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Are You One of Genpa.org's Vital Few?

By Deborah Coombe
PIH Editor and GSP Vice President

The Pareto principle applied to computer
software theorizes that 20% of people use
80% of any application. The reverse, 80% of
people use only 20%. The principle is also
known as the law of the vital few. Where do
you fall in the equation in your use of

genpa.org?

Much of this newsletter will be focused on
expanding GSP’s vital few by listing the
resources available on the website as of
January 2015 and by offering a few tips on
how to use them.

Many of our resources are listings with as
much information that is contained in the
original record; others are indexes that, for
instance, let you know there is a record of
your ancestors’ marriage at the Philadelphia
City Archives and tell you where to look
once you make the trip.

The GSP Manuscript Archives Surname
Index is a bit trickier. All the resources
listed are housed at the Historical Society
of Pennsylvania (HSP) in Philadelphia.

In the first column are listed ID numbers,
which are no longer used in HSP’s current
cataloging system.

The third column is titled collection to
identify if the family files are held as part of
one. For example, Ely means that the file is
part of a group of family files collected by
Warren Ely. HSP staff will help researchers
find the family file.

Under the Publications tab, members

will find archives of the Pennsylvania
Genealogical Magazine (PGM) beginning
with Volume 1 published in 1895. Past issues
of Penn in Hand begin in 1980. Plus on

that page are selected articles to help with
research.

There are two articles in this newsletter to
help you use collections: one on this page
and the other on page 4.

One of GSP member benefits is access to a
selection of GSP’s archived webinars.

Have you looked at genpa.org’s blog? Listed
under the News and Events tab, there are
archived posts from a variety of contributors
to help with research. One post is included
in this newsletter on page 2.

Under the same tab is Reflections on
Genealogy where advice from professional
genealogists can be found.

Perhaps your ancestors immigrated to work
in the coal mines of our state. Under the tab
Statewide Resources are found Pennsylvania
Mining Resources. The page contains
information about the coal industry, coal
mining terms, mines, and mining disasters.
There are also links to resources to help with
your research and understand the way of life
for coal miners and their families.

If your ancestors number among the
unfortunates or those who had less than
stellar reputations, you may want to browse
the collections of Philadelphia County
Indigents, Miscreants, Madams and
Madmen.

Online Resources at genpa.org

By Valerie-Anne Lutz

APS Library’s Head of Manuscripts
Processing and GSP Board Member

Your Pennsylvania ancestors may be hiding
in records only a few clicks away on the GSP
website.

Two of the most prominent collections are
the Mount Moriah Cemetery database and
the Philadelphia Courts Naturalizations
Index, 1790-1880. The Mount Moriah
database can be searched by surname,
given name, section and lot number of

grave, month, and year and can be cross-
referenced with the Philadelphia Death
Records, 1860-1915 at FamilySearch
www.familysearch.org and the Pennsylvania
Death Certificates at Ancestry
search.ancestry.com/search/
db.aspx?dbid=5164

GSP and other individuals are also making
an effort to photograph as many graves as
possible and uploaded them to the free site
Find a Grave. The photographs from that
effort can be found and searched at
www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=cres
CRid=1619546&-CScn=Mount+Moriah.

The Philadelphia Courts Naturalizations
Index contains over 101,000 references

to Philadelphia Court Declarations of
Intention (“first papers”) and Naturalization
Petitions: The database enables researchers
to navigate their way through the
Philadelphia naturalization records, some
of the most difficult records in which to
research.

Reasons for this include the two-step
naturalization process, 10 different courts
processing naturalizations in Philadelphia,
and inaccuracies and omissions in the
main source for Philadelphia naturalization
research. The “missing petitions” in the
Works Progress Administration (WPA)
and P. William Filby indexes on which we
base our naturalization research constitute
about 25,000 names not found in either of
these previously published indexes—and are
included here.

The naturalizations index represents many
years of work by dedicated archivist, author,
lecturer, and professional lineage researcher
Jefferson M. Moak, who generously donated
his work to GSP. The Naturalizations Index
may be searched at
genpa.org/collection/philadelphia-courts-
naturalization-index-1790-1880
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From the genpa.org blog under the
News & Events tab

Researching Late 18th Century Women in
Pennsylvania

Catherine Burnhart, Jude, Weanever
Carbrite, Het, Carolina dePool. These

are names of Pennsylvanian indentured
and enslaved women during the late 18th
century. The only reason we are aware

of a small sliver of their lives is for one
exceptional fact: that they chose to run away
from their masters. And those masters,

in order to recoup funds outlaid for their
purchase, placed newspaper advertisements
for their capture. If not for this
documentation of their lives, these women
would not exist in the historical record.

Indentured Europeans and enslaved
Africans created a diverse community of
unfree laborers in Philadelphia and its
surrounding environs. Arriving in waves to
the colonies throughout the 17th and 18th
century, immigrants to the colonies were
auctioned at the wharves in order to pay for
their trans- Atlantic voyage. Enslaved women
in Philadelphia either were recent arrivals or
had descended from people who survived
forced migration in past generations.

While depicting servants captured the
imagination of 18th-century British artists
and printmakers, few printed images were
being made in the American colonies at this
time. A rare American print by esteemed
painter Charles Wilson Peale depicts a
servant woman who has been accosted by
chimney sweeps in the street, causing her to
drop her pie. She wears no stays (the 18th-
century term for a corset), and her short
gown and petticoat are crudely rendered.

In the absence of visual information about
how 18th-century American working
women looked, we have to rely on the

data listed in runaway advertisements to
learn more about these women. In order to
identify and recapture the women, masters
would often describe their clothing and
physical appearance in detail.

Runaway advertisements have long
intrigued genealogists as a source for

family history. Treated as a commodity,

the servants in those advertisements were
also consumers, particularly of dress and
textiles. I've used runaway advertisements to
learn more about indentured and enslaved
women as a community and their dress. It
has long been assumed that the poor had no

interest or ability to participate in fashion,
but my study has revealed a significant use
by working women of cheap printed fabrics,
ribbons, and silk handkerchiefs and hats to
embellish their appearance.

By collecting 1,000 runaway advertisements,
1750-90, from across the American colonies,
TI've been able to study more about this
otherwise historically invisible and poorly
documented group.

Consider the rotten luck of Mary Allen, an
English woman who came to Cecil County,
Maryland when she was 12. After her
service was complete, she pursued a free life
in Philadelphia and under suspicion of not
being free, was thrown in jail. Having found
nothing against her, authorities sold her
again into servitude in order to pay for her
jail expenses.

When she ran away from her new master,
she wore a calico jacket, dirty linsey
petticoat and old straw hat, but attempted
to follow fashion by dressing her hair “high
on a roller” and wearing high-heeled shoes.
Working women have long been believed
to have endured colorless, drab, and dirty
clothing. But it would be wrong to believe
that those at the bottom of the consumer
chain weren't interested in dress.

Servants received clothing from their
masters both specifically made for them, as
well as hand-me-downs from the mistress
and perhaps secondhand clothing dealers.
Colorful printed fabrics became increasingly
popular during the late 18th century for
working women, replacing heavier and non-
washable worsted fabrics.

Textiles were stocked by merchants to cater
to this clientele, like the “very lowest priced
India Callicoes not exceeding 16d [pence]
per yard Small Figures & full of work” as
Abraham Wister did when ordering from
textile merchants Robert & John Barclay &
Co in January 1785.

These cheaper but colorfully printed textiles
can be compared to the slightly more
expensive chintzes he ordered that day, in
“lively patterns with running gay Flowers
2/6 [2 shillings 6 pence] to 3/3 per yard’[1]

So little of the material lives exists of the
poor for us to study. Statistical studies are
often the only recourse. The project, "Had
on when she went away ... ," aims to harness
data long considered as valuable in the study
of the working class, but difficult to study in

quantity. It would revive the human element
otherwise lost in the historical record.

For more about this project, visit
thestillroomblog. com and search for
“indentured servants” or “slavery” You

may also read an introductory article on
the project "Had on When She Went Away
... : Expanding the Usefulness of Garment
Data in American Runaway Advertisements
1750-90 through Database Analysis in
Textile History," May 2011, is on
www.maneyonline.com.

[1] Wister Family Papers, Order Book,
1784-1789. 56 x 17.10. Joseph Downs
Collection of Manuscripts and Printed
Ephemera. Winterthur Museum and
Library, Winterthur, DE.

Image: Elizabeth Low ran away from her
Philadelphia master, who advertised for
her recapture in the Der Wochentliche
Philadelphische Staatsbote on January 19,
1773. Library of Congress.

Rebecca Fifield is Collections Manager

for the Department of the Arts of

Africa, Oceania, and the Americas at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art. Ms. Fifield
received an M.A. in Museum Studies with a
focus on collection care administration and
American material culture from The George
Washington University in 1999.

Her interests focus on the study of
American 18th-century working women,
dress and textiles, preventive conservation,
and emergency preparedness, and she has
lectured and published on these topics in
both the United States and Europe. She was
recently awarded a research fellowship at
Winterthur Museum and Library, and is a
former Chair of Alliance for Response NYC.
She is currently Vice Chair of the American
Institute for Conservation’s Collection Care
Network. She is the author of The Still Room
Blog.



Members-Only Online Databases
GSP Publications
The Pennsylvania Genealogical Magazine,
Volume 1 (1895) — Volume 30 (1977-
1978)
The Pennsylvania Genealogical Magazine,
Volume 49 (initiated Spring 2014)
Penn in Hand Newsletter, 1980-2014
Newspaper Indexes and Transcriptions
Dauphin County, Newspaper Extracts, 8
December 1794-26 February 1869
Erie County, Erie County Dispatch, Queries
and Answers, 1927-1929
Lebanon County, Marriage and Death
Notices Extracted from Lebanon County
Newspapers, 1860-1882
Philadelphia County, Poulson’s American
Daily Advertiser, Marriage and Death
Indexes and Abstracts, 1791-1839, 7
Volumes
Philadelphia County, Philadelphia Public
Ledger, Origins from Wants and
Personal Columns, 1848-1875
Philadelphia County, Public Ledger,
Newspaper Local Affairs Column and
Almanacs, 1844, 1852, 1877
Philadelphia County, Public Ledger, Marriage
and Death Index, 1836-1843
Philadelphia County, Public Ledger, Marriage
and Death Index, 1844-1851
Philadelphia County, Public Ledger, Marriage
Index, 1852-1865
Philadelphia County, Public Ledger, Marriage
Index, 1866-1870
*hiladelphia County, Public Ledger, Death
Index, 1852-1857
*hiladelphia County, Public Ledger Death
Index, 1858-1865
*hiladelphia County, Public Ledger, Death
Index, 1866-1870
*hiladelphia County, Public Ledger, Death
Index, 1871-1875
viiscellaneous Collections
Ionor Roll of Free and Accepted Masons of
Pennsylvania in World War I
\lien Applications for Permission to Depart
the United States: September 1918—
January 1919
'ennsylvania Civil War Conscientious
Objectors
*hiladelphia County, Indigents, Miscreants,
Aadams and Madmen Collection, Court
\ecord Indexes and Extracts, 1856-1875,
1cludes:
hiladelphia Court of Common Pleas
Miscellaneous Docket Index, 1856-1875
hiladelphia Court of Common Pleas
Lunacy Inquisitions and Habitual
Drunkardness Index, 1856-1874
hiladelphia County of Common Pleas
Lunacy Inquisitions and Habitual
Drunkardness Extracts, 1856-1874

Philadelphia Quarter Sessions Court
Desertion Docket Index and Extracts,
1865-1872

Philadelphia Common Pleas Court Divorce
Docket Index, June 1874-March 1875

Philadelphia County Indigents, Miscreants,

Madams and Madmen Collection Alms

House and Asylum Indexes and Extracts,

1847-1904, includes:

Alms House Indentures to Girard College
Index and Extracts, 1847-1848

Children’s Asylum, White Male Children
Index, January 1848-February 1849

Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane, 1850
Census Abstract

Friends Asylum, 1860 Census Abstract

Blockley Alms House, Female Elopements
(Escapes) Abstracts, April 1861
December 1862

Blockley Alms House, Prostitute Register
Index, 1863

Blockley Alms House, Prostitute Register
Extracts, 1863

Blockley Alms House Black Book
(Punishments) 1882-1900

Records of the Northern Home for Friendless
Children - Index and Extracts, June
1893-March 1904

Philadelphia County Indigents, Miscreants,

Madams and Madmen Collection, City

Directory Institution Listings, 1847, 1859,

1862

Philadelphia County Indigents, Miscreants,

Madams and Madmen Collection, Prison

Record Indexes and Extracts, 1819-1836 and

1898-1905, includes:

Philadelphia County Prisons Death Register,
Index and Extracts, 1819-1830

Philadelphia Prisoners for Trial Docket
Index, 1st Quarter 1836

Philadelphia Prisoners for Trial Docket
Extracts, 1st Quarter 1836

Philadelphia Prisons Foreign Born Female
Convicts Index and Extracts, 1898-1905

Philadelphia County, The Public Baths
Association, 1931 Pamphlet

Marriage Indexes and Licenses

Bucks County Marriage Licenses, 1897-1899

Cumberland County Marriages, 1761-1800

Cumberland County Marriage Licenses,
1902-1910

Dauphin County Marriage Licenses, 1900—
1911

Lebanon County Marriage Licenses, 1897,
1906, and 1908

Lehigh County Marriage Licenses, 1890~
1916

Luzerne County Marriage Licenses, 1893-
1899

Miscellaneous County Marriage Licenses,
1898-1914
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Northampton County Miscellaneous
Marriage Licenses, 1889-1916

Philadelphia County Kensington Methodist
Episcopal “Old Brick” Church
Baptisms, Alphabetical Transcriptions
and Marriages, Chronological
Transcriptions, 1810-1865

Philadelphia County Mayor’s Marriages, 2
Volumes, 1856-1885

Church Record Indexes and Transcriptions

Berks County, Reading Reformed Church
Burials and Marriages, November 1863-
February 1883

Carbon County, Jerusalem Union Lutheran
and Reformed Church, Trachsville,
Indexes and Transcriptions, Baptisms
1849-1942, Marriages 1889-1975,
Burials 1885-1983

Lebanon County, Trinity Tulpehocken
Reformed Church Marriage
Transcriptions, 1769-1844

Montgomery County, Lutheran Church
of the Transfiguration, Pottstown,

Brief Biographies of Service of
WWII Veterans (Members of the
Congregation)

Philadelphia County, Kensington
Methodist Episcopal Church Index and
Transcriptions, Marriages 1810-1865,
Baptisms 1809-1918 (some years
missing)

Philadelphia County, Old St. Gregorys
Church, West Philadelphia, January I,
1849-December 31, 1872

Philadelphia County, Rehoboth Methodist
Episcopal Church Baptisms (formerly
Frankford ME Church) Chronological,

1830-1892
Cont'd on page 4

Our mission is to provide leadership and
support in promoting genealogy through
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information.
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How to Use the Poulson’s Collection
By Nancy C. Janyszeski
GSP Treasurer

One of the hidden treasures on the GSP
website is the Poulson’s Daily Advertiser
Newspaper collection, covering 1791-1839.

Possibly the most important aspect of this
collection is the inclusion of six newspapers
in the indexes and abstracts, despite the
collection title noting only one newspaper.
The Philadelphia newspaper titles and dates
covered in this collection include:

Claypoole’s Daily American Advertiser:
Marriages 1796-1800, Deaths 1796-
1799

Dunlap’s American Daily Advertiser:
Marriages 1791-1796, Deaths 1791-
1796

General Advertiser: Marriages 1791-1795,
Deaths 1791-1795

General (Aurora) Advertiser: Marriages
1796-1799, Deaths 1796-1799

Poulson’s American Daily Advertiser:
Marriages 1800-1830, Marriages
1831-1839 (Information includes
residence of bride and groom and father
of bride), Deaths 1811-1825, Obituaries
1826-1839

Pouison’s Daily Advertiser: Marriages 1800
only

The collection includes an index for each
volume, making this an excellent resource
and easy to research. You can access the
collection, using the Resources link to the
Online Collections, Member and Public
Collections List. Once on the Member and
Public Collections List look for “Member
Newspaper Indexes and Transcriptions,” use
this link to reach Newspaper Indexes and
Transcriptions.

Clicking on any volume will result in the list
of all documents in the collection and the
first on the list is the index for that volume.
Each volume has its own index.

Philadelphia County - Poulson’s Daily
Advertiser - V. 1 - INDEX - A-Z, for example
is a PDF file, Marriage and Death Notices
1791-1799, a 52-page index. Using the name
“BASS” 102 (pg) as an example you would
return to the Volume 1 collections webpage
{which remains open and is not replaced by
the index) and look for the link that includes
page 102. Page 102 is Claypoole’s American
Daily Advertiser, 1798, Marriages:

Price, Samuel m. 7-10-98, Bass, wife, July

12,1798

Cont'd from page 3

Philadelphia County, Rehoboth Methodist
Episcopal Church Marriages (formerly
Frankford ME Church) Chronological,
1834-1860

Philadelphia County, Salem German
Reformed Church, Northern Liberties,
Deaths and Burials Indexes and
Transcriptions, 1824-1834; Anniversary
Booklet, 14 pages, with Member List,
1952

Schuylkill County, Clauser Evangelical
Lutheran Church Records, Norwegian
Township, Transcriptions, Partial Index
Baptisms, Burials, and Communicants,
1822-1914

Snyder County, Botschaft's Lutheran
Church (Grubb’s) Baptisms Index and
Transcriptions, 1792-1876

Funeral Home Records and Indexes

Philadelphia County, Fluehr Funeral Home
Records, 1908-1928

Philadelphia County, Helverson Funeral
Home Indexes, March 7, 1841-
December 31, 1915

Philadelphia County, Kimmerle and Son
Funeral Home Records, January 3,
1929-September 3, 1969

Philadelphia County, Harold B. Mulligan
Funeral Home Records Collection,
currently being archived

Burial and Cemetery Record Indexes and

Transcriptions

Berks County, Gouglersville Cemetery,
Cumru Township, Transcriptions, ca.
1869-1941

Bucks County Graveyard Inscriptions
from the Collections of Warren S. Ely:
Davisville Baptist Church, Newtown
Presbyterian Church, and Southampton
Baptist Church

Chester County, East Coventry Mennonite
Burial Ground, 1752-1914

Juniata County, Thompsontown Cemetery
Transcriptions

Montgomery County, St. Thomas Episcopal
Church Old Graveyard, Whitemarsh
Township, January 1, 1700-January 1,
1984

Philadelphia County, Charles R. Barker
Register of Burying Grounds in
Philadelphia, Includes Maps, Deed
Abstracts {from Grantor index), and
Survey of Burial Grounds

Philadelphia County Interments, Blockley,
Francisville, and Cherry Hill Burial
Grounds 1819-1836

Philadelphia County, Mt. Moriah Cemetery
Database (over 30,000 entries)

Philadelphia County, St. Joachim R.C.
Cemetery Burials, 1848-1910

Philadelphia County, United American
Mechanics and Daughters of America
Cemetery, 1852—ca. 1950

Naturalizations

Philadelphia Courts Naturalization Index,

1790-1880

Public Collections

Pennsylvania Statewide Resources

Pennsylvania Mining Resources

All Pennsylvania County Pages: Southeast
Region, Northeast Region, South
Central Region, North Central Region,
Southwest Region, Northwest Region

All County Repository Guides

Alien Applications to Depart the United
States, September 1918-January 1919

Pennsylvania Civil War Conscientious
Objectors

Surname Files and Family Histories

GSP Manuscript Archives Surname Index

Kintzing Family Collection Finding Aid

A Genealogy of the Descendants of Caspar
Wistar, Emigrant in 1717, compiled by
Richard Wistar Davids

Church Records

Berks County, Reading Reformed Church
(And First Reformed Church of
Reading, Index and Transcriptions:
Burials and Marriages November 1863—
February 1883

Lebanon County, Trinity Tulpehocken
Reformed Church Marriage
Transcriptions, 1769-1844

Philadelphia County, Old St. Gregory’s
Church, West Philadelphia, 1849-1872

Philadelphia County, St. Michael's and Zion
Evangelical Lutheran Church Marriages,
1771-1784

Burial and Cemetery Record Indexes and

Transcriptions

Chester County, East Coventry
Mennonite Burial Ground, Index and
Transcriptions, 1752-1914

Juniata County, Thompsontown Cemetery,
Index, Map, and Transcriptions

Montgomery County, St. Thomas
Episcopal Church Old Graveyard,
Whitemarsh Township, Index, Map, and
Transcriptions, 1700-1984

Philadelphia County, Interments Blockley,
Francisville, and Cherry Hill Burial
Grounds, 1819-1836

Funeral Home Indexes

Philadelphia County, Helverson Funeral
Home Indexes, Various Volumes,
Various Years, 1832-1915

Philadelphia County, Kimmerle & Son
Funeral Home Indexes, Volume 1-5,
January 1929-April 1969 %





