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Not to Worry: Family Tree Maker Has a New Home

By Kathryn Manz
GSP Researcher

In early December, Ancestry.com dropped
a bombshell: It is phasing out its popular
Family Tree Maker (FTM) program.
Whether or not the announcement was
predictable, the idea that FTM might cease
to exist was a scary one with the thought of
having to transfer all that hard work into
another program.

Ancestry stopped selling FTM at the end of
last year with a pledge it would continue to
support all versions of the program through
Jan. 1 of next year.

Enough panicked complaints must have
been received by Ancestry for the company
to breathe new life into the software
program and find a new home for it.

In early February Ancestry.com calmed the
hearts of genealogists in announcing that
FTM software would now be published by
Software MacKiev. Family trees developed
on Ancestry.com would be compatible

not only with Software MacKiev’s new
FTM, available in March, but also with
RootsMagic’s software by the end of the
year.

The relationship with Software MacKiev

is not new for Ancestry; it has been the
developer for FTM for Mac for the past

six years. Acquiring the software line from
Ancestry means that it will also be the
publisher for the Windows version of the
application. See www.mackiev.com for more
information.

Purchasers will have continued access to
Ancestry hints, Ancestry searches, and will
be able to save their trees on Ancestry with
the new FTM.

The new relationship with RootsMagic
means RootsMagic desktop family tree
software will also have access to Ancestry
hints, Ancestry searches, and the ability to
save trees on Ancestry.

RootsMagic has a special offer to FTM users
to purchase its latest software for as low as
$20. See rootsmagic.com for details.

In examining the issues, it is understandable
why Ancestry.com wanted to cease
production of FTM. It has been supporting
two different platforms—one for desktop
computers and one hosted online—which
can be challenging and expensive. It makes
sense for Ancestry to focus on one system,
especially one that matches the way that
technology is growing.

And why is technology pushing more and
more towards the Cloud? (Or, in other
words, why do we store more and more
information online rather than on our own
personal computers?) Today’s youngest
adults—Millennials—are the ones driving
innovation and technology and they, for the
most part, are very comfortable with the
Internet and with the sharing economy.

The focus for Millennials, unlike for Baby
Boomers, is access rather than ownership.
They stream music online rather than
buying it and borrow cars for an hour or
two through services like ZipCar rather than
choosing to own a car.

Having access to their family tree online
through a platform that allows the sharing
of information makes sense for this younger
audience.

While it can be frustrating to feel as if the
technology we use is designed with other
people in mind, there’s a silver lining to the

idea that Ancestry is trying to make their
products more accessible to Millennials.

Often when I'm at a genealogy gathering,
attendees worry that their children and
grandchildren are not interested in the
work they’re doing. Keeping the technology
behind modern genealogy up-to-date opens
up the possibility of attracting those young
people and continuing the handing down of
stories, information, and knowledge from
one generation to the next.

All of this means FTM users have a few
choices moving forward.

Firstly, you could stick with FTM, which
would mean not having to get used to a new
program with a new publisher.

Secondly, you could switch to another
desktop program. Certainly, there are many
other possibilities out there and most of
them are eager to take advantage of this
change in the market by offering very
reasonable prices for their software.

The risk with this choice, however, is that
the market in general is moving away from
desktop programs, so you may be facing the
same crisis a few years down the line.

Finally, you can try a Cloud-based
genealogy program even if it isn’t Ancestry’s!

While it’s true that the idea of your
information floating somewhere non-
specific sounds a little scary, most fears
people have about the Cloud are unfounded.

In the 17 years I have been using Yahoo!
email, for example, my account has never
been hacked, it has always been free, and all
my emails—all the way back to 1999—are
still easily searchable from any device I
choose to use (which can be a blessing and a

FTM contd on page 3
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Making Sense of Nicknames Is Not Always Easy

By Deborah Coombe
PIH Editor and GSP Vice President

I remember my mother telling me that when
she was little a neighbor kept calling her
Jennie, and my mother would reply that her
name was Jane. I thought that lady had to be
pretty mean to tease a child by calling her a
name she didn't like.

Years later when I started researching my
family history to my surprise I saw on my
mother’s birth certificate that the doctor had
scrawled the name Jennie. And, documents
related to her mother, for whom my mother
was named, freely mix the names Jane and
Jennie.

I also learned that my Aunt Mae was really
my Aunt Mary. When helping to research
a friend’s grandmother known as Nancy, I
found a death certificate with all the right
information except the name on it was
Anne.

Perhaps you have been bewildered by
finding first names that don’t match the
information you have been given. People
now named Cindy and Molly and Tess may
not be aware that their given names were
once considered nicknames for Cynthia and
Mary and Theresa.

Most nicknames make sense by being a
shortened version of the name, such as
Kathy for Kathryn, Liz for Elizabeth, and
Tina for Christina, but how did Peggy
become a nickname for Margaret or Sally for
Sarah or Polly for Mary?

A few hundred years ago some nicknames
were formed by changing the “r” in a middle
syllable to an “I”. Hence, Molly and Sally—
and Dolly for Dorothy. Then, people started
to play around with the first syllables to
come up with Polly for Mary. (Polly is also
considered a nickname for Paula or Pauline.)

Margaret has several nicknames, Madge,
Marge, Meg, Midge, Maggy, Maisy. But
where does Peggy come from or, most
puzzling, Daisy? There are several theories
about Peggy. The one that makes the most
sense to me is taking the nickname Meg and
swapping the first syllable with a P to get
Peg.

Marguerite, the French version of Margaret,
is also the French name of the oxeye daisy.

So there is some reasoning behind it and
goes with the Victorian fashion of naming
girls after flowers, Rose, Lilly, Iris, and
Snowdrop, for example.

Swapping first letters to create nicknames is
also common in masculine names, often to
avoid confusion when there are too many
Edwards or Richards about, but also as an
aide in pronunciation. Edward begins with
a glottal stop, which is technical term for
closing back of the throat before forcing out
a vowel sound.

To feel a glottal stop, try saying the word
bottle without pronouncing the “tt”s. Then,
use that same back of the throat feeling to
say Ed. Feel the difference when you say Ted
or Ned.

All this is to say it’s easier to pronounce
words that begin with a consonant than a
vowel.

“R’ are difficult for some people to
pronounce, so a “d” replaces it to form the
nickname Dick for Richard, same for “b”
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substituted for “w” in William.

Another theory is that the nicknames were
chosen because they rhymed with the
formal name, a tradition that is still alive in
Cockney rhyming slang.

John was a very common name in Medieval
Europe. Kin is a diminutive in Germanic
languages. So, John Junior would be
Johnkin. Johnkin eventually became
shortened to Jack.

Understanding how Chuck became the
nickname for Charles requires a bit of
knowledge of Middle English when
Chucken was the version of Charles. By
the Renaissance Dear Chuck was a term
of endearment. Shakespeare put it in

the mouth of Macbeth to address Lady
Macbeth, so no wonder that use dropped
out of common speech.

Sometimes nicknames are taken from
physical features, such as Red for red hair
or Whitey for light blond, so they can give
up a clue as to an ancestor’s appearance.
Others are derived from family stories that
may have been lost before you start your
research.

Names can change with time. I have a great
aunt that was baptized Sallie Tyler Coombe.
In the next census, there was a Daisy T.
Coombe, the same age as Sallie. When the
great aunt wed she became Sallie again on
the marriage certificate.

As with any family research questions,
care must be taken to birth dates, family
relationships, and residences to ensure
different first names don't go with different
people.

As an aide to researchers, a list of nicknames
will be posted on the blog section of the GSP
website, genpa.org. We welcome members
submitting additions. While the website is
being rebuilt, the blog can be found under
the Events & More tab.

Below is a sample.

FEMALE NAMES

Belle and Bella — Isabelle

Beth, Liz, Betsy, Betty, Bess, Libby —
Elizabeth

Birdie — Bertha, Roberta

Cassie — Cassandra, Caroline, Catherine

Cindy — Cynthia

Cissy, Prissy — Priscilla

Dee, Dee-Dee, Della — Delores

Dottie, Dolly, Dora — Dorothy

Ella — Eleanor, Gabriella, Rafaella

Etta — Henrietta, Loretta, Rosetta

Eve — Genevieve

Fannie — Frances

Hattie — Harriet

Hetty — Hester

Jennie — Jane

Kate, Kitty, Kay — Kathryn, Cathleen

Lena — names that end in leen, Kathleen,
Marlene, Darlene, Magdalena

Mae, May, Molly, Polly — Mary

Maisie — Margaret, Mary, Melissa

Mandy — Amanda

Minnie — Minerva, Wilhemina

Missy — Melissa

Nancy — Anne

Nell — Eleanor, Helen, Penelope, Mary Ellen

Nora — Eleanor

Peggy, Madge, Maggie, Marge, Midge, Daisy
— Margaret

Polly — Paulina

Ronnie — Veronica

Sadie, Sally — Sarah

Sandra, Sandy — Cassanda

Shelly — Michelle, Rachel



Coming Events
Third Thursdays@GSP

Third Thursdays are held at 6 p.m., unless
otherwise noted, at GSP’s office at 2207
Chestnut St. in Philadelphia. Free to
members; $5 to non-members. Reservations:
info@genpa.org.

March 17—Irish Research, Continued
Before trying to research your Irish ancestors
in Ireland, it is important that you find as
much information as you can about them
here in the United States.

This is a great follow-up to our Irish Event
on March 8 (see page 4) and a chance to
learn how to gather the facts you will need to
continue your research on the Emerald Isle.

April 21—Basic Excel and Genealogy
Learn how to create a spreadsheet, navigate,
enter data, format dates, and create a list, the
heart of using Excel for genealogy. You will
also learn how to save the file in different
formats and print it.

Excel has the ability combine first and last
names into one cell as well as separating the
first and last names into two separate fields.

Excel has many more capabilities than
creating a formula and adding numbers.
Attendees should have basic computer and
file management skills.

Sherri — Cheryl

Tess — Theresa

Thea — Dorothea, Theadora
Tilly — Matilda

Tina — Christina

Tori — Victoria

Trish, Trisha — Patricia
Trixie — Beatrice
Trudy — Gertrude
Wendy — Gwendolyn
Wilma —Wilhelmina
Winnie — Winifred

MASCULINE NAMES
Chuck — Charles

Jack — John

Jamie — Benjamin
Harry, Hank — Henry
Ned — Edward

Ricky — Broderick
Shelly — Sheldon
Sully — Sullivan

Ted — Theodore, Edward
Woody — Elwood

May 19—Curious about DNA testing?
Having difficulty wading through your
results?

Genetic genealogy is one of the fastest-
growing subfields within family history
research, but can often seem daunting at first.
In this session, we'll provide an overview of
the most popular tests and how to analyze
and use your results in your family history
research.

June 16—NARA, Mid-Atlantic Region
Patrick Connelly, Archive Director at

the National Archives and Records
Administration, Mid-Atlantic Region will
speak about NARA’ new facility and answer
your questions about available records.

You will then be able to use put this
information to use when GSP visits the
new NARA at 14700 Townsend Road

in Philadelphia for a guided tour of the
new facility. Watch our website for more
information.

Look for GSP at Family History Days at
Historical Society of Pennsylvania (HSP).
On March 18 and 19, HSP is bringing
together certified genealogists and family
history professionals from around the world
for the mid-Atlantic’s largest genealogy
festival, featuring two days of presentations
and workshops.

Co-sponsored by GSP and hosted at
HSP located at 1300 Locust St. and the

FTM contd from page 1
curse. Who truly wants to remember things
written when 20?).

Having your family tree live in the Cloud
means you don’t need to worry about a
broken computer erasing all your data, since
it won’t be tethered to your one machine.

You can also access that information
wherever you want from whatever device you
want.

I can work on my family research at home on
my laptop, at my friend’s house on her iPad,
or at my in-laws’ on their desktop, without
having to cart around the hardware to do it.
And, moving with the wave of technology
means you don’t need to worry about your
program being phased out anytime soon.

Change can be scary and it can be
frustrating, but it’s nice to remember that
every Cloud has a silver lining.
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DoubleTree Hotel at 237 S. Broad St., both in
Philadelphia, attendees will have the chance
to learn about new techniques and tools.

GSP Secretary Val Lutz will be among

the nationally and internationally known
lecturers. She will speak on finding and using
Pennsylvania genealogical resources at 1:30
p.m. in the Saturday session.

For those new to genealogy and family
history, members of GSP will be offering a
Breakfast for Beginners at 8 a.m. each day.
Enjoy a light continental breakfast as you
learn the best ways to begin researching your
family’s history. Breakfast tickets are $25

For more information about Family History
Days visit hsp.org.

ANNUAL MEETING MARCH 11

Join GSP at the 2016 Annual Meeting
from 1-3 p.m. March 11 at its offices
at 2207 Chestnut St. in Philadelphia.
Return this year to GSP’s past with a
Formal Tea where we will enjoy tea
sandwiches, scones, and mini sweets.
Hats and white gloves are optional.

Come and hear all about the new and
exciting happenings at GSP, including
the launch of our new website.

The event is free to members but
registration is required before March 1.

Our mission is to provide leadership and
support in promoting genealogy through
education, preservation, and access

to Pennsylvania-related genealogical
information.

President

Carol M. Sheaffer, MD

Vice Presidents

Susan S. Koelble and Deborah Coombe
Secretary

Valerie-Anne Lutz

Treasurer

Nancy C. Janyszeski

Penn in Hand is a publication of the
Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania,
2207 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, PA 19103-
3010. 215-545-0391 www.genpa.org.

General inquiries: info@genpa.org.

PIH Editor, Deborah Coombe,
Editor@genpa.org.



Learn about Your Irish Ulster Roots at These Lectures

When the calendar turns to March, family
historians” thoughts naturally turn to
wanting to celebrate their Irish roots by
learning more about them.

GSP understands your hunger, and thirst, so
it will be sponsoring a program by two Irish
research experts in a historic Philadelphia
pub at 4 p.m. on Tuesday, March 8.

GSP is proud to welcome the return of
Fintan Mullan, Executive Director of the
Ulster Historical Foundation, and Gillian
Hunt, research officer with the foundation,
to present another in a series of lectures that
have proved so popular with genealogists.

The event will be held at Moriarity’s Pub at
1116 Walnut St. The fee is $60 for tickets
purchased in advance and $65 at the door.
There will be a buffet dinner and cash bar.
Tickets can be purchased at genpa.org under
the tab for Events or from Eventbrite.com.

NOTE: The event will be held on the pub’s
third floor. There is no elevator access, but
restrooms are convenient to the lectures.
Seating is limited, so reserve your spot today.

The lectures will focus on Ulster, which is
the northernmost province of the island of
Ireland. It is composed of the six counties

of Northern Ireland—Antrim, Armagh,
Down, Fermanagh, Derry/Londonderry, and
Tyrone—and the three border Irish Republic
counties of Cavan, Donegal, and Monaghan.

It was the most Gaelic of all the Irish
provinces until the Ulster Plantation began
about 1610 when Scottish and English
settlers moved in making it the most
culturally diverse part of the island.

The clash of cultures, political doctrines
and religion—the maelstrom that was 17th
century Ireland—has bequeathed to Ulster
a rich historical narrative creating a distinct
heritage as captivating and intriguing as
the brooding and dramatic landscape itself.
No wonder it is one of the primary filming
locations for Game of Thrones.

The lectures will be:

Introduction to Irish and Scots-Irish
Family History Research

An overview of Scots-Irish and Irish
research sets the program up for the day
including:

= Geographical divisions of Ireland, such
as townlands, parishes, and baronies

s The 1922 fire and how it affects what
can be found in Irish records

= The importance of beginning research
using North American sources before
starting with Irish records. See coming
events on page 3 for the next Third
Thursday to help you with this research.

= Major collections of records and how to
access them, such as census records and
civil records of births, marriages, and
deaths.

Tracing farming families in the 18th and
19th centuries using landed estate records
Until the late 19th and early 20th centuries
Ulster was a province of landed estates.
There are estate papers that survive from
the 1800s, 1700s, and even the 1600s. In this
presentation we will look at the different
types of estate papers: leases, lease books,
estate correspondence, and maps and how
they can help document rural Irish families
in specific localities, even to the exact
townland.

The records of the large estates in Ireland,
especially in the province of Ulster (where
they have survived in significant quantities)
can be particularly important to researchers
given the extensive collection held in the
Public Record Office of Northern Ireland
(PRONI), which are easily mined thanks

to the superb finding aids and catalogues
prepared by the Record Office staff over the
past 40 years.

Census substitutes and other important
sources for the 18th and 19th centuries:
strategies for success

Researchers can be left wondering what

to do next when they have exhausted the
possibilities of tithe applotment books,
census fragments, and church records for
the early 19th century. This presentation
provides some answers by drawing attention
to census substitutes and other lesser known
sources for the early 19th and 18th century,
including school records, 1796 flaxgrowers’
list, 1775 dissenter petitions, 1766 religious
census, 1740 “Protestant Householders” List
and the Registry of Deeds, a significant, yet
often overlooked, archive dating from 1708
that can provide invaluable information on
Irish families of Anglican, Presbyterian, and
Catholic backgrounds.

General Questions and Answers and Brick
Walls

The speakers will use online resources and
their local knowledge to offer participants
practical tips about Irish and Scots-

Irish research. The session combines
straightforward Q&A for general Irish
genealogy questions interspersed with
database searches using a range of important
online databases for specific research queries
submitted by the participants.

Books to help with your research will also be
offered for sale.

The Speakers:

Executive Director

of Ulster Historical
Foundation, Fintan
Mullan helped pioneer
the online births,
deaths, and marriages
online record system
for Antrim and Down,
which led to www.
rootsireland.ie, the
Irish Family History Foundation’s unique
database with over 20 million Irish historical
records, making it the most useful online
resource for Irish research.

Gillian Hunt is Research
Officer with the Ulster
Historical Foundation
and is responsible for
the management of

the Foundation’s many
genealogical activities
and is an experienced
user of the PRONT and
the General Register
Office. Gillian has carried out the research
for a number of television programs as well
as appearing in several of them.

Ulster Historical Foundation

The Foundation is one of the leading
genealogical research agencies in Ireland and
a major publisher of historical, educational,
and genealogical source books. It has

also devised a series of groundbreaking
online historical and genealogical digitized
resources, which have helped to transform
the availability of Irish records for family
historians at home and abroad.
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