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PREFACE

Settlement in Berks County commenced before 1710 on a tract
of land along the Schuylkill River deeded by William Penn to the
Swedes, “the old inhabitants of this province.” Other groups soon
followed—Quakers, Anglicans, French Hugenots, and a few Holland
Dutch. But this pattern of settlement, that is, a mix of nationalities, did
not continue for long. In 1723 a small group of Palatines traveled from
the Schoharie region of New York and settled in an area of the county
that became know as Tulpehocken. In succeeding decades their
compatriots—Germans—would arrive in increasing numbers and
eventually they became the dominate group in the region.

The early churches in Berks County reflect these settlement patterns
meaning congregations representing many denominations can be found
here—Quakers, Catholics, Anglicans/Episcoplians, Mennonites and
Swedish Lutherans, but two denominations dominated the early
religious life of the county—the German Reformed and Lutheran.
According to Charles Glatfelter by 1793 the total number of Reformed
and Lutheran congregations in the county was fifty-one!

This volume, twelfth in a series of Pennsylvania Births, has been
prepared as an aid for genealogical research in the extant early church,
meeting, and pastoral records of those Berks County, Pennsylvania
churches. A variety of sources were used for this compilation,
including published works, manuscripts both handwritten and typed,
original records and copies of original records found on microfilm.
Names and dates for all records were copied verbatim. No attempt was
made to correct variant spellings of surnames. Some birth/baptismal
records for German congregations were copied from English
translations. Several translations known to be defective were identified
with the aid of Elaine Schwar and Laurel Miller and with their help
they were corrected. Still, the claim cannot be made that all of the
translation/transcription errors have been found.
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PREFACE

Apparent variations within this text occur simply because early
Berks County church records do not adhere to a consistent form. Most
churches recorded the date of birth, in which case that is the date
recorded here. But in other records the recorded date was the was the
day the infant was baptized. Those dates have been entered here with
the notation “bp.” Quakers recorded dates of birth only, and they were
written in numeric form, that is, July 4, 1776 was written as 7mo 4
1776” or “4 7mo 1776.”

In several church records the information recorded in the original
record is the day of the child’s baptism, along with the child s age in
lieu of a date of birth. In those instance a calculated date of birth is
provided here based on the child’s age, for example, “ca Jul 1766.

The format used for each birth record should be fairly obvious.
Following the boldface surname, the first name listed is the child s
given name. A notation “bp” following the child’s name, as noted
above, signifies that the date following is the date of baptism. Names
following the date of birth or baptism are those of the infant’s father
and mother. The number in the extreme right column identifies the
church record where that birth record can be found—as numbered at
the conclusion of this Preface. A name in parentheses following the
mother’s maiden name is her unmarried surname. Note, however, that
every maiden name is not placed in parentheses. Several pastors
entered both the father’s and the mother’s full names in the record, in
which case the mother’s name is entered here as found. A sample entry
including the above listed possibilities might read:

Date of Birth
or Baptism RecordInfant

Dietrich
Johannes
Johan Adam
Anna Catharina 10 Oct 1770

Father Mother

7Maria (Feg)
Anna Maria
Barbara Walborn 20

bp 4 Dec 1737
15 Oct 1797

John
GOrg
Johannes

10

Question marks and other notations do appear in the text. Most of
the bracketed question marks indicate illegible text. In some instances
the question marks and other notations appear in the typed or
handwritten translations or in copies of the original document, placed
there by the transcriber or translator to indicate a questionable
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PREFACE

transcription of difficult-to-read entries. Other bracketed references
designate a record copied as found, though seemingly incorrect.

Other notations and abbreviations found in the original records
include the designation for twin, shortened here to “tw,” “ill” for
illegitimate, and “dec’d” for deceased. Although researchers may find
evidence for the birth of twins in some of these records beyond those
identified by “tw,” the twin designation appears throughout this text
only when found as such in the source record.

Family historians working with this text will find duplicate entries;
that is, information on infants that was recorded twice. Examples can
be found among births records for children of the Haal, Grimm, Klein,
and Kramer families.

Another section of this book, labeled “miscellaneous,” contains
birth records for persons whose surname was unknown.

Baptismal entries for adult women recorded in some church
registers identified them by their married name, and not their birth or
maiden name. Given the format of Pennsylvania Births , wherein
children are linked to a surname by birth rather than by marriage,
listing birth records for these women in the main body of the text
would be misleading. For example, if Sarah Huling, wife of John
Huling, bom 6 July 1730, were listed in the main text, she would be
entered as follows:

Infant
Huling

Sarah

RecordDate of Birth MotherFather

26 Jul 1730 not givennot given

Seeing this entry, someone working on the Huling family would
naturally assume that this Sarah, bom on 6 July 1730, was the daughter
of an unidentified father with the surname Huling. The researcher
might further assume that this Anna Maria was a member of the Huling
family by birth when, in fact, she is a Huling by marriage—that is, not
a Huling blood relative. For proper entry in the main text, her surname
at birth would have to be known even though her parents’ first names
might be unknown.

A separate section following the main text lists the married women
for whom these kinds of records have been found, but it must be
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PREFACE

remembered that the linkeage for women listed in this section is to the
husband, not the parents.

Four additional elements of critical concern to genealogical
reseachers must be considered:

First, this book is not offered under the pretense of being a
“complete” Berks County birth record; it is complete only to the extent
that records were available for research in 1997. Records are missing,
or perhaps were never kept, for some Berks County churches.
Belleman’s Church in Centre Township was established circa 1754 but
there is no early register for the congregation. Another early church
with no register is Epplers, a Refonmed Congregation that was
established in Bern Township by 1765. The Reformed and Lutheran
congregations in Exeter Township, known as the Schwartzwald
Reformed and Lutheran Churches, organized in the 1740s. The earliest
records for the Schwartzwald Reformed congregation begin in 1781
with the entries of Rev. William Boos. Early records were not located
for the Schwartzwald Lutheran congregation. Likewise, the First
Reformed Church in the city of Reading organized circa 1754 to
1755—extant baptismal records for this congregation begin in 1791.
Genealogists must also note that several denominations in Berks
County, namely the Mennonites, the Amish Mennonites and the
German Baptist Brethem, had no tradition of maintaining church
records.

Second, Berks County boundaries have changed since the county
was established in 1752. Portions of Berks County situated north of the
“Blue” mountain became part of Schuylkill County in 1811.
Researchers must remember that the church, meeting, and pastoral
records used for this compilation are those records found within Berks
County boundaries as they exist in 1997.

Third, the inclusion of birth and/or baptismal information in this
compilation does not necessarily mean the infants were bom in Berks
County or that their families even lived there. Many infants named in
the personal register of Daniel Schumacher were bom and baptized
elsewhere.

Fourth, it is important to keep in mind this book is not intended as a
substitute source for Berks County church, meeting, and pastoral
records; rather, it is intended to facilitate access to those records.
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PREFACE

Family historians who are able to determine that one or several of their
ancestors were bom in Berks County should consult the original record
or a transcription of that record to verify information obtained from
this text and to gather any additional information.

Church Records
1. Records of the Exeter Monthly Meeting, Exeter Township; birth

records from 1714 are included.

2. Records of St. Gabriel’s Protestant Episcopal Church,
Amity Township; birth records from 1722 are included.

3. Records of Reed’s / Rieth’s Church, Marion Township;
births from 1696 are included.

4. Records of Host Reformed Church, Tulpehocken Township;
birth records from the 1720s are included.

5. Records of Hain’s Reformed Church, Lower Heidelberg
Township, also known as Cacusi Church; birth records
from 1745 are included.

6. Records of the Oley Reformed Church, Oley Township;
birth records from 1763 are included.

7. Records of the Moravian Church, Oley Township;
births records from 1696 are included.

8. Records of Bern Reformed Church, Bern Township; birth
records from 1738 are included.

9. Records of the Allemangel Lutheran Church, Albany
Township, also known as Jerusalem Church or Red Church;
birth records from the 1740s are included.

10. Records of the Moselem Lutheran Church, Ontelaunee
Township; the baptismal register was begun in 1741.

11. Records of the Catholic Mission at Goshenhoppen, Bally,
Washington Township; the baptismal register was begun in 1741.
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12. Records of the Heidelberg Moravian Church, Heidelberg
Township; the baptismal register was begun in 1742.

13. Records of the Tulpehocken Lutheran Church near Northkill,
Jefferson Township; birth records from the 1730s are included.

14. Records of Christ Lutheran Church, Stouchsburg, Marion
Township; the baptismal register was begun in 1743.

15. Records of Dunkel’s Reformed Congregation, Greenwich
Township; the baptismal register was begun in 1746.

16. Records of Blue Mountain Church, Upper Tulpehocken
Township; births records from 1745 are included.

17. Records of the Longswamp Reformed Church, Longswamp
in 1762.Township; the baptismal register was begun

18. Records of the Altalaha Lutheran Church, Tulpehocken
Township; the baptismal register was begun m l /5 /.

19. Records of the Rockland Lutheran Church, Rockland
Township; birth records from 1738 are included.

20. Records of St. Daniel’s Lutheran Church, Heidelberg
Township, also known as Eck or Comer Church; birth records
from 1757 are included.

21. Records of Trinity Lutheran Church, Reading; the baptismal
register was begun in 1752.

22. Records of the First Reformed Church, Reading; birth
records from the 1790s are included.

23. Records of St. Paul’s Reformed and Lutheran Church, Amity
Township; the baptismal register was begun in 1759.

24. Records of St. Joseph’s Lutheran and Reformed Church,
Pike Township; the baptismal register was begun in 1754.

25. Records of Daniel Schumacher; this personal register
was begun in 1754.

26. Records of Zion Lutheran and Reformed Church, Perry
Township; births records from 1762 are included.
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PREFACE

27. Records of Delong’s Reformed Church, Maxatawny
Township; the baptismal register was begun in 1765.

28. Records of Robeson Lutheran Church, Robeson Township
also known as Plow Church; births from the 1770 are included.

29. Records of Zion Lutheran Church, Greenwich Township also
known as Bethel Church; birth records from 1761 are included.

30. Records of Rosenthal or New Bethel Church, Albany
Township; births from 1762 are included.

31. Records of Christ Protestant Episcopal Church, Reading;
births from 1763 are included.

32. Records of St. Peter’s Church, Richmond Township;
birth records from 1763 are included.

33. Records of St. Michael’s Church, Tilden Township; the
earliest records are missing, births recorded here were found
at the Berks County Historical Society. They appear to have
been taken from Daniel Schumacher’s personal register.

34. Records of the St. Paul’s Church, Windsor Township, also
known as Smoke church; birth records from 1766 are included.

35. Records of the Allegheny Church, Brecknock Township;
birth records from 1767 are included.

36. Records of New Allemangel Lutheran Church, Albany
Township, also known as Friedens Church; the baptismal
register was begun in 1771.

37. Records of Friedens Lutheran Church, Bemville, Penn
Township; the baptismal register was begun in 1771.

38. Records of the Spies Lutheran Church, Alsace Township;
births records from 1774 are included.

39. Records of the Robeson Monthly Meeting, Robeson
Township; birth records from 1775 are included.
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40. Records of the Schwartzwald Reformed Church, Exeter
Township; births from 1781 are included.

41. Records Rev. William Boos kept for the Spies
Reformed Church; the baptismal register was begun in 1782

42. Records of birth found in the Wittman pension file.
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Map of Berks County.
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