REVIEWS

ABSTRACTS

Connecticut’s Pennsylvania “Colony,” 1754-1810, Susquehanna Com-
pany Proprietors, Settlers, and Claimants. By Donna Bingham Munger.
Westminster, Maryland: Heritage Books, 2007. Volume I The Proprietors.
iv+189, paper, $40.00. Volume II: The Settlers. iv+152, paper, $35.00. Vol-
ume III: The Claimants. iv+154 pages, paper, $35.00.

Records of the Susquehanna Company are available in published form
in the eleven-volume Susquehannah Company Papers [not Susque-
hanna, as repeatedly indicated in Munger]. This series is more often used
by historians than genealogists. There is, however, an important group of
records that are only incidentally referred to in the classic publication.
These are the account books of the company, the nitty-gritty transactions
of this attempt by Connecticut to solve its overcrowding problem by
establishing a settlement in what is today solidly Pennsylvania.

- Munger has taken a most interesting cut at the records. Each of the
three volumes looks at the transactions from a different point of view:
that of the proprietors, settlers, or claimants. Each volume begins with an
extensive Historical Setting reflecting that point of view. Anyone with an
interest in this area should read all three settings. There is, of course,
some overlap in events narrated, but the change in viewpoint provides a
significantly different narrative, important for unbiased understanding. .

Each transaction from the account books was entered into a database.
Each volume, then, presents the pertinent information from the transac-
tion for the people of focus for the volume. For Proprietors, sorted by
grantor: grantor, grantee, their residences, land/share description [size]
and location, amount, deed and recording dates, and account book refer-
ence. For Settlers, sorted alphabetically: name, date present, place, notes,
and source code. This volume pulls together a number of sources and
may be the most valuable for genealogists. The Claimants, alphabetically:
claimant’s name, date acquired, township, division, lot, acres, source for
the claimant, name of patentee with references to patent book and survey
book, drawer [i.e., person who drew], and chain of title.

This is an invaluable resource for researchers, whether family
researchers or historians, in gaining a broad perspective on the Susque-
hanna Company and the hundreds of individuals involved.
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Bounty and Donation Land Grants in British Colonial America. By Lloyd
deWitt Bockstruck. Baltimore, Genealogical Publishing Company, 2007.
xx+296 pages, hardback, $42.50 from the publisher.

The British crown was involved in conflicts with its European neigh-
bors that extended to its North American colonies, from Nova Scotia to
Florida. In those colonies it was faced with conflicts with the Indians on
the frontiers. And, upon occasion, it was faced with uprisings against
itself. The crown needed soldiers, but was land-rich and money-poor dur-
ing most of the colonial period. Bounty land—land offered as an induce-
ment to military service—was a solution. Donation land-land given to a
veteran or his heirs after the conflict—was often seen by the crown as a
way to induce experienced soldiers to settle on the frontier, providing a
buffer against the Indians. Bockstruck explains in the Introduction that
the meaning of these terms have become blurred over time. Each entry
lists the soldier, the war, the colony of service, the colony in which the
land was granted, and, if appropriate, the name of the heir receiving the
land. Bockstruck does not note the source for each individual entry. The
Introduction lists the sources used in the compilation on a colony-by-col-
ony basis. In Pennsylvania, the New Purchase was the location of dona-
tion land, specifically chosen to help establish Pennsylvania’s right to
Susquehanna land also claimed by Connecticut.

FAMILY HISTORIES

Abraham Chattin (c1692-1761) and Grace Mills of Woodbury Creek,
New Jersey, and Their Descendants. By William Brooke Fetters. Decorah,
Iowa, Anundsen Publishing Company, 2007. xiv+411 pages, photographs,
illustrations, maps, index, hardback, $40.00 including postage; order
from the author, 10450 Lottsford Road, #5017, Mitchelville, MD 20721.

Abraham' Chattin was a Quaker who first appeared in the records of
Abington Monthly Meeting in 1716 when he requested a removal certifi-
cate to Newton Monthly Meeting in Gloucester County, New Jersey. It
was there that he married Grace Mills. The family settled on Woodbury
Creek. The author includes an analysis of many of the property owners in
the area. There are chapters on the sons of Abraham and Grace: John,
Nixon, Abraham, James, Francis, and Josiah. The author is very careful
about assumptions, carefully labeling his analysis of the children of John
and Mary Mills as “Grace’s presumed siblings.”

Like many New Jersey residents residing close to Philadelphia, espe-
cially Quakers, the Chattins had occasional connections with Pennsylva-
nia. Most notable might be James® Chattin, who had trained as a printer
under Benjamin Franklin, but after a brief career as such is found more
frequently in land records. The author provides honest and interesting
matter in the appendices, ranging from a list of references to James Chat-
tin in the Pennsylvania Gazette, to selected papers from the divorce of
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William W. Chattin and Rachel Ann (Weeks) Chattin (it is interesting to
read the documents and try to deduce what really happened).

The Dorland Enigma Solved: A Revision of the Dorland Genealogy. By
Barbara Barth, edited by Judith Smith Cassidy and Harry Macy, Jr. 2007.
xiv+453 pages, maps, index, hardback, $36.00 plus $4.00 shipping; order
from Diane Barth Swartz, 3 Norfolk Road, Sandisfield, MA 01255.

The standard Dorland genealogy has long been John Dorland Cremer’s
The Records of the Dorland Family in America, published in 1898. Unfor-
tunately, Cremer did not understand Dutch patronymics and hopelessly
tangled the early generations, which are properly straightened out in this
volume. Gerrit' Dorland and his wife arrived in New Netherland in 1652.
They had three sons who left descendants of the surname.

Some Dorland descendants (including female lines) resided in Penn-
sylvania. Among these were Gerrit’ Gerritszen Dorland of Bensalem,
Bucks County, and some of his descendants; Charity/Geertje Suydam
(daughter of Jannetje3 Jans Dorland) of Northampton Township, Bucks
County; and Jan/John? Dorland, son of Lammert' Dorland, who was in the
area of Philadelphia County that became Montgomery County and left
many descendants in Pennsylvania. Barth’s New Netherland work is
excellent, but later generations sometimes rely on compiled genealogies
or incomplete information and should be investigated further.

GUIDES

Ancestral Trails: The Complete Guide to British Genealogy and Family
History, Second edition. By Mark Herber. Genealogical Publishing Com-
pany, Baltimore, Maryland, 2006 [American publication of 2004 edition].
xxi+873 pages, illustrations, index, paper. $34.95.

This is the second edition of the highly acclaimed book originally pub-
lished in 1997 in association with the Society of Genealogists in London.
Often referred to as the Bible of British genealogy, it could be subtitled
“the encyclopedia for everything you need to know for English and Welsh
research.” Although this book contains helpful chapters on Scotland and
Ireland, as well as the Channel Islands and Isle of Man, those topics are
not where its strength lies.

Following the format of the 1997 edition, the author has updated each
chapter, incorporating the latest information on record sources and the
repositories where records are held. In a conversational tone, illustrated
with family records and photos from the author’s own collections, Mark
Herber not only introduces you to record groups, but also offers details,
illustrations, and examples of methodology. This is an enjoyable read.

To the ten appendices in the first volume, an eleventh, Websites for
Family Historians, was added that lists URLSs, plus a short list by topic, for
subjects as diverse as poor-law records and biographies of the Titanic
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crew and passengers. The 34-page bibliography, listing 1,342 publica-
tions, is a treasure of references that will likely never stop being useful.

John Titford writes in the Foreword “[genealogy] has become more of
a moving target in recent years ...,” and never more so than in Chapters
12 and 13. The estate duty registers outlined in Chapter 12 have had their
indexed digitized and are now online courtesy of FindMyPast.com; and
some of the nonconformist church records in RG4 and RG5 discussed in
Chapter 13 are now online, courtesy of The National Archives [British],
both for a fee.

Ideal for beginners and experienced researchers alike, this definitive
book on English genealogy is a reasonably priced reference work and is
recommended to all libraries with a genealogy section, as well as all gene-
alogists and family historians with interest in British record sources.

Today, with hundreds of English records databases offering myriad
online opportunities for the researcher, having a comprehensive refer-
ence work on your desk to define, and indeed explain, how and why
these records originated will make this a valuable resource.

Reviewed by Sandra M. Hewlett, CG

Roots for Kids: A Genealogy Guide for Young People, 2nd edition. By
Susan Provost Beller. Baltimore, Maryland: Genealogical Publishing Com-
pany, 2007. 104 pages, illustrations, index, paper, $19.95.

This is the second edition of the author’s family-history tool for late
childhood and adolescent genealogists, which originally appeared in
1988 and is now brought up to date to reflect the many new informa-
tional resources available through the Internet. Roots effectively con-
tends that current database and website research capacity greatly facili-
tates genealogical endeavor as well as offering the young informa-
tion-seeker the chance to question other researchers by posting queries
on message boards. It is the author’s premise that interested young peo-
ple today have the ability to be competent genealogists if they remember
the book’s general guidelines, follow its specific instructions, and heed
her warnings, such as those about the obscure language of old property
deeds and varied spelling of many family names.

The author presents twelve chapters, each of which represents a
forty-five minute classroom session with homework assignments that she
taught at the Vermont Historical Society. The book falls into two sections:
the first five chapters are how to start looking for your family stories; the
second section describes the major kinds of records containing genea-
logical information.

Specific steps noted in looking for family stories may seem overly sim-
ple to the experienced adult genealogist, but their very basic nature
underscores their importance for youthful ancestor tracers. Neophyte
family historians must begin, the author stresses, with their own vital sta-
tistics (full name, date and place of birth, siblings, and parents).
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Attention should then be given to asking such questions as the names
of schools attended, houses owned, vacation spots enjoyed, pets owned,
and seemingly unimportant routines of daily life. Recording the answers
is crucial. A tape recorder or even a movie camera can be useful. Above
all, check all material, the author wisely advises.

Moving beyond family informants to records online, the juvenile
ancestor tracers are urged to check cemetery and church records, city
directories, land records, and old newspapers, too. Roots readers will find
all recommendations expressed in fresh language, such as jigsaw-puzzle
analogies and warnings about “record-eating rats”!

In partial summary, genealogist Beller asks the reader the question,
“How can you be a good historian?” and answers it with these five max-
ims: collect everything, document all stories; use websites to organize
information before making site visits; put together the best information
you can find; and check all Internet information.

Roots merits additional praise through its final thoughts. Young
researchers are warned about mysteries they may encounter (some of
which are unsolvable); they must try to sort facts from fancies. Genealogy
is not for everybody. It can be boring, even frustrating. Each reader of this
book is urged to adopt a reasonable goal of completing the first five gen-
erations and to—above all-have fun!

Reviewed by John A. Baird, Jr.
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