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Criminal Records Contain a Wealth of Details
usually listing the names and offenses of
miscreants arrested, with successive stories
about court and sentence outcomes.

> The criminal justice system is quite process
detailed, documenting the criminal
throughout:
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1) Criminal commits a crime
2) Criminal is arrested
3) Criminal is held for a court hearing
4) Criminal goes to court
5) Criminal is sentenced

/
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A lengthy, detailed trail of paperwork!

Once a criminal ancestor is discovered the
goals of the genealogist are to determine
what records were created for the locality
and if those police, court, and prison records
exist today. Another factor is the type of
crime committed; stealing two chickens
is not the same as murder. And as with
many other types of records genealogists
use, correctional records are available at the
federal, state, and county levels.

Federal
Records of the Bureau of Prisons, RG 129,
1870-1981, are held by the National
Archives Records Administration (NARA),
with the majority housed at Kansas City,
MO and College Park, MD facilities.

Some of the Federal Correctional Facilities
in Pennsylvania include:

■ Federal Correctional Institution,
McKean in Bradford, PA

■ United States Penitentiary, Lewisburg in
Lewisburg, PA

■ Federal Correctional Institution,
Schuylkill in Minersville, PA

■ United States Penitentiary, Allenwood
in Montgomery, PA

■ Federal Detention Center, Philadelphia
in Philadelphia, PA
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H. Mohler’s photo is from Rogues Gallery Books volume dated ca. 1880s. Record Group 79,
subset .56. Records of the Philadelphia Police Department stored at the Philadelphia City
Archives, 3101 Market St., Philadelphia.

By Anita Sheahan Coraluzzi
GSP Associate Director

recent memory, questions asked might well
stir up unwanted emotions. Jeff Seism of
The International Blacksheep Society of
Genealogists, states you may face a “wall
of silence,” which makes further research
difficult within the family, http://ibssg.org/
blacksheep/

You’ll need to tread carefully, but since
criminals can generate a wealth of records,
your discretion may be well rewarded.
Criminal records are often so detailed they
may provide answers to questions you have
sought for years and unlock information
that would otherwise remain hidden.

Human nature is what it is, and while
we hope our family tree grows with
decent, noble ancestors, occasionally we
come across a not-so-shining example of
humankind.

The seven deadly sins are strong motivators
for criminal activity, and if the sheer
number of criminals sentenced over the
years is any indication, there appears no
shortage of humans embracing such vices.
Lucky for genealogists.

Finding a criminal in your family’s past
might be disturbing, and how far back
you find your wayward relative could also
make a difference. Society often paints a
wide brush of shame over the family of a
criminal, and if the crime happened within

Many correctional records have remained
obscure until recently. Avenues to these
records opened for researchers when digital
images of newspapers became available
online. For centuries newspapers have
regularly reported on police activities,

Criminal Records cont’d on inside right panel
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NARA Correctional Institution Records.
http://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-
records/groups/129.html#129.2.2

Pennsylvania State correctional records are
stored at the Pennsylvania State Archives.
Record Group (RG) 15, Records of the
Department of Justice, contains the records of
the Department of Corrections. Collections
within this group range in date from about
1814 through ca. 1983, with the majority
from the 19th and early 20th centuries.

Included in RG 15 are the records of the
Eastern and Western State Penitentiaries.
Eastern State Penitentiary is located in
Philadelphia. This collection includes Prison
Admission and Population Records, 1829-
1966. Of particular interest to the genealogist
is RG #15.64, which contains the Prison
Population Indexes.

Because the prisoners were assigned
numbers, you will need to determine
what number was given to the criminal in
question. This information leads you to RG
#15.65, Reception Descriptive Book, which is
where biographical information is recorded.

The Western State Penitentiary is located in
Pittsburgh and RG 15 collections for this
institution also include Prison Population
Records, 1826-1970. As with Eastern State,
a Prison Population Index exists and can
be found under call number RG #15.133.
These are arranged chronologically then
alphabetical within each volume.

Several other PA state correctional facility
record collections are included in RG 15
such as the Board of Pardons, 1871-1970,
Graterford Prison, 1821-1966 (includes
prison population records), and the
Pennsylvania Industrial Reformatory,
Huntingdon, 1878-1963.

Pennsylvania State Correctional Institution
Records. Pennsylvania State Archives
http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/bah/dam/rg/
rgl5.htm

Local County Records need to be searched
through the local county government website
or by contacting the courthouse directly

for information related to the existence and
storage of official police, court, and county
prison records.

Allegheny County court and jail records
can be researched through the University
of Pittsburgh Archive Service Center. The
collections of the Archives of Industrial
Society contain Allegheny County Jail
Records and Court Dockets, 1863-1932 (98
reels microfilm).

Some of the collections in the Allegheny
County records include:

■ Daily Register of Prisoners Received,
1893-1925

■ Court Dockets, 1864-1926
■ Summary Docket (Summary

Convictions and Register), 1863-1929
■ Courts: Received and Discharged, 1886-

1922
■ Alphabetical List of Prisoners’ and

Attorneys’ Names, 1914-1921
■ Docket of United States Prisoners, 1899-

1926
■ Convict Description Docket, 1920-1932
■ Discharge Description Docket, 1873-

1928
■ Quarterly Report of All Persons

Committed to Allegheny County Prison,
1909-1912

remains for police arrest records from this
time period.

Among the records available for research are:
■ RG 38.37 Index of Prisoners, 1831-1931

(missing: 1909-1910); 10 volumes, no
index

■ Police Department RG 79.4a Detective
Division, Register of Descriptions of
Criminals, 16 July 1892-23 January
1897, 2 September 1902-16 November
1907, 3 volumes, index

Each entry lists register number, criminal’s
name and alias, age, color, place of birth,
residence, height, weight, color of eyes, hair,
beard or mustache, type of build, color of
complexion, description of scars and moles,
occupation, and date of arrest.

Name of arresting officer, his police district,
and remarks are added. Records of the
Quarter Session Court (RG 21) are also
available.

Philadelphia County Agency List. Records
of Philadelphia departments, including the
police, various courts, and Inspectors of the
Jail and Penitentiary House
http://www.phila.gov/phils/docs/inventor/
graphics/cityagen.htm

Don’t forget to explore the collections of your
local genealogical and historical societies
for any criminal or court records. The LDS
Family History Library Catalog should also
be searched for correctional records.
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And, remember the other side of this coin— if
your ancestors were upstanding, community-
minded people, then there is a good chance
they were called upon to serve their civic
duty as jurors. These records are generally
found within the collections of the county
courts. ♦>
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Allegheny County Archive Service Center.
Records of Allegheny County Courts and
Prison, http://digital.library.pitt.edu/cgi-
bin/f/findaid/findaid-idx?c=ascead&cc=asce
ad&type=simple&rgn=Category&ql=Gove
rnment8cSubmit=Search. You have to scroll
down to find the records.

I would like to thank Aaron McWilliams of
the Pennsylvania State Archives and Elissa
Scalise Powell, CG of the Western Pennsylvania
Genealogical Society for sharing their knowledge.
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Philadelphia County is rich with archival
materials housed at the Philadelphia City
Archives, 3101 Market St. Records for the
Police Department (RG 79), Courts (Quarter
Sessions, RG 21 and Magistrate’s Court, RG
28) and the Philadelphia Prison System (RG
38) are readily available.

The court and prison records are particularly
strong for the 19th century, although little
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Pennsylvania Colonial Militia Records at APS
Contain Unique Genealogical Information
By Valerie-Anne Lutz
APS Library's Head of Manuscripts Processing
and GSP Board Member

Shippensburg one from Wilmington, DE, and
one from Maryland.

Thirty-five enlistments have no locations listed
but many of these are for persons with fairly
uncommon enough names such as Conrad
Rimby, John Scarlet, Redmond Magnor,
Wendel Ury, George Tolketon, and Boltzer
Sheirer, Archibald McCombs, Matthias
Tolneck, Abraham Bleystein, Caspar Milhous,
and Baltzer Launtz, which should enable easy
identification of individuals in these records
even without counties of residence.

John Palmers enlistment provides not only
county of birth in Pennsylvania (Berks) but
also the township (Greenwich) placing him
a particular place during a time for which f
records other than tax assessments exist.

Several of the records include a description
height and complexion. On some of these, 1
individuals complexion is described as “bla
or “brown.” It is not clear whether these
persons were of African descent or merely 1
dark complexions.

Many of the records include little other thai
a name and county, but for persons with
uncommon names such as Baltzar Launtz, t
record provides definitive proof of enlistme
as well the notation that he was a Mason—
though whether this indicates Masonic
affiliation or occupation as a mason is not
clear.

Among the less frequently used resources for
information on Pennsylvania ancestors is a
bound volume of military enlistments, passes,
and other documents from the Burd-Shippen
Papers at the American Philosophical Society
(APS).

The volume, with documents from 1747-1787,
includes military enlistments with oaths of
allegiance to the King of England, military
passes, indentures of servants, two writs of
capias, two King’s warrants, a summons, two
bills of exchange with Virginia and Maryland,
receipts for victuals at Fort Augusta, a report
of chimneys, and bills of lading.

At the front of the volume is a list of
documents, including an index of names.
With the exception of a few blank forms, the
forms have been filled in, with many including
information of genealogical interest.

The most interesting items in the volume,
genealogically speaking, are the military
enlistments and military passes. The
military enlistments in particular include
bits of information that may help to identify
individuals such as age, county of residence,
and, on some, place of birth and occupation.
Some of these also include height and color of
complexion.

For those who have known ancestors born in
the early 18th century, the enlistments provide
evidence of these individuals’ residence
in Pennsylvania prior to the American
Revolution and, if birthplace is given, evidence
of their birth in Pennsylvania or other
locations.
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These records, while not extremely detailed;
provide additional details about ancestors’
lives that otherwise might not be known. In
addition to military service, they provide
evidence (in some cases) of county of
residence, birthplace, height, complexion, ai

occupation.

APS staff has begun identifying some of the
individuals represented in the volume. Sami
Goudy of Lancaster may be the same Samue
Goudy who appears in several Ancestry.con
family trees. This Samuel Goudy was born ii
Henrico County, VA in 1700, married Sarah
Morton (31 years his junior) in 1757, and
died in Prince Edward County, VA in 1797.
Although he seems a bit old for the militia a
age 57, men of all ages enlisted and served.

The military passes are from Fort Bedford
(4) and Fort Ligonier (5). These provide littl
information other than names and locations
of military service, but still may be useful
for adding to information about an ancestor
known to have served during that time.

The APS Library acquired the volume as par
of the Burd-Shippen Papers, an extensive
collection consisting of correspondence and
receipts from the Burd and Shippen families
Philadelphia and Lancaster.

) &
Thomas McGraw’s 1760 enlistment record

Some enlistments include birthplaces. Most
birthplaces are Pennsylvania counties or a
country such as Ireland or Germany, but
at least two enlistments includes county of
birth in Ireland. The enlistment for Thomas
McGraw, age 30, lists his place of birth as
County Cork, Ireland.

Due to the destruction of many Irish records,
most persons of Irish descent find it difficult
to trace their Irish ancestors beyond the
early 19th century. In addition, there was a
tendency for Irish-born Americans to list
their birthplace merely as Ireland, so finding
counties of birth for Irish ancestors is often
difficult.

In this case, Thomas McGraw’s enlistment
provides a relatively rare reference to a county
of birth for a man born in Ireland in 1730. The
enlistment also gives McGraw’s height (5 feet,
7 inches) and his occupation (cooper).

Robert Galbreath’s enlistment gives his age
(19), place of birth (Lancaster County),
and occupation (blacksmith) in addition to
providing his height (5 feet, 11 inches) and
complexion (ruddy).

The bulk of the enlistments are from Lancaster
County (42), although a large number also
are from Cumberland (15), Berks (9), and
Philadelphia (9). There are also some from
Chester County (5), Kent County, MD (4),
Fort Augusta (4), two each from Shamokin,
Newcastle (it’s not clear whether this is
Pennsylvania or Delaware) and York County,
one each from Bucks County, Carlisle,
Fort Bedford, Pittsburgh, Reading, and

Burd-Shippen cont’d at top of next colur
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By Michael Krasulski
Assistant Professor of Information Science
University of the Sciences, Philadelphia
and GSP Board Member

has been indexed completely. However,
February 1932 only has sporadic coverage.

The Morning Call obituary indexes can be
found at the Allentown Public Library and
on their website at: http://www.allentownpl.
org/obits.htm.

The Easton Express/Express-Times began
publication in 1855 as the Easton Daily
Express and became the Easton Express in
1917. The newspaper became The Express-
Times as a result of a merger with the Globe-
Times of Bethlehem in 1991. Easton Public
Library’s obituary indexes begin in 1903 and
continue up to 2011.

The obituary indexes are multiple PDF files.
The index files are in alphabetical order by
last name and each entry provides the date
when the obituary appeared in the Express!
Express-Times as well as the page number
where the obituary is located.

Unlike the Morning Call indexes, which
are multiple year files, the Express/Express-
Times files provide annual coverage. The
Express/Express-Times obituary indexes can
be found at the Easton Public Library and
on their website at: http://www.eastonpl.org/
obituary_index.htm.

The Easton Public Library will, for a fee,
provide copies of the indexed obituaries.
Consult the Easton Public Library website
for the form and pricing information.

The efforts by volunteers to index
genealogical resources have unlocked the
hidden potential of a plethora of resources.
The 1940 Census indexing project, of which
our Society is a participant, is just one
current example.

There are over two dozen indexing projects
currently sponsored by Familysearch.org.
The countless efforts by historical and
genealogical societies across the country
and around the world are also increasing the
amount of indexed records.
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George Walsh’s 1760 enlistment record

Burd-Shippen cont’d from previous column

The Burd-Shippen Papers consist mainly of
letters and business documents sent to James
Burd, with the bulk of the collection relating
to the French and Indian War, 1754-1763, in
which Burd served as an officer commanding
troops at Fort Augusta and elsewhere.

Thanks to anonymous volunteers,
Pennsylvania genealogists have access to the
obituaries published in the Lehigh Valleys
major newspapers from the 1890s to the

The 2.5 linear feet in the collection reflects
all aspects of Burd’s life in Pennsylvania as
a merchant, soldier, and magistrate as well
as his involvement with the Shippen family
professionally and personally. Intermixed with Present day. The obituary indexes to the
items sent to Burd are receipts to his wife, Morning Call and Easton Express/ Express-
Sarah Shippen Burd, and correspondence Times are Provided by the Allentown and
between Edward Shippen and James Hamilton Easton Public libraries, respectively.
regarding land matters and Indian affairs in
Lancaster. Allentown’s Morning Call began publication

under its current title in 1895, and the
obituary indexes provided by the Allentown
Public Library begin in that year. The
obituary indexes end in 1983. After 1984,
the Morning Call’s archives are available
online through the newspaper’s website or
through the Newsbank and Genealogybank
databases.

This collection is an ideal source for those
studying either the logistical aspects of
the French and Indian War or mercantile
matters in colonial Pennsylvania. The earlier
correspondence relates primarily to matters
of business: notices of sales, requests for
payments, bills of lading, and management of
Burd’s properties. Our mission is to provide leadership and

support in promoting genealogy through
education, preservation, and access to
Pennsylvania-related genealogical information.
President
Carol M. Sheaffer, MD
Vice Presidents
Susan S. Koelble and Deborah Coombe Haas
Secretary
Karen Higgins
Treasurer:
Nancy C. Janyszeski
Penn in Hand is a quarterly publication of the
Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania
2207 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, PA 19103-
3010. 215-545-0391 www.GenPa.org.

The obituary indexes are Microsoft Excel
files. Each file is a nine-year block, i.e.
1900-1909; except for the years 1895-1899
and 1980-1983, which are three-year blocks.
Each index file is in alphabetical order by
last name, and each entry provides the date
when the obituary appeared in the Morning

While the French and Indian War material
comprises mainly of logistical matters (supply,
payment of troops, muster rolls), there are
a number of letters that discuss garrison
conditions, troop movements, and Indian
affairs in addition to the diaries and journals
in Series IV. Garrison life and logistics, as well Cal1 as wel1 as the Pa§e number where the

obituary is located.as business, are covered in the other three
series of the collection. At present, the obituary indexes are

incomplete for years 1910-1949. Each file
contains the indexing coverage. As such,
researchers are able to tell if the date they are
looking for is available currently.

For example, if you were looking for an
obituary for someone who died in June
1932, you are in luck since that month

The finding aid for the Burd-Shippen Papers
may be viewed at http://www.amphilsoc.
org/mole/view?docId=ead/Mss.B.B892-ead.
xml;query=burd-shippen;brand=default.

For inquiries about the collection, please
e-mail the Manuscripts Department at
manuscripts@amphilsoc.org.

The APS Library Hall is located at 105 S. Fifth
St., Philadelphia, PA 19106. ❖

PIH Editor, Deborah Coombe Haas,
Editor@GenPa.org.
GSP Executive Director Joyce Homan,
ExecDir@GenPa.org.
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A Wealth of Resources Await at the Northeast Pennsylvania
Genealogical Society's Family History Research Library

Letter from the President
Spring is surely here and a wonderful
season it is for family researchers! With it
comes energy and just the right conditions
to hit the road. Whether it be traveling to
research facilities, exploring cemeteries, or
visiting previously unknown cousins who
just may have the records you need, you
know it is time to get on with it.

As an organization, GSP did just that
recently when it, with the Northeast
Pennsylvania Genealogical Society,
cosponsored an all-day conference in
Nanticoke, Luzerne County. It was well
attended by an enthusiastic group of
genealogists who heard from speakers
discussing.federal, state, and local
records available to them and who had
opportunity to visit with organizations
tabling at the event.

You’ll read more in this edition of Penn in
Hand about the library at the Northeast
Pennsylvania Genealogical Society,
which several GSP members had an
opportunity to explore the evening before
the conference. A visit there is a must for
anyone with ancestors in that region!

While reflecting on the sense of freedom
researchers enjoy at this time of year as
they leave the confines of their homes and
the chairs in front of their computers to
go on road trips, it is somewhat ironic that
some of our ancestors had limited or no
freedom as they were incarcerated!

There certainly are records available
documenting their “mistakes” and the
consequences they endured, as you will
also see discussed in this newsletter. A
set of records in Burlington County, NJ
entitled Insolvent Debtors brought three of
my ancestors to my attention. They found
themselves in the Mount Holly Jail in the
1820s where they remained until they
could develop a plan for debt payment.

More recently one of them was found
more than once between 1796-1799 in
The Mayors Court Docket of Philadelphia
as were three other ancestors, all of whom
were well documented as Burlington
County, NJ residents. Surprises like that
are part of the intrigue of genealogy!

Best wishes to all of you as you follow your
ancestors’ trail this season!

By Helen T. O’Brien
NEPGS Secretary

topics of interest. Our genealogy sections
include many personal local family histories
and individual biographies. Our microfilm
collection also includes Luzerne County tax
records and Naturalization papers.

The Society’s major project over the last 15
years has been to microfilm Luzerne County
cemetery and death records as well as some
church registers. In 2010 we switched to the
digital imaging of these items and added
funeral home records and The Historical
Records of Wyoming Valley to our list of
materials.

Founded in 1992 as a nonprofit organization
providing instruction and assistance
in promoting genealogy, the Northeast
Pennsylvania Genealogical Society
recognizes the value of collecting and
preserving the vital and personal records of
our ancestors.

The Society’s Family History Research
Library opened in 2002 and moved to its
current site in 2010. Our expanded home
now includes a separate library reading
room; a technology room with computers
and reader-printers for searching the
Internet, computer data and our microfilm
collection; a digital imaging room with extra
storage shelves for periodicals and special
resources; a boardroom for meetings; an
office workroom; and space to take a break
or enjoy a snack.

We are also an approved site for the LDS
Family History Center so our patrons can
obtain microfilms on loan from them and
view them at our library.

While some library resources have been
purchased by the Society, most of our shelf
collection has been donated by people with
roots in NEPA. It includes books, brochures,
directories, documents, logs or registers,
manuscripts, maps, news publications,
periodicals, and photos or yearbooks
on local cities and towns, ethnic groups,
educational and religious institutions, and
industry.

Items on the history of Pennsylvania,
Luzerne County and surrounding areas,
the Civil War and coal mining are but a few

We have also invested in a library cataloging
program (Resource Mate), which we are
using to categorize our entire collection
grouping items both by the Dewey Decimal
System and by resource type. This ongoing
process is slow but the end result we believe
will benefit all of our researchers, who can
check the patron search feature at the library
or, in the near future, on our website www.
nepsg.org, to see what records and material
are available at our location.

There is a $5 nonmember daily charge to use
the library. There is also a fee for research
requests made for the staff to do a library
search; however, we do not, nor can we, do
searches for estate purposes or to establish
property rights or legal relationships of any
kind.

The library at 689 Main Road, Hanover
Township, is open on Thursdays 10
a.m.-4 p.m. and on the second Saturday
of the month from noon-4 p.m. except for
Thanksgiving and the Thursdays before
Christmas and New Year’s Day. Staff contacts
may be made by phone (570) 829-1765 or
email at nepgsmail@gmail.com.

GSP is partnering for its third year with the National Archives to hold its Summer
Research Institute. Area high school students have the opportunity to learn vital critical
thinking and research skills as well as develop a love for family history during this
intensive 10-week program.

Will you consider sponsoring a student? Even a gift of $20 contributes toward the success
of the project and supports GSP’s goal of developing the next generation of genealogists.

To give, please visit our website, www.GenPa.org to make your contribution. If you prefer
to write a check, make it payable to the Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania, write
Summer Research Institute in the memo line, and mall it to our office at 2207 Chestnut St.,

Philadelphia, PA 19103-3010. Thank you for your donation!
Carol M. Sheaffer, President
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Join us for the following events —
10 am Sat., June 9. Lecture and online workshop, Getting
Started with Your Family Research: Integrating
Traditional Methods & Online Resources with
presenters Karen Higgins and Anita Sheahan Coraluzzi.
GSP Conference Space.

10 am Sat., Aug. 11. Laptop Saturday: An Online
Workshop Sponsored by GSP and the Bucks County
Genealogical Society. Doylestown Historical Society, 56
S. Main St., Doylestown

9 am Sat., Sept. 22. Spend a day with Dick Eastman at
the Bucks County Ancestry Fair. Cloud Genealogy,
Blogging, Apps & Programs, Wikis! The Bucks County
Visitors Center, 3207 Street Road, Bensalem (in front of
Parx Casino).

For more information, visit www.GenPa.org.
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