Dr. Hodgson’s Wife:
An Addendum to Hinshaw

Jeftrey L. Scheib

MONG THE RECORDS OF THE PHILADELPHIA Monthly
Meeting of Friends included in William Wade Hinshaw’s com-
pendium of American Quaker genealogy is that of the burial, on
26/4th month [i.e., June] 1690, of the wife of Dr. Hodgson of
Philadelphia." This otherwise unidentified woman was Hannah

Holme, who married Daniel Hodgson, *“‘practitioner of physick,” on
4 April 1689.°

Very little is known about Hannah Holme Hodgson other than the
facts of her marriage and death. Evidently she was under age at the
time she married, for the registration of the marriage notes that the
wedding took place with the “full & free assent and Consent’ of her
father.’ Her mother’s name has not been discovered, but her father
was John Holme (who died in Salem County, New Jersey, in January
1703 /4), who had arrived in Pennsylvania in June 1686.* The date of
Hannah’s own arrival in the province is not certainly known. The
record of her father’s arrival lists his three servants but not Hannah
or her four brothers, John, Ebenezer, Samuel, and Benjamin; both
the families and the servants of other passengers on the same ship,
the Desire of Plymouth, are listed.” Her bridegroom had been
practicing medicine in Philadelphia since at least the fall of 1688.
Daniel Hodgson died, apparently after a lingering illness, in March
1708/9, leaving a personal estate of £230.°

At the remove of three centuries it would be impertinent to accuse
Daniel Hodgson of mercenary motives in his choice of a bride, but it
1s difhcult to escape the conclusion that he thought he was marrying
very well. His new father-in-law controlled a large estate. Within two
years of his arrival in Pennsylvania, John Holme had married Mary
Hedge More (who died 17 November 1694), the widow of Dr.
Nicholas More, the former president of the Free Society of Traders,
Speaker of the Assembly in 1684, and the impeached first chief
justice of the Provincial Court, who had died in May 1687.” More
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had bought 10,000 acres of land from William Penn, who had
erected the tract into the manor of Moreland, including a grant to
More of the right to hold manorial courts. Moreover, More had also
developed a plantation, Green Spring, on 80 acres in the liberties of
Philadelphia that he had bought from Surveyor General Thomas
Holme. Additionally, More’s 10,000-acre purchase entitled him to
seven city lots in Philadelphia. Through his marriage to More’s
widow, John Holme controlled this vast amount of property.®

Evidently for John Holme the prominence consequent on his
marriage to Widow More and control of the More estate led to
political office. In January 1689/90 he was appointed to the
commission of the peace for Philadelphia County, in 1691 he was
named an alderman in the first Philadelphia city charter, and in
1692 he was elected to the Assembly as a delegate from Philadelphia
County.” As a justice of the peace, Holme distinguished himself, in
August 1692, by refusing to join in prosecuting George Keith on
charges that Holme knew originated not in any criminal activity but
in the religious divisions among the Quakers that Keith’s teachings
had provoked.'® Indeed, the registration of Hannah Holme’s mar-
riage provides an interesting glimpse of the social and political
circles in which her father traveled.'' The group of guests who
witnessed the marriage is notable for containing a number of
individuals who were not part of the dominant Quaker *“in group” in
the colony, including some who were major political opponents of
the Quaker leadership.'*

The most prominent politician among the witnesses to the mar-
riage was unquestionably the incumbent governor, John Blackwell
(1624-1701), whose stormy administration lasted little more than a
year before William Penn caved in to complaints from the Pennsyl-
vania Quakers and removed him from ofhce. A Puritan and a former
Cromwellian soldier, Blackwell was a sing'ularl! poor choice on
Penn’s part to govern a Quaker commonwealth.'” The three justices
of the peace who witnessed the marriage were William Markham
(died 12 June 1704), Griffith Jones (died 15 October 1712), and
William Salway (died 15 November 1694).'* Markham, William
Penn’s cousin, the former deputy governor, future lieutenant gov-
ernor, and incumbent provincial secretary, had been named by
Governor Blackwell to the commission of the peace for all six
counties of Pennsylvania and the Lower Counties (Delaware). At this
time he was a member of the Provincial Council representing Kent
County, Delaware. During the incessant political wrangling that
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marked Blackwell’s tenure as governor, Markham, out of loyalty to
Penn, supported him as the proprietor’s appointee.'® Griffith Jones,
who had first been elected to the Provincial Council in 1686 and
later became mayor of Philadelphia, was one of Governor Black-
well’s most important supporters against the Quaker leaders in the
Council. Although originally a Quaker, Jones died out of unity with
Friends.'® William Salway, who served in the Assembly in 1687,
1690, and 1692, was a Quaker, but in 1693-94 he willingly served in
the appointed Provincial Council of the royal governor, Benjamin
Fletcher, where he signed a statement accusing the Assembly of
failing to provide for the defense of the province.'’

The roll of witnesses to the marriage also included some of the
more colorful, not to say scandalous, individuals of early Pennsylva-
nia. Charles Pickering (died 1694), a Philadelphia goldsmith and
merchant who served in the Assembly in 1690, had been convicted
of counterfeiting in October 1683 despite his plea that his cons
were “‘as good Silver as any Spanish money.” He got off with a fine
of £40."® Also present was Patrick Robinson (died 1701). A volatile,
hot-tempered Scot, he had been imprisoned and voted ‘“‘a publick
Enemy” by the 1685 Assembly when, as clerk of the Provincial
Court, he complained that the impeachment charges against his
friend Nicholas More had been drawn up “Hob Nob at a
Venture.”'” He was dismissed as clerk of both the Provincial and
Philadelphia County courts in October 1686, but evidently his legal
clerical skills were indispensable, as he was appointed deputy regis-
ter general a few months later.?” The only witness to be identified as
“Esqr.” was John Tatham (also known as John Gray), who attended
with his wife Elizabeth. Tatham was a runaway monk from a
Benedictine community near St. James’s Palace, London, that
provided chaplains to Charles II's Portuguese Catholic wife, Cather-
ine of Braganza. Gossip in Philadelphia had it that his wife (or, as
William Markham put it, “‘that woman . .. he Calls his Wife’’) was
really the witfe of a London coachman. Both the Tathams died quite
wealthy at Burlington, New Jersey, in 1700, the foundation of their
fortune possibly being church funds with which Tatham was alleged
to have absconded.”! Needless to say, all of these individuals were
outside the mainstream of Quaker Pennsylvama.

It 1s somewhat surprising to find the notice of Hannah Holme
Hodgson’s death among the Quaker records, as she was not from a
Quaker family. Of Hannah’s own religious sympathies nothing is
known, and it 1s possible that she was a Quaker even if her relatives
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were not. Her father, however, was the most prominent Baptist in
Pennsylvania at this time.** Nor is there any proof that her husband
was a Quaker. Daniel Hodgson does not appear in the minutes of
Philadelphia Monthly Meeting, nor were either of his marriages
authorized by that body.”® Apparently, Hannah’s death appears in
the Quaker records because, although Friends began to keep “An
Account of the deceased Buried in the Buring ground in Philadel-
phia” in January 1688/9, the deaths of non-Quakers were not
recorded separately until William Hudson was appointed by Phila-
delphia Monthly Meeting to keep ‘““An account of the Burialls of
such as are not Friends within this Town of Philadelphia” in 1692.**
It is also notable that whereas Hinshaw gives the date, 26 /4mo., as
that of Hannah’s burial, the transcript of the original record in the
collections of the Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania reads, “Doc-

tor Hodgsons wife departed this life the 26th 4/mo[.] 1690.”%°

As a coda to the life of Hannah Holme Hodgson, when, some time
after her death, a daughter was born to John and Mary Hedge More
Holme, the child was named Hannah for her deceased half-sister.°
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