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GSP Pariners with Villanova to Honor Those
Who Served in the Great War

“You will be
home before the
leaves fall from

the trees.”
Attributed to
Kaiser Wilhelm |l
of Germany in a
speech to troops
departing to the
front lines, August
1914.

Scheduled to be
launched July
28, marking
100 years

after the first
declaration of war by a European power,
the free website, Home Before the Leaves
Fall, found at www.wwionline.org, contains
newly digitized primary source materials
related to World War I, also known as the
Great War. It is hosted and archived by
Villanova University.

The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania
(GSP) is working with genealogists who will
volunteer their time to trace the families of
those who served and died during World
War I and contribute this information

to the website. The genealogists will be
assigned one or more service people to
research and may contribute articles for the
website’s blog.

Archives and organizations from around
the Delaware Valley are partnering with
Villanova on this project to describe and
digitize Great War content and share
activity news throughout 2014-2018. The
end result will be a biographical database
and encyclopedia, a publicly available
dataset, and an interactive map showing
where service people lived and where many
of them died in the conflict.

Contact Ruth Martin at wwlonline@
heritagereports.com with any questions.

Another website that contains valuable
genealogical information about the men
and women who served during the Great
War is www. PhiladelphiaWWTYears.com. Tt
provides a window to the city of a hundred
years ago.

In 1914 Philadelphia was the third largest
city in the United States with a population
of over one and a half million people. It was
a major manufacturing center nicknamed
The Workshop of the World. When the
United States entered the war, the city and
its citizens fully mobilized in the war effort.

Almost overnight, manufacturing and
textile companies converted to war material
production. The shipyards on the Delaware
River waterfront produced hundreds of
ships including battleships, destroyers,
submarine chasers, and troop transports.
The Great War would forever alter the city’s
landscape and its people as they joined
together to support the war effort at home
and their boys who were “over there”

Under the tab Award Recipients are listed
those who were honored for their heroism
whose home addresses were in the greater
Philadelphia area of Pennsylvania, New
Jersey, and Delaware.

Information includes name, rank, company,
address, type and reason for the award, and
street address.

Under the tab Stories of Those Who
Served genealogical information as well as
photographs are provided.

The Historical Society of Pennsylvania
(HSP) will display the highlights of its war-

related documents, including papers from
army officers, war posters, photographs of
home-front activities, and letters describing
wartime civilian life through August 15. The
exhibit is free and open to the public during
regular operating hours.

The newest batch of 20 years of
Pennsylvania death certificates is
available free online. Researchers can
now access death records from 1906-
1944,

The Pennsylvania State Archives has a
partnership with Ancestry.com to digitize
family-history records in the State
Archives and make them available online.
The list of records available is located in
the bottom left corner of the Ancestry.com
Pennsylvania web page.

Free access to Ancestry.com Pennsylvania
is available to Pennsylvania State
residents. This access requires a free
Ancestry.com Pennsylvania account. To
begin, go to http://phmc.info/ancestrypa
for step-by-step instructions.

GSP’s newsletter was among those
recognized for excellence by the

National Genealogical Society. Their
yearly newsletter competition awarded
honorable mention to Penn in Hand at
its yearly convention in May. A panel of
three judges reviewed each newsletter on
material interest, variety, organization,
quality of writing and editing, readability,
and attractiveness.




How DNA Testing Supplements Family History Research

By Valerie-Anne Lutz
APS Library’s Head of Manuscripts
Processing and GSP Board Member

Part of a continuing series

About a month after taking the 23andMe
autosomal DNA test, results showed my
mom’s closest match was an adoptee.
23andMe estimates that he and my mom
are 2nd to 4th cousins. The only knowledge
of his biological family he has is his birth
surname, which is not
familiar to us.

Perhaps the most exciting
discovery has been my match
on particular chromosome
segments with two men of
the same surname who also
share a surname with one of
my third great-grandmothers.
I was fairly sure based on my
research that I had identified
at least the general area of
origin (county and parish)

of this family in Ireland,

and I was reasonably sure of
the town as well, based on a
gravestone that I'd found.

It is common, however, to

likely that she and my dad are related on one
of those lines.

To see whether our new DNA cousin and

my dad matched on their direct maternal
lines, I ordered the mtDNA test from
FamilyTreeDNA (FTDNA). They did not
match, which at least ruled out the direct
maternal line for their common ancestry. We
are now exploring her great-grandmother’s
lines for further comparison to other families
related to my father’s maternal lines, which I

In many cases, Y-DNA tests are the most
robust and easy to use for genealogy, in that
the DNA is passed relatively unchanged with
occasional mutations and is associated with
particular surnames. Testers can determine
which line of a particular family name is
theirs and to which branches they are more
closely related. The results that we received
from my dad’s Y-DNA results were a bit
disappointing, however.

Rather than a list that consisted mostly of
people with the name Lutz and a

Ancestry.com is retiring its Y-DNA and mtDNA tests and results will
no longer be available after September 5, which means if you took
those tests from Ancestry.com you will not be able to review your
results after that date.

To download your raw DNA, you can export your results prior to the
service’s retirement by visiting DNA.Ancestry.com and logging in to
begin the process. Your raw DNA data will be exported into a .csv file
format and can be uploaded to other Y-chromosome and mtDNA
testing services.

In an email to Ancestry.com subscribers, the website wrote, “We
understand the value you can gain from Y-DNA and mtDNA test
results, however we've decided to retire these tests in order to dedicate
more resources to the autosomal DNA test, called AncestryDNA,
which surveys a person’s genome at more than 700,000 locations.”

few others (which is what I had
hoped to receive) we received

an assortment of names, none of
which were exact matches—and
none of which were Lutz. In
addition, none were exact matches
to my dad: the closest were men
with “genetic distances” (the
number of markers away from

37 that match) of 3 and 4. He has
continued to receive notifications
of 12-marker and 25-marker
matches, but so far has received
no closer matches at 37 markers.

Such results are not unusual,
however. Men whose direct male
ancestors did not have surnames

discover that the line on

which you guessed that you might be related
to one of your matches is a line different than
the one on which you originally believed that
you might be related. One of my matches on
my dad’s side initially seemed to be related
on one of our German lines. As it turned out,
her family was from a completely different
area of Germany.

We met in person and compared charts,
which is when I noticed that we both had a
line that stopped at our great-grandmothers.
Mine was from Donegal, Ireland, while hers
was from Scotland, but as my dad has a lot of
matches of Scottish, as well as Irish, ancestry,
I thought that it might be worth exploring.

After further comparison of the chromosome
segments on which we matched, I noticed
among our matches a man on my dads side
who shares the surname of my paternal
grandmother. I compared this match with
the woman mentioned above and found that
we matched on the same segments of the
same chromosomes—which made it more

have not been able to trace further than 19th
century Ireland.

To try to learn more about my dad’s direct
paternal line, we added a basic 37-marker
Y-DNA test to my dad’s kit at FTDNA. One
of the advantages of FTDNA is that once
you have a sample on file, they can continue
to use it for additional tests, with no need to
wait for another kit to arrive and be returned
and processed. The request is under way
from the moment that the test is ordered.

A caveat is that if you already have used

a sample for several tests (for example,
when upgrading multiple times from one
level of Y-DNA or mtDNA to another, in
addition to an autosomal test), FTDNA may
need to request another sample. FTDNA
representatives suggest that if there is any
doubt, particularly when testing a person
of advanced years, you may want to contact
FTDNA and request a new kit to ensure
that the sample is still viable for testing after
multiple tests.

until the 18th and 19th centuries
or later (common among Jewish
populations and several other ethnic groups),
whose ancestors used patronymics (such as
Welsh and Scandinavian populations), or
whose ancestors had names derived from
their occupations (Miller, Smith, and many
others) often have few or no matches that
share their surnames.

.

This makes the Y-DNA test a bit more
challenging for some, but it still can be useful
for determining ethnic origins. Also, as more
people test, there may be more matches who
share surnames.

One less difficult but perhaps more
complicated situation is when one receives
a list of matches in which most participants
have a different surname from the tester.
This generally indicates a non-paternal
event (NPE) at some point in the direct
paternal line. An NPE results when a male
somewhere along the line had a different
surname than his biological male ancestors
due to adoption, a son taking the name of




his mother, or a legal father who is not the
biological father.

As most of my dad’s existing matches have
taken the 67-marker or 111-marker tests
offered through FTDNA, we are going to
order one of these for him. Although he
probably will have no additional matches
than he already has, we want to have the
information on file for when (we hope) more
people will test.

The latest development in my family’s

DNA adventures is the arrival of results

for AncestryDNA tests that my aunt and

I took. Ancestry suggests relatives based

on the DNA itself, but supplements with
information derived from users’ online
family trees to suggest shared surnames and
ancestors.

The closest match to my aunt and me is a
known third cousin whom we had found
through Ancestry several years ago. Other
matches include shared surnames and
geographic origins that give strong clues
as to how we might be related to others,
but we'll have to explore this further with
the matches themselves. We have just
begun contacting some of our matches to
see whether we can determine common
ancestors.

Ancestry’s autosomal DNA test is somewhat
more limited than those offered by 23andMe
and FTDNA. Ancestry’s test is currently
offered only in the United States and they

do not allow browsing by chromosome and
segment as do 23andMe and FTDNA. This
makes it a bit less fun and a bit less useful for
those who have not already completed solid
family history research and do not have a lot
of ancestors who lived in the United States.

However, Ancestry testers (along with those
who have tested with 23andMe or FTDNA)
can upload their data to Gedmatch.com,

a free site that allows testers from several
services to upload raw data and compare
chromosomes and segments with others
who also have uploaded their data.

Gedmatch also provides more specific ethnic
admixture results, which are the ethnic
origins that most approximate the tester’s,
based on samples of people from throughout
the world as well as those who report four
grandparents from the same country. These
results change and become more precise over
time, but keep in mind that they are only as
accurate as the testing population. Any given
person from an area might have unknown

ancestry from other regions as well, so the
estimates are only as accurate as the known
ancestry of the persons providing data.

Gedmatch also allows triangulation, or
results that include all of your matches and
those whom you both match. Most of my
matches on Gedmatch are with folks I've
already seen on 23andMe and FTDNA, but
Gedmatch allows me to compare them with
each other, even if they have tested with
different services.

One drawback of Gedmatch is that it is

a little daunting for some people. As a

free service with some fairly advanced
capabilities, it is built more for functionality
than user ease. Most of its users are fairly
determined and experienced genetic
genealogists, but it is not impossible to learn.

As long as one reads the instructions
carefully, it is not terribly complicated to
download a DNA file from the original
testing service and upload it to Gedmatch.
The more that you try out and use the
various tools at Gedmatch, the less
complicated they seem.

Help and guidance are also available from
staff of the various testing services, as
well as members of the various Facebook
groups dedicated to genetic genealogy.
Some of these are International Society of
Genetic Genealogy (ISOGG), Autosomal
DNA, Gedmatch.com Discussion Group,
GEDMatch.com User Group, Gedmatch
GENEALOGY and Ancestry Group,
23andMe Newbies, and Ancestry-Gedmatch-
FTDNA-23&Me-Genealogy and DNA.

While I've made a lot of good discoveries

I was a bit disappointed at the inability to
compare results for some of my matches

who had tested through different services
from each other and were not on Gedmatch,
which would allow me to compare them. I'd
also found fewer matches than I'd hoped with
people who were definitely related according
to our paper trails.

Just last week, however, I decided to check
my Ancestry matches again and noticed

one match among the “high confidence”
matches and one among the “very low
confidence” (oddly enough) who did have
known matches with my tree. One was with
a woman whose tree included the family of
one of my “brick wall” ancestors, born in
1812 in New Jersey—with his parents.
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I will feel even more confident with this
match if we can find someone else who
matches us on the same segments of the
same chromosomes, but for now, I am
excited that I have not only a paper trail and
some speculation about his parents, but also
a DNA match with the family as well.

The other matches are with a descendant
of a 2nd great-grandfather’s sister. If we
can find others who match us on the same
segments of the same chromosome, we
may be able to get back another generation
in our research—or at the very least, help
others find additional information about
their families they didn’t have before. I've
also talked a few of them into uploading to
Gedmatch, so I'm hoping that this will lead
to more matches and help us to find more
connections than we could through the
paper trails alone.

If you have the opportunity to take one or
more of these tests, please do, and take the
extra step of uploading your autosomal data
to Gedmatch.

While my genetic genealogy journey has
had mixed results so far and has not yet
yielded nearly the amount of information

or confirmation of relationships that I
anticipated when I began, it has provided
support for my research on some family
lines and has led to some additional leads for
further research.

I’'m hoping that as more people test, I will
find even more, and that others will as well.
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Upcoming Events

GSP summer activities include programs on
military history and digital research and a
walking tour of one of the oldest towns in
Upper Bucks County called Eat, Drink, and
Be Merry in Quakertown.

This Evening of Delicious History will be
held Thurs., August 7 starting at 5:45 p.m. at
McCoole’s Arts & Events Place, 10 S. Main
St. in Quakertown. After working up an
appetite on the walk guests will return to
McCoole’s for a buffet dinner that includes a
Red Lion Brewery beer tasting.

The tour will provide a rare opportunity

to visit repositories containing unique
genealogical and historical information
about life in Upper Bucks County. Tickets
are $50 in advance and $60 at the door. For
registration information visit www.genpa.

org.

McCoole’s Red Lion Inn originally opened
in 1750 under the ownership of Walter
McCoole and was known as McCoole’s
Tavern during the Revolutionary War
period. The tavern’s name was changed to
the Red Lion Hotel in 1793.

The Inn was used as a meeting place in
1799 for the organizers of Fries Rebellion,
a rebellion by Germanic Pennsylvanians
against a tax imposed to fund a war with
France.

As the town of Quakertown grew, so did
the Inn. The Inn received an expansion in
1810 and received another addition in 1865,
allowing travelers to have a place to stay
while passing through on the new railway
system.

Other stops on the tour include:

The Burgess Foulke House built in 1812 and
now housing the Quakertown Historical
Society. Built by Edward Foulke, it was
moved in 1974 from its original location
along Route 309. Foulke’s son became the
first mayor (Burgess) of Quakertown.

The Quakertown Historical Society holds
approximately 60 linear feet of archival
materials dating from 1767 to the present,
including local business and municipal
ledgers, photographs, newspaper clippings,
scrapbooks, deeds, and various other
documents.

Liberty Hall is a small residence dating from
1772. In September 1777 the Liberty Bell

was moved here from Philadelphia to protect
it from the British.

Established in 1788, the Richland Library
Company is the seventh oldest library in
Pennsylvania. Containing collections on
Quaker and local history it has become a
center in Upper Bucks County for genealogy
and local history research. In the process

of doubling the size of its facility, it is open
to the public on a limited basis and by
appointment.

Other planned summer GSP events are:
Genealogy Research: Online Military Records
7-8:30 p.m. Wed,, July 16 at the Warminster
Township Library (SeniorSpaces program) at
1076 Emma Lane in Warminster.

Interested in locating and using online
military records in your genealogy research?
GSP President Carol Sheaffer and Board
Member Nancy Nelson will present an
overview of useful sources. Registration is
required for this free program.

Our webinar series continues at 7 p.m.
Thurs., July 17 with Digital Tools for
Research Planning with Melissa Johnson.

Learn how to use technology to develop
research plans in a variety of formats that
help genealogists save time and become
more effective researchers.

Melissa Johnson is a professional genealogist
specializing in New Jersey, New York,
Pennsylvania, and British genealogy
research; Irish and Italian dual citizenship;
and genealogical writing, editing, and
publishing.

Another informative session about working
with computers will be Genealogy Research:
A Workshop Using Online Resources from
10:30 to noon, Thurs., August 14 again at the
Warminster Township Library (SeniorSpaces
program).

Bring your laptop to this interactive event,
and representatives from GSP will be
available to help you use a variety of online
genealogical websites in your research.

This program is free, but registration is
required.

New to using tax records in your research?
Join us for a webinar with Pennsylvania
genealogist James Beidler at 7 p.m. Thurs.,
August 21 entitled Pennsylvania Taxes
and Census: Keeping Track of Wealth and
Population.

—_———

There’s a wealth of information contained
in the many types of tax records that have
survived about 18th and 19th century
Pennsylvanians. Included is a discussion
of Colonial tax lists, the 1798 Direct Tax,
Pennsylvania Septennial Census and 1800s
land, personal property, and head taxes.

James M. Beidler is the author of The Famnily
Tree German Genealogy Book, as well as

the writer of Roots ¢~ Branches, an award-
winning weekly newspaper column on
genealogy that is the only syndicated feature
on that topic in Pennsylvania. He is also a
columnist for German Life magazine, editor
of Der Kurier, the quarterly journal of the
Mid-Atlantic Germanic Society, and an
instructor for online Family Tree University.

This webinar is free to GSP members and
$10 for non-members.

To register and learn more about upcoming
programs visit www.genpa.org or call 215-
672-4362 to register.

Ancestors from Chester County?

If you're looking for a book
to tell you what life was like
there in the 18th and 19th

CHESTER
COUNTY

s

&), century you may want to

L

read Remembering Chester
County: Stories from Valley
Forge to Coatesville by
Susannah Brody.

A masterful storyteller, Susannah uses
vignettes to reveal how the people of
Chester County hid slaves along the
Underground Railroad, hosted a witch trial,
and fought for women’s suffrage.

You can read eyewitness accounts from
letters and diaries of the Battle of the
Brandywine in 1777, the Great Tornado
of 1877, and the reaction of West Chester
when Buffalo Bill strolled into town.
Susannah names names, and one of them
may be your ancestor.

The author of several books on local
history in Chester County, Susannah has a
Masters of Arts in Oral Traditions from The
Graduate Institute in Connecticut. She is a
member of Patchwork: A Storytelling Guild
and the National Storytelling Network.

Remembering Chester County was published
in 2010 by The History Press.






