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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Being the person that | am and on top of that
a genealogist, | often think about my
ancestors. | think of those | never knew but
learned about through research and family
members who have been alive during my
lifetime and are known to me. The
Thanksgiving-Christmas Holidays make me
think all the more about them.

What | don’t often think about are the
youngest members of my family and what
they will learn about the ancestors that lived
before them and those they will grow up
knowing. Recently that came to my attention
when Kelly Groze Ramos, my first cousin
twice removed, sent a photo of her son
Hudson Arlan Ramos standing by the truck
owned by his great great grandfather with
the following statement by her:

“Food for thought: We don’t own our family’s
history, we preserve it. The most treasured
heirlooms make the sweetest memories for
our future generations. Honoring those
before us is extremely rewarding and
because of them we get to experience this
life. Let’s be grateful today and every day for
our families! Be well everyone!”

(Continued on page 4)
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The GSP online newsletter

We look forward to keeping you informed by
giving you dates and times of upcoming events,
answering questions and being a source of
information to our membership.

UPCOMING EVENTS
GSP 2019 Events

GSP will host two lunch events each month —
ROOTS and ROOTS FOCUS. Both are
designed to allow researchers to discuss
genealogy over brown bag lunch. ROOTS will
be an opportunity to discuss all questions with
each other and share research, artifacts,
photos and questions. ROOTS FOCUS will
offer an opportunity to discuss a specific topic.
Participants need to register in advance as
space is limited. Participants are also asked to
bring their own lunch, however, GSP will
provide coffee, tea, and dessert.

Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania
2100 Byberry Road, Suite 111

Philadelphia, PA 19116 -
267.686.2296 info@genpa.org

REGISTRATION
GSP Members Free; GSP Non-Members $5
Advance Registration Required Due to Space
Limitations.

EMAIL to Register: info@genpa.org

(Continued on page 2)
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DECEMBER 2019 EVENTS

Saturday, December 7th — Holiday Open House
10:00 AM — 3:00 PM
GSP Members, Friends and Ancestors invited
Good food, Good Friends and Good Cheer!
Bring a Genealogical or Handcrafted ornament for the GSP Christmas Tree.
Call the GSP office to register — 267.686.2296

5 DECEMBER 2019 ~ ROOTS LUNCH 12:00 PM-2:00 PM
Bring Your Ancestor to Lunch

Open Discussion of research topics, frustrations, successes

Bring Your lunch: GSP will provide dessert and coffee

Registration required — email: info@genpa.org or call the office (267.686.2296)
GSP Members Free; Non-Members $5.00

17 DECEMBER 2019 1:00 PM-2:30 PM
Philadelphia Research Special Interest Group
Registration required — email: info@genpa.org or call the office (267.686.2296).
GSP Members Free; Non-Members $5.00
19 DECEMBER 2019 ~ 12 NoOoN-2 PM
Brick Wall Busters Special Interest Group

An opportunity for researchers at all levels, beginners to advanced, find an elusive ancestor
over lunch. Registrants must complete Brick Wall Busters Form available on the GSP
website and bring to the meeting. Researchers present will discuss your problem and
search online for answers or information to develop an effective research plan to break down
that frustrating brick wall

GSP Members Free; Non-Members $5.00

21 DECEMBER 2019 ~ 10:00 AM-12:00 PM
DNA Special Interest Group

Registration required — email: info@genpa.org or call the office (267.686.2296).
GSP Members Free; Non-Members $5.00

21 DECEMBER 2019 ~ 12:00 PM-2:00 PM
PrePro Special Interest Group
Registration required — email: info@genpa.org or call the office (267.686.2296).

GSP Members Free: Non-Members $5.00
Office hours are Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM

(Continued on page 3)
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JANUARY 2020 EVENTS

IT’s ComING 2020 !

The Annual GSP Ulster Conference
15 March 2020

9 JANUARY 2020 ~ ROOTS LUNCH 12:00 PM-2:00 PM

Bring Your Ancestor to Lunch
Open Discussion of research topics, frustrations, successes
Bring Your lunch: GSP will provide dessert and coffee
Registration required — email: info@genpa.org or call the office (267.686.2296).
GSP Members Free; Non-Members $5.00

18 JANUARY 2020 ~ 10:00 AM-12:00 PM DNA SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP

Registration required — email: info@genpa.org or call the office (267.686.2296).
GSP Members Free; Non-Members $5.00

18 JANUARY 2020 ~ 12:00 PM-2:00 PM

PrePro Special Interest Group
Registration required — email: info@genpa.org or call the office (267.686.2296).
GSP Members Free; Non-Members $5.00

21 JANUARY 2020 1:00 PM-2:30 PM

Philadelphia Research Special Interest Group
Registration required — email: info@genpa.org or call the office (267.686.2296).
GSP Members Free; Non-Members $5.00

23 JANUARY 2020 ~ 12 NooN-2 PM

Brick Wall Busters Special Interest Group
An opportunity for researchers at all levels, beginners to advanced, find an elusive ancestor
over lunch. Registrants must complete Brick Wall Busters Form available on the GSP website
and bring to the meeting. Researchers present will discuss your problem and search online for
answers or information to develop an effective research plan to break down that frustrating
brick wall.
GSP Members Free; Non-Members $5.00
Registration required — email: info@genpa.org or call the office (267.686.2296).
Office hours are Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM
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The story behind this involves Szucs Meat Market in Roebling, NJ, opened by John Szucs, Hudson’s
great great grandfather, after he emigrated from Romania in the early 1900s. In the photo, Hudson
stands next to the Szucs Meat Market truck purchased in 1952 by John Szucs. In 1978, the year
after John Szuc’s death, the truck was placed in storage in the back g )
of a garage. Only recently was it moved back out into the world and &=
examined in order to plan restoration. Although that will happen,

Hudson’s grandfather thinks Hudson may be an adult before
restoration is completed!

(Continued from page 1)

The store remains actively open and run by family. Hudson spends
time there and knows those family members alive since his own
birth 2 %2 years ago. He will experience the store and those people,
and hear stories of those who started the store long before his own
life began. Hopefully, he will cherish his heritage and allow it to help
shape his character. Isn’t that what our ancestors would want? i

Carol M. Sheaffer MD, President g ﬂ

PENNSYLVANIA QUERIES

Seeking proof that Samuel McKibbin DOAK was the son of Moses Doak and Rachel
STEPENS. Samuel was born in Beaver County about 9 AUG 1824 and married Margaret MARTIN
about 1847. He died in Frankfort Springs, Beaver County on 30 Jun 1885.

Seeking information re John MURPHY and wife Johanna, both born in Ireland. Arrived Philadelphia
1816 with John, Francis, Bridget, Martin, Mary, Simon, and Laurence. All from County Wexford. John
and Johanna settled in Falls Township, Bucks County and likely died there. Son Francis and his wife
Bridget CONLIN moved to Trenton, NJ around 1840.

Seeking information re George PARKER, born 1778 Salem County, NJ, to Thomas PARKER and
Catherine SLY who married Catherine GRAY. Appears on 1798 tax list in Maurice River Township,
Cumberland County, NJ. By 1830, he moved to the Kensington section of Philadelphia and died
there 6 October 1843.

Queries regarding Pennsylvania ancestors may be submitted to editor@genpa.org for inclusion in
the Pennsylvania Queries section of The GSP Newsletter. Queries should be brief, specifying an in-
dividual or family, origin of same, and PA residence if known with actual or approximate dates for
vital information.

Responses to queries will be forwarded to the contributor by the Newsletter Editor.
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NATURALIZATION RECORDS CAN BE A TREASURE TROVE OF
GENEALOGICAL INFORMATION

My American ancestry is fairly recent. My mother's side came to the United States in the 20th
century, and my father's side migrated here in the latter half of the 19th century. | have always been
a little disappointed that | did not have at least one line that went back to colonial America. | recently
told a fellow genealogist how lucky she was to qualify as a DAR member. She responded that | was
lucky because | knew the hometowns of where most of my ancestors originated from in Europe.
Well, that puts a new perspective on things! While ship passenger records helped me identify where
a few of my ancestors came from, | have not always been successful in deciphering the illegible
handwriting on some of those documents. | have found the naturalization record, after 1906, to be
the best resource to identify ancestral hometowns.

American naturalizations began in 1790, shortly after a U.S. federal government was established (1).
One could naturalize in a federal or county court. When you are searching for naturalization records
for your ancestors, know it could be at the National Archives or in the state or county archives where
your ancestor lived. You can also find some naturalizations online. Ancestry currently has
Pennsylvania federal naturalizations up to 1931 as well as some county naturalizations. https://
www.ancestry.com/search/collections/panatoriginals/ FamilySearch has naturalization petition
records for the Eastern District Court of Pennsylvania up to 1931. https://www.familysearch.org/
search/collection/1913395

Naturalization records consist of a declaration of intention, sometimes referred to as "first papers,"
the petition, or "final papers" and the certificate of naturalization. The declaration of intention was the
immigrant's first step in declaring their intention to become a U.S. citizen. The petition, which would
be completed at least three years later, is when the applicant became a U.S. citizen. The certificate
of naturalization was given to the person once they became a citizen. Prior to 1906, naturalization
records do not contain a whole lot of genealogical information. You will find the country the person
originated from, but rarely the town. You may find an age and rarely an address in naturalization
records before 1906. After 1906, naturalization records become a treasure trove of genealogical
information! You could find:

e address

e age and birth date

« town and country of birth and last residence
e occupation

e physical appearance
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

e sSpouse's hname

o the spouse's birthplace and birth date

e marriage date

e names of children with their birthdates and birthplace

e arrival date to U.S., what port and name of ship

e and when the applicant declared and took the oath to
become a U.S. citizen

If the immigrant applied after 1929, you may find a photograph of
your ancestor attached to the declaration of intention. Triplicates *
were made of the declarations and the photograph only appears
on the copies and not the original (2).

When | decided to look for my Hungarian great, great grandfather
Istvan Mizsak's naturalization record, | needed to find clues as to
whether he went through the naturalization process or not.
Census records between 1890 and 1950 ask whether an immigrant had naturalized or not. So |
decided to seek out this information from the 1930 U.S. Census, and | discovered that Istvan had
naturalized (3). The citizenship question is highlighted to the right. It corresponds with the last three
boxes below.

My GG grandfather is found on the 3rd line. As was common with many Eastern European
immigrants, Istvan Americanized his name. He is noted as Stephen here or some records state
Stefan. In the 2nd to the last box "NA" is written, which noted he was naturalized. As most
genealogists know, census records are not always accurate, but this gives me a clue that he was
probably naturalized by 1930. | have been unable to find him in the 1920 census, and since he
travelled back and forth to Hungary, | believe he may have been in Hungary during the time the

(Continued on page 7)
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census was enumerated. | also had trouble finding him in the 1910 U.S. Census (but | have found
him since then), so all | had to go on was he was naturalized sometime before 1930 and after 1899,
the year he migrated according to the 1930 census. My online search for his naturalization records
came up empty. | knew he lived in Trenton, New Jersey, so | went to the New Jersey State Archives
to see if | could find his naturalization records.

(Continued from page 6)

My first trip to the New Jersey States Archives was not a successful one for finding Istvan. | looked
through the microfilm index for Istvan, Stefan, or Stephen Mizsak. | searched through every record
that had these names, and each one was not my GG grandfather. The age, children’s names, and
so forth did not match up to my ancestor. | had other people to research, so | put my GG
grandfather's naturalization search aside and | would try again another day.

For my next trip to the New Jersey State Archives, | decided to broaden the names | would seek out.
| decided to look at every record that had a surname of Mizsak, Miszak, Mizak, Misak or anything
similar for my ancestor. | thought if | didn't find him, perhaps | could find a sibling. | came across a
Stif Mizisk (4). This was my guy! The age matched up and there was my great grandmother with her
siblings listed on the document. I'm not sure why he chose to go by Stif on this official record, but it
was happy dance time! On this document | discovered the town where my GG grandfather was born.
| learned when he migrated to the United States, the port and the name of the ship. This led me to
find his ship passenger records online. While | had viewed this ship passenger record previously, |
could not verify it was my ancestor. It stated his destination was in Eleanora, Pennsylvania. | only
knew of his American residence being in New Jersey. Why would he be out in Jefferson County,
Pennsylvania? | can only guess the whys, but now | have proof linking him to different areas in the
United States. It gave me another region to research.

In conclusion, if you have fairly recent American ancestry, make sure you seek out the naturalization
record. You can find your ancestor's hometown among other gems of information. Also, be careful of
spelling variants as | came across. Even official government records could have a name spelling that
you don't expect. Do you have an ancestral immigrant story or a research tip you would like to
share? Please share it with us at editor@genpa.org and it may just be published in an upcoming
newsletter!

Angie Indik, 2nd Vice President and Copy Editor

(Continued on page 8)
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SOURCES

1. "United States Naturalization and Citizenship," FamilySearch, 15 September 2019 (https://
www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/United States Naturalization _and_Citizenship : accessed 29 October
2019).

2. "History of the Declaration of Intention (1795-1956)," U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services,
26 November 2013 ( https://www.uscis.gov/history-and-genealogy/our-history/historians-mailbox/
history-declaration-intention-1795-1956 : accessed 29 October 2019.

3.1930 U.S. Census, Mercer County, New Jersey, population schedule, Trenton city, Ward 11, p.
192 (stamped), enumeration district (ED) 11-53, sheet 15-A, dwelling 170, family 171, Stephen
Mizsak; image, FamilySearch.org (https://www.familysearch.org/ : accessed 29 October 2019); citing
NARA microfilm publication T626 roll 1364.

4. Stif Mizisk petition for naturalization (1923), naturalization file no. 4706, Common Pleas, Court of
Mercer County at Trenton, New Jersey; New Jersey State Archives, Trenton, New Jersey.

PETITION FOR NATURALIZATION
MERCER COUNTY
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(This photograph shows a portion of the naturalization record.)
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NEW PUBLICATION ON ITS WAY: MARRIAGE RECORDS PUBLISHED IN
DER BAUERNFREUND, 1832-1839

Der Bauernfreund (“the farmer’s friend”) was a German-language weekly newspaper founded in
Sumneytown, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania in 1828 by Adam Slemmer and Enos Benner. In early
1952, Kenneth H. Hallman translated the listings of the marriages that had been published in German
from August 15, 1832, to December 25, 1839. Hallman'’s translations are housed at the Montgomery
County (Pa.) Historical Society, which shared them with the Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania
(GSP) to create a newly formatted and indexed version of Hallman’s work, available soon in print.* In
the meantime, we thought that you might enjoy a peak at a sampling of the marriages, so we extracted
a few items showing a couple of well-known local names.

BOYER MARRIAGES

Mary Ann Boyer, Perkiomen, with Charles Dickey, Lower Providence, by Rev Geo Wack, 2nd inst
[October], 1832

Hanna Boyer, Boyertown, with Dr Charles Sellers, Sumneytown, Thursday 13th inst [December], 1832

Henrietta Boyer, daughter of John, Colebrookdale, with Amos Walbridge, Vermont, by Rev F Werman,
January 4, 1834

Elija Boyer with Elisabeth Heist, both Berks County, by Rev C Miller, April 27, 1834
Elisabeth Boyer, Norristown, with Daniel Longecker, Plymouth, by Rev B Keller, August 14, 1834

Jacob K Boyer, Cumru Township, with Lucy, daughter of David Ludwig Esq, by Rev L C Herman, 3rd
inst [August], 1834

Esther Boyer with Samuel Moser, both Amity, December 28, 1834

Joseph Boyer with Lea Renninger, both Limerick, January 11, 1835

Jonas Boyer with Judith Schwenk, both Frederick Township, by Rev C Miller, 4th inst [October], 1835
Manasse Boyer with Maria Jones, both Marlborough, by Rev Fr Waage, January 17, 1836

Adam Boyer with widow Hanna Sands, both District, by Rev C Miller, August 28, 1836

12/6/2019 The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania 9
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Andreas Boyer, Evansburg, with Eliza Holdemann, Trappe, by Rev Jacob Wampole, December 22, 1836

(Continued from page 9)

Jones Boyer with Catharina Setzler, both Sumneytown, by Rev C Miller, November 27, 1836

Elisabeth Boyer, Skippack, with Aaron Nuss, Lower Providence, by Rev Jacob Wampole, January 1,
1837

Adam Boyer with Hanna Bossert, both Upper Hanover, by Rev D Weiser, 8th inst [January], 1837
Mary Boyer, Milford, with Peter Trumbauer, Upper Hanover, by Rev Waage, September 10, 1837

Susanna Boyer, Upper Hanover, with John Basmass, New Hanover, by Rev Fr Waage, November 26,
1837

Dina Boyer with Samuel Hepler, both Frederick Township, by Rev Basler, December 3, 1837

Sarah Boyer with Heinrich Hillegass, both Milford, by Rev D Weiser, last Sunday [December], 1837
Eliza Boyer with Franklin Fillman, both Sumneytown, by Rev Geo Roeller, last Sunday [January], 1838
Enoch Boyer with Harriet Hertlein, both Oley, by Rev C Miller, October 28, 1838

Isaac Boyer with Mary Mauger, both Douglas, Berks County, by Rev Herman, December 8, 1838
Ephraim Boyer with Rebecca Klein, both Trappe, by Rev H S Miller, Trappe, December 25, 1838

Hannah Boyer, Frederick Township, with Tobias Cressman, Upper Salford, by Rev A Hofman, March 24,
1839

Elisabeth Boyer with Peter K Roth, both Frederick Township, by Rev H S Basler, October 27, 1839

MOYER MARRIAGES

Heinrich Moyer with Hanna Livegood, both Pottsgrove, by Rev Friedrich Herman, October 12, 1832
Jacob Moyer with Sara Hechler, both Lower Salford, last Sunday [September], 1833

Catharina Moyer, Limerick, with Daniel Gilbert, Pottsgrove, by Rev C Miller, 24th inst [October], 1833
Anna, daughter of Abraham Moyer, Towamencin, with Heinrich Clemmens, Lower Salford, by Rev Wm

Preiss, March 23, 1834

(Continued on page 11)
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Abraham Moyer, Upper Salford, with Hannah Detweiler, Franconia, by Rev Jacob Gottschall, March 31,
1835

(Continued from page 10)

Israel Moyer with Rebecca Scheffe, both Limerick, by Rev Herman, last Sunday, June 8, 1834

Samuel Moyer, Upper Saucon, with Elisabeth Jacob, Upper Hanover, by Rev D Weiser, December 27,
1835

Jacob Moyer, Lower Salford, with Barbara Schumacher, Skippack, by Rev Jacob Wampole, February 1,
1837

John Moyer with Julia Batz, both Skippack, by Rev Basler, November 24, 1837
Abraham Moyer, Lower Salford, with Nancy Hage, Skippack, by Rev H S Basler, January 28, 1838

Barbara Moyer, Marlborough, with Jacob H Geyer, merchant of Sumneytown, by Rev Demme,
Philadelphia, May 3, 1838

Maria Moyer with Joseph Meck, both District, by Rev D Weiser, last Sunday [September], 1838
Elisabeth Moyer with Johann Sprenger, both Hereford, by Rev D Weiser, last Sunday [November], 1838
Daniel Moyer with Christina Bardman, both New Hanover, by Rev C Miller, November 25, 1838

Jonas Moyer with Elisabeth Bechtel, both Hereford, by Rev D Weiser, several weeks ago [late 1838]

Elisabeth Moyer, Lower Salford, with Abraham Neiss by Rev S Harley, Sunday before last [March], 1839

ZIEGLER MARRIAGES

David Ziegler, son of Abraham Ziegler, with Catharina Musselman, both Harmonie, Butler County, by Rev
Runk, August 15, 1832

Jacob Ziegler, Lower Salford, with Elisabeth Lanes, Rockhill Township, by Rev J A Strassberger,
September 2, 1832

Jacob Ziegler, merchant, Lower Salford, with Elisabeth Bechtel, Upper Hanover, by Rev J T Faber, last
Sunday [November], 1832

Jacob Rudy, widower, with Mrs Nancy Ziegler, widow of Michael, near Zieglerville, both Philadelphia, in
(Continued on page 12)
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(Continued from page 11)
Philadelphia, March 31

Andreas Ziegler with Maria Herner, both Frederick Township, by Rev H S Bassler, August 11, 1833
Abraham Ziegler with Catharina Schwenck, both Limerick, by Rev C Miller, December 8, 1833

Michael Ziegler, Lower Salford, with Maria Landis, Franconia, by Rev Geo Roeller, December 22, 1833

Dr John M Nelson with Elisabeth, daughter of Heinrich Ziegler, both Frederick Township, by RevH S
Bassler, April 20, 1834

Heinrich Schneider, Upper Milford, with Maria Ziegler, Upper Hanover, by Rev D Weiser, Sunday a week
[April], 1834

William Ziegler, Lower Salford, with Ann Schwartley, Franconia, by Rev Sam Gehman, August 30, 1835
Dillman Ziegler, Lower Salford, with Maria Jacobs, Skippack, by Rev H S Basler, October 16, 1836
Abraham Ziegler, Friedrich Township, with Catharina Walt, Limerick, by Rev H S Basler, March 5, 1837

Andreas Ziegler, Lower Salford with Loise Jacobs, Skippack, by Rev Geo Roeller, last Sunday [October],
1837

*GSP members can access these listings free at our website, www.genpa.org.

THANK YC
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MEMOIR OF EDWARD SHIPPEN, M. D, U. 8. N,,
SECOND PRESIDENT OF THE GENEALOGICAL
BOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA.

BY JOSIAH GRANVILLE LEACH.

The subject of this memoir, Rear-Admiral Edward Ship-
pen, M. D., was born in Mercer County, New Jersey, 18
June, 1826, and died at Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia, 16
June, 1911, He was seventh in descent from the Honor-
able Edward® Shippen, who, born on his ancestral estate at
Methley, Yorkshire, England, in 1639, came to America
as early as 1668, and seitled in Boston, Massachuselts,
where he entered upon a successful career as a merchant,
becoming prominent and wealthy. At his coming, he was
attached to the Church of England, and in 1669, he joined
the artillery company, now famounsly known as the “ Anecient
and Honorable Artillery Company of Massachusetts.” Two
years later, he married Elizabeth Lybrand, a Quakeress,
and became a member of the Sociely of Friends, and, in
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Memoir of Edward Shippen, M. D., U. 8. N. 3

delphia ; in 1765, Prothonotary of the Supreme Court; in
1770, a Provineial Councillor; in 1784, president Judge of
the Court of Common Pleas of Pliladelphia County, and,
in the same vear, one of the Judges of the High Court of
Errors and Appeals; in 1791, assistant Judge of the Supreme
Court, and in 1799, Chief Justice of the same, succeeding
the eminent Chief Justice McIKean, and serving in this
capacity until late in 1805, when he resigned the office on
account of infirmities of age, and died a few months later.
Chief Justice Shippen married Margaret, daughter of the
Honorable Tench Francis, Attorney General of Pennsyl-
vania, and by her was the father of Dr. Edward® Shippen,
born 11 December, 1758 ; died 22 October, 15809 ; graduated
at the University of Pennsylvania: studied medicine at the
University of Edinburgh; practiced in his profession, in
Pennsylvania and New Jersey ; married Elizabeth Juliana
Footman, by whom he had Richard® Shippen, born 2
February, 1795 ; died 18 May, 1868 ; married Anne Eliza-
beth Farmer, and had by her, four children, of whom the
subject of this memoir, was the eldest.

tear-Admiral Edward® Shippen, or Dr. Shippen, as he
was usually styled, was carefully prepared for college, and
matriculuted at Princeton University, from which he was
graduated in 1845, receiving the degrees of A. B. and A.
M. in course. Upon leaving that institution, he began the
study of medicine at the Medical Department of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, from which he received the degree
of M. D. in 1845, The following year he was appointed
from Pennsylvania, to the navy of the United States, as
assistant surgeon ; and thus he entered upon a medical
career in the Navy, which covered a period of nearly forty
yvears, and proved both honorable and distinguished.  On
26 April, 15861, at the opening of the Civil War, he was
promoted Surgeon, and on 17 March, 1876, Medical Direc-
tor, with rank of captain, retiring on account of age limit,
18 June, 1858, In 1907, he became Rear-Admiral on the
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2 Memoir of Edward Shippen, M. D., U. 8. N.

consequence, was made fo share in the persecutions and
sufferings meted out in his day to so many of his religious
faith in Boston, resulting in his quitting that town, and
removing with his family to FPhiladelphia, where he con-
tinued to reside during the remainder of his life. Through
his commercial transactions, he had become well known to
the social, business, and political leaders in Philadelphia,
who, recognizing his high character and eminent worth,
welcomed him among them with great cordiality, and soon
thereafter, he was invested with public honors of the first
importance. In 1695 he was chosen speaker of the Pro-
vincial Assembly; in 1696, & member of the Provincial
Couneil, in which body he served until his death, being its
president in 17024, and in this capacity, acting governor
of the Province for a time. In Penn's charter of 25 Octo-
ber, 1701, Mr. Shippen was named as Mayor for the City
of Philadelphia, and filled that office until 5 October, 1703,
when he declined further service, and his successor was
chosen.

Joseph?® Shippen, second son of Edward' Shippen by
wife Elizabeth Lybrand, was born in Boston, 28 February,
1678/9, and died at Philadelphia, June, 1741. He was a
merchant and a member of Franklin's “ Junto.” By his
first wife, Abigail Grosse, he was the father of Edward®
Shippen, born 9 July, 1703 : died 25 September, 1781 ; for
many years a member of Commeon Couneils of Philadelphia ;
Mayor of the city in 1744, a founder of the College of New
Jersey—now Princeton University—, and one of the sub-
scribers to the Philadelphia Academy, the parent of the
University of Pennsylvania; married as first wife, Sarah
Plumley, and had by her, Edward* Shippen, the eminent
jurist, born 16 February, 1728/9. The latter was sent to
Europe by his father, and studied law at the Middle Temple,
London ; was admitted as a barrister in 1750 ; returned to
Philadelphia, and entered on the practice of the law there.
In 1752, he was appointed Judge of the Admiralty in Phila-
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4 Memoir of Edward Shippen, M. D., U. 8 N.

retired list. His active service in the Navy is here out-
lined : Attached to sloop Marion, East Indian Squadron,
1849-1852 ; receiving ship, Ohio, Boston, 1852-1853 ; Ful-
ton, Fishing Banks Squadron, 1853 ; Hetzel, Coast Survey,
1854 ; Dolphin, Coast of Africa, 1855-1857; rendezvous,
Philadelphia, 1858 ; steamer Caledonia, Paraguay Expedi-
tion, 1859 ; flagship Congress, Brazil Squadron, 18501861 ;
frigate Congress, North Atlantic Blockading Squadron,
1861-1862; in the Congress when attacked by the Confede-
rate ram Merrimae, at Newport News, and injured by a
shell ; Recorder of Medical Examining Board, Philadelphia,
1862 ; receiving ship and special recruiting duty, New
York, 1862-1864; frigate New Ironsides, North Atlantie
Squadron, 1864-1865 ; at both battles of Fort Fisher, and
at Bermuda Hundred ; steam sloop Canandaigua, European
Bquadron, 1866-1868 ; during which he made the Russian
cruise, under Admiral Farragut; member of Naval Retiring
Board, Philadelphia, 1868 ; Surgeon of the Naval Academy,
Annapolis, 1869-1871; Fleet Surgeon, European Station,
1871-1873 ; Navy Yard, Philadelphia, 1873 ; Naval Hos-
pital, Philadelphia, 1874-1879; President of the Naval
Examining Board, Philadelphia, 1880-1881 ; President of
Board of Examiners, March, 1881-1883; Naval Hospital,
Philadelphia, 1883-1886; special duty at Philadelphis,
18686-18858.

Dr. Shippen was a man of keen intelligence; marked
literary taste and cultured mind. Throughout his life he
was a diligent reader, and kept in touch with the best
thought of the world. After his retirement from active
duty in the Navy, he could be seen almost daily, when
health permitted, wending his way to the Philadelphia
Library, returning books, and taking back home a handful
of unread ones. He was not only a lover of literature, but
a maker as well, as is evidenced by the following author-
ships: Thirty Years at Sea; A Christmas at Sea; Naval
Battles of America, 1905; Naval Battles of the World,
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1905 ; and, in addition thereto, he was a contributor to
magazines,

He was u Fellow of the College of Physicians of Phila-
delphia ; Companion of the Military Order of the Loyal
Legion ; Governor of the Society of Colonial Wars in
Pennsylvania ; Vice-President of the University Club, Phila-
delphia ; member of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania,
and of other organizations, and President of this, The
Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania, which latter position
he filled from almost the day the Socielty was founded to
the day of his death. He was deeply interested in the
objects for which our Bociety was organized ; and was most
helpful in furthering its welfare, so much so, that his death
is & matter to be long mourned by its membership.

Dr. Shippen possessed an attraclive personality, and his

ready wit, his genial and social disposition, and the kindly
courtesy which marked his intercourse with men, made
him beloved by those who came in close contact with him.
All recognized in him the qualities which make up “a
gentleman of the old school."

He married, 13 January, 18563, Mary Catharine Paul,
daughter of the late Dr. John Rodman Paul, an eminent
physician of Philadelphia. She pre-deceased her husband.
He is survived by three daughters, Anna, wife of George
Willing ; Katharine Paul, widow of Dr. Frederick A. Pack-
ard, and Margaret, wife of Edwards 8. Dunn, and a grand-
son, Edward Shippen Barnes, son of a deceased daughter,
Flizaheth Paul Barnes.
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A FEW NEW OR UPDATED ONLINE PENNSYLVANIA RECORD COLLECTIONSﬁ

It can be very difficult to keep up with the latest genealogy news, let alone which website
updated their collections to include records which may help your research. Here are some of the
recent new or updated Pennsylvania record collections:

Pennsylvania Birth, Marriage, and Death (BMD) Record Links (updated links 25 Jul 2019) —
Links to vital records and indexes from around the state, including many updates. https://
www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/pennsylvania-birth-marriage-and-death-bmd-record-links

New Jersey, Church Records, 1675-1970 (updated with images 15 Nov 2019) — While this
may not seem like the best collection to look for Pennsylvania records, there are quite a few PA
counties included. Click on “Browse through (whatever the image count is up to) images” near
the bottom of the page to see which counties have images. https://www.familysearch.org/search/
collection/2106099

Pennsylvania, Lawrence County Index of Obituaries, 1871-2016 & Pennsylvania,
Lawrence County Index of Marriage Announcement, 1858-2006 (new as of 11 Nov 2019) —
Even though these are only indexes, the simple fact that the records take us very close to the
present, makes them worth checking out if you are conducting research in Lawrence County and
the surrounding counties. https://www.myheritage.com/research/collection-10784/pennsylvania-
lawrence-county-index-of-obituaries-1871-2016 & https://www.myheritage.com/research/
collection-10785/pennsylvania-lawrence-county-index-of-marriage-announcement-1858-2006

Pennsylvania, Register of Military Volunteers, 1861-1865 (new indexed record collection, as
of 12 Nov 2019) — Currently, the images are only available through FamilySearch if you are
logged on at a FamilySearch Affiliate Library or a Family History Center. These records are on
microfilm at the PA State Archives, as well as available through their website, including the
images, all for free (https://archon.kinpa.org/psal/index.php?p=collections/controlcard&id=8960).
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/3048335

Pennsylvania, Wayne County, Court of Common Pleas, Naturalization Records, 1799-1906
(new indexed record collection, as of 19 Nov 2019) — This collection consists of microfilmed
index books of naturalizations from the Court of Common Pleas in Wayne County. The original
records are with the Wayne County Prothonotary. https://www.familysearch.org/search/
collection/3158041

(Continued on page 19)
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Pennsylvania, County Marriages, 1885-1950 (updated 17 Nov 2019) — This collection is a
perfect example of why not to pay too close attention to date ranges in collection names. As you
can read, FamilySearch states that the marriages listed only span a specific sixty five years.
However, by clicking on “Browse through 1,789,697 (current count) images,” then choosing
“Philadelphia,” you can see that these marriage certificates and licenses don’t even go up to
1885. Some are as early as 1846! It pays to look a bit deeper. https://www.familysearch.org/
search/collection/1589502

I'll leave you with a helpful tool all of you can use, courtesy of FamilySearch. | noticed a link on
the FamilySearch Research Wiki page for the Pennsylvania, County Marriages, 1885-1950
collection (https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Pennsylvania, County Marriages_-

FamilySearch Historical Records). It is under the heading, “Coverage Map.” This map
illustrates very well FamilySearch’s holdings for PA county marriage records or lack thereof.
There is also a table.

But that’s not all' Besides, marriage records, there are also coverage maps and tables for the
following categories in Pennsylvania: birth, death, land, naturalization, and probate & will. All
these are duplicated in the other forty nine states, as well. If that wasn’t enough, there are also
the same categories nationally. The only difference is that probate and will are separated and
made two distinct categories. The link for the coverage map of PA county marriages is below.
You can find the links to the other categories at the bottom of the page. If you want to change
states quickly, replace the “PA” in the URL with whichever state’s postal abbreviation you want
to check out.

http://user.xmission.com/~jsvare/FR/PA_FRM.html

Happy researching!
Joseph Roby — GSP Board Member, Copy Editor

« & First State to officially celebrate Christmas in the United States was Alabama in 1836
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e}'i‘ # First recorded display of a Christmas tree was in the 1830s by German settlers in Pennsylvania
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PHILADELPHIA RESEARCH SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP FIELD TRIP:
PHILADELPHIA CITY ARCHIVES

This group not only focuses on learning about libraries, archives, and other sources for genea-
logical research in and around Philadelphia, but members actually go to visit such places and
do hands on research. Thus, members learn about the facility, what is offered there, and how
best to use it. On November 1%, members of this group met at the Philadelphia City Archives,
now located at 6™ and Spring Garden Streets. All were very pleased with the experience.

First, everyone found it easy to get to. For example, | traveled south on Route 95, then got off
at exit 22, which in turn took me right onto to Callowhill Street. A few blocks later, | made a
right turn onto 7™ Street and at the next intersection turned right onto Spring Garden Street. Fi-
nally, | made a right onto 6™ Street and | was there! Continuing down 6" Street a half block
brought me to the Target Store parking lot where there are several parking spaces reserved for
visitors to the City Archives and yes, that means parking is free! A half block walk gets you to
the Archives entrance and puts you in the hands of several friendly, knowledgeable and helpful
staff. They greeted us, were interested in what we hoped to find, and helped each of us with
our research. You would think the day could not be better, but hold on: this facility is right next
to The Yards Brewing Co where we enjoyed an excellent lunch. The holdings of this facility are
legion. Be sure to ask at the desk for the finding aid to explore what they have that just might
be of help to you.

Carol M. Sheaffer

Lo

VISITING CEMETERIES: WHAT IS YOUR EXPERIENCE?

It can be challenging visiting cemeteries to look for ancestors' graves. We know there are a lot of
variations in Pennsylvania cemeteries, from the dates that they were established to who owns or
operates them as well as the condition that they are in. In addition, how easy or difficult they are
to find, whether records are available at the cemetery (or online), whether the cemetery's office
staff (if there is one) is helpful, and so on. We'd like to know about your experiences, good and
bad, and your advice that would be helpful to others on such issues as access, safety, parking,
best hours to visit, etc. Please take this short survey and look for the results in an upcoming
issue of this newsletter. Thanks for your help!
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NEw ADDITION TO WEBSITE:

MARRIAGES FROM GERMAN-LANGUAGE NEWSPAPER, 1854-55
Volunteers at GSP continue to work on the listing of marriages from Der Bauernfreund, the
German-language newspaper published in Montgomery County from 1832 to 1858. The Eng-
lish translation of the marriages from 1832 to 1853 are already online and available to mem-
bers; marriages from 1854 to 1855 have just been posted. Soon to come: marriages from 1856
to 1858, after they are indexed and proofread.

There are a lot of familiar names from Montgomery County in these listings — Weber, Delp,
Sauder, Nees, Markley, Moyer, Leidy, Kolb, Fretz, Alderfer, Clemmens, and many more. Wom-
en’s maiden names are included and in many cases, their fathers’ names also appear. Minis-
ters include Waage, Strassburger, Miller, Peixoto, Wack, Medtart, and many others.

PREPRO SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP

With many competing fall genealogical activities, a smaller than usual group met this month.
Four people shared their experiences in working on their own research and doing some work
for others. Successes, frustrations, brick walls took the stage! | think all in this group would
agree that pre- professional genealogists are just as likely to experience highs and lows when
doing research as beginner or intermediate researchers. While there are differences in
knowledge and experience, all researchers have some things in common.

Carol M. Sheaffer

SHARE YOUR RESEARCH OR QsA

FAMILY HISTORY STORY Do you have questions about Pennsylvania
genealogy? We have answers! For example,
we can answer questions such as
“Where\How can | find marriage license
records?” or “When did Pennsylvania start
recording birth certificates?” We'll feature the
question and answer in the newsletter.
Submit your questions (not family specific
research) to: editor@genpa.org

Briefly share amusing, touching,
unusual, interesting or tragic
stories you have unearthed in
your family research -Submit
your story in plain text to
editor@genpa.orq
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PENNSYLVANIA FEATURED COUNTY -... CENTRE COUNTY ﬁ

Pennsylvania became a state December 12, 1787. There are 67 counties and 2561 municipalities.
Centre County was established on 13 February 1800 from parts of Mifflin, Northumberland,
Lycoming and Huntingdon Counties. The county seat is Bellefonte.

Prominent People: Joe Paterno, Jonathan Frakes, Jonathan Condo, Rene Portland, Matt Rhule,
Gov. William Fisher Packer, Doris Grove, Randolph Channing Crowder Jr., Matthew Suhey, Henry
Adams Thompson, Dannah Gresh, Matt Adams, Joseph Granville Leonard and Larry Alphonso
Johnson Jr.

Microfilm copies of county records along with the tools to help research county records are
available at the Pennsylvania State Archives - PHMC > Archives > Research Online > County and
Municipal Records (under Genealogy)

Finding Family and Historical Records in Centre County

I. Recorder of Deeds in Centre County: https://centrecountypa.gov/418/Recorder-of-Deeds

Il. Register of Wills and Orphans' Court in Centre County: https://centrecountypa.gov/393/Reqister-
of-Wills-Clerk-of-Orphans-Court

Ill. Family Search Wiki on Centre County: https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/
Centre County, Pennsylvania_Genealogy

IV. Centre County Historical Society: https://www.centrehistory.org/

V. Centre County Genealogical Society: https://centrecountygenealogy.org/

VI. Commemorative Biographical Record of Central Pennsylvania; Volume One (free eBook):
https://books.google.com/books?id=B8swAQAAMAAJ

VII. History of Centre and Clinton Counties by J.B. Linn (free eBook): https://books.google.com/
books?id=ISEUAWAAQBAJ

VIII. Industries and Institutions of Centre County: with Historical Sketches of Principal Villages by
D.S. Maynard (free eBook): https://archive.org/details/industriesinstitO0Omayn_0

IV. Chronology of Pennsylvania Counties: http://buckscountyhistory.com/chronological.htm

X. Pennsylvania Resource Guides: https://genpa.org/public-%20collections/pennsylvania-%
20resources/
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BRICK WALL SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP (SIG) ﬁ

As the purpose of this group is to pull together the thoughts and ideas of researchers and creatively
try to break through a brick wall for another genealogical researcher, it followed naturally that the
same group could tackle a brick wall for an organization — that is, GSP. While inventorying some
books, one of our board members found a document entitled, “A History of The Genealogical Society
of Pennsylvania 1892-1952.” It is 39 pages long and was published in 1953 as a partial requirement
for a master’s degree in Library Science at Drexel Institute (now University). The copyright status of
this work needed to be determined. Finding the author Naomi E. Wolf would help to determine that
status. Internet research failed to yield concrete information on the author. Did she move? Did she
marry? Was she deceased? Copyrights at that time are not currently on the US Copyright Office
website. One has to go to that office to search. Contacting the alumni office or archives of the univer-
sity she attended might be useful and will be checked. Someone thought that reading GSP Board
minutes for the years before and after that year might yield mention of the work, but there was no
such mention. It became evident that the research plan had to involve records of the university.
Hopefully that might lead to information on whether there was and is a copyright and, if so, whether it
belongs to the author or the educational institution. That will be done. Once into the minutes, howev-
er, other items came to our awareness that could use research. It was almost like coming upon a
whole new family line to purse when researching ancestors. Thus, there are several projects to begin
working on for brick wall busters and members of the GSP Volunteer Team. As is true of this group,
however, precedence is given to individual researchers and their brick walls and time devoted to any
one person’s problem is limited. So, next meeting will move on to another individual request.

Carol M. Sheaffer

DNA SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP

This month’s group was focused on discussing DNA results reported by the members and their
questions. The HomeDNA GPS Origins Test was discussed. It does not provide matches but
attempts to determine the ancient origin of three major segments of DNA and the migration route
of same.

My own results were as follows:
Fennoscandia 23.6 %: Peaks in Iceland and Norway, and declines Norway, Sweden, Finland

Southern France 17.5 %: Peaks in southern France, and declines in northern France, England,
Orkney Islands and Scandanavia

Orkney Islands 13.4 %: Peaks in Orkney Islands, and declines in Orkney Islands, France, Eng-
land, Germany, Belarus and Poland

There are interactive maps to trace DNA migration.
Carol M. Sheaffer
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GSP has a number of volunteer opportunities at home, in the office or on location. ﬁ
E-mail at info@genpa.org or editor@genpa.org or call the office 267-686-2296
Newsletter: Joseph Roby, Angie Indik-Copy Editors, Nancy Janyszeski, Carol M. Sheaffer

GSP EXEcuTIVE BOARD

President: Carol M. Sheaffer MD ~ Vice-President: Nancy C Nelson ~ 2nd Vice President: Angie Indik
Secretary: Valerie Lutz ~ Treasurer: Nancy Janyszeski

GSP BoARD

Doug Mondel ~ Deborah Coombe ~ Norman Douglas Nicol, PhD
Jane Benner ~ Frank Straup ~ Joseph Roby

GSP RESEARCH
GSP does not offer phone consultations. We require that all research requests be in writing. Request
Form — PDF Document

Check the Research page on our website for additional information. https://genpa.org/research/

E-mail research requests to info@genpa.org

The GSP Pennsylvania Resource Guides can help answer where to find great Pennsylvania

research sources.
https://genpa.org/public-collections/pennsylvania-resources/
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The Genealogical Societ of Pennsylvania
2100 Byberry Road—Suite 111

Philadelphia PA 19116 267.686.2296
editor@genpa.org JOIN GSP
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