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CHORTLY AFTER PUBLICATION of Donald J. Martin's research 
Lion Ulrich Liebengut in this journal in 1976,1  Dr. Martin himself 
called attention to the fact that publication had been premature 
because research on all the Liebengut families in Pennsylvania was 
not complete.2 Since that time, an important addition has been made 
to the offspring of Ulrich Liebengut, his fourth son, Herman Lieben- 
gut. 

Herman Liebengut, the fourth son of Swiss-born Ulrich, was born 
in colonial Pennsylvania after the arrival of Ulrich and his family in 
Philadelphia from Alsace on 12 October 1733 aboard the Charming 
Betty .3  As Dr. Martin reported, Ulrich had three older sons, Peter, 
Adam, and Jacob, and two daughters, Anna and Maria, who were born 
in Europe. The only child born in colonial America was Herman. The 
genealogical evidence supporting this lineage is found in the records 
of the Falkner Swamp Reformed Church, New Hanover Township, 
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania. In a list of confirmations by John 
Philip Leydich appears the following under the date of Whitsunday 
(Pentecost) 1752: 

Herman, son of late Ulrich Liebegut[d 18 [years old.]4  

Therefore Herman was born late in 1733 or early in 1734, in the 
first year after the arrival of Ulrich, his wife Susanna (Anna), and their 
children in Pennsylvania. 

*Mikes Note: The audio; who holds a Ph. D. in mathematics, is director of Engineering 
and Research at Thiokol Corponation's Huntsville (Alabama) Division. He was formerly the 
manager of the Space Shuttle main engine jiMgralli at NASA's Marshall Space Right Center 
His previous publications have been in the field4 of mathematics and engineering. He has been 
studying the genealogy of the Liebengut/Lovingood family since 1988. 
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Dr. Martin's article dealt with the records pertaining to Peter, 
Adam, and Jacob Liebengut in Pennsylvania, so that these descen- 
dants will not be considered here. Rather, the subsequent immediate 
records pertaining to the life of Herman, the youngest son of Ulrich 
and first-generation American, will be discussed. To date no records 
pertaining to Herman's life in Pennsylvania, other than his confirma- 
tion, have been uncovered. It is hoped that further research will yield 
additional information on his early life. 

The earliest known records of Herman Liebengut after his confir- 
mation are in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia, where he bought 
land near the town of Woodstock in 17625  and 1763,6  In the English 
language deeds, his name appears as Herman (Harman) Livingood. 
Records show that in 1761 and 1762 Harman Lovingood was a chain 
carrier for surveyor Robert Rutherford, and in 1764 Rutherford 
surveyed Harman Lovingood's 196 acres on the drains of Passage 
Creek.' In 1765 Herman sold his land on Passage Creek to John Hite, 
Isaac Hite, and Peter Hangee; in the deed his name appears as 
Herman Livingood, but his signature in old German script is Herman 
Liebengut. The use of Livingood as the surname (apparently phoneti- 
cally anglicized) is consistent with the surnames of Ulrich Liebengut's 
sons Peter, Adam, and Jacob in Pennsylvania during this era, which 
were Livingood, Leavergood, and Liebegut.9  When Herman sold all 
his Frederick County real estate in August 1770, the several resulting 
deeds record his surname as both Livingood and Lovingood, some-- 
times in the same deed.' In the 1770s Herman began buying land in 
Augusta County, Virginia, near the town of Staunton." At this time 
his name in the deed is Harmon Lovingood. In 1791 he sold land to 
Peter Hanger, who had bought some of Herman's Frederick County 
land; the name in the deed is Hermon Lovingood, and the signature 
is, again, Herman Liebengut, in old German script, as in Frederick 
County in 1765.1  

Therefore Herman Liebengut of Virginia was most probably the 
youngest son of Ulrich Liebengut. He left Pennsylvania in the 1750s 
or early 1760s for the Virginia frontier, where his name became 
anglicized to Lovingood, and he began a line of descendants of 
Pennsylvania Germans who became Southerners. Records in Augusta 
County state that Herman owned a tanyard, appraised estates (with 
the same Peter Hanger who bought his land), served on a jury in April 
1790, was appointed road surveyor on 5 August 1780," and was listed 
in Captain Thomas Smith's company of Virginia militia during the 



Herman Liebengut 	 173 

American Revolution." Herman, his wife Ann, and three of his sons, 
Samuel, John, and Harmon, left Virginia in 1791. Herman, Ann, John, 
and Harmon settled in Elbert County, Georgia, and Samuel settled in 
upper South Carolina in the old Pendleton District." His other son, 
Jacob, remained in Virginia.' 

Herman Liebengut (Lovingood) and his descendants became a lost 
branch of the Pennsylvania German descendants of Ulrich Lieben- 
gut. The author became aware of the relationship between Herman 
and Ulrich through contact with Dr. James Livingood of Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, who is a descendant of Ulrich's son Adam. In 1976 Dr. 
Livingood received a letter from Isaac Koch (also a descendant of 
Adam) in which Mr. Koch wondered why Ulrich's son Herman and 
his descendants had never been mentioned in all the Livingood 
reunions held in Pennsylvania." Mr. Koch had found the confirma- 
tion of Herman, son of Ulrich, in the original Falkner Swamp 
Reformed Church records. The present author recently verified this 
record through microfilm from the Family History Library in Salt 
Lake City. 

The author's ancestor, Samuel Lovingood, son of Herman, had 
three sons, Samuel, jr.; George Washington; and Harmon. Samuel, 
jr., removed to Union County (now Fannin County), Georgia, in 
1836, and thence to Cherokee County, Georgia, in the 1850s. The 
other two sons of Samuel, Sr., eventually settled in Cherokee County, 
North Carolina:8  

From the author's research the only descendant of Ulrich Lieben- 
gut whose surname became anglicized to Lovingood (Lovinggood)19  
was Herman. Furthermore, Herman is the progenitor of all Lovin- 
goods (Lovinggoods) in the United States, based on comprehensive 
research of official records of the eighteenth and early nineteenth 
centuries. The immigrant ancestor of all of the Lovingoods 
(Lovinggoods) is Ulrich Liebengut, who was born in Melchnau, 
Canton Bern, Switzerland," ca. 1688.21  

Herman Liebengut ( Harmon Lovingood), first-generation 
American, died 16 July 1800 in Elbert County, Georgia.22 
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