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Emigrants in Chains. By Peter Wilson Coldham. Genealogical Publish-
ing Co,, Inc., Baltimore, 1992. 187 pp., appendices, bibliography,
cloth. $19.95.

Emigrants from Ieland to America, 1735-1743. By Frances McDonnell.
Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc,, Baltimore, 1992. 134 pp., index,
cloth. $18.50.

When mankind learned th; agricul-
ture, thus enabling some to produce goods in surplus of o needs,
a division soon arose between those who were wealthy and those who
were poor. And the poor we indeed have always had with us, from the
Roman masses who were kept in line with bread and circuses, to me-
dieval serfs, to the slum-dwellers described by Charles Dickens and
Victor Hugo, to those living in modern, big-ity ghettoes. Only in this
century have nations paid any attention to these persons, other than
to control and fiercely chastise them.

In Great Britain in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, the

In their the
resorted to beggary, prostitution, and thievery. Those activities put
them in violation of the draconian laws then in effect for the protec-
tion of property. There were then over 160 capital offenses—hanging

was the penalty for picking a pocket of more than twelve pence, as
well a3 for the much publicized crime of stealing 3 handkerchict
When a need arose for the augmentation of labor in the American
coloniesin the cane fields, as early as 1597, transportation for forced
labor of “petty thieves and sturdy beggars” commenced.

Coldham describes these conditions in detail in his well-docu-
mented book. He devotes a large part of his work to a discussion of
the business methods used in the trafficking in human beings, and of
the efforts to accomplish the purposes of transportation at the least
cost to the government and maximum profit to the contractors.

The transported were literally in chains. For the length of their
sentences (cight years or more) they were literally slaves. They were
shipped to the American mainland and to the Caribbean islands in
the holds of slave ships, sold at auction when they arrived, and put to
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field work with the black slaves who had arrived on other ships. They
were not merely carried across the sea and dumped ashore. Neither
were ily emi as i rvants.”

the chains. Th

choose their destinations.

Enigranis in Chains is a historical study, not a gencalogical aid.
‘There are very few mentioned only in
passing, except for a chapter giving b hesthes of oo dostn
of the convicts. Their stories are told to illustrate the variety of their
backgrounds and experiences.

bers of convicts

in'the ‘Years 16851 79; loczuom nfpnn(lple Assize records; names,
1716

sailing.

101775, and of ships leaving from other ports Tom 167310 1776,
Coldham’s book should be read by everyone who had ancestors in

America before

by that. For “vagabond,” read “poor and homeless” for felon,” read
“petty thief.” ker, read “rebel”
or “non-conformist.” Shame should fall not on thS!y but rather on
those who callously exploited the helpless for profit.

While the Coldham volume does not mention Ireland at all,
Frances McDonnell's Emigrants from Ireland to America, 1735-1743is 2
verbatim transcription of the 1796 report of the Irish House of Com-
mons into enforced emigration to America. There is a brief
introduction to set the scene, but no further original material.

s h

p The
county in which the individual was sentenced is given in each case, as
well as the date of the Assizes. Many times the name of the ship is
provided, and even the sallmg date and destination.

The

this book, even
though it dots cover a pefiod of only nine years, Anyone who docs
Irish research knows how sparse records are for the elghmenlh cen-
tury. This of volumes of
being publlshed each giving a few more pieces of data, a few more
names and dat

Bt b careul. You may find the name you want, but it may not be
the man you want.

Robert Emmet O'Connor
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In Search of Your British & Irish Roots. By Angus Baxter. Genealogical
Publishing Co., Inc., Baltimore, 1991. 304 pp., index, paper.
$14.95.

Veteran genealogistauthor Angus Baxter has done it again with
another substantive ancestor-tracing book (which updates an earlier
volume of the same title). Baxter urges readers to sense the “excite-

ineag as they experience the “thrill

of the chase.”

The book offers a step-by-step plan to construct a family tree begin-
ning with yourself and working backward. Baxter provides a
county-bycounty compendium of pedigree sources for the United
Kingdom and beows i Ireland, the Channel Wdands, and the e of
Man for good measure. He lists expected sources such as bishops’
transcripts and parish registers, but he also notes ship passenger lists
and “Births and Deaths in Aircraft since 1949.”

The author provides practcal tips. He sresses the importance of

by calendar changes sad e aalatons based on unfamiliar “rcgnzl"

repares the enthusiastic seeker of ancestral family

Tacts for possiblé reqstance from relatves who may fear discovery of
less than exemplary behavior by those who lived in days of old.

Angus Baxter flavors an essentially serious subject with humorous

Library: “In the interest of the preservation of the collections, admis-
sion is not granted for the purpose of research into football match
results an i ing for pri

John A. Baird, Jr.

‘The Pension List of 17921795, Compiled by Murtie June Clark. Genea-
logical Publishing Co., Inc., Baltimore, 1991. 216 pp., index.
$21.50.

The Pension List of 1820, reprint with a new index. Genealogical Pub-
lishing Co., Inc., Baltimore, 1991. $40.00.

A Census of Pensioners for Revolutionary or Military Services, 1840. Genea-
logical Publshing Co., Inc, Balimore, 1991 (ori. publ. 1969).
$27.
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Three pension books have recently been published by the Genea-
logical g Co.

In The Pension Listof 1792-1795, Murtie cJune Clark bas wanscribed
the invalid pension claims submitted to Congress by the secretary of
war for 1792-1795. As fires in Waxhingmn 1800 destroped the sar-
liest Revolutionary War pension records, application papers at the
National Archives do not start until 1800, These claims are listed by
states and districts, giving amount of pension, regiment, and place of
residence with “remarks.” There are also other carly revolutionary

indexed,

ful research tool.

The Pension List of 1820, a reprint, but now with an index, reports
the names, rank, and line of men serving nine months or more in the
revolutionary army who had applied for a pension because they were
in “indigent circumstances.” This list of 16,000 soldiers has been in-
dexed for the first time, making it much easier to use.

A Census of Pensioners for Revolutionary or Military Services, 1840 was
first published in 1969. These are the men listed in the 1840 federal
census, 25,000 pensioners still living at that time, The lists are ar-
ranged by states, with a names,
the name of the head of household with whor they resided. Mi
ton paterns may be learned fthe tolder hag been found in carlier

lutionary records. The index makes all the difference in using
s for researeh,

Caroline M. Sparks

What'sina Neme? By Leonard R, N. Asley. Genealogical Publishing

Co,, Inc,, Baltimore, 1989. 257 pp., cloth. $18.

Here is a book which lives up to the publlsher s b]urb on the dust
Jacket: “Open it anywhere and you'll e something sound and capti-
vating.” Leonard Ashley brings a multitudinous answer to the title
question as he gives the reader a fresh appreciation of the onomastic
world, and he does it with humor and aplomb.

‘Ashley, twice president of the American Name Society, a prize-win-
mng author, and a college professor, concentrates upon persons and

es, mentions names of things, and offers a section on names in
lznguzge and literature. He concludes with advice to parents about
naming their babies!

‘The author explores the twentieth century proliferation of per-
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sonal names in an era of searching for originality. He stresses the
importance of surnames (which the Romans began, which first be-
came widely used during the Middle Ages, and which today are often
ignored in contemporary speech). He notes that one-half of all
Americans their names and that some change them. Betty
Peske became Lauren Bacall, and Nathan Birnbaum became George
Burns.

Name sources receive deserved attention. Of the three million
place names on U.S. maps, many come from the Bible (Providence),
the cassics (Ivoy), and the Indians (Chicopee). ‘Main"isthe fzvnmc

‘This part of the book timely
sxgmﬁcance as the world watches “Soviet" give way to “Russian” i
‘Leningrad” reverts to “St. Petersburg.”

John A. Baird, Jr.

The Sulana Tiagedy. By Jerry O. Potter Plican Publshing Co, Gretns,

La,, 1992. 312 pp., index, illus., hard cover. $19.

‘This is a book about a little-known and under Nporud disaster
ihich climed more than 1800 ives i whatthe author cals “Amer-
ica's greatest maritime catastroph

‘The sinking of the Mississippi verboat Sulana oceurred on 27
April 1865 and made local news in nearby Memphis, Tennessee, but
was largely obscured on the national scene by the tumultuous events
of Robert E. Lee's surrender and the assassination of Abraham Lin-
coln, both of which took place that month.

ost Uni
soldiers going home aftr release o e oo Andersomie
and Cahaba Gonfederate prison camps. The author,a Louisana law-
yerwhospentten the
e ion s s mesdinbiat dmgma to carry but one-sixth
of the actual human cargo crammed aboard for the fatal voyage.

fire, and the sinking of the craftin the cold, swift waters of the muddy

Mississippi. He personalizes traumatic events with words from both
survivors and witnesses of the dreadful spectacle.

More than a third of the book deals with the Washburn Commis-

sion invesigaion which folloved. Loeal Union offcers, bigher

elengthy

probe, ich produced cvdence of ‘grecd, indiffevence, gross sy
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pidity and criminal misconduct.”
The culpable individuals, however, were eventually cleared of all
wrongdoing,

ip's passenger interest.
In addition to some G
mately 2300 Union soldiers on the ill-fated boat. The text concludes
with an alphabetical list from “Christian W. Abbaduska” to
A. Zoler,” which includes each man's rank, company, regiment, and
state.

The Sultana Tragedy impressively recalls this footnote of American
history through a highlyreadable, profusely-illustrated account well
worth the reader's attention.

John A. Baird, Jr.

Books in Brief

Reviewed by Mary Fallon Richards (MFR),
Antoinette J. Segraves (AJS),
John C. Richards (JCR)
Aubrey H. Baldwin, IIT (AH'B),
and John A. Baird, Jr. (JAB)

Irish Pedigrees. 5th ed. By John O'Hart. Genealogical Publishing Co.,
Inc, Baltimore, 1060 forig. publ. 1892). 2 vols., 928 and 971 pp.,
cloth, index. $125.00 per set, plus $3.50 shlppmg

Ah sure, it may seem to some a mere compendium of cold facts,
but to the greatgranddaughter of an immigrant of the famine years,
it has the ring of poetry! To find a “country” named with my name,
to read of an ancient ancestor (presumed) “driven” across the Shan-
non from his kingdom—what matter that it was but a small bit of
turf- these, long-gone. i

A marvelous, extensive compendium of information about the
Irsh iy of al ages, somewhat marred by the Irish habi o lsting
long lines (asin the Bible) without a sign of a date, this work
able to the researcher. As this edition makes a grand Irish by
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available to more people, its republication is a real service o the
the poetry,

facts, for in the Irish they are inseparable.
MFR

Delaware Bible Records, Vol. 1. By Donald O. Virdin. Heritage Books,
Inc., Bowie, Md., 1991. 1771 pp., index. $15.00.

‘This is undoubtedly an extremely useful compilation of Delaware
information, as have been the original 13 volumes of Bible records,
prepared by devoted Delaware DAR members, housed at the Dela-
ware State Archives, and mentioned in the author’s brief note and
dedication.

A puzzlement arises from the designation of this book as volume
one, while calling it “selections” from the original DAR compilation.
This volume does not appear to correspond completely to volume
one of the original set. At least, many of the names from the index to
the original volume are missing from the index to this one. What Mr.
Virdin intends as th of clear.

It seems to this reviewer that a more complete delineation of the
source and of its relationship to this work, with evidence of the cour-
tesy of a request to copy, would have been more helpful to the reader
and more in keeping with the good-fellowship of the genealogical
community.

MFR

The Reconstructed 1790 Census of Georgia: Substitutes for Georgia’s Lost
1790 Census. Compiled by Marie De Lamar and Elisabeth Roth-
stein. Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., Baltimore, 1989. 235 pp.,
index, cloth. $20.00.

Georgia is one of several states for which a 1790 census was taken
but is now missing. The compilers of this volume have used court
records, voters' lists, wills, deeds, tax lists, newspapers, and similar
records of roughly the 1790 period to reconstruct the missing 1790
census. Originally pubhshed in 1976 without an index, this new edi-
tion has a full name index.

A
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Lists of Inhabitants of Colonial New York,  from 0 tary
History of the State of New York (1849-51). By Edmund Bailey O'Cal-
laghan, with an index by Rosanne Gonway. Genealogical
Publishing Co, Inc. Baltimore, 1979, 1989, 351 pp., index, cloth.
$20.00 plus $2.50 shipping.

This book contains census records,tax ate s, lss of early set
ters, rolls of militia, and so forth from the O‘Callaghan work ched
above, puhhshcd originally without an index. ovided
here is designed to overcome the onfasion caused by different spell-
ings of the Dutch and German names.

‘The area covered ranges from Albany to New York City and Long
Island. The lists are that and very little more, but they do indicate the

i s Rl A fonial period

JCR

AMe
1731 lm.n C. Z. Weiser, D.D. Heritage Books, Inc., Bamle, Md,
1 (orig. pabl. 188). 173 pp., new index, paper. $15.50 phus

ss 00 shipping.
o Uponthe 1500,
Swamp Reformed Church in 1881, PastorG. Z. Weisr publihed his
in-depth look at the history of the pastoral charge. Since 1731,
Goschenhoppen, one of the oldest Reformed Chrchesin the United
States, served communicants in the northwestern end of present
Montgomery County, including the borough of East Greenville and
the villages of Green Lane, Sumneytown, Red Hill, and Pennsburg.
The church registers, baptismal records, tombstones, and obituary
records were much used by genealogists. This reprint of Weiser's
work, with ‘historic

interest.

AHB

Ouwner Unknown: Your Guide to Real Estate Treasure Hunting. By J. D.
Segel. Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., Baltimore, 1991. 122 pp.,
illus,, index, cloth. $17.95.

Jay Segel's concise but comprehensive book tells the reader how to
locate and the United
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States. Not, in the author’s words, a “getrich-quick manual,” Owner
nkmmm does explain a potentially remunerative aspect of ancestor

Segel who has been personally successful in this regard, presents
a deailed, tep-bysip acion plan replete wth such minutia as sug:
cifics. He al possible perils of
lhe quest and offers practical ideas for surmounting them.
Twelve appendices augment the text with additional helps which
E e book's coprit, whi 1

claim-laying aspirant and the armchair aficionado as well.
JAB

The German Regiment Of Maryland and Pennsyluania in the Continental
Army. By Henry . Rewzer. Family Line Publ.canonx, Westminster,
M., 1991. vii plus 152 pp., index. $13.

‘This book details the history of the lm.h: known German Regiment
of Maryland and Pennsylvania throughout the Revolutionary War.
The members of this regiment were recruited from those born in
Germany and their children, Mostof the members were recruited in
greater in Baltis Frederick counties, Mary-

‘The book gives a complete and zbmrbmg history of the regiment
softhe

and men who served.
This is a carefully prepared book, well referenced, and of interest
to those of German descent and to Revolutionary War buffs alike.

JCR

Abstracts of the Inventorie of the Prerogative Court of Maryland, 1766-1769
[152 pp., $12.00]; 1763-1766 [154 pp., $12.001; 1760-1763 [150
PP, S13.00]; 1755-1760 (144 pp. S13.00], 1731-1756 (155 pp.

$12.00); 1748-1751 (149 pp., $12.00]; 1744-1748 136 pp..

.00]; 1726-1729 144 pp.,
$12.00]; 1724-1727 (124 pp., $11.00]; 1720-1724 (127 pp.,
$11.00]; 1718-1720 (128 pp., $11.00). Abstracted by V. L. Skinner,
Jr. Family Line Publications, Westminster, Md., 1089-1991.
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Earlier volumes of this valuable series, which serves as a guide to
the original records were reviewed in Volume XXXVI (1989), p. 66,
of this journal.

AJS

Local Sketches and Legends pertaining to Bucks and Monigomery Counties,
Pennsylvania. By William . Buck. Heritage Books, Inc., Bowie, Md.
1991 (orig. publ. 1887). 340 pp., index, paper. $23.00, plus $3.00
shipping.

Here is the ideal book for bedtime reading or for that gift to a
hospitalized friend. It has little of history and next to nothing on
genealogy, though its author, William . Buck, a member of the His-
torical Society of Pennsylvania, was known for his many historical
writings. It s, however, a lively collection of articles begun in 1861

“illustrative of olden-time customs” and “designed to show . . . the
bright side of human life.” Despite the limited locale, Buck's descrip-
tions of old-time weddings, corn-huskings, butcherings, woodland
jaunts, dark hollows, ghost-haunted houses, litle school houses, and
exploring nature’s beauties and secrets can entertain any reader.

AHB

In Search of Your Canadian Roots: Tracing Your Family Treein Canada. By
Angus Baxter. Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., Baltimore, 1989.
350 pp., index, $14.95 U.S./$16.95 Can.

I the fact that the reviewer is so caught up in using the book that
itis hard to take time out for the review is any indication, thisis surely
a good source of information about research in Canada. How we
would have benefitted from checking in it before our one effort to
find information in person! But all i not lost; we'll just get to work
on the new thing: learn from
book.

Angus Baxter is not a newcomer to the field. His previous works
include In Search of Your European Rootsand In Search of Your Brtish and

rish Roots. This latest offering seems a solid and useful work. From an
early chapter of historical background on the many kinds of groups
4 v b i
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a final chapter on writing a family history, offering much to anyone
with Canadian ancestry.
MFR

Land Records of Sussex County, Delaware, 1792-1789, Deed Book N, No.
13 By Elaine Hastings Mason and F. Edward Wright. Family Line
Publications, Westminster, Md., 1990. 121 pp., index. $12.00 plus
sl 50 shipping.

i aboutland
n:cords of Sussex Coumy in its earliest dzys, asa result of the dispute
between Lord Baltimore and William Penn over the boundaries of
Maryland and Delaware. It s very interesting discussion, to which I
would ke to add the story of “Durham County, Maryland,” under
which name 19,000 acres of land were sold to 45 persons between
1669 and 1685. Although the record was found in a Cecil County
“Debt Book,” the lands described went far south into present Dela-
vare. (See Maryland Historical Magaziné, 25:157-167, and a con-

on n the Delaware
Gonel ogical Society, ]auma!. 3[no 417375) ‘Mention is made only be-
cause me record is o obscus

such as mi:, and will be gnleful for the efforts of its cnmpilels.
MFR

Revolutionary Patriots of Cecil County, Maryland. By Henry C. Peden, Jr.
Family Line Publications, Westminster, Md., 1991. v plus 146 pp.,
index. $13.00.

A small book, limited in scope, this volume is nonetheless a prize
for the descendants of Cecil County's Revolutionary War soldiers.

For each patriot, at least one source of information as to service is
given. For many, additional dates, spouse, and details of service also
appear. For the most fortunate, such extras as occupation, children,
and other useful tidbits are found.

MFR



