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S EARLY AS 1717 the Commissioners of Property, agents of

the proprieor for the e of land In Pennsivanis, advsed
the Palatines of Conestoga and Pequea to seek m tion
because of the -Disadvantage they were under by being born alcns,
maz thesefors thel Children could not Inherit nor they themselves
con others the Lands they purchase.” It was not, however,
il February 1727725 that Martin Mylen and Wendall Bowman
of the “Congregation of the Menists” began the process of natu-
ralization by petitioning the Chester County Court of Quarter
Sessions. Mylen and Bowman requested that they and their fellow
Mennonites be allowed “to sign & subscribe the oaths of supremacy
and allegiance” before two justices of the court. Henry Peirce and
George Aston, justices, were appointed to arrange a convenient
meeting place.” On 1 April 1728, at Mylen's house at Conestoga,
approximately 200 Mennonites joined by 28 fellow Germans signed
the documents qualifying them for naturalization. The Mennonites
signed a form of the qualification that did not require that they
“swear” an “oath.

The process then apparently sialled for over a year before
moving to the jurisdiction of the newly formed county of Lancaster.
On 4 November 1729 a petition on behalf of those who had
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“Taken the Loyal Qualifications” was drawn up and forwarded to
Governor Patrick Gordon.# On 16 January 1729/30 Governor
Gordon reported that he had investigated the case and recom-
mended passage of a bill to naturalize the petitioners. At a council
held on 29 January 1729/30 some amendments were made to the
bill and, finally, on 14 February 1729/30 “An Act for the Better
Enabling Divers Inbabltans of the Province

ds, and to Invest Them With the Pri
o Subjects of the Said Province” was passed by the Assembly.®
Ordinarily Pennsylvania legislation was required to be reviewed by
the Privy Council in London, but since the act was never considered
by the crown, it became law with the lapse of time as allowed by
the proprietary charter.

It should be noted that not all of the petitioners who signed
the qualifications at Martin Mylen’s in 1728 were included in the
act passed by the Assembly.

The Oath of Allegiance and Abjuration signed by the non-Men-
nonites follows:®

Wee the Subscribers Do Sincerely promise and Swear that
wee will be faithfull and bear true Allegiance to his majesty
King George the Second[] so help us God[.]

Wee the Subscribers do likewise Swear that wee do from
our hearts abhor Detest and Abjure, as Impious and hereticall,
that Damnable Doctrine and posic[i]on, that princes Excomu-
nicated or deprived by the Pope, or any authority of the See
of Rome, may be Deposed or Murdered by their Subjects or
any other whatsoever, And wee do Declare, That no Foreign
prince, person, prelzle, e or poteciate, huth or erght 10
have an
uthorlty Eeclesiastcal or Spiritual within e Realm of Great
Britain or the Dominions thereunto belonging[,] so help us
God[.]?

Subscribers to the Oath®

Tobias Hamspaker Caspar lochman
[his mark: X] Andreas Meixell
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Johan Georg Barth
Johanis Fisher]

Jacob Lynn
[his mark: IL)
Philip Schauffelberger
Philip Breitenstein
Martin Lengz [?]
Johnnes Leyn
Conradt Stempelmann
Adam Kunerdt
Frederich Stein

michel alberd

Joh fiere

Jonas le Roux

Chrischtoeffall Franciscus
[his mark: CF]

Johannes Schwob

Michel Webel

Zacharyas Schucker

Jit [2] Jungblud [2]

baltzer Miiler

fredrich baum

to the Q

Wendel bau[man]
Jan burcko[l]ter
Benss Hirschi
martin meilin [?]
Jacob brublack]er
heinrich Naff [? torn]
michel fran [? torn]
Hanss Wige [?]
Christian meier
Marti hent[torn]
Jacob Harniss
John Bauman
‘hans meier
hans schenck [?]
hans J[torn]
Andreas [torn: Kauffman?]

[his mark: AK]
Hanss burkollder
Isaack Cuffman

[his mark: IK]
hannes hiestandt
Christan Stoneman
Johannes Kauffman

Christian gerber
Hans Good
[his mark: HG)
Gal Zimeman
Mathias Shyarmister
[his mark: ma ?]
Jacob Stauffer
Conrade Strickland
[his mark: K]
Bemdicte Knoll
[his mark: B]
Peder Gut
Abraham Steiner
ruti meirer [?]
Benn Wittmer
Benn Wittmer'®
melcher ho[?]at
Johan funck
hennes [?] funck
Sammel funck
Peter Moserman
Jacob [Sch]nebli
[torn]
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Ulrich Burckh[torn]
Jacob Miller [7]
M(torn]d Miller [2]
Jalclob Funck [2]

Jacob we(?torn]

‘michel m[2torn]

Jac[o]b bauman [?]
Jaclo]b immel [?]
Heine Webber

Peter [?] lenand [?]
Hanss Heinerich Neff
samel [?] aberholizer [?]
iost Mosser

Hans Meyli
Melecher herisman [?]
Uli Stafer [?]

John Stapffer [?]
Peter Evy

Jan

_]ouhe Dales [?]

Jacob Miller

‘Adam Graid [?]

Josef buchwaltter

Hanss nikomer [?]
hanss iogkob haber
Peter Bumgat

[his mark: PB]
Christian Stone

[his mark: CS]
Jacob [torn]
John Lime [his mark: IL]
Hillus [?] scheffer
Aberham [SchJomblorus [?]1!
Hanss Miller
Marthin Christer [?]
Jacob Coll

[his mark: IS]
jorg kindig
heinrich Moselman
Johanes Ferrer

John Wilrick Hover
[his mark: HVH]
Hans Krabiel
Abraham burckolter
hanss iac[ob Glutt
christian [W? torn]tte
Jacob Good
‘hanss beyer
Sam[ue]l Beyer
_[acob gltorn]
his mark]
john Torm] (lote
[his mark: HOJ
henrich huber
Jacob bohm!?
Jacob Mil[torn]

Jacob Aselmann
[his mark]
Andrew [torn]relel 1
[his ma
Jacob 0verh[lornl
[his mark: O]
Just 2] WE2)
hennerich schmitt
Michel schenck
Woolrich Housey [?]
[his mark: Vh] (Houser)
Josef gochn(torn]nur [?]
amuell rd
[his mark: SB]
Christian Brimburg
[his mark: CB)
Rudee Leman
[his mark: RL]
John bumgarner
[his mar]
henrich hiest
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hans stein

Michel miller
henrich ber

Christian breneman
Jannss brubbacher
Hannes Ginrich
Johannes heisy
Petter [?] Yorde
Jacob hiestandt
Michel schenck
Peter Beller

[his mark: B]
Ullrick Kinricke [?]

[his mark: V]

Mathes Steffel
is mark: MS]

Cristian [torn]
[his mark: CH]

Cristian [torn] Beelman [?]
[his mark: CB]

hanss schank

Jacob hostetter

Telix Landtes

hanss lemon

Michel Duner
Hanss Muselman

Jacob Hagmann
Petter marti
Ulrich leib
martin ber

Durst buchwalder
benn lundis [?]
Michel Griffer [?]
John Slevelin

[his mark: HS)
Gristian Beckel

Shan Langenecker
Sharg [?) Shellenbarger
hanss henrich ber [2]
hanss weber

hans gro

christian
Ulli huber
Kasper honig
Herrman Lange
anderes[?] hmclu

henrich grebil
Jacob hohbe [2]1
Ulrich rot [?]

Jacob liecht

Jacob Grei

‘Christian schzuck 2]
henrich me

Michael Slgnsl
hanss jorg schnebeli
Johnes Bachman
Hanss Georg Déllinger
Dafit Langen Ecker
Samuel Meyli
Johannes riel [2]
hanss neukommet
Mardin groff

Hanss greider
Rembard, Jurg's
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Michel Kombel [?] hanss Jacob ber
Niclauss bucher Christian misser
Abraham Strickler Christopher Sours
henrich strickler Daniel Herman
Francis Neff Christian Herman
Frances Neff hans hauser
henerich Neff hennerich hinstman
mardin kindig Emmanuel Zirer [?]16
hanss hess Daniel Eschellman
Jacob hess Henry Nave
[acob meyer [his mark: HN]
Jacob Kindig
anss Nusshold
Jost [2] Steinman henri
Stephzn Teisch [?] Henrich Miller
Notes

1. Pennsyluania Archives, 2 ser., 19:624.

2. Chester County Court of Quarter Sessions, Case Papers, February 1727/28
term, Chester County Archives, West Chester, Pa.

3. James T, Mitchell and Henry Flanders, . Statutes at Large of Pennsyl-
vania /mm mw 1801 (Harrisburg, Pa, 1696-1015), S427-31.

. Lancatr Gty Pesyani Quarter Sesions Abtocts

(1735537 Bk T v, P T80 Sk

5 Minds o the Provical Guncl of Pvnphuonie (Colonil Record) (Phie
delghi, 1859),

5 m transribng the document orginal speling and capializavon have
been preserved, except that “ff" has been rendered as
7. The rabid anti-Roman Catholic text of the m of abjuration must b

wclated in the 1550, during the reg of King Henry VAT, The demand for
abjuration of the “Damnable Doctrine™ that rulers excommunicated by the Pope
d and murdered by their subjects  of the excommu-

nication of Queen Elzabeth I i 1570. Englsh antCatholcsm vas feled by

in France in_the 16805 and led o the
Revohution of 1688, when the Cathoic m.., James I abdicated and was replaced
by his Protestant daughter Mary and her husband, William of Orange, who
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became King Willam I, The revol i Scotland n 1715 in for of junes Edvard
Start, “the Old. Prtendes” the Cathoic son of James I, provided further
justcation for the Pennsvania goverament to roguire the forcigners setling
in the colony 1 promic alegance 10 the Protsant Hanoveran Kings, George
and Geore I, who had succeded the It Start monarch, Queen Anne.

8. Transcription of the names was prepared by Marianne S. Wokeck, Ph. D.,
ofIndiana Universior Purdue Universy at ndianapolis it help rom . Marin
Keen and David J. Rempel Smucker of the Mennonite Historical Society, Amos
Hoover of Muddy Creek Farm Librry, and Robert Henderson.

The trnscrpton for th lete " with an umiaut s rendered as 2 simple

*In distinction

between upper and lower case leters i very ,ugm. when in doubt, letters at the
beginning of a name are transcribed as capitals. In cases of uncertainty in
decipheriog a dgnatue, 8 queslon mark in square backets 1] s sdded o the
pame in quesion. In cases f ears and um
letters are added in sq gible or amimenighe rom
contex, marked| [mm] mments showt i arrangement of the signatures
ol K

A partial i of the Mennonite subscibers appeared, in Barbara L. e
'Mcnnonhc Naturalization,” Mennonite Family History, 8 (no. 3, July 1989):112-13.
Name writen tice in the same handviing. Two Benn Winers ppear

in the tax records of Conestoga Twp., Ct with one identified as junior.”

11. Name written over two lines in original.

12. Signed on the same line as henrich huber.

13. Probably incomplete sgnaure of following signer.

14, Name runs over into next ling

15. Name inverted.

16. Over two lines?




