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KEENEY FAMILY RECORD 

CUMBERLAND AND PHILADELPHIA COUNTIES 

contributed by Aaron Goodwin*  

 photostat of this handwritten record is in the Bible Record Collec-

tion of the Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania. The provenance of 

the Bible1 is described in a 24 February 1928 letter from Philadelphia. 

History of the Keeney Bible—The enclosed records are a photostatic copy of 

the records in the Bible belonging to my Grandfather, Abel Keeney and his 

wife Delilah Hogner (a corruption of the original name Van Hagner—who 

came from Holland). My Grandfather made the early entries in it. The Bible 

was given to my Father—Caleb Reynolds Keeney when his Father moved to 

Philadelphia from Carlisle, Pennsylvania—where all the children were born. 

Why he gave it to my Father instead of one of the older sons, I do not know—

but all through my life it rested on a table in Father’s home—Caleb Reynolds 

Keeney’s at 1601 Arch St., Phila. He filled in the marriages of his Brothers, 

they having mostly scattered through the West. On the death of my Father it 

passed into the possession of my brother, William Reynolds Keeney—318 E. 

Lancaster Pike–St. Davids, who completed the records, and in whose 

possession it now is. 

  (Mrs. George L.) Mary E. K. Mitchell 

  5990 Woodbine Ave 

  Overbrook 

On the outside of the Bible is a silver plate inscribed  

Abel Keeney 

1820 

Births 
Abel Keeney Son of John Keeney Was Born January the 27, 1792. 
Delilah Mass Hogner Was Born June the 20, 1794. 
Abel Keeney and Delilah Hogner entered into the holy State of Matrimony 

August the 6, 1815. 
John Hogner Keeney was born June the 23 in the year 1816 on Sunday. 
Rebecca Susanah Keeney was born May the 11, 1817 on Monday Morning  

11 o’c. 
Priscilla Elizabeth Keeney was born June 13, 1819 on Sunday at 12 in day. 
Fielding Hogner Keeney was born Oct 19, 1821 at 2 oclock at night. 
Otilla Keeney was Born December the 25, 1823, at quater [sic; quarter] after 

3. 

                                                             
* The contributor is former editor of the Pennsylvania Genealogical Magazine.  
1 Rev. John Brown, The Self Interpreting Bible with an Evangelical Commentary by 

the Late Rev’d John Brown, Minister of the Gospel at Haddington (London: H. Evans, 
1812). 
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Caleb Renolds Keeney was Born Nov 12, 1825 Saturday at 4 Oclock. 
Jehoshaphat Keeney was born May 28 1827 at half past 1. 
Abel Keeney was born April 9 1829 at 1 oclock. 
Thomas Sargent Keeney was born January 1 1831 on Saturday at 1 ocl. 
Theodore Myers Keeney was born April the 12 Saturday at 4 Oclock in 

afternoon 1833. 

Marriages 
Priscilla E. Keeney and William Gibson was Married September 17 1839 by 

Thomas Thornton. [in pencil:] Sarah & Delilah 
Rebecca S. Keeney and Robert A. Griffith was married March the 12 1842 by 

John Uhlrick. 
Otilla Keeney was Married to William Simonton May 1th 1851. [in pencil:] 

Laura. 
John H. Keeney was married to Caroline Cowden2 Decr 4th 1851. 
Fielding H. Keeney was married to Rebecca Woods July 3rd 1845. 2nd Mary 

Woods. 
Caleb R. Keeney was married to Mary P. Allen Decr 18th 1855. 
Jehoshaphat Keeney was married to Caroline Shomberger. No children. 
Thomas S. Keeney was married to Eliza [blank] Novr 17th 1857. 
Theo M. Keeney was married to Elizabeth Lewis Feb’ry 17th 1862. 

Children 
John H. and Caroline Keeney had two Sons, Caleb, who died in infancy, and 

Frank, who married twice but left no children. 
Priscilla E. and William Gibson had two children, Sarah and Delilah. 
Fielding H. and Rebecca W. Keeney had five children. 
   Ebenezer Woods, Born June 1846 D. Dec 3rd 1918. 
   Married Ella Pillars, of Bellevue, Ky. 
   Married Sarah Jones, (Sarah Manwood) 
   Children of Ebenezer and Ella 
    Palmer Gunkle m. Sutter Babcock. 
     children: Carlysle and Clark 
    Fielding Raymond m. Starlight, El Paso, Texas (Indian 
    Princess). 
    Chester Levi m. Kate Zigler of Cincinnati. 
   Ella m. Lyman S. Shoemaker, Columbus, O., 1876. 
   Ella m. Thomas Randolph, Olean, N.Y. 
   Children of Ella 
    Mamie m. [blank] Mosier, Cleveland. 
    Cora m. [blank] Cerns, Smith Port [Smethport], Pa. 
   Cora Died June 14, 1914. m. James J. Metcalfe, Newport, Ky. 
   Children Cora and James 
    Fielding 
    Earle married twice 
    Alice m. William Lane, Florence, [North?; damaged] 

                                                             
2 See John Keeney-Caroline Babbott marriage, 4 December 1851, in Marriages sol-

emnized by the Rev. John L. Grant; Eleventh Presbyterian Church, Vine below 13th 
Street, Jan. 1, 1845–Dec. 4, 1851; Swedesboro, New Jersey, Dec. 9, 1852–Mar. 11, 1858; 
Easton, Pa., Sept. 1, 1858–Dec. 25, 1872; image online in Pennsylvania and New Jersey, 
Church and Town Records, 1708–1985, at Ancestry.com. 
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   Fielding Born Dec. 6th 1863, Newport, Ky. 
   m. Katharine Weber 1885 
   children Fielding & Katharine 
    Mabel Born Sep. 16 1896 
    m. Robert Simple 1916 
   Mamie m. Frank L. Cleveland, Youngstown, O., 1884. 
Otilla and William Simonton had two children 
   Otilla killed in accident when a child 
   Laura m. Dr. Lane of California 
   Children of Laura & Dr. Lane 
    Otilla 
Caleb Reynolds married Mary Pancoast Allen 
Children of Caleb and Mary 
   Laura Allen Born Oct 3rd 1856 
   m. Thomas W. Harris 
   Children of Laura & Thomas 
    Mary Keeney, Born 1887 
    m. Henry Ferris 
     children Alexander 
     Laurance 
    Thomas W. Harris Jr. 
    m. Dorothy Taylor 
     children Henry M. 
   William Reynolds Born Dec 15th 1858 
   m. Mary A. Jones 1886. 
   Children of William and Mary 
    Susan Dorothea, Born May 11th 1887 
    Virginia Drysdale, Born Feb. 13th 1890 
   Mary Ella Born May 13th 1861 
   m. George L. Mitchell 1886. 
   Children of Mary and George 
    J. Howard Mitchell B. May 13th 1888 
    m. Janet Rice 
    G. Justice Mitchell B. Dec 1st 1889 
    m. Lydia Green 
     children Sarah 
    William A. K. Mitchell B. Dec 16th 1893 
    Carrol Thompson Mitchell Apl. 26th 1899 
Thomas and Eliza Keeney had one daughter Maggie who married twice. 
Theodore and Elizabeth had three children 
   Theodore Died when young man 
   Mary m. James Clarke 
   children of Mary and James 
    Theo. m. [blank] 
    James 
   William Died in infancy 


