
The WPA Index of Naturalizations:
Additions and Corrections

Jefferson M. Moak*

TO A GENEALOGIST in Philadelphia, one of the most valuable
tools in research is the WPA Index of Naturalizations (formally

known as the Index to Records of Aliens* Declarations of Intention and/or
Oaths of Allegiance) compiled during the late 1930s under the
sponsorship of the Pennsylvania Historical Commission. Countless
genealogists throughout the country,amateurand professional, have
consulted this index, republished in 1982 as Philadelphia Naturaliza¬
tion Records (ed. P. William Filby).The Philadelphia City Archives has
received over 4,000 requests for naturalizations since the beginning
of 1989. Most of these letters cite the WPA Index, Philadelphia
Naturalization Records, or Mr. Filby’s other comprehensive works
on passenger and immigration lists, as the source of their requests.

However,asrelated inanearlierarticleabout this index (“TheWPA
Index of Naturalizations: An Explanation,** PGM 36, no. 2 [1989]:
109-116), one has to tread lightly in taking the listings of the WPA at
face value. To begin with, this project indexed no less than ten courts

*Editor's Note: Jefferson M. Moak is an archivist with the Philadelphia City Archives.
Actively interested m many phases of Philadelphia history, he has written or compiled Phila¬
delphia Mapmakers (1976), Aliases of Pennsylvania: A Preliminary Checklist of
County, City and Subject Atlases of Pennsylvania (1976), Bibliography of Delaware
and NewJersey Maps and Atlases (1987), successful National Register nominations for
Chestnut Rill (1985), Germantown Avenue in Mount Airy (1986), and the Philadelphia
Public School Buildings (1986-1988), Street Names of Chestnut Hill (1986), and Cen¬
tennial Register, Pennsylvania Society, Sons of the Revolution (associate editor, 1990).
He has worked extensively with thenaturalization records at the City Archives, havingembarked
upon severed separate indexing projects. One of these projects has appeared in print as Phila¬
delphia (County) DistrictCourt, DeclarationsofIntention, 1818—1875, Index (1994).
He was elected in 1994 to a threeyear term as a Director of die Genealogical Society of Pennsyl¬
vania and also serves on the GSP publications committee.
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butcombined them intofive repositories.Asarecap, the initialsfound
in the WPA and the courts that they cover are:

Initials Courts Covered
C.G U.S. Circuit Court

Location of Records
National Archives-ÿ-

Mid-Atlantic Region
National Archive

Mid-Atlantic Region
Pennsylvania State Archives
Philadelphia City Archives
Philadelphia City Archives
Philadelphia City Archives
Philadelphia City Archives
Philadelphia City Archives
Philadelphia City Archives
Philadelphia City Archives

D.C. U.S. District Court

Pennsylvania Supreme Court
Philadelphia Common Pleas Court
Philadelphia District Court
Philadelphia Quarter Sessions Court
Philadelphia Criminal Sessions Court
Philadelphia General Sessions Court
Philadelphia Mayor's Court
Philadelphia Recorder's Court

Of course, problems exist in the court citations, especially regarding
the confusion between the U.S, District Court and the Philadelphia
District Court in the 1860s when the indexers inadvertendy cited the
Philadelphia court recordsasfederal records.A more comprehensive
explanation of the problems inherent with the WPA index can be
found in the 1989 article.

Despite the diligent care that went into the original index, mistakes
did happen. The following list details the errors uncovered by the
archivists at the Philadelphia City Archives between 1991 and 1994,
usually through requests made to the staff during the normal course
of business. Most of these involve improperdates or improper citation
of the court Two requests made within a short period of time in 1993
uncovered the misidentification of a numberof namesbeginningwith
the letter aR” as Quarter Sessions or Common Pleas court records
rather than the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania. A comparison
between the index to the Supreme Court papers, the WPA index,
and the papers of the Quarter Sessions and Common Pleas courts
uncovered the errors listed below.

In all casescited below, the use of the letters “D.C.” on the corrected
entry will signify the Philadelphia County District Court, not the
UnitedStates DistrictCourt, Eastern Districtof Pennsylvania.Alldates
are listed by month-day-year (e.g.10-13-1851).

S.G
GP.

Q.S.



Changes to existing entries in the WPA Index:

Court Date RemarksCountryPage— 7 fl i.
Name

10-13-1851CP. delete entry

declaration date is10-2-1846 not 1853

B-122 Germany

Germany

Germany

Germany

England

Great Britain 8c Ireland

Biehl, Michael

B-153 Blum, Herman

10-2-1846Q.S. same person as above — delete entryBlum, HermanB-154

IQ.S. 10-15-1853 correctdate is 10-11-1853B-154 Blum,John
B-329 Burt, H.Joseph

C-58 Carr,Jerry

C-70

tQ-S. 6-30-1865 delete entry

correct court is D.C. (Philadelphia County)

delete entry, correct name isJames Caney
(see entryunderJames Curry below)

correctdate is10-8-1853

9-20-1860QS. ©

£IQ.S.Great Britain & Ireland 9-28-1849Carry,James

10-8-1852Great Britain 8c Ireland CP.C-92 Caven, William

9-28-1849
10-2-1851

Great Britain 8c Ireland correct court is QS.;
correct name isJamesCaney (add top.37)

delete entire entry— duplicate of
entry above with incorrect petition date

delete entry

C-295 Curry,James ••
CP.

Great Britain 8c Ireland 9-28-1849
10-2-1852

C-295 Curry,James
CP.

9-29-1855D-78 Great Britain 8c Ireland CP.
(note: Leave Deviney,John, (minor) forsame date.)

Cans,Joseph

Deviney,John

correct declaration date to 1-14-1850
10-5-1854

10-14-1850CP.G-34 Germany
CP.

oo



00RemarksCourtPage Country DateName oo
1-4-1858 correct name is William Carland

delete entry and add to p.049)

10-10-1859 correct name isJohn T. Newett
(delete entry and add to p. N-28)

Garland, Wiliam CP.040

H-195 Hewitt (Hewett),
John T.

Hopkins, Thomas

Great Britain & Ireland CLP.

9-21-1835
9-24-1740

South Wales Q.S.H-266
GP.

should be:
Thomas, Hopkins

39-21-1835
9-24-1840

South Wales Q.S.T-28 IGP. S*
Also: delete Hopkin Thomas (p.T-28), Q.S. 9-21-1835 aa

5*correct date is 4-4-1832Q.S. 4-4-1833H-283 Huber,Joseph

K-190 Kohn, A. H.

Germany

4-6-1796 delete entry. Papers not found in federal,
state, and city archives. Entry probably refers
to August Henry Kohn on same page.

correct date is 2-16-1855

GP.Austria

Q.S. 2-16-1875Levins, Henry

Levy, Herman

Great Britain & IrelandL-S4

I10-24-1873
10-1-1880

declaration made in Superior Court,
New York City, New York, not Supreme Court
of Pennsylvania

correct date is 9-4-1880

Poland S.GL-95
«GP.

9-13-1880Livingston, Mitchell

Lower,John
Martin, Erhard

Great Britain & Ireland GP.L-l23

9-28-1838 correct date is 9-28-1839L-157 Q.S.Wurtemberg

11-22-1870
8-24-1880

M-75 declaration in D.G, not S.GAustria S.G
GP.



Court Date RemarksCountryName

M-163 McCarthy, Charles Great Britain & Ireland Q.S. 11-2-1836 deleteentry (see McCarty below)

M-170 McCarty* Charles Great Britain Sc Ireland — 1-2-1836 declaration is in Q.S.
GP. 10-7-1839

Q.S. 10-10-1856 delete entry: add court Sc declaration date
toWilliam Cavner, C.P. 10-1101858* p.094

— 2-13-1846 should read GP. 2-13-1846
GP. 10-9-1848 D.G 10-9-1848

M-178 McCavner, William

M— 187 McClintock,James Great Britain Sc Ireland IJS

IGP. 4-30-1857 change to Archibald McCurdy

M-362 McKean, William Great Britain Sc Ireland GP. 9-28-1852 correct name toWilliamJohn McKean

M-362 McKean, WilliamJ. Great Britain & Ireland Q.S. 9-28-1852 correct name toWilliamJohn McKean

(note:Both WilliamJohn McKeans are the same person; he filed a declaration in the Quarter Sessions Court before
realizing [or being informed] that hewas eligible for citizenship based upon his entry into the country as a minor and
a residencyof five years; therefore, he returned to the Common Pleas Courton the same day to file his petition for
citizenship. The entries in the WPAshould be combined into one entry.)

P-36 Penrose, William Ireland

P-58 Phitomy,John

M-236 McCurdy, Richard

©

3I
S'g
**

QS. 7-28-1852 correct date is 5-26-1813

Great Britain 8c Ireland GP. 10-11-1851 deleteentry; same person as
John McPhilomy (p. M-447)

Q.S. 2-13-1798R-10 Ramage, Adam

R-14 Rankin, Hugh

correct court is S.C.

D.G 4-21-1813
GP. 4-23-1816 correct court isS.G, not GP.

00Q.S. 3-11-1799 correct court is S.C.R-18 Rassilly,Jean Louis



1Remark*CountryName Court DatePage

6-17-1799 correct court i> S.CR-24 Rayner,Thomas

Rayner, Thomas

Rebum,John

Q.S.

correct court is S.C6-24-1804Q.S.R-24

12-7-1812
12-16-1815

S.C.R-28
correct court is S.C.CP.

S8-8-1816 correct court is S.C.CP.R-32 Redman,James
Reed, Francis

5»33-31-1798 correct court isS.CR-33 QS.
45-15-1798 correct court is S.C.QS.R-33 Reed,James

Reed,James
Reed, Robert

Reed, William

r3-26-1813 correct court is S.C.R-33 QS. S'
4-19-1813 correct court is S.C.R-35 Q.S.

2-13-1798 correct court isS.CQS.R-35

2-20-1798R-S7 QS. correct court isS.CReese, Nicholas

Regan,John
Reich,John
Reilly, Paul

4-27-1813QS. correct court isS.CR-38 t12-17-1806 correct court isS.CQS.R-41 8
6-23-1816
7-19-1816

Q.S.R-54
correct date is 7-9-1816S.C

7-9-1816 delete entry (see above)Reilly, Paul

Richardson,Jared

QS.R-54

5-21-1799
9-24-1799

S.C.R-81
correct court is S.CQS.

10-7-1867Ritzius, Frederick correct court is S.CCP.R-105



RemarksDateCourtCountryPage Name

Q.S. 9-20-1858 correct county toWales,
date to 9-20-1828

R-lll Roberts, Robert England

4-50-1880QS.R-147 Rosenberg* Hermany Germany
Correct entry should read;

Rosenberg, Herman Nassau QS. 10-2-1880
4-50-1860D.C.

I10-2-1846 delete entry (see Rosenberg above)

correct entry is 1-16-1812

Q.S.Rossenbevg, Herman Germany

Russell,John

R-154

12-8-1815
12-15-1815

QS.R-179 i
t©

S.C.

10-8-1858QS. correctdate is10-8-1839Schimpf.John Germany

Weinbertg, Samuel Germany
(minor)

Yeaman, Felton (Valtin)

S-44

I9-27-1871QS. correct court isG.P.W-76

delete entry (see addition for Weinman below)4-26-1858S.C.Y-5

•■

Add the following new entries:

DateCourtCountryNamePage

9-13-1856
10-5-1859

CP.Fatho, Wilhela Theodore Hesse GasselF-21
D.C.

8-26-1854
4-21-1858

S.C.IrelandFerrell, ChristopherF-41 gD.C.



£Court DatePage Name Country
K3

10-9-1837
10-9-1837

Q.S.G-150 Grabe, Frederick

G-150 Grabe, Lewis

G-168 Gravel, George

Prussia

Q.S.Prussia

10-9-1837QS.Prussia

8-21-1856
10-1- 1858

England CP.1-4 Inman,James
D.G £6-15-1855

1-20-1858
U.S.D.C., Mass.1-5 Irish,James Ireland 533D.C

ISuperior Ct, NYC, NY 4-16-1853
5-3-1858

Ireland1-5 Irvin,John
D.G

S’5-3-1858Ireland D.G1-5 Irvin, Thompson (minor)

Irvine, Thomas (minor)

Irwin,John
5-3-1859D.GIreland1-6

9-28-1855
4-29-1855

Ireland S.G1-8
D.G

6-21-1856
10-10-1859

Ireland1-10 Ischi.John GP.
D.G

6-30-1865Q.S.L-144 Lord,Joseph
Parr, William

England

Ireland
8'

9-29-1856
4-30-1860

QS.P-12
GP.

3-1-1853
4-26-1858

W-44 Weinman, Valtin Baden Q-S.
D.G
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