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Pennsylvania Mothers' Pension Accounts Finding Aid May Help Your Research

By Margaret R. Fortier
Professional Genealogist

Why not pay poor mothers to rear their own children
at home, instead of spending millions on public
institutions to care for those same children when they
have become criminals and dependents?
Wilkes-Barre Times-Leader,8 August 1912, p. 4

Introduction
The Pennsylvania Mothers’ Pensions were
created to help widowed mothers keep
their children at home. Mothers’ Pensions,
a precursor of what we know as Aid to
Dependent Children programs, was part
of an effort by many states to address the
environmental causes of poverty. The first
White House Conference on the Care of
Dependent Children in 1909 gave impetus
to the movement. Illinois was the first to
implement a program in 1911; by 1919
there were 39 states participating. The
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania enacted its
pension program in 1913.

Authorizing Law
Pennsylvania Law 1913, No. 80 was an act
to provide monthly payments to indigent,
widowed, or abandoned mothers for
partial support of their children in their
own homes. Each county was to apply
to the governor to appoint five to seven
women to serve as trustees without pay.
Five counties out of 67 had applied for
trustee appointments by January 19, 1914:
Philadelphia, Allegheny, Luzerne, Schuylkill,
and Beaver, representing 42% of the state
population. Payments were to be made
directly to the beneficiaries. The state split
the expense with the county.

Trustees were required to ensure that the
recipients were “worthy in every way,” and
stipulated that teachers make reports that
the children of the recipients were attending
school. The maximum payment was $12 per
child per month, $20 for two children, $26
for three children and $5 for each additional

child. Recipients had to be residents of the
county for three years. Fraud was punished
by a fine of $500 or imprisonment for a year
or both.

Following is a transcription of the Index
of Counties, part No. 1, 1913-1914,
Pennsylvania Mothers Pension Accounts

County Folio#
Four copies of the record of each family
were to be kept, one in each of the following
locations:

Allegheny 1-15

Beaver 16-25
Luzerne 26-50

■ Office of the Trustees
■ Juvenile Court, or Orphans Court if the

county does not have a Juvenile Court
■ Auditor General
■ County Treasurer

Genealogical Application
While the pension account records are
financial in nature, the inclusion of exact
dates of birth for children born before state
vital records laws were established (1906)
and implemented (1915) is very valuable.
In addition the complete addresses of the
recipients are listed. And, reconstructing a
household that no longer has the support of
a father may point to his death or desertion
of the family. These records are found in
Pennsylvania Mothers Pension Accounts,
1913-1917, FHL microfilm 1,032,344.

McKean 51-60
Philadelphia 61-85
Potter 86-95
Schuylkill 96-110
Westmoreland 111-120
Columbia 121-124
Clinton 124-126
Clearfield 128-132
Fayette 133-139
Blair 139-144
Adams 145-146
Erie 147-151

Cambria 153
The ledger pages contain 10 entries per page
so an estimate of the number of entries for a
county can be calculated from the number
of pages. With one exception, a new page
was used for each county.

However, the descriptive information does
not indicate the coverage by county and
the indexing in the film is inconsistent. I
transcribed one index and compiled another
in an effort to make it easier to see the
coverage and to more precisely determine
the value of the film for genealogical
research.

The ledger extends over two pages and is
titled “Records of Monthly Payments to

County.” The
yearly period ran from June to May. The
earliest entries dated from February 1913.

Residents of

Organization and Record Examples
There are two parts to the film: No. 1 for
1913-1914 and No. 2 for 1915-1917. At the
beginning of part No. 1 is a handwritten
index, not in any discernible order, to the 16
counties covered, listed by folio numbers.
The folios in this section are numbered.

The columns on this form were:
■ Claim #
■ Name and address of beneficiaries
■ Names of children
■ Date of birth of children
■ Date of expiration or reduction
■ Monthly allowance

Following is an extract of a sample entry for
Luzerne County for 1913-1914:

Mothers' Pensions cont’d on page 3
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Spelling Doesn't Matter in Family Research
Sure enough, the name that the indexer had
written as “Marcotte,” was actually a pretty
clearly written “Marcozzi.” And, listed below
Saverio and his wife were three children:
Anna, Samuel, and Joseph.

as Samuel, Saverio, and Somerio, and his
last name is listed as both Marcozzi and
Margozio. It seemed that everyone was
confused about the correct spelling of his
name, and I wondered if that confusion had
affected the way his name was spelled on
official documents throughout his life.

When I started searching for different
combinations of these new possible names,
I started finding a lot more. There was a
1917 World War I draft card for Saverio
Marcozio, naturalization papers for Saverio
Marcozzi from 1920, and a 1924 passport
application for Saverio Margozio.

Most of these documents were signed with
a simple X, pointing to the possibility that
Saverio was illiterate and, therefore, not able
to carefully monitor all the different possible
written versions of his name.

By Kathryn Manz
Research and Administrative Manager

I often hear from members variations of,
“Those people can’t be my relatives. They
spell their name ‘Mans’ and my family spells
it ‘Manz.’ ” I had found the link between Samuel and

Saverio!
Of course— given that most of us are
tracing our family history to a time
before standardized spelling or to family
members who might have been illiterate
and unconcerned with spelling or very
concerned with Americanizing their
names— a difference of one letter in
someone’s name is not a good reason to rule
out a connection.

In the end, I realized that a single name
could be understood in many ways, by
the people who carry it, the people who
transcribe it, and the people who interpret
that transcription.

Early bird registration ends March 31
for our annual Day of Family History
in partnership with the Northeast
Pennsylvania Genealogical Society
(NPGS).

The event will be held from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
on Saturday, April 11 at the Luzerne County
Community College 1333 S. Prospect St. in
Nanticoke.

If I’m looking for a Huff, I know to check
the Hoffs, Houghs, and anyone else with a
close name. Recently, however, I did some
research that stretched my idea of how close
a close spelling needs to be.

A few months ago, a woman contacted
me about finding out more about her
grandfather and about his father who she’d
always heard had immigrated to the United
States from Italy in the early 20th century.

She had a last name for her great¬
grandfather, Marcozzi, but not a first name
that she was sure of. Marcozzi isn’t too
common a name, so I was able to find a
real possibility with a man named Saverio
Marcozzi— his age seemed right, he came
to the U.S. at the right time, he lived in the
right place— but I wasn’t able to link Saverio
with this woman’s grandfather Sam.

I also could only find isolated records for
Saverio and was having trouble creating a
timeline for him without big gaps. Where
were the records for him I was sure must
exist?

The most exciting thing I found was a
scandalous 1919 article from the Trenton
Evening Times that told the story of a
Somerio Margozio who, after being
discharged from the army, turned himself in
to the police for the “atrocious assault and
battery” of a man he’d shot in a “saloon.”

Because he was a veteran who had served
well and been gassed in France, he was
only fined $1 and asked to take care of the
medical bills of the man he’d hurt. If this
man was really the right one, my client was
in for some good stories!

The problem was that even though I
could show that all of these records
belonged to the same man— the passport
application listed the naturalization date
and information from the papers I had,
for example— I still couldn’t tie Saverio
Marcozzi to Sam, grandfather of the woman
who had contacted me.

The early bird fee is $35. Registration
from March 31-April 4 is $40. Walk-in
registration is $45.

The keynote speaker is Blaine T. Bettinger,
Ph.D. who will present Using Autosomal
DNA to Explore Your Ancestry. Genealogists
can use autosomal DNA for ethnicity
estimates, finding long-lost cousins, and
examining specific genealogical problems.

Jonathan Shea will give examples from his
Eastern European research by using records
found in the U.S.: census, ship lists, church
records, draft cards, and more. He will also
lecture on translation of Polish/Ukrainian/
Lithuanian documents.

Joe Grandinetti’s presentation will focus on
suggestions and solutions for overcoming
the challenges of Irish genealogical research.
Historian Pat McKnight will discussion the
collection and records of the railroads in
Northeastern Pennsylvania.

For more information and to register visit
www.genpa.org.

Luckily, I found a copy of his death
certificate that changed my search entirely.
Saverio Marcozzi’s 1958 death certificate
gave me a lot of information that I needed—
his parents’ names, the name of his daughter
(and her married name), and the fact that
he’d served in the military and was buried
with a military headstone.

The key to my search, though, was the fact
that his name was written several different
ways on the form. His first name is written

In the end, I decided to stop searching
for Marcozzi, Margozzi, Margozio, or any
other last name. I plugged “Saverio” and
everything else I knew about the man,
minus his last name, into Ancestry.com.

The first record was a 1940 census for a
Savario Marcotte. The name didn’t match
what I’d been looking for, but his birth date
and spouse’s name seemed right, so I clicked
through to the document and zoomed in as
best as I could.
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Mothers' Pensions cont’d from page 1

Name and Address of Beneficiaries
Mary Price, 138 Carroll St.,Pittston, Pa.

# of EntriesCounty
Allegheny 259
Beaver 49 Third Thursdays with the

Genealogical Society of
Pennsylvania

6-7:30 p.m. March 19

This month we’ll take a virtual
trip to Philadelphia’s City
Hall. You’ll learn what records
are available there, what
information you can find from
them and how to get access to
them. Free to GSP members,
$5 for non-members. Email
Kathryn.Manz@genpa.org to
sign up.

Every third Thursday of the
month GSP welcomes members
and other family history
enthusiasts to its office at 2207
Chestnut St. in Philadelphia for
a short lecture and discussion.

Names of Children and Date of Birth
John 10/10/1899
Bessie 12/15/1900
William 11/16/1903
Michael 11/15/1905

Bedford 13

Blair 96
Butler 20

Cambria 49

Chester 24
Mary Price's monthly allowance was $2. The
amount did not usually vary from month to
month.

Clearfield 40
Clinton 22
Columbia 25Part No. 2 did not include an index but the

county accounts are arranged in alphabetical
order. This later accounting included many
more counties than the earlier list, increasing
from 16 to 33 counties. The pages in this
section were unnumbered. The number of
entries for each of the counties appearing in
the film is listed in the table below. As there
are 10 entries per page, this gives a rough
idea of where in the roll the county appears.

The Index of Counties, part No. 2, 1915-
1917, Pennsylvania Mothers Pension
Accounts, compiled by author, at left.

Adams is the only county that was listed
in part No 1 and not listed in part No. 2.
Counties in bold were also listed in part No.
1, providing an opportunity to document a
family over time between the 1910 and 1920
census years.

If you have ancestors in these counties in this
time period, a look at the Mothers’ Pensions
could be very rewarding.***

Below: Department of the Treasury,
Pennsylvania Mothers Pension Accounts, 1913-
1917, Luzerne County, p. 26; Pennsylvania
State Archives, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; FHL
1,032,344, roll 34.

Erie 83

Fayette 39
Franklin 23
Huntingdon 8
Indiana 13

Jefferson 26
Lackawanna 21
Lancaster 10
Lawrence 18
Lebanon 23
Luzerne 208
Lycoming 12
McKean 16 Missed December's lecture

on death certificates? Visit
www.genpa.org for a recap of
Kathryn’s presentation.

Mercer 27
Montgomery 41
Montour 4
Philadelphia 208
Potter 42
Schuylkill 200

Our mission is to provide leadership and
support in promoting genealogy through
education, preservation, and access
to Pennsylvania-related genealogical
information.
President
Carol M. Sheaffer, MD
Vice Presidents
Susan S. Koelble and Deborah Coombe
Secretary
Valerie-Anne Lutz
Treasurer
Nancy C. Janyszeski
Penn in Hand is a bimonthly publication of
the Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania,
2207 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, PA 19103-
3010. 215-545-0391 genpa.org.

PIH Editor, Deborah Coombe,
Editor@genpa.org.
GSP Executive Director, Joyce Homan,
ExecDir@genpa.org.

Union 6

Venango 16
Washington 41

Westmoreland 106
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Join GSP as we teach you beginning
methodology to construct your family tree.
We’ll explain various record groups, online
sources, as well as repositories that will
help you in your search. This course is free,
but please email Joyce Homan at execdir@
genpa.org to confirm your spot.

Coming Events
Military Records at the Pennsylvania
State Archives

3-4:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 10
Aaron McWilliams, archivist at the State
Archives, will present a webinar on the
repository’s military collections. Learn
what’s available! Free to members, $10 to
non-members. Register aigenpa.org.

Cleanups at Mount Moriah Cemetery

9 a.m.-2 p.m., Saturday, March 28
It’s spring, and that means it’s time to help
clean up Mount Moriah! GSP and our
volunteers will partner with the cemetery
to help work on the grounds and continue
to restore this historic, beautiful resting
place. These cleanups will continue
throughout the year, including dates of:
April 11, May 9, June 13, July 11, Sept. 12,
Oct. 10, Nov. 14

Genealogy 101: Start Your Family
History Here
6:30-8 p.m. Tuesday, March 31
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Ron Arons Is the Featured Speaker at GSP's Annual MeetingKNv
w

i Mark your calendars to attend GSP's annual meeting to be held from 1-4 p.m. on
"j Friday, March 20 at The Armory located at 22 S. 23d St. in Philadelphia.

What’s in a Name? Trouble!
Ron will use the Genealogical Proof
Standard to show how identities can be

Ron has given more than 250 presentations internationally, which
have earned him a reputation as a humorous, informative, and
inspiring speaker. He has authored three books: The Jews of Sing Sing,
WANTED! U.S. Criminal Records, and, most recently, Mind Maps formerged and separated. In this example,

five individuals— all with the same name, Genealogy.
all born in the same general timeframe,
and all living in the same place where

one of the individuals lived or claimed to live— all found trouble,

Ron Arons

In 2006 he appeared on the PBS television series, The Jewish
Americans as an expert on NY Jewish criminality. In 2005 he won a
Hackman Research Grant from the N.Y. State Archives to continue
his research regarding historical Jewish criminals in New York.

either in business or with women.

Is this possible? If so, how? It defies probability and statistics. A fun
set of stories about multiple unrelated men who just happened to
share the same name and fate— trouble.A great demonstration of the MBA from the University of Chicago.
Genealogical Proof Standard in action.

Ron earned a B.S. in Engineering from Princeton University and an




