinki.fi/bitstream/handle/10138/19189/

disabled.pdf?sequence=1  

Revolutionary War Pension Records: Fold3/

Ancestry.com 

Known Casualties in The Battle of Paoli.  

www.ushistory.org/paoli/history/casualties.htm  

The website of the Pennsylvania and Historical 

Museum Commission contains a summary of the 

military system in Pennsylvania during The 

Revolutionary War and records available at the state 

level and, of course, the website of The National 

Archives can be used to identify federal records related 

to the Revolutionary War.  

WEBSITE UPDATE 

The Newest at GSP 

DNA Special Interest Group; In response to 

member request for a DNA Special Interest 

Group, a formation  meeting for same is 

scheduled at the GSP Office for Saturday, 

July 29th, 10 AM-11:30 AM.  Registration is 

required due to space limitations and is free 

to members. There is a non-member fee of 

$5. Email: info@genpa.org to register. 

The Website now has available Research 

Guides for every county in Pennsylvania, 

thanks to the hard work of GSP Board 

Member Angela Indik. They are located on 

The Public Collection section and fee to 

anyone to read, download or print.  A great 

source of County and Pennsylvania 

resources. 

Nearing completion, on the members only 

portion of the website, is The Berryman 

Collection, much of which is already 

uploaded and in use.  It contains multiple 

databases from many Pennsylvania 

counties, including but not limited to, church 

and cemetery records.  New collections are 

added each week, so check back.  We thank 

volunteer Tina Lamb for all of her work in 

scanning this vast collection. 

In addition to our onsite meetings and 

lectures, you will notice more offsite lectures 

sponsored by libraries and other 

organizations. Registration for offsite events 

are via the host . 

Carol M. Sheaffer MD, President 

https:/helde.helsinki.fi/bitstream/handle/10138/19189/disabled.pdf?sequence=1
https:/helde.helsinki.fi/bitstream/handle/10138/19189/disabled.pdf?sequence=1
http://www.ushistory.org/paoli/history/casualties.htm
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Upcoming GSP Events - ?? 
https://genpa.org/events/ 

2nd and 4th Tuesdays –  12:00 –2:00 

Bring your Lunch to GSP 

JULY 

Excel & Genealogy –  

Thursday June 21st   6-8pm 

DNA CORNER 

The June 21st DNA lecture was well attended and more to come.  In the future we would like 

to present more focused presentations as it is challenging to do just DNA Basics .  Some 

suggestions included uploading, downloading and sharing tests, finding birth families and a 

special interest group. 

DNA Special Interest Group: In response to member request for a DNA Special Interest 

Group, a formation  meeting for same is scheduled at the GSP Office for Saturday, July 29th, 

10 AM-11:30 AM.  Registration is required due to space limitations and is free to members. 

There is a non-member fee of $5. Email: info@genpa.org to register. 

The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania’s Facebook page for DNA is ...  

GSP DNA Interest Group 

Q&A 

Do you have questions about Pennsylvania genealogy? We have answers! For 

example, we can answer questions such as “Where-How can I find marriage 

license records?” or “When did Pennsylvania start recording birth certificates?” 

We’ll feature the question and answer in the newsletter. Submit your questions 

(not family specific research)   to: editor@genpa.org  

https://genpa.org/events/
mailto:INFO@GENPA.ORG?subject=DNA_Special_Interest
mailto:editor@genpa.org?subject=GSP_Newsletter
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The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania   

2100 Byberry Road—Suite 111 

Philadelphia PA 19116 267.686.2296  

gspnewsletter01@gmail.com  

GSP has a number of volunteer opportunities, at home, in the office or on location. 

  E-mail at gsp.deborah@gmail.com   or   editor@genpa.org    or    call the office    267-686-2296  

Newsletter Committee: Mary Ann Lubinsky and Nancy Janyszeski 

 
Share your Research Story 

 

Briefly share amusing, touching, 

unusual, interesting or tragic stories 

you have unearthed in your family 

research - 

editor@genpa.org 

JOIN GSP 

GSP RESEARCH 

GSP does not offer phone consultations.  We require that all research 

requests be in writing.  Request Form –   PDF Document  

Check the Research page on our website for additional information. 

https://genpa.org/research/ 

E-mail research requests to info@genpa.org 

The GSP Pennsylvania Resource Guides can help answer where to 

find some Pennsylvania research sources.   

https://genpa.org/public-collections/pennsylvania-resources/ 

mailto:gsp.deborah@gmail.com
mailto:editor@genpa.org?subject=GSP_Newsletter
mailto:editor@genpa.org?subject=GSP_Newsletter
https://genpa.org/membership-login/join/
https://genpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/RESEARCH-REQUESTFillin-FORM_2018-04-05.pdf
https://genpa.org/research/
mailto:INFO@GENPA.ORG?subject=Research%20Request%20-%20

