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T HAS BEEN KNOWN that Robert Heaton, who settled in

Middletown Township, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, in 1682, had
come to Penn’s colony from Yorkshire, England, but until recently a
more specific location for his English home remained conjectural.
Research in English records has now yielded both Heaton’s family
home, at Whartfe, in the parish of Clapham, in the West Riding of
Yorkshire, and the date of his baptism. Additionally, Heaton’s father
and siblings have been identified, and the time of the family’s
conversion to Quakerism has been more accurately pinpointed.

In June 1682, Robert “Eaton” shipped “1 pack qty. 350 ells
English linen” aboard the Lamb of Liverpool, which arrived in
Philadelphia on or about 22 October 1682. This Robert is believed
to have been Robert Heaton, who, with his wife Alice, was issued a
certificate of removal from the Settle Monthly Meeting of Friends in
Yorkshire on 7th of 4th month [June] 1682, three weeks before the
loading of the linen on the Lamb.! All that has been known about
Robert Heaton and his family up to this time was presented in
George E. McCracken’s The Welcome Claimants: Proved, Disproved
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found in Neil D. Thompson and Robert Charles Anderson, eds., A Tribute to John Insley
Coddington (Association for the Promotion of Scholarship in Genealogy, Ltd., 1980). The
author wishes to thank Roger D. Joslyn, C.G., F.A.S.G., for his assistance in preparing this
article for publication.
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and Doubtful.* As shown in that work, the births of five children of
Robert and Alice Heaton were recorded by the Settle Monthly
Meeting, and it was assumed Robert was born about 1635-1645 in
Yorkshire, “very probably at Settle in the parish of Giggleswick,”
where Heatons were recorded as early as 1560.> Unfortunately, a
search of the extracted baptisms and marriages from the registers of
Giggleswick and nearby parishes included in the 1988 edition of the
International Genealogical Index yielded no information about the
immigrant Heatons.

At the suggestion of genealogist Brian Loomes, F.S.G., of Harro-
gate, Yorkshire,* the published parish registers of Clapham, which
adjoins Giggleswick on the northwest, were examined. Here was
found the baptism of Grace, daughter of Robert Heaton, Jr., of
Wharfe, on 5 April 1667.° The birth of Grace, daughter of Robert
and Alice Heaton, on 14th of 1st month 1667 [14 March 1666 /7],
was also recorded by Settle Monthly Meeting.® Taken together, these
two records clearly establish the family of Robert Heaton of Wharfe
as that of the early settler of Bucks County. Thus, the home of the
immigrant family has been discovered. Additionally, the comparison
of the Clapham baptismal records with the Settle Quaker records
shows that the Heatons joined the Society of Friends sometime
between Grace’s baptism in April 1667 and the birth, on 3 6th
month 1671, of her brother Robert, for whom no baptism has been
found. The baptism of Robert' Heaton the immigrant, on 25 March
1642, was also discovered in the Clapham registers.® The record of
that event provided the name of his father, also Robert Heaton, and
led to the identification of his siblings.

The surname Heaton appears quite frequently in various parts of
England, perhaps most commonly in Yorkshire and in the adjoining
county of Lancaster. Bartholomew’s Peoples’ Atlas of the Counties of
England, 1875 edition, shows ten places with the principal name of
Heaton: Heaton in northern Lancashire, Heaton in northern Staft-
ordshire, Heaton and Heaton Lodge in southwestern Yorkshire,
Heaton House in northwestern Yorkshire, Heaton Moor and Villa
and Heaton Norris in southeastern Lancashire, North Heaton in
northern Northumberiand, Old Heaton in Northumberland, and
Heaton Station in southern Northumberland. Most, if not all,
English surnames which have the ending “-ton”’ (from the Anglo-
Saxon fun, meaning ‘‘town’”’), such as, for example, Heaton and
Coddington, are derived from place-names.” It is quite likely, there-
fore, that the Heaton family of the parish of Clapham in the West
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Riding of Yorkshire obtained its surname from one or another of
the places named Heaton cited above, most probably either Heaton
LL.odge or the plain Heaton, both situated in southwestern Yorkshire
near the town of Bradford. Although Bradford is about 35 miles
southeast of Clapham and 30 miles southeast of Settle, it was the
closest and most accessible market town in the remote moorland
area in which both Clapham and Settle are located. Wharfe, where
the Heatons lived, 1s actually closer to the parish church of Clapham
than to Settle, where the Friends meeting was held. Anyone inter-
ested in the Heatons or other tamilies from the Clapham and Settle
area can gain some idea of the conditions that molded these
seventeenth-century immigrants from the novels of the Bronté
sisters, especially Wuthering Heights, which contains a vivid descrip-
tion of the rough and wild moorland regions of Yorkshire’s West
Riding before the Industrial Revolution brought some modern
amenities.

1. Robert* Heaton, although his baptism does not appear in the
registers of Clapham, may quite possibly have been born at Wharfe
and baptized at Clapham shortly betfore 1595, when the existing
registers commence.'® He was a yeoman and married (1) (not
recorded at Clapham) about 1614, Anne , to whose maiden
surname there is at present no clue. Anne, wife of Robert Heaton of
Wharfe, was buried at Clapham 18 March 1626 /7.!' Robert married
(2) probably in the fall of 1627, but not recorded at Clapham,
Elizabeth ____ | to whose maiden surname there is also lack of a
clue. Elizabeth, wite of Robert Heaton of Wharte, was buried at
Clapham 5 July 1632."* Robert Heaton of Wharfe married (3)
probably between 1633 and 1638, perhaps closer to 1638,
, for whom we have no clue at all to her maiden surname,
her given name, or her former husband’s name if she were a widow.
There are no burial records at Clapham for either Robert or his
third wife. They may have become Quakers before their deaths,
although their deaths do not appear in the Settle Monthly Meeting
records. Robert Heaton was probably still living in April 1667 when
his son Robert was styled “‘junior.”"®

Children, recorded at Clapham, by first wife, Anne:

L Margaret, bp. 16 April 1615; bur. at Clapham 18 Sept.
1622.™
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1. Elizabeth, bp. 30 Nov. 1621; bur. at Clapham Sept.
1651, spinster."

Child by either first wife, Anne, or second wife, Elizabeth:

iii.  John, bp. not recorded; bur. at Clapham 12 Dec.
1629.'°

Children by second wife, Elizabeth:
iv.  Richard, bp. 21 Sept. 1628.""

V. John, bp. 9 Jan. 1630/1; bur. at Clapham 6 June
1633.'°

vi.  Isabella, bp. not recorded; bur. at Clapham 22 Oct.
1634."

Children by third wife, name unknown:
vii. Thomas, bp. 31 July 1639.%
2. viii. Robert', bp. 25 March 1642.*
ix. John, bp. 13 April 1645.%*

X. Alice [twin], bp. 2 Aug. 1649; bur. at Clapham Nov.
1649.%°

xi.  Agnes [twin], bp. 2 Aug. 1649.*
xii. James, bp. 27 June 1652.%

xill.  Ellen, b. ca. 1655, bp. not as an infant 9 July 1663. She
had a son by Thomas Clapham named John Clapham,
bp. at Clapham 22 Aug. 1675, and she m. at Clapham
29 April 1676, Simon Tunstall.*®

2. Robert' Heaton (Robert*) was born at Wharfe in the parish of
Clapham about March 1641/2 and baptized at Clapham 25 March
1642.* Probably in 1666 he maried Alice , perhaps in a
Church of England near Clapham, quite possibly at Giggleswick.

As indicated above, the family joined the Society of Friends about
1667-1670; as a member of the Settle meeting, Robert Heaton was
fined in 1670 and 1671.® In the summer of 1682 the Heatons
immigrated to Pennsylvania on the Lamb from Liverpool.”” They
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settled on Neshaminy Creek in Middletown Township, Bucks
County, becoming members of Middletown Monthly Meeting of
Friends; in 1683 the monthly meeting was held in their home.? It
has been claimed, probably erroneously, that about 1683 Robert
butlt the first mill in Bucks County3 . he did, however, represent the
county in the provincial assembly in 1698, 1700, and 1701.%% At
various times he bought almost 4000 acres of land, as evidenced by
the several deeds he recorded in Bucks and Philadelphia counties.*

Robert Heaton of Middletown Township, yeoman, died between
16 April 1716 and 16 July 1717, the dates of his will and its
probate.”® Alice ( ) Heaton was buried in Middletown
Friends Graveyard 7 of 2d mo. [April] 1717.%

Children, born at Wharfe in the parish of Clapham, Yorkshire:

1. Grace?, b. 14 1st mo., 1667 [14 March 1666 /7], birth
entered in Friends records,” evidently after the family
became Quaker and after Grace had been baptized at
Clapham 5 April 1667%’; bur. probably at Middletown
Twp. 8 8th mo. [Oct.] 1708; m. at Middletown Mtg. 27
7th mo. [Sept.] 1688, Thomas Stackhouse of Neshami-
ny, b. Yorkshire, Eng., ca. 1661, d. probably at Mid-
dletown Twp. 26 4th mo. [June] 1744, son of John
Stackhouse, and a member of the Pennsylvania provin-
cial assembly in 1711, 1713, 1715, and 1716; 9 chil-
dren, surname Stackhouse: Samuel, John, Robert,
Henry, Isaac, Alice, Thomas, Joseph, and Benjamin.
Thomas [Sr.] m. (2) at Middletown Twp. 1 1st mo.
[March] 1711/2, Ann, widow of Edward Mayes, by
whom Thomas had five more children, and (3) 8 3d
mo. [May] 1725, Dorothy, widow of Zebulon Heston,
who survived him.>®

1. Robert?, Jr., b. 3 6th mo. [Aug.] 1671, probably after
the family had become Quaker, as he was not baptized
at Clapham; d. in Northampton Twp., Bucks Co.,
between 20 March and 23 July 1743, the dates of the
codicil to his will and its probate*’; a member of the
provincial assembly from Bucks Co. in 1709 and
1710.*! Robert m. (1) at Middletown Mtg. 8 3d mo.
[May] 1700, Grace Pearson of Philadelphia,** b. at
Keighley, Yorkshire, Eng., 31 3d mo. [May] 1680,* d.
in Middletown Twp. 30 9th mo. [Nov.] 1719, daughter
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of Thomas and Grace (Veepon) Pearson; 8 children:
Sarah, Grace, Elizabeth, Alice, Robert, Mary, Thomas,
and Isaac; m. (2) 3 9th mo. [Nov.] 1720, Susanna
(Griffith) Carter,** who d. in Northampton Twp.,
Bucks Co., 30 12th mo. 1770, daughter of John
Griffith of Woodbridge, N.]., and Bucks Co., Pa.,*®
widow of James Carter (by whom she had children),
and sister of Ann who m. Robert’s brother James
Heaton; 3 children: Robert, Alice, and Anne.*’

James®, b. 25 12th mo. [Feb.] 1674/5%*; living in

Middletown Twp., Bucks Co., 2 Nov. 1709, when
deeded land there by his father®’; m. out of meeting
before 7 5th mo. [July] 1696, Ann Griffith,” daughter
of John of Woodbridge, N.]., and Bucks Co., Pa.,>!
and sister of Susanna who m. James’s brother Robert
Heaton. In 1695 James was fined for having an

illegitimate child by Mary Scaife, daughter of Jonathan
Scaife.”

Agnes®, b. 12 9th mo. [Nov.] 1677%; d. at Moreland
Twp., Philadelphia Co., Pa., 30 10th mo. [Dec.] 1743;
m. at Middletown Mtg. 17 8th mo. [Oct.} 1695, Henry
Comly of Byberry, Pa., b. at Bedminster, Somerset-
shire, Eng., ca. 1673-74, d. at Moreland Twp. 16 1st
mo. [March] 1726/7, son of Henry and Joan (Tyler)
Comly of Bedminster and Middletown Twp., Bucks
Co., Pa.; 11 children, surname Comly: Alice, Mary,
Henry, Robert, John, Joseph, Walter, Agnes, James,
Isaac, and Grace.”*

Ephraim?, b. 17 6th mo. [Aug.] 1679°; living Upper
Dublin Twp., Philadelphia Co., Pa., 1743; m. in Bucks
Co. 13 11th mo. [Jan.] 1703[/4?], Sarah Parker,

daughter of Humphrey Parker of Dublin Twp., Phila-
delphia Co.>
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